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The life of 
HENRY B O O T H, 

Lord DELAMER^ and Earl of WARRINGTON. 
[A.D. — — , to 1693-] 

EVERY generous Engliftiman, who is ani- 
mated with a laudable zeal for the honour 
of his country, moft feel a moft fenlible plcafurc 
froiB being, introduced to the knowledge of the cha- 
radlers and memorable tranfadions of thofe illuf* 
trious heroes, whofe wifdom, fortitude, and inte- 
grity,^ enabled them to fhake ofF the yoke of 
tyranny and op{)refEon, and to ftand forth, under 
the prince of Orange, as the glorious deliverers of 
their country. Of this number was the patriotic 
jioblenian wtb whofe life we open this volume, and 
commence an ^ra in the Briiifli hiftory diftinguiflied 
from all others by its important events, and their 
happy confcquences, which arc expericcccd to this 
hour. * ' ' 

Vol.V* B Neither 



2 H E N R Y B O O T H, 

Neither the cxaS time of the birth of Henrjr 
Booth, nor yet any account of his infa«it years^ 
remains on record : the firft mention made of him 
being, " that during the life of hU father, he was 
knight of the (hire for the county of Chefter, in 
feveral parliaments, in the reign of king Charles II.'' 
And in the Houfe of Commons he tonnantly {hewed 
himfelf a firm oppofcr of arbitrary power, and a 
fteady friend to the rights of the people. He ex* 
crted himfelf in fupport of the bill of exclufion ; and 
in the fpeech which he made on that occafion, he 
endeavoured to prove (to ufe his own words), that 
*' the next of kin has not fo abfolute an inherent 
right to the crown, but that he may, for the good of 
the nation, be fet afide ;" as all government was in- 
ftituted for the benefit of the people, and not for 
the private intereft of any particular family or in- 
dividual. 

He was very folicitoas to have procured an aft for 
the punifliing thofe who were known to have re- 
ceived bribes from the court, , in the parliainent 
which Was flyled the Penfion Parliament, in the 
reign of King Charles II. In tl)e fpeech which he 
made on this fubjefl: in the iubfequent, parliamenc, 
he faid, *' Breach of truft is accounted the mod in- 
famous thing in the world, and this thefe men have 
been guilty of to the higheft degree. Robbery and 
flealing our law puniflies with .death ; and what de- 
fervc thL-y, who beggar and .take away all that the 
nation hu, under the pretence of diipofing of the 
pet^ile's mtmey for the honour and good of the king 
and kingdom ?'* He propofed, that a bill fhould be 
brought [a, by which thefe hireling fenators (who 
ftyled thttnfelves, he ohferves, the king's friends) 
fhtmld be rendered incapable of ferving in parlia- 
ment for ;he future, orof enjoying any office, civil 
3t military ; and that they fliould be obliged, as 

. far 
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EARL OF WARRINGTON. 3 

far as they were able, to refund all the money 
which they had received for fecret ferviccs to the 
crown ; or, in other words, for betraying their con- 
ftituent?. •* Our law*', (faid he) '* will not allow a 
thief to keep what he has gotten by ftealth, but of 
courfe, orders reftitution ; and (hall thefe proud 
robbers of the nation not reftore their ill-gottea 
goods?" 

He oppofed, with a becoming fpirit, the unjuft 
and arbitrary power, alTumed by the Privy Council," 
of imprifoning men contray to law. He made alio 
a long fpcech againft the corruption of the judges, igi 
which he a£Srmed, " that in a variety of cafes they 
had fold, denied, or delayed juftice ; that they, had 
taken bribes, and threatened juries and evidence ; 
perverting the law to the higheft degree, and turn- 
ing it upfide-down, that arbitrary power might come 
in upon their fhoolders/' He therefore moved, that 
an enquiry Ihould be made into their condudt, and 
that fuch of them as were found guilty might receive 
the puniftiment they merited. His defence of the, 
bill of exclufion, and oppofition to the meafures of 
the court in otHer inftances, rendered him fo obnoxi- 
ous to the duke of York, that by his influence he 
was committed prifoner to the Tower of London ; 
but, after feyeral months ftridt confinement, he was 
fet at liberty. In 1684, ^® fucceeded his father. 
Lord Delamer, in his honours and eftates, his elder 
brother having died in his childhood. But the duke 
of York having fucceeded to the throne the fame 
year, under the title of king James XL* he wa^ foon 
after committed clofe priloner to the Tower j fome 
time after he was admiited to bail, but was foon 
taken up again, and committed a third time pri- 
foner 'to the Tower, on a falfc accufatioH of high- 

B a On 



4, H E N R Y B O O T H, 

On Thurfday the 14th of January, 1685, ^^ ^^' 
brought to his trial in VVeftminfter-hall, before the 
Lord Chancellor Jeftcrics, who was his perfonal 
enemy, and who was conft.tutcd Lord High Steward 
on that occafion. He was not tried by the whole 
houfc of peers, though the parliament was then ac- 
tually exifting by prorogation ; but by a fele"6l num- 
ber of twenty, feven peers, fummoned by the lord 
high fteward for that purpofe. He prptcfted agaiftft 
thijs irregularity ; but his objeftions being over- 
ruled, the trial proceeded. However, he made fo 
full and clear a defence, that the peers appointed to 
try him UNanimoully acquitted him. 

After this lord Dclamer lived in a retired manner, 
in the country, much honoured and beloved, till 
nieafurcs were concerted for bringing about the Re- 
volution, in which he very heartily co;icyrred; and 
on Jthe Prince of Orange's landing in England, he, 
being folicitous to deliver his country from' Pop:ry 
and a defpotic government, raifed in a few day a great 
force in Chelhire and Lancalhire; and therewith 
marched to join that prince, who, on notice there- 
of, wrote to him the following letter: 

Hindon, the 2d of December, 1688. 
** My Lord, 
I have heard lb worthy a character of you, that 
I am heartily gUd to find you fo frankly embarked 
in the fame delign with me ; and you may depend on 
me to (hew. you all the kindnefs in my pow.r. If 
your occaiions will allow of it, I (hall be glad to fee 
yoa at Hungerford next Friday-night j but you muft 
fend me notice of your coming the night before 
your arrival, that I may direct quarters for you and 
your troops, and that my out-guards may let you 
pafs to me. 

** 1 am, your moft afft^ftionate friend, 



• ♦* Prince d'Orange.' 
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EARL OF WARRINGTON. 5 

On the Prince of Orange's arrival at Windfor, in 
his approach towards London, lord Delamer, toge- 
ther with the marquis of Halifax and the earl ^f 
Shrcwfbury, were on the 17th of December, 1688, 
fent by that Prin e with a meflatxe to Ki* g James, to 
remove from Whi:ehail. Lord Delamer, though 
no flatterer of the king in h s pn.fp rlty, was too 
generous' to infuU him in this dil^rcfs ; and theicforc 
at this tine treated him with great refpcS. And 
James was fe feniible of this nobleman's ciiility to 
Iiim on this occafion, that, afccr his retirement into 
France, he faid, ** the Lord Delamer, whom he had 
ufeJ ill, had then treated him with m ch mot** re- 
gard than the other tv/o lords, to whom he had been 
kind, and from, whom he might better have expu£led 
it." Mr. Walpole fays, " that Lord Delamer, who 
was thrice imprifoned for his noble love of liberty,^ 
and who narfowly efcaped the fury of James and 
Jtrfferies, lived to be commiflioned by the prince of 
Orange to order that king to remove from White- 
ball ; a mefTage which he delivered with a generous 
decency.'* 

Out of the forces which were raifed by L'^rd De- 
lamer to join the Prince of Orang?, a regiment of 
horfe was afterwards formed, the command of which 
was for fomc time committed to him. as colonel ; 
and this regiment ftrved in Ireland during the wai 
in that kingdom. On the 14th of February, 1689, 
KingWilliam and Queen Mary, being proclaimed 
the preceding day, Lord Delamer was fworn a 
Privy Councilor, and on the 9th of April fol- 
lowing, he was made Chancellor and Under-treafurer 
of the Exchequer, On the 12th of the fame month, 
he uas alfo made Lord Lieutenant of the couqiy, 
and. city of Chefter. This laft ofiice, together with 
that "of Privy Counfcllor, he enjoyed for lifej 
but^ as to the others, he continued in them for about 
B'3 ' one 



6. H E N R Y B O O T H, 

one year only. Mr. Wal^olc fays, ** He was dif- 
iniflcd by King William, to gratify the Tories.'* 
However, it was not thought advifeable to diT* 
place a nobleman, who had contributed fo much 
'towards the Revolution, in a difobliging manner; 
anJ therefore he was, by letters patent, bearing date 
at Wcflminfter, ifth of April, i6go, created Earl 
tif Warrington, in the county of Lancafler, U> hold 
to him, an J the heirs male of his body, for his great 
fcTvicts in vaiJing and bringing great forces to his 
Mijeilyi to rcfcue his country and religion from 
tyr;inny and popery, as the preamble of the patent 
cxpitifjs iti and had likewife, for the better f up- 
port of that dignity, a penfion of 2000I. per ann. 
granted to him, which, having been paid to him 
only for the firft half year, was afterwards fufEered 
to run in arrenr, and now remains ftatcd amongft 
the reft L)f King William's debts, in a' lift pf theni 
wliich WFis drawn up at the command of Queen 
Anne. 

His LordOiJp was thus charaflerlzcd in a poem 
written ill the reign of King William : 

** A brave xfTcrtor of His country's right: 

A nr.ble, but ungovernable fire, 

(Such is the lvcro*s) did his brcaft infpire. 

Fit to aiSft io puU a tyrant down ; ' 

But iecc tn p!ea(e a prince that mounts the throne* 

In-patient of opprcffion; ftill he.ftood 

Hk coufitry's mound againft th' invading flood." 

He died at London, on the ad day of January, 
1693* iti the fony-iccohd year of his age, and was 
ific^j-rcd in the family vault of Bo wdon -church, in 
the county of Che Iter. '* He was a nobleman 
always iHulltioufly diftinguilhed for his public fpi- 
rii^ ^ti ids noble ardour in defence of the liberties 
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EARL OF WARRINGTON. 7 

of his country ; ar.d he thought patriotifm eflential 
to the character- of a virtuous man. In his ** Ad- 
vice to his Children," puWifhed in his works, he 
fays, " There never yet was any good man who. 
had not an ardent zeal for his country/' In his 
private life he appears to have beci^ a raaa of piety, 
worth, honour, and humanity.** He married Mary, 
fole daijighter and heirefs to Sir James Langham of 
Ccttefbrooke, in the county of Nottingham, Bart, acid 
by this lady, who was of a very amiable charaAer, 
he had four fbns and two daughters. His eldeft fon 
died an infant, and he was therefore fuccecded in his 
honours and cftates by his fecond fon George, Earl 
of Warrington. 

His works, which were publifhed in one volume, 
8vo, in 1694, contain, his ** Advice to his Ch;U 
dren;** ^n *• Eflay on Government;^ fcveral of hi^ 
fp«eches in Parliament; fifteen fmall Political Trails 
or Effays; and " The Cafe of William Earl of De- 
vonfhire/* He alfo wrote " Obfervations on theCa e 
of Lord Ruffel," for whom he had a great friendlhip, 
and who, on the" morning of his execution, fent 
faim a very kind meiTage^ expreffive of bis regard 
for him. ^ 

*^^* Juthorliies. Walpolc's Catalogue of Royat 
and Noble Authors, vol. II. Brit. Biog. vol VI. 
Svo. X770. 
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The life op 

J on N T I L LOTS ON, 

\Archbishop qf CANTERBURY. 
[A. D. 1630, to 1694.] 

THIS eminent divine, who became one of the 
brightcft ornamcats of the Church of Eng- 
land, was defcended from ar family anciently of the 
name of Tilfton, of Tilfton,' in Chclhire, the 
anceftor of which was Nicholas de Tilftort, Lord of 
the manor of Tilfton, in the reign of King Edward 
III. Our divine's father was Mr, Robert Tillotfon, 
a ccnfiderable clothier, of Sowerby, in the pari (H of 
Halifax, in Yorkfliire, where he was born in the 
year 1630. His mother was the daughter of The- 
bias Dobfon, a. gentleman of the fame place, a wo- 
man of excellent charadicr, but unhappy, for many 
years of her life, in the lofs of her uaderftanding. 
Both his parents were Non-conformifts. 

After he had, with a quick proficiency, pafled 
through the grammar-fchools, and attained a Ikill 
in the learned languages fuperior to his years, he 
was fent to Cambridge in the year 1647, and ad- 
mitred a penfi ner of Clare-halK He commeticed 
bachelor of arts in 1650; and maft«r of arts in 
1654; taving been cholcn fellow of his colhge 
in i6ci. ^ 

His 



JOHN TILLOTSON. 9 

His firft education and impreffions were amo^ng 
thoie wh > were then calle,d Pur tins, but of the btft 
f' rt ; and yet, even before his mind was cpened to 
cicrrer thoughts, he feit fomeWhat within him that 
di<pojed him to more enlarged and liberal opinions. 
The books v'thich were put into the hands of the 
youth at that time being generally heavy, he- could 
Jcarcely^ bear them, even before he knew better 
triinys: but h.c (ooi\ met vvitVk the immortal work 
of Mr. Chillingwonh, Intituled, " The Rdigicn hi 
ProteOants a'lare Way to balvation " This admir-- 
al)le book: gave his mind the bias ihat it held ev^r 

He was foon freed from his firft prejudices, or, 
rahcr, he was never maftcred by them; yet he 
l\ill adheied to that ftriftnefs of life to which he 
was bred, ^nd retained a juft value and due tendernel« 
tor thofe eminent perfons among the Non-conforniifis 
with whom he had contrad^ed an early friendfliip, 
parricula'ly Dr. Chrkfon, his tutor; and by the 
rfren^Urcf his rtaioning, together with the clearnefs 
of lis p iuciplcs, he brought over more fcrlous per- 
fons from their i'cruples to the coinibunion of Jie 

' Cii'irch <f England, ;ind fixed more in it than aiiy 

' ir>a , pe happ, of that time. 

As lie got into .^ new line cf ftudy fo he entered 
i:ito frittKillu s vvfdi fome of the <:ieue(l divines of 
ih? age, who h njp-ned at th.at time 10 relide at Cam- 
hridge, which contril uled not a little to tl;e perfe^V- 
inr his owii mind. ** Rut tirar. which give nin^ tm 
!ai nnifniiij;, Wf.s -lis c oi'j a; J long friendih p w'ui 
Dr. John VVi[,;iiic, afrcrwarJs biiLop of Cheder. 
He went ino all the Iv ft thmgs that were in that 
j.'r^ac irian, but fo that he peiieclcd ev<?ry one of 
iliem : for thovig-li bifcop Wi' kins had iiioier ge- 
neral kniGwIedge, yet I^r. Tillotion was the ^reaier 
thv.'ne; and, if ihc foiiiKr had.uiOrc fire, thj latter 
IV AS mo: t coir c ft . " 
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lO JOHN TILLOTSON, ^ 

Mr. Tillotfon left his college in 1656, or 1657^ 
according to Dr. Htckes, who informs us, that be 
was i«vieed by Edmund Prtdeaux, Efq. of Ford* 
abbey, in Devonlhirc, to inflruft his fon. .This 
gentleman had been Comtniffioner o£ the Great-Seal 
under the Long -parliament, and was then Attorney- 
Genccal to Qlivcr Cromweii ; but how long Mr, 
Tf Il^tfoii lived with Mr, Pridcaux, or whether till 
that gentleoian^s death, which happened in 1659^ 
does not appear. 

He was at London at the time of the death of the 
protcdor, and, about a week after, was prefent at 
a very remarkable (bene at the palace at Whitehall^ 
for happening to be there on a faft-day of the hoiiie* 
hold, he went, out of curiofity, into the prefence- 
-chamber^ whexe the iblemnity was kept; and faw 
there^ on the one (ideof a table, the new protestor 
placed with the reft of his family ; and on the other 
Its preachers, among whom were Dr. John Owen, 
Dean of Chriftchurch, in Oxford; Dr. Thomas 
Qoodwin,Prcfidcntof Magdalen-collcge; Mr. Jofeph 
Gary!, author of the voluminous commentary on J b, . 
and l^orof St. Magnus in London; and Mr. Peter 
^tcny. The bold fallies of cnthufiafm, which Mr. 
Tillotfon heard upon this occafion, were fufficient to 
difguil a man of his principles, God was, in a man- 
ner, reproached with the deceafc^d Protestor's fer- 
vices, and challenged for taking him away fo foon. 
Dr.Goodw^in, who had pretended to affare them,' 
in a prayer, a few minutes before he expired, that 
be was not tt« die, had tiow the aflurance to fay to 
God, ** Thou haft deceived us, and we were 
dJecetvcd.** And Mr« Steny^ P^'^ying for Ri« 
chard, ufed thefi^ indecent words, next to blaf- 
piiensiy, ^ Make him the brightae& of the fa- 
cher\ dAry, and the cxpse6 image of his per- 

The 



ARCHBISHOP or CANTERBURY, ti 

The time of Mn Tilfotfi>n's enteriog ifito holy 
orders^ and by whom he was ordained, are fa As ua«- 
afcertaifi^ ; i>ut faU &r& fer mon whicb appeared in 
print was preached at theniorniflg-e»erciicatCrip-^» 
piegate, on Matt. w\U'%3. At the time of preaching, 
this fermoR he was ftill among the Prelbyterians^ . 
whofe commiffiooers he attended, thoi^h as an au- 
ditor only^ at the Savoy, for the review of the Li* 
^^^SY^ in 1661; but he fubmitted to the h& of Uni- 
formity^ which commenced 00 St. BartkolomewV. 
clay in the year enfuing. 

The firfi office in the chorcfa, in which we finA 
faim employed after the Refioraiiont w^s that: of cu- 
rate at Chefliunt in Hertfordihire, the years 1661 
^nd i662. Here Mr* TiUotfon is faid* by his mild 
and gentle behaviour and perfuafive eloqueace^ to 
have prevailed with an Oliverian foldier, who 
preached among the Anabaptifts in ths^t town, in a 
red coat, and was much followed, to defifi from 
char, andi)stake himfelf to ibme other employments 

The ftiort diftance of Chcfliunt from London 
allowing him frequent opportunities of vifiting his 
friends in tliat city, he was often invited to preacb 
there. And in December, 1662^ he was e]e£bed <ni« 
nifter of the pariffi of St. Mary, Aldcrmanbury^ by 
the pariihioners, in whom 4he right of choice is 
veiled. But Mr. TiUotfen declined the accept- 
anccof that living: however, hcdldootcontinucjong 
without the oier of another beiiefice; which he ac<- 
- cepted, being prefcnted in June 1663 to the refltoxy 
<of Ketton^ orfCeddington, in the county of Suffolk^ 
worth two hundred pounds a year. But, foortly after,, 
lie was calledjto London, by the Society of Linooln's- 
inn, to be their preacher; which invitation was fo 
iigreeable toMr. TiUotfon, that he detertnined to iet- 
tle himfelf intireiy among tfaem^ and though, in the 
intervals of the ^rms, he could faavc given a large 
B 6 part 



la JOHN TILLOTSON, 

pan of the year to his parifli in SuiFolk ; yet fo ftri^t 
was he to the paftoral care in point of refidence, that 
ht? riefigned that living, even when his income in 
London could fcafcely fupport him. The reputation 
which his preachVog gained him in fo confpiGUous 
'a. fta:ion as thatof Lincoln's-inn recommended him, 
the year following, to the truftces of the Tuefday 
Icfture, at St. Lawrence Jewry, founded byEli/^a- 
beth vifcounte^s Camden. And there he was com- 
iBonly attended by a numerous audience, brought, 
together from the remotcft parts of the metropolis, 
and by a great concourfe of clergy, who f>liowcd 
him for improvement. He paniculariy diftingotflied 
himfclf by oppoling the growing evils of Charles the 
lid's reign, Atheifm and Popery \ and in the year 
i664oneSmith, having deferred theChurch of Eng- 
land for the Romiih communion, publifhed a book 
called, ** Sure Footing in Chriftianity ; or rational 
DifcourfesontheRuleof Faith." This beingextolUd 
by the abettors of Popery as an unanfwerablc per- 
formance, Mr. Tiilotfon refuted it in a piece intituled 
** The Rule of Faith,'* which was printed in 1666, 
and infcribed to Dr. Stillingfleet, another eminent 
divine KSi the Church of^England. 

Sm'th, wiio aflumed the nartic of Serjeant, as a 
difguifc, replied to this ; and in another piece he 
attacked a paffage in Tillotfon's fermon ** On the 
wifdom of being religious ;" which fermon, as well 
as his Rule of Faith, Tiilotfon clearly defended in 
the preface to the firft volume of his fcrmous, printed 
in 167 1 i and thereby cftabliflied his reputition »3 
a coniroverfial writer. 

In 1666 he took the degree of doftor in divinity ; 
and, in 16*68 the hi^h reputation of his learned 
friend, Dr. John Wilkins, and the intereftof Vj- 
licrs DukC'Of Buckingham, having at laft, notwith- 
ftandicg the oppofition of archbilhop Sheldon and 

oihtr 
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othsr great men of the Church, Induced the Kir g 
to advance that divine to the bi(hoprick of Chcflcr ;, 
Dr. TilLotfoh was defired to preach the conft ora- 
tion fermon, in the ch jpcl a^ Elv houTc. Dr. Til- 
lotlbn was likewile related to bilhoj> Wilkins, having 
married "his dau^hter-in-Iaw, Elizibeth French, whj 
was neice to Oliver Cromwel!, yet he would not 
f dicitany preferment; but this hackwardoeTs did not 
prevent his meiit from having juflice done it, by the 
iatereft which it gained him at court, as well as* 
in the city ; for, upon the pomotion of Dr. Peter 
Gunning to the bilhoprick of Chichefte. in iG^o, 
he was collated to the prebend of the lecond (lai in 
the cathedral of Canterbury, which had been held 
by the new biQiop. He kept this prebend till he 
was advanced to the deanery of that church in i672» 
Nor was Canterbury the only c.uhedral in which Dr,- 
Tillo.fon was preferred; for in 1675 he was prefcntcd 
to the. prebend of Ealdland, in ihat of St. Paul'?, 
London, which he refigned for that of Oxgate, 
and a rcfidentiaryfliip in the fame church, in 1678* 
This laft preferment was obtained for him by the 
intereft of his fiiend Dr. -Jolm Sharp, afterwards 
archbifliop of York, 

Dean Tillotfon had been ^or fome ycirs on the 
lift of chaplains to KingCharlts II. tliou^h liis Ma- 
jefty, according to the fuggeftion of Biiliop Burner, 
had no kindne s .for him; his zeal aga^inft Popery 
prevented his being a favourite of that monarch. 
He therefore contented himfelf with h s deanery, 
the duties of which he faithfully di (charged ; anJ 
upon feveral occafions he fliewed the moderation of 
his religious principles, particularly in 1674, wh^n 
he^cngaicd in the revival of a fcheine, which hart 
mifcarri^d in 1668, to comprehend tije Prote'liant 
Dsii'enters within the pale of the Cirurch of hngland, 
by coiiceffions on both iiJes i bjt the violeiice of 

the 
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the High-Church pretetes rendered his good offices 
loeiFedQaU 

In 1676, he had the honour to convert the Earl 
of iShrew&ury from the Romifli to the Proteftant 
faith ; and he had the happineft to live to fee his 
noble convert made Secretary of State to King Wil- 
liam, and duke ot Shrewfbury. 

The origin of Efean Tillotfon's intereft vi^ith the 
Prince and Princeis of Orange, with the confc- 
quence of it in his advancement to the fee of Can- 
terbury, has been afcrtbed to an accident which' 
is fuppo(ed to have happened in the year 1677, ^^ 
is thus rcprefeotcd by Eachard, in his Hiftory of 
England : *' The match between that prince and 
princefs being made upon political views, againfl: the 
will of the Duke of York, and not with the beany 
liking of the king, the country party, as they were 
then called, were exceedingly pleafed and elated; and 
after the Lord Mayor*s feaft, a fecrct dcfign was laid 
to invite the new- married couple into the city, to a^ 
public and (blemn entertainment to be made for tliem. 
To prevent this, the court hurried both the brrdc 
and bridegroom, as fad as they could, out of town^ 
(o that they departed with fuch precipitation, that 
they had icarce time to make any provifion for their 
journey* Their iervants and baggage went by the 
way of Harwich ; but the Prince and Princefs by 
Canterbury road, where they were to ftay till the 
wind was fair, and the yacht ready to fail with 
them, Boing .arrived at Canterbury, they repaired 
to an inn; and, no good care being taken in their 
baiie to feparate what was needful for their journey^ 
they came very'i^eaniy provided thither- Monf, 
Bentinck, who attended them, endeavoured to bpr- 
ffow (bme plate and money of the corporation for 
their accoouiiodatioo ; but, upon grave deliberation^ 
the mayor zod body proved to bt reaUy afraid to lend 

them 
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thftm cither* Dr. Tillotfon, Dean of Cantcrburyf 
at that time in rcfidcncc there, bearing of this, im- 
mediately got together all his own plate, and other 
that he borrowed, toget{ierwitb a gocd number of 
guineas, and all other neceflaries for them, and^enc 
direAiy to the inn to Monfieur Bentinck, apd offered 
him all that he had got, and withal complained that 
that they did not come to the deanery, where the 
royal family u fed to lodge, and heartily invited them 
fliil to go thither, where thev might be fure of a bet- 
ter accommodation. This lall they declined ; but the 
moneyj plate, and the reft, were highly acceptable 
to them* Upon this, the Dean was carried to wait 
upon the Prince and Princefs, and his great intereft 
fopn brought others to attend upon them. By this 
lucky accident, he began that acquaintance and the 
correfpondence with the Prince and Monf. Bentincic 
which increafed yearly till the Revolution, whe« 
Bentinck had great occalion for him and his friends, 
on his own account, as well as the Prince himfclf, 
when he came to the crown. And this was the true 
fee ret ground on which the bifliop of London (whofc »' 
qualities and fcrvices feemcd to intitle him wiihcut 
a rival to the archbilhoprick) was yet fet afide, and Dr^ 
Tillotfon advanced over his head*". But this account 
of the ground of Tillotfon*s advancement is not fuf- 
£ciently authenticated, and is very improbable* 

The fudden death of his fecond brother, Mr, 
Jofli«a Tillotfon, by the rupture of a blood veffel, 
in 167S, afFefted Dean Tillotfon in a very fcnfible 
manner; and being unwilling to (hock his father, 
then at his houfc at Sowerby, with the abrupt com- 
maaicatioQ of it, he wrote the fame day to his kinf* 
Aian^ Mr. Timothy Bentley, dtiiring him to ac^ 
quaint hioi with the lofs of his fon, and to intreat 
him, ^ to bear h with patience, and fubmiffion to 
4tbe will of God^ and to con&fort htmfelf, as I, '^ (kys 

he. 
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he, *'clerretodo, with the hope of itiCeting and 
enjoying him in a better life." 

The difcovery ot the Popifh p'ot the fame year 
having given great alarm to the Parliament, the Dean 
was appc.ir)t(d to preach before the hr)u/e of Cotu- 
nions on the filth of November. Hrs text wzs l.uko 
ix 55, ^6; and the defjgn of his difcourfe was to 
fliew, tliaf a revengeful, cruel, ard dedruflivc fpi- 
rJt is direflly connary'to the dclign iind teni[ cr of 
the Goff el, ?nd not to be cxcii(ed uj on any pretence 
<f z al foi God and Religion, In the cone! ufion, he 
makf^s an appl;cat:on of that doftrine to the'0c« afion 
of the day, by cxpofing the principles and praflices 
of the Church of Hbme, and particularly in the Gi'n- 
powder-tiealbn plot, avowed by the authors, who 
exprefled a concern for its ill fuccefs, as appeared 
by the original papers and letters of Sir tverard 
Digby, then in the dean's hands, 
- The diicovery of the Rye-houfe plot. In 1683, 
opened a very melancholy iccne, in which the dean 
had a large fl.ar.- of dif^refs, on account h -th of his 
f[icn<lfh>p8 and his concern for the puMick. One 
of the pnncfpal ohjefly of his f'ol ci'inie and anxi'vty 
Wi:S the excellent lord VViliam Ruiicll, vvliofe me- 
moirs we have inciutltd in the Life ol A'geinon 
S}dn y. 

Alttr lord R'.ifreirs condemnation, the dan ajtd 
Dr. Burntt west- lent for' bv' his lordlliip, and rlie/ 
both continued their attendance ujon him till hi^ 
dtach ; the c'ay before which, the dta.i ceiiverc3 to 
him a letter, in which he endcavouri^d to perluade 
him 10 what he had fome days bcfor? in vain at-- 
tempted, a declariitron r.gainft the lav. fulnei's of re- 
finance. 1 l>e pfin-iplcs of this Ictur were the 
ground of thofe (x, rcffions wh»ch he \iftd in his 
j>rayer with hi U.rulhip fn the icaftv.y : ^* Grant 
ihat all vvc who fuivivt, by this and other ir.ftuncrs 

of 
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of thy providence, may le^rn our duty to God and 
.the king !" — And this prayer, as well as hi>^ letter, 
were confidered by the court as fuch ar fanflion to 
their favourite doctrines and meafures, that Mr. Ro- 
ger L'Eftrange was furniflied with copies of them, 
inferted by him in his confideiations upon a printed 
flieer, intituled, " The Speech of the late Lord Ruf- 
feil to the Sheriffs ;" in which he gives an account 
of the dean's pious and friendly viiits to his lordlhip, 
and commends him for difcli^rging himfeif, from 
firft to laft, in all the parts of a churchman and of a 
friend. — But Dr. Tillotfon afterwards acquired more 
juft and rational principles in polilics, 

In 1685, d' an Tillotfon gave an exemplary proof 
of bis truly Chriftian temper. When the perfecu- 
tion again (t the Huguenots^ or Proteftant fubje£ls in 
France, became fo intolerant, by the impolitic re-* 
vocation of the e<lift of Nantz (an aft of toleratioa 
and privilege in their favour), that ihoufands of fa- 
milies forfook their country and effects, and fled for 
refuge to the Proteftant ftates of Europe, many of 
them came to England, and were encouraged by. 
the dean to fettle at Canterbury, where they amply 
repaid this country for the proteftion granted to 
them, by eftablifliing the filk-wcaving manuiadory. 
The king having granted, briefs to collcft alms for 
their relief, the dean exerted hirnf* If in procuring 
contributions from his friends \ and Dr. Bsveridge, . 
one of the prebendaries of his cathedral, having re- 
fufed to read the briefs, as being contrary to the ru- 
brick, the dcau faid to him,.'* Doftor, L>ocior, cha- 
rity is above ruhricks.'* 

During the debate in parliament concerning the 
fettlement of the crown on king William for lite, 
the dean was advifed with upon that point by tte 
princefs Anne of Denmaik, who had at full refufed 
to give her confent to it, as prejudicial to her own 

right. 
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riglit. Her favourite, the lady ChorchilL afterwards 
duchefs of Marlborough, accordingly took great 
pains tOv promote the princefs's pietenfions. But 
that lady foon finding that all endeavours of this 
kind would be ineffedual, that all the principal m^n, 
except the Jacobites, were for the king, and that the ^ 
fettlcoient \eould be carried in parliament, whether 
her royal highnefs would, or not j rfnd being fearful 
about every ^thing which the princefs did, while fhe 
was thought to be advifed by her ladyfliip ; (he 
could not fati§fy her own mind, till fhe had con- 
fulted ^ith feveral perfons of wifdoni and integrity^ 
and particularly with the lady RufTell, and the deaa 
of Canterbury. She found them all unanimous in 
the expediency of the fettlement propofed, as things 
were then fituated j and (he therefore carried the . 
dean to the princefs, who, upon what he fitid to her, 
took care that no difturbance (hould be made by her 
pretended ffieads^ the IsicahiUSy who liad ju-^ipvl-her 
cameftly to form an oppofition. Upon the acceifion 
of king William and queen Mary, the dean was ad* 
mitted into a high degree of favour and confidence 
at court; and was appointed clerk of th«,clof€t to 
the king. The refufal of archbifliop Sancroft to 
acknowledge the government of their majefties, or to 
take tl^e oaths ol allegiance to them, occ^fioned his 
li^fpenfion fbon after,' and engaged his majefty to 
coniider of the choice of a fit perfon to fucceed him 
in the fee of Canterbtiry, if he continued refrac- 
tory i and this being the' cafe, his majefly foon fixed 
upon dean Tiiioiron fLT-t^at purpofc, whofe defires 
and ambition extended no/farther than {he exchange 
of his deanery for that of St. Paul's, vacant by the? 
promotion of Dr. Stillingfleet to the hiflioprick of 
Worccften This was readily granted him in 1689. 
It was indeed a confiderable diminution of his inr 
Cottie^ as he refigned at the ianie time the refiden* 
* . tiaryfhip 
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tiaryihip of St, Paul's, But he chofe to difburthca 
hmifelf of the load and envy of holding two digni- 
ties tpgether. Yet, however contented he was in 
that liiuation, his majefty would not let him reft, 
dll he fubmitt^d to a much higfier poft, to which he 
had an almofl: unconquerable avcrfion, . 

His reluftancc to this firft dignity in the. Church 
of England will be beft reprefented in the dean's owii 
words, in hi^ letter to lady Ruffell upon that fubjccl: 
*' But now begins my trouble. After I had kifled 
the king's hand for the deanery of St. Paul's, I gave 
his majefty my mpft humble thanks, and told him, 
that now he had (et me at eafe for the remainder of 
my life. He replied, *l^ofuch matter, laffure you:* 
and fpoke plainly about a great place, which I dread 
to t&ink of, and faid, * It was neceffary for his fer- 
vice, and he muft charge it upon my confcience.- 

Juft as be had faid this, he was called to fupper, and 
had only time to fay, * That, when his^majefty was 
at leifurc, I did believe I could fatisfy him, that ii 
would t>e moft for his fervice, that I mould continue 
in the ftation in which he had now placed mc/ This 
hath brought me into a real diiEculty : for, orf the 
one hand, it is hard to dec! jne his maj^ily's copi- 
mand?, and much harder yct to ftand out agamli fo 
much goodness as his majefty is pleafed to ufe to- 
, wards me. On the other, I cari neither bring my 
laclination nor my judgement to it. This I o»ft co 
the bii^^ of Sanfl)ury (Dr. Burnet), one of the 
worft andfbeft friends 1 know : Beft, for his ringulai" 
good opinion of ir.e ; and the worft, for direfting 
the king to this method, which I know he did ; as 
if his lofdlhip and 1 had conncSed the matter, hpw 
to finifli this fooli'fh piece of diffimulation, in run- 
ning away from a bilhoprick, to catch an arch- 
bilhoprick. This fine device hath thrown me fo far 
into the briars, that, without hi^ majefty'- great 

goodneft, 
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ftill prefs him, w^o now infifted upon a peremptory 
-anfwer. The refult of this affair is menUoned at 
large, in his letter to lady Ruflcll : 

*' I went to Kenfingtcn full of fear, but yet 
determined what was fit for me to do. 1 met the 
king coming out of his cloTet, and aflcing if his 
coach was ready. He took me afide, and I told him, 
• That, in obedience to his majefty's command, 1 had 
confidered of the th ng as well as I could, and came 
to give him my^nfwer. I perceived his majefty was 
going out, and therefore defired him to appoint me 
another time, which he did, on the Saturday mornr- 
ing after. ^ 

V Then I came again, and he took me lAto his 
cloifet ; where I told him> * That I could not but have 
a diep fenfc of his majefty's great grace and favour 
to me, not only to offer me the beft thing he had ta 
give, but to prefs it fo earneftly upon me.' I faid, * I 
would, not prcfume to argue the matter any farther ; 
but I hoped he would give mc leave to be ftil! his 
humble and earneft petitioner to fparc me in that 
thing.' He ^nfwered, * He would do fo, if he could ; 
but he knew not what to do, if 1 refufed it.* Upon 
. that I told him, ' That I tendered my life to him, 
and did humbly devote [it] to be difpofed of as he 
thought fit.* He was gracioufly pleafed to fay, * It 
was the beft news had come to him this great while.* 
1 did not kneel down to kifs his hand ; for, without 
riiat, I doubt I am too fure of it i but requefled of 
him, that he would defer the declaration of it, and 
let it be a fecret for fome' time. He faid, * He 
thought it might not be amifs to defer it till the par- 
liament was up.* 

'* I begged, farther of him, that he would not 
make me a wedge to drive out thcprefent archbifliopj 
that, fome time before .1 was nominated, his ma- 
jefty would be pleafed to declaTe In couiicil, that, 

fince 
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fince. his lenity had not had any better cfFcft, he 
would wait nomore^ but would difpofe of his place«« 
This, I told him, I humbly defired, that I might 
not be thought to do any thing harfli, or which 
might refleS upon me ; for, now that his majefty 
bad thought fit to advance me to this ftation, my 
repotation was become his intereft. He faid, he was 
fenfible of it, and chought it reafonable to do as I 
defired. 

** I craved leave of him to mention one thing 
more,- which, in juftice to my family, cfpecially my 
wife, I ought to do, that I fhouldbe more than un- 
done by the great and neccffary Aarge of coming 
into this pUce, and muft; thdrefore be an humble 
petitioner to his majefty, that, if it fhould pleafe 
God to take me out of the world, that I'muft un- 
avoidably leave my wife a beggar^ he woald not fuf- 
fer her to befo; and that he wou-d gracioudy be 
pleafcd to confider, that the widow of an archhifbop 
of Canterbury, which would now be an odd figure 
in England (there having beet) but two archbifhops 
naarri^ men fince the Reformation), could not de- 
cently be fopported by fo little as would have con- 
tented her very well if I had died a dean. T9 this 
he gave a very gracious anfwer, * I promiffe you to 
take care of her.' " 

At length his majqfty's nomination of him to the 
arcbhiQioprick in council took place, on the 23d of 
April, 1691. 

. The conge J* ellre being granted on the firft of 
May, he was eleded on the 16th, ^confirmed on the 
28th, and, having retired to his houfe on Saturday 
the 30th, which he fpent in fading and prayer, he 
was- confecrated the day following, being VVhitfun- 
day, in the church of St. Mary le liow, by Dr. Peter 
Mew, bifhop of Witichcfter ; Dr. William Lloyd, ^ 
bifliop of St, Afaph \ Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bifh )p 

of 
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of Sarum ; Dr. E^iward Stillinafl^et, bi(hop of Wor- 
cefler ; Dr. Gilbert Ironiidc, bifliop of Briftol; and 
Dr. John Hough, b {hop of Oxford : in the prefence 
of Flenry duke of Norfolk ; Thomas marquis of 
Carmarthen, lord-prefident of the council ; William 
carl of Dcvonlhire, Charles carl of Dorfet, Charles 
carl of Macclesfield, Thomas carl of Falcoiiberg, 
Robert lord Lucas, and divers other perfons of 
rank ; who attended the folemnity, to cxprefs tho 
great efteem and refpeft which they had for his 
grace, and their great fatisfa£tion at his promo' 
tion. 

. Four days after his confecration, he was fworn of 
the privy. council ; and on the nth of July he had 
a reftitution of the temporalities of his fee. ^ All - 
the profits of it from the Michaelmas preceding were 
likewife grantetl to him, which then amounted to 
two thcufand five hundred pounds. He continued 
to live at the deanery of St. Paul's till the latter end 
of the year 169 1 ; and in the mean time built a large • 
apartment at Lamberh-houfe for his wife, repaired 
the whole, altered the windows and lights of the 
archbifliop's lodgings, alio wainfcotted many rooms, 
and n^ade other improvements there j which being 
finifhcd, he removed thither, as appears from a me- 
morandum in his own Jiand-writing, on the 26th of 
November, 1 691. 

The malice and party-rage, which he had felt the 
effefts of before he was raifcd to the archbifhoprick, 
broke out with full force upon his advancement, 
in all the forms of infult : one inftance of which, 
not commonly known, deferves to be mentioned 
here. 

Soon after his promotion, while a gentleman was 
with him who came to pay his compliments upon it, * 
a packet was brought in, fealed, and direded to his 
grace i upon opening •f which, there appeared a 

Qialk 
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maik ioclofed, but nothing written. The arch* 
bifl)<^9 without any figns of emotion^ threw it care* 
Iei9y among his papers on the tabic; and, on tlie 
gendeman's expreffing great furprize and indigna* 
tion at the affront, his grace only fmilcd, and faid, 
** This was a gentle rebuke, 'if' compared with fonic 
others that lay there in black and white^*' pointing 
to the papers on the table. 

Nor could the feries of ill treatment which he 
received ever provoke him to a temper of revenge, 
being far from indulging himfelf in any of thofe 
liberties in fpeaking of others, which were, to fo 
immeafurable a degree, made ufe of againft himfelf. 
And, upon a bundle of libels found among his pa* 
pcrs after his death, he put no other infcription than 
this : *' Thefe are libels. I pray God forgive the 
writers ; I do."^ 

The calumnies fprcad againft him, though the 
falfeft which malice could invent, and the confidence 
with which they were averred, joined with the envy 
that accompanies a high fiation, had indeed a greater 
operation than could have been imagined, coniidcr-, 
ing how long be had lived on fo public a fcene, and 
how well he was known. It i'eemed a new and, 
unufual thing, that a man, who, In the courfe of 
above thirty years, had done fo much good, and 
fo many fervices, to fo many perfons^ without ever 
once doing an ill office, or a hard thing, to any one, 
and who had a fweetnefs and gentlenefs in him that 
feemed rather to lean to an excefs, Ihould yet meet 
with fo much unkindnefs and injuftice. But he bore 
all this with a fubmii{ion to the will of God ; nor 
had it it any effcft on him, to change either his tem- 
per or his maxims, though pechaps it might in- 
wardly afFeft his health. 

He was fo exaftly true, in all the reprefentationt 
of things or perfons which he laid before tiielr ma- 

VoL. V. C jefties^ 
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jcftics, that lie never railed the charafter of hia friends, 
nor funk that of thofe who defervcd not fo well of 
him ; bin offered every thing to them with that fih- 
eerlty which fo well became him. His truth ind 
candour were perceptible in almoft every thing which 
he faid or did ; his looks and whole manner feeming 
to t«ike away all fufpicton concerning him ; fot he 
thought nothing in this world was worth much'arr, 
or great management. 

He did not long furvive his advancement ; for* 
on Sunday the i8th of November, 1694, he was 
feized with a fudden illnefs, while he was at the 
chapel in Whitehall.: but, though his conntcnance 
fliewed that- he was indifpofed, he thought it not de- 
cent to interrupt the fervice. The fit indeed came 
ilowly on; but it feemcd to be fatal, and foon tujned 
to a dead pal fy. The oppreflion of his diftempcr 
was fo great, that it became very uneafy for him to 
fpcak ; but it appeared, that his underftanding was 
ftill dear, though otliers could not have the advan-, 
tage of it. He continued ferene and calm^ and, in 
broken words, faid, that, he thanked God, he was 
quiet within, .^nd had nothing then to do but to 
wait the will of Heaven. 

He WrS attertded, the two laft nights of his illnef?, 
by his friend Mr. Ne'fon, the author of " The Fafts 
and Feltivals of the Church of England 5** in whole 
arms he expired, on the lOth of Decembei:, 1694., 
iii the frxty-fifth year of his age. 

The forrow for his death was more univerfat than 
wjs ever kn.Q\yn for a fubjeft j and, when* his fu- 
n ral was apJ>ointed, th^re was a numerous train of 
coaches, filled with perfons of rank and condition, 
who came voluntarily, to affift at .that fo}cmnrt)r, 
from Lambeth to the church of St^, i^aurence Jewry^ 
where his body was inte-rred, and a;monument after- 
wards 
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* wards ereded to his memory, with the following in- 
icription ; ' 

P. M, 

Reverendii&mi U fanflifiimi Pr^fulis 

JoHANNIi TiLLOTSON, 

i^hiepifcopt Cantuartenfis, 

C^ncionatoris olim hac in Ecclefia 

Per Afinos XXX celcl>errimi. 

Qui obiit X^ Kal. Dcc^MDCLXXXXIV, 

JttMs fuac LXIIII. 

Hoc pofuit Elizabbtha 

Conjux iilius mocriifima. 



The arcbbi (hop's theological works are ftlll held' 
in the highcft repute, and have been frequently re- 
printed ; many of his fermons have likewife been 
tranilated into foreign languages : to the laft edition 
in folio is prefixed bis Life, by the editor, Dr. 
Birch, from which the prefent memoirs are chiefly 
excra^ed. 



*^* JuiJi9ntiis. fiircVs Life of Tiflotfon, ed't. 
17^2. Burnet's Hill, of his own Times. Biogra- 
phia JBritaQoica» 
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The life of 
Sir GEORGE S A VILE, 

Marq^uis of HALIFAX. 

[A. D* 1630, to 1695.] 



SIR GEORGE S A VILE, a celebrated ftatcf- 
man and political writer, was the cldcft fon of 
Sir WHliam SaviJe, baronet, whofe title and eftate 
he inherited. The family, from which hewasde- 
fcendcd, is of great antiquity in Yorkfhire. — It is 
conjectured, from the date of his return from his 
travels, that Sir George SaVile was born about the 
year 1630. But all we know of the early part of 
his life IS, that he was v^ry a6)ive in compaffing the 
reftoration of Charles 11. ; that, foon after that uera, 
he difcovcred very great abilities for the fcrvice of 
the nation ; and that, in confideration of his own 
and his late father's loyalty to the crown, he was 
raifed to the peerage, by the ftile and title of Baron 
Savile of Eland, and Vifcount Savile, In 1672; and 
the fame year he went to Holland, with the duke of 
Buckingham and the earl of Arlington, with whom 
he was joined in commiflion, as ambafiador extra- 
ordinary and minifter plenipotentiary, to negociate a 
peace between France and the States General, in 
which he met with great oppofltioo, from the envy 
#f ills colleagues. 

la 
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' Iq 1675, a bill was brought into the houfe of 
peers, by which ai! members of either houfe of par- 
liament, and all who poflcfled any office, were re- 
quired to fwear, that it was not lawful, upon any 
pretence whatfocTcr, to take up arms againft the 
king-; that they abhorred the traitcrous pofition of 
taking arms by his authority againft bis perfon,'Or 
againft thofe commiffioncd by him ; and that they 
would hot at any time endeavour the alteration of 
the Protcftant religion, or of the eftabtifhed govern- 
ment, cither in church or ftate. But this bill, by 
which it was intended to exclude all men from par- 
liament, or from any offices under the govern menty 
but the friends of pailive-obedience and non^reiif-^ 
tance, was vigoroufly oppofed ; and, among others, 
lo;d Halifax zealoufly exerted, bimfelf againft Co 
pernicious a bill, which was, indeed; utterly in« 
compatible with the principles of the Engliih con« 
ftitution. 

In 1676, he was removed from the council-board, 
by the intercft of the earl of Danby, tlie lord? 
treafurer. However, upon a change in the miniftry, 
in 1679, his lordfhip was made a member of the 
new council. And the fame year, in the confulta- 
tions about the bill for excluding the duke.of York 
from the throne, he oppofed that hfieafure; but pro- 
pofed fuch limitations of James's authority, in caf* 
of his acceffioii to the throne, as (bould difable him 
from doing any h'arm, either in church or Aate } 
fuch as the taking out of his hands all power in ec* 
clejiaftical matters, the difpofal of thp public money^ 
and the power of making peace and war, and lodg-p 
ing thefe in the two Jioulisrs of parliament; and that 
the parliament in being, at the king's death, (hould 
continue, without a, new fummons,' and affume.thc 
adminiftration. And it was faid, by fome of Ha- 
lifax's friends, that the limitations propofed were fo 
C 3 advan- 
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advantageous to public liberty, that a roan might be 
tempted to v/'ilh for a PopiJIi king, in order lo olW 
tain tbero« Upon this dif^rence of opixuons, a. fac- 
tion was (julcklj formed in the new council ; Hali- 
fax, Eflex, and Sunderland, declaring for limitations^ 
and againft the excluiion ; while Sbafteibury waa 
equally ^ealoo&for the latter. 

When the bill was brought into the houfe of 
peers, lord Halifax appeared with great refolutlon at 
the bead of the debates againft it ; and Mr. Hume 
fkySf '^ that oa this occafiea be difplayed an extent 
of capacity^ and a force of eloquence, which had 
never beca furp^lFed in tixat affcrably." The part 
which he took in this afiair gave fo much oflFence K> 
the houfe of commons, that k occafioned them, foon 
after, to addrefs the king to remove him from his 
councils and prefence for ever. But he prevailed 
with his majedy fuon .after to dfiiblve that parli^a- 
ment, and then he was created an earl. However^, 
vpan the king^s defeiring to call a new parliament^ 
aocordiAg to hi^ promiie to his lordlhfp, he is faid 
t<l have fallen fick, through vexation of miqd; and* 
h« expofiulated fevercly with thofe wha were fent' 
to him on that affair, rcfiifing the poft both of fccrc- 
laxy of ftate, and lord lieutenant of Irtknd. 

A new parliament was called in 1680, whereia 
t^e earl of Halifax flill oppofed the excluiion-bill, 
4nd gained great reputation by his management of 
tl)e debates -, but this occaiioo^d a new addrefs from 
the houfe of commons to remove him. However,, 
after that bill was rejeAed in: the houfe of peei^^ his 
lordfc p prcffcd tbem, though without foccefs, to 
proceed to limitations ; and began with moving,, 
that the duke of York might be obliged to live fiva 
hundred miles out of England donng the kingli 
iiie, 

... \ i - la 
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^ fa Augufty liZiy he wai crated a Marquis, and 
ibon after made privy-real ; and, upon king Jamr»S 
accefltoiii prelident of the council. But, on rcfu- 
fiag his confeot to the repeal of the teft^, he, wa$ 
told by that morraich, tha^ though hexould never 
forget his paft fervices^ yet^fince he would not com« 
ply in that pointy he was refolvcd to have all of a 
piece: and fo his lordfiiip was difniifled from all pub* 
lie employments. " 

Up was afterwards, confulted by Mr. Sidney, 
whether he would advife the prince of Orange's 
coming over; but the matter being opened to him at 
a great diftance, he did not encourage a fan her 
freedom, co^fidcring the attempt as impradlicable, 
fince it depended upon (o many accidents. Ye*, 
upon the arrival of that prince, he waifent by the 
king, with the earls of Rochefter and Godolphif>, 
to treat with his highnefs, then at Hungerfbrd, 
' In thataflembly of the lords which met,artcr king 
James's withdrawing himfclf the firft time froiVk 
Whitehall, the marquis of Halifax was chofen their 
prefident: and upon' the king^s return from Fever- 
flianr, he was fent, together with the earls of Shrewf- 
bury and Delamer, from the prince of Orange, with 
a meiTage, direct. ng his majefty to qujt his palace 
at Whitehall, and retire to lomc place in the coun- 
try, ,In the Convention-parliament he was chofen 
fppaker of tlie houfe of Lords, and ftrenuouily fup« 
ported the motioii of the vacancy of the throne, and 
the conjun^ive fov^rcignty of the prince and prin- 
cc(8» upon whofcacceffion he was aga n made privy- 
ieal. But in the fefiion of 1689 the marquis quitted 
the court, and became a zealous oppofer of the mea« 
iures of government till his death, which hap- 
pened in April, 1695, ^^^^S decafioned by a gan-* 
grene in a rupture thac-he had long neglefled 
When he faw death inevitably approachip<T, He 
C 4 fliewed 



32 Sir GEORGE S A VILE, 

fhewed a philofophical firmncfs of mind, and pr<v 
feifed himfelf a fincere Chriiliani lamenting the 
many errors of hit paft life. 

It h obfcrved by the author of the Britifli Bio- 
graphy, that ^* the marquis of Halifax was a mail 
of fine genius, confiderable learning, and great elo^ 
quence. He was much celebrated for his wit ; but 
he has been cenfured for the imprudent exertion of 
i'* The livelinefs of his imagmation, it has bcea 
faid, fomctimes got the better of his judgement) for 
he would never lofe his jeft, though it fpoiled his 
argument, in the graveft debate. He was alfa 
charged with being unftcady in his principles. And 
Mr» Hume, fpeakmg of him, fays, * This^man, 
who poffeffcd the fineft genius, and raoft extenfive 
capacity, of all employed in public affairs during the 
reign of Charles !!• aftedted a fpecies of neutrality 

* between the parties, and was efteemed the head of 
that fiiiall body known by -the denomination of 
Trimmers* This conduft, which is much more 
natural to men of integrity than of ambition, could 
nor, however, procure him the former charaflcr ; 

^ and he was always, with reafpn^ regarded as an in* 
triguer, rather than a patriot.' His private charac* 
ler appears tq have been amiable ; and he was punc- 
tual in his payments, and jufl and honourable ia 
his tranfajdlions with other$. He was fucceeded ia 
his honours and efiates by hi& fon William ; but he 
dying without male iffue in 1700, the dignity be- 
came extindl in his family ; and the title of earl of 
Halifax was revived in the perfo» of Charles Mou** 
tague, the fame year." 

From the fame work we (hall alfo give the fd* 
lowing account of his writings ; 
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«* The marquis of Halifax was the author of the 
following pieces ; . 

L * Advice to a Daughter/ This is an excellent 

piece : Mr. Granger obferves, that it contains 
more good fenfe, in fewer words, than is per* 
haps to be~ found in any of his contemporary aa* 
tbors. 

II. • The Life of a Trimmer j His Opinion of the 
Laws and Governroenr, the Prcteftant Religion, 
the Papifts, and Foreign Affairs/--— -In this 
piece the noble writer has given his own political 
fentiments at large ; and if thefe fentiments are 
compared with his condud)-, perhaps the latter will 
appear more confident and uniform than it hat 
commonly been fuppofed to be. 

HI. * The Anatomy of an Equivalent.* 

IV. * A Letter to a Diffenter, upon Occafion of his 
Majefty*s (James IL) late gracious Declaration of 
Indulgence^' 

V. * Some Cautions offered to the Confideration qf 
thofe who are to chooie Members to ferve in the 
cnfuijig Parliament.'— —There are many excel-, 
lent obfervations in this piece, which deferves the 
atteiition of thofe wlio have a right to vote for 
members of parliament. 

VL * A rough Draught of a new Model at Sea.* 
VIL * Maxims of State.' From which we fliall 

fcUa the following : 

« A prince who falleth out with the laws, breake^ 
with his bcft friends.* 

* The exalting his own authority above his laws 
is like Icttirg-in his enemy to furprize h.s guards. 
The laws are the only guards he can be furc will 
never run away from hiih>.* 

- * Arbitrary power is like moft other ihipgi that we 
very hard, they are alfo very apt to break.* 

C 5 * Where 
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* Whtft ^e lead uftful part of th« people have 
the moil credit with the prince, msor will conclude^ 
that the way to get every thing is to be good for no- 
thing/ 

* If a prince does not Ihew^ an averiion to knaves^ 
there will be an inference t^Mt will be very natural, 
let it be never fe unmannerly/ 

* A prince who foUoweth hia own opinion too 
foon, is ia danger of repenting it too late/ 

* The prince is to take care that the greater part 
t)f the people may not be angry at the fame time i 
-for though the firft beginning of their ill-faumour 
ftould be againft one another, yet, if not fiopr^ it 
^ill naturally end in anger againft him.*" 

^ Q^snging hands, withoxu changing meafuret^ is 
as if a drunkard in adropfy ihould change his doc» 
tors, and not bis diet/ 

' Quality alone (hould onty fervc t9 make a (hew 
in the embroidered part of the government; but ig- 
norance, though never fo well bora, (hould never 
be admitted to (pbil the public buftncfs.** 
'" '-♦A people may let a king; fall, yet ftil I remain a 
people; but if a king tet bis people flip from him^ 
he is no longer king/ 

"'All the above trafts were co/kaed together, and" 
puWiihed in one volume, 8to. in 1704. The third 
cJitton was publifhcd in 1717^ in icrmo. The mar* 
qtiis alfo wrote, * Hiftorical Obfcivations upoa tbc- 
Reigns of Edward I. II. III. and Richard IL with 
•Remarks upon their faithful Counfellors and fiilfe 
Tayouritcs :' and fome other fmall pieces,** 

*#^ 4H*herifUs* Walpote^s Catalogue of Roval 
and Noble Authors. Brkilh Biog. voL VI. 8vo. 

•Alio.. 
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The life o» 

Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

[A- D. 1628, to 1698-] 



THIS eminent ftatcfman, ^nd admired author^ 
was defcended from a younger branch of th« 
.family of the Temples, at Templc-hall^an Leicef- 
terfliire. He wasgrandfoDvof Sir William Temple, 
Secretary to the unfortunate Robert earl of Eflex* 
and afterwards provoft of Dublin college ; and Ton 
of Sir John Temple, mafier of the rolls in Ireland 
in the reign of Charles I. by Mary, ftfter of fhq 
learned Dr. Henry Hammond: be w«s boni atl^cn^ 
don, 10 the year 1^28. 

From his yoqth he difcovcred a curious and penc* 
ftrating genius, a{)d a remarkable thiift after know-* 
ledge^ which his father happily took ca:re to culti» 
vate by a gente^l^and liberal education. At eight 
years. ()ld hisv^as fent to fchoolat Pen/liv»rft, in Kent, 
und^r the c^^ of; his-unqle, Dr. Hfit^nvpi)^^ ^hto 
xniaill^r of : the parilh.. .From thence*, ^ ^tep, be 
weni: to Mr. Leigh, fchpohiiaftcr of Bifhop-Stort* 
ford ; aady at feventeen, he was placed at Emanue) 
CillcgCv in Cambridgp, under the celebrated ^Dr- 
Rajph CMdwprth, autb^i^ of *^ The iWUeflyal 
Syftem," . ...;, , i, 

. . C6 In 
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In this univerfity he diftinguiihed himfelf by the 
improvements he made in every part of human learn- 
ing ; and, befides the ancient tongues, he made 
himfelf perfect mailer of the two moft ufcful modern 
languages., the French and the Spanifh. So that, 
when he removed from thence, he had, by his genius 
and h's induftry, rendered himfelf capable of any 
public employment. ... ... 

At nineteen he began his travels into France i 
and paffing through the Ifle of Wight, where king 
Charles J. was then prifoner in Cariibrook*caftle, he 
there met with Mrs. Dorothy Olborn, daughter of 
Sir Peter Ofborn, then governor of Gtternfey for the 
king, Who was going, with her brother, to ^eir fa-* 
ther at St. Malo^s. 

He accompanied them ; and commenced a friencf- 
fliip with that young lady, which lafted feren years, 
and then ended in a happy marriage. He pafled two 
years in France, acquired a perfeA 'knowledge of 
the manners of that country, and foon after made 
a tour into Holland, Flanders, and Germany, in 
which he further polifhed and improved his natural 
abilities. 

After his return in 1654, and during the Ufurpa* 
tiof!, he palled bis time privately, with hh wife, hb 
father, his Jtwo brothers, and a fifter, in Ireland.-— 
The five years he lived there were fpent chiefly lA 
liis clofet, in improving himfelf in hiftory and pht* 
lofophy ; and he refufcd all folicitations of entering 
into any public emptoyment, till the Reftofation, 
when he was chofen member of the conventioR in 
Ireland, as he'was likcwife of the fubfequent par-* 
Jiament, for the county of Carlow ; and, in 16629 
he was appointed one of the commiffioners tabe fent 
from the jparliament to the king, to whofe favour he 
was introduced by the lord chancellor Clarendon and 
the earl of Arlington. 

From 
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Froth thiff time, during the twenty fuccceding 
years (that is to fay, from thcthirty-fecond to the 
nfty-fecond year of his age), he continued to adl aa 
a counfeltor of ftate, with particular honour and 
fitccefs ; which period he took to be the part of a 
man's life moft fit to be dedicated to the fervices of 
his prince and country ; the reft being, as he ob- 
fervedy too much taken up with his pleafures or his 
'Cafe. 

To give a particular account of his negociations 
at home and abroad, would be carrying us beyond 
our plan, as it would oblige us to enter into a tedious 
detail of the foreign tranfa<aio?s of great part of the 
reign of Charles II. We (hall therefore only take 
notice of the moft materia! treaties which he had a 
principal fhare in concluding : the firft was a fecret 
treaty with the bifhop of Munfter, to enter into the 
war againft the Dutch, as an ally to Charles 11. ; 
which he accompliflied with great dexterity, and 
more e^ipedition than his court expeAed, though 
-the prcliminarifcs had been previoufly fettled by a 
correfpondence between the earl of Arlington, fecre* 
tary of ftate, and the bifliop. This affair was con- 
du£led with fuch addrefs, that the bilhop was in the 
field, at the head of his troops, before the other powers 
ot Europe had any fufpicion of the negociation.-^ 
Upon tWs occafion Mr*. Temple travelled in difguife, 
and fuffcrcd feme hardftiips ; but, after the treaty was 
concjjuded, he Was allowed to go to BruiTels, where 
a refident's commiffion was fent to him, together 
with a patent treati|)g him a baronet. 

rThc following year he fent for his family front 
England ; but, before their arrival, he was obliged 
to fct out a fecond time for Munfter, to prevent the 
bi&op from making peace with the Dutch, owing 
to his ftipend from England not being regularly 
paid« Having fettled this matter, to the fatisiadlion 
6 of 
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of both courts^ be returned to Bniflclsi and remain* 
ed there till the latter end of the ycar^ when, a 
peace being concluded between EngUnd and Hol- 
landy ahd Sir WiUiam'a lifter, who liv««^ with h\tjfk 
at Bruffels, having a great deiire to fce Holland^ 
he accompanied her to that country incogf^.-^ 
While he was at the Hague, he made a private vifit 
to the famous penfionary De Witt, which laid the 
foundation of his future intimacy with him, and of 
his being employed to found that flatefmai& on the 
fubjeft of the triple alliance, between England, Hol- 
land, and Sweden, againft the growing power of 
France, which was the only grand political manosuvre 
in the reign of Charles II. ahd reflects the higbeft 
honour on the abilities and condud of Sir WiUiana 
Temple. 

This accomplilbed miniSer was fent to the Hague, 
in five days after his recall from Bruflek, with ihc- 
charader of envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
to the States General. Two days after his arrival, thf 
conferences were opened \ and ifi five, days more th^ 
league was perteded. De Witt, who inclined a littlf 
to the French . intereft, could not help cooqplimeot« 
ing him with having the honour, which never any 
other minifier had before him, of drav^ing the Stat/:t 
to a refolution and concluiion in five, days upon a 
matter of the greateft importance, and an affiftance 
of the greateft expence they had ever been engaged 
in ; and all dire&ly againft the natiire of their con** 
fiitution, which enjoined them to have recoMrfe to 
their provinces, adding, '^^ Tluit, .now it was. done^ 
it looked like a miracle.'* 

Upon the concluiion of the treaty,'^two letter^ 
were written, one from De Witt to the earl oi Arr 
lington ; and the fecond from the jStates General to 
the king of Great Britain; of wWich feme notice 
ought to be taken. ^ 

'' . ' The 
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The former fays, *^ As it was impoffible to fend 
a inhiifter of greater capacity, or more proper for 
the temper or genius of thisnation, than Sir William 
Temple ; fb, I believe, no other perfon either will, 
or cs|n, more equitaUy jwlgc of the difpofitioa 
wherein he has found the States, to anfwer the* good 
intentions of the king of Great Britain." 

In the States-letter they tell the king, *^ As it iii 
a thing without example, that, in fo few days, three 
fucb important treaties have been concluded; fb wc 
can fay, that the addrefs, tb^ vigilance, and the fin» 
cerity, of Sir WiUiam Temple, ar^ alfo without 
example. If your majefty contiuncs to make uie 
of foch minlfters, the knot will grow too faft ever 
to be untied." And yet Sir WiUiam Temple^ with 
BO iefs^wit than modefty, gave another turn to it in 
jt letter to Moniieur Gourvill^, faying, " They 
will needs have me pafs here for one of great abili-^ 
ties, for having, fin iifaed and iigned,. in five days, » 
treaty of fuch importance to Chriflendom : but I 
will tell yott the fecret of it ; To draw things out 
of their centre, requires labour and addrefs to put 
them in motion ; bur, to make them return thither, 
nature helps fo far, that there needs no more thaa 
juft to fet them a goiog.^ 

But the mod ample and curious account of the 
progrefs of this memoraUe negotiation, from firft to 
laft,. is to be found in a letter from Sir William to 
the ea<l of Arliogton, dated from the Hague, on the 
day it was concluded, Jan. 24th, 1668; for which. 
wc refer the reader to Sir William Temple's ftat€» 
pap-rs in his works. 

Sir Wiltism Temple returned to BruiTels foon 
after the ratificatipn of the treaty, and a 'negocia*^ 
tion being (et on foot for. a peace between trance 
and Spain, Sir William was orldercd^ by the court 

of 
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cf London, to repair to the congrcfs to be .lie W for 
that purpofe at Aix-la-Cbapellcy in quality of his 
majefty's ambaffador-cxiraordinary and mediator.— 
He arrived there about the end of April; and to his 
addrefs^ principally is afcribed the compliance of the 
Spanifh minifters with the conditions propofed, fo 
that ibcy figncd the articles of peace on the 2d of 
May, though Sir Leoh'ne Jenkins, who had l^cen 
fent there on the part of England, met with nothing 
but cvafions and delays, before the arrival of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, 

Upon his return to BruiTels, he found letters from 
the fecretary of ftate, informing him, that he was 
again appointed ambaflfador-extraordinary to the 
States- General, in order to confirm the triple* 
alliance, and to folicit the emperor and the German 
princes, by their minifters, to enter into it. Ac- 
cordingly he fet outYor the Hague in Auguft, and 
was received there with all poffible marks of refpcft, 
being fpecially honoured with the acquaintance and 
confidence of the prince of Orange, afterwards 
William III. But the meafares of the Englife 
court being changed, in September, 1669, in favour 
of France, he received orders to haften over to Eng- 
land, where he met at firft with a very cool recep- 
tion ; and was preffed to return to the Hague, and 
make way for a war with Holland ; wkh which coan* 
try, not two years before, he had been fo much ap* 
plauded for having made fo ftrlA an alliance. But 
he excufed himfelf from having any Ihare in thl^ 
t>u(inefs, and retired to his houfe at Sltene, near 
Richmond, in Surrey. 

In this interval of his leifure and recefs from pub- 
lie employments, it was, that he wrote his ** Obfcr- 
Vations on the United Provinces,*' and one part of 
bis ** Mifcellanies.** 

It 
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^ It cedoUnds greatly to the honour of this boneft 
ftatefraan, that, while the ducfaefs of Orleans, filler 
€0 Charles IL preferved her influence over the king* 
and made him . the dupe of France^ he wbuld not 
accept of any employment »^at home or abroad ^ 
but the politics of the court changing once more 
towards the end of the fummer, 1673, the king, 
growing weary of the fecond Dutch war, rcfolvcd 
to fend Sir iVilliam Temple to Holland, to conclude 
a peace ; but full powers having been fent at this 
time from thence to the marquis de Frefne^ the Spa- 
nifh ambaifador at London, Sir William Temple 
was ordered to treat with him ; and in three days he 
conclxided the whole affair. 

As a' reward for this fervicc, he was offered the 
embafly to Spain ; which, for want of his father's 
confcnt, who was then old and infii^m^ he refufed ; 
as he did foon after' the place of fecretary of ftatc^ 
for want of fix thoufand pounds, which he «was to 
lay down for it, aind could not fpare. 
. In June, 1674, he was again fent ambaflador to 
the Hague^ and was afterwards one of the ambaffa* 
dors and mediators in .the treaty of Nimeguen. It 
was during his refidence in Holland at this time, 
that he was the great inftrument \n fecuririg the 
religion and liberty of his country, by bringing 
about a marriage between the prince of. Orange^ 
afterwards William III. and the princcfs Mary, 
daughter ta James Duke of York, and niece to 
Charles II. 

This grand affair was concerted by Sir William 
Temple and the friends of .the Protcftant religion, 
and was brought, to maturity chiefly by his dexterity, 
in the year 1677, contrary to the will of her royal 
bighnefs's father, and not very much to the inch* 
nation of the^king her uncle. In tlie Utter part of 

this 
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ittf traoikfiton, indeed, he mide ufe of the aflSftancer 
of the lord'treafurer Danby, afterwards dyke o£ 
Leeds, who thought the a&iroTthat hapfMneft aod 
importance to* the pnblick^ that the duke, in print^ 
declared, ** That he would not fufier that part of hk- 
iervfce to be boried in oblivioo i**" yet, that Sir WiU 
Ham Temple was the chief agent. in this raomentoo* 
bufinefs, the foHowlng letter from him to his fathsf 
will clearly evince :. . 

**Ta Sir Ja«N TiMFLEi 

. •* London, November -^ 1677^- 

*^ Though I do not trouble yos^fren with pub-*- 
Kc news or buiineis, yet I am fenfible of having, 
loo much negleded it of late, confldering what ha$ 
pafi'ed ^ which t know you will be more pleafed 
with than any yoa have been entertained with a 
great while r ior i' r<fmember how often,, and h*«r. 
much, you have defired to fee the prince of Oraiige 
married here ; not only from your good wiihes to 
him, but from your appreheniions of fome greater 
matches that might befall u«, and with confe* 
quences ill enough to pofteritv, 9s well as to the 
prefent age. I am in a good deal of hafie at this 
prefent time, and therefoie fhall fum uptr great deal 
in a little room.^ 

* *^ The prince of Orange came to the king at New* 
market, where he was. mighty well received, both 
of king and duke. I made the acquaintance there 
between the prince and my lord-treafttrei* ; and in 
ftich a manner, as though they were not at all 
knowq before to one another, yet they fell very iboa 
into coniideace. 

"The 
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** The prioce faid not a word to any of them of 
any thoughts of a wife while they flayed at NeW' 
market ; and told me, ' No coofideration (hould 
move him in that affair, till he had Teen the lady/ 
The day after he faw her here, he moved it. to the* 
king and duke; and, though he did it with fo good 
a grace, that it was very well received, yet, in four 
or fivie days treaty, it proved to be.intanglrd in fuch> 
difficiihies, that the prince fent fpr me one night,, 
and uttering his whole heart,, told me, ^ He was re« 
folved to give it over, repenting him from the heart 
of his. journey, and would begone within twodays^ 
and gruft God Almighty with what would follow ^^ 
and (b went to-bed the moft melancholy that ever I 
faw him in my life. Yet, before elevea o'clock the 
next morning, the king fent me to him, to let hiiiv 
know he was refoived oa the match, and that it 
flioiiM be done immediatety, and in the priaceV 
own way. ^ 

*< Thus far what had pafled went no farther than 
the king, the duke,, the prince, the lord-treafurer, 
and me ; but that afternoon it was declared at the 
foreign committee, and next day at council; yoa» 
will eafiiy imagine with what general joy*. I can* 
l^ot but tell you, that no man feems to lay it to> 
heart fo much as my lord Arlington, having had no^ 
part in it,, which he could not but take notice of t^ 
the primce ; who told me, his compliment to him 
«pon it was, * That fome things, though they werec 
good in.tlicrofclves, yet were fpoiled by th«l manner 
of doing, ihcm ; but this, was in itfelf fo good, that 
the manner of doing it could not fpoil it.'— I anp 
told, he lays it upon me, and will never forgive 
ne ; which I muft bear as well as I can : but yet,... 
becaufe you know how we have formerly lived, I 
will tell you, that it was not only impofliblc my 
lord-treafurer and he ihould concur in one thing,. 
4, bu^ 
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but be had likewife loft all the prince's cohfij^nce 
and opinion fince his laft journey into Hdlland.— »• 
Bcfides, for niy own part, I found, thefe tvo ycart 
paft, he could not bear my being fo well ncithct 
wtth the prince nor with the treafUrer ; but endea- 
voured, by Sir Gabriel Sylvius, to break the firtf, 
by fteps which the prince acqiiaiftted lAe with ; nor 
could he hold reproaching me tvirh the la'ft, wheru 
€ver I went to him, though he himfcif had firft ad* 
vifed me to apply myfelf to my lord-treafurer all I 
trould, upon my laft embafly into Holland, and 
•though I had ever fince told them,both, I would live 
well with them both, let them live as ill as they 
would one with another ; and my lord-treafurer had 
been fo reafonable as to be contented with if. 

•* Since the marriage, the king and the prince have 
fallen into the bufincfs abroad, and agreed upon the 
terms of a peace, which the king will offer to France; 
and fuch as, they both conclude, will fecurc Flar^erSe 
They both agree, that I muft of neceffity go to Pa- 
ris immediately upon this errand, and bring a pofi- 
tive anfwer from that couft within a time prefixed, 
1 never undertook any journey more unwillingly^ 
knowing in what opinion I ftand already at that 
court ; how deeply they refent the \ prince's match 
without their communication, or the leaft word to 
their ambaflador here ; and with how little reafon I 
can hope to be the welcomer for this errjnd. But 
the king will abfolutcly have it ; and fo I have made 
all my fmall preparations, and think lo be gone with* 
in two days; which is all at prefent, but to alk your 
blcffing, and aflTutc you of my b^ing, 

♦'Sir, Yours, &c. - 
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After having performed fuch important fcrviccs ^ 
to the crown and kingdom. Sir William Temple, in 
the year 1679, was again foliclted to enter upon the 
office of fecretary of (iate ; but he declined it, upon 
account of the uncertain fituation of alFairs ; at the 
fame time adviiing the king to form a new council, 
of which he was appointed one ; though afterwards, 
upon the king's declaring his intention to prorogue 
the parliament to an unufual length of time, witli- 
«ut fufferiog his council to debate ;he mjcafure, he 
ufed fuch freedom of fpeech in oppofing this mea* 
fure, that bis name was ftruck out of the council* 
book. 

This gave him a fair opportunity, as he was now 
greatly chagrined at the conduft of adminiftration^ 
to fend the king word, that he would live the reft 
of bis life as <;ood a fubje£l as any in his kingdoms, 
but never meddle again with public affairs : — a re-^ 
folution which he inviolably maintained, fpending 
the cemainder of his days, partly at Shene, but after 
his foil's marriage at Moor-park, near Farnham, in 
Surrey, without having any concern in the troubles 
of the fhort, ignominious reign of James IL by 
whona he was held in perfonal efteem j or the lealt 
previous knowledge of the prince of Orange's expe- 
dition to England in 1688 ; and refufing the earneft 
felicitations of that prince, when be was advanced^ 
to the throne, to engage bim in his fervice, and 
to be fecretary of fiate« though he was often con- 
fulted by him in his moft £bcret and important ^U 
fairs. 

But though Sir William Temple declined accept- 
ing any public employment under king William, 
be confented that his (on, John Ten>ple, efq. fliould 
accept the office of fecretary at war ; in which fta- 
Uon he had not aded above a week, before he took 
&boat, as if defigningto go to Greenwich ; but, 

when 
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^when he bad proceeded a little way, lie ordered the 
waterman to let him on fliore^ where he made tip 
feme difpatches he had forgotten at a public* hoafe^ 
and then went into the boat again : when they were 
near London-bridge, he dropt a (hilling and a note 
in the boat unperceived, and then flung himfelf into 
the Thames. The note contained thefe words : 
*^ My folly, in undertaking what I was not able to 
perform, has done the! king and kingdom a greae 
deal of prejudice. I wifh him all happinefs, andablef 
fenrants than John Temple.^* 

It was conjedured that he alluded to his inca^^ 
pacity for tl^e office of fe.cretary at war, becaufe he 
had diked the king leave to reiign the day before i 
but the true caufe of bis fatal end, mofi probably^ 
was his having recommended his friend captain 
Hamilton^ a prifoner in the Tower oafafpieioa of 
treafon, to king William, as a proper perfon to be 
fent over to Ireland, to engage Tyrconnel, then in 
arms for king James, to fubmit; and he had even 
paiTed his word to king William, who miftruiled 
Hamilton, for hrs fidelity. But this perfidious friend 
was no fooncr in Ireland, than he joined Tyrconnel, 
difluaded him from fiabmitting to the new govern-^ 
mcnt, and, at the head of a regiment, attacked king 
Wiiltam*s troops before Inniikilling, commanded by 
general Macartay. 

The taunts of rival courtier? threw Mr. Temple 
into a profound melancholy ; and though the king, 
convrnced of hfs innocence, forgave him his error 
2ft judgemeot, he never got the better of it. 

This fatal blow rrcjuired all Sir William's forti- 
ttrde and greatnefs of foul to enable him to furvive 
it ; and he felt it the morcfcnfibly, as^ he had rather 
countenanced in converfatioti this fingular principle, 
^ That d wife man might difpofe of himfelf, and 
nake his lUt as fiK>iT as he pkafedt** 

The 
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'The unFortTinate Mr. Temple had mtrried Ma* 
iSemoifelle Du Pteffis Rombouillet, a French tady^ 
by whom he bad two daughttars. To tbcfe youog 
ladies. Sir William Tempie, who died in .16989 
bequeadied the greateft part of his eftate, vpitb thi$ 
.expre{a conditioOy that they (hould not marry 
Frenchmen. 

According to tbe dirtAbixs in his will» his heart 
was depofited in a filver box, and buried under the 
fan-dial in his garden, oppofite to the wiRdow 
from whence he u&d ^o ceniempkte and admire 
the glorioas works of oatnre, with hia beloved 
iifter, the ingenious lady GtflFard ; a lady, who, aa 
ftie had Quired and relieved the fatigues of his voy-> 
ages and ttavets during his public negociations, {o 
(he was the principal ddight and comfort of his'laft 
retirement and old age* 

His charaJS^ is briefly given by Dr. Birch, in 
his ** Lives of Iliuftrioua rerfons," in the following 
words : 

** He had an extraordinary vivacity, with (b 
agreeable a vein of wit laod fancy in hit converfation, 
that no body was welcomer in all forts of company ; 
but his humour was greatly affe<3cd by the (fl^a 
in fudden changes of weather, and efpecially from 
'the croffcs and dirappoincments which he fo often 
met with in his endeavours to contribute to the ho,» 
jiour and ferviee of his country. 

^* He was an exaA obferver of truth, thinkios 
Aoiie who had failed ence^ ought ever to be trufted 
again ; of great humanity and good nature ; his paC^ 
mns naturally warm and quick, but tempered by 
rcafon. 

" He never fccmed buf)r in his greateft employ- 
ifients, was devoted to his liberty, and therefore 
averfe to the (brvitude of cowts. He had been a 
paffionate lover, was a kind butband^ aa indulgent 

father. 
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father, a good mailer, an excellent friend^ and, 
knowing hitnfelf to be {b» was impatient of the leaft 
liifpicion or jealoufy from thofe he loved. 

" He was not without firong averfions, foasto 
be uneafy at the iirft fight of fome whom he difiiked, 
and impatient of their converfation ; apt to be warm 
in dirputes and expoftulations, which made him hate 
the one, and avoid the other ; being ufed to fay, 
* That they might fometimes do well between lovers, 
but never between friends.* 

** He had a very familiar way of converfihg with 
all forts of people, from the greatefl princes, to the 
meaneft fervatits, and even children, whofe iroper- 
fed language, and natural innocent talk, he was 
fond of, and made entertainment of every thing that 
could afford it. 

*^ He was born to a moderate efiate, and did not 
much increafe it during his employments. 
. " His religion was that of the Church of Eng- 
landf in which he was born and educated ; and, how 
]oofe ibever bifhop Burnet, who was not acquainted 
with him, in the ^ Hiftory of his own Times,' repre- 
ients his principles to have been, yet there is no 
ground for fucha refledion given in his writings ^ 
among which, his excellent letter to the counteis of 
EiTex is a convincing proof both^ of his piety and 
eloquence. 

. *' He was rather tall in fiature ; his jQiape, when 
young, very exaA ; his hair dark»brown, and curled 
naturally ; and, whilft that was efleemed a beauty, 
nobody had it in greater perfe£tion ; his eyes grey^ 
but lively ; and his body lean, but extremely a£ltve^ 
fo that none acquitted chemfelves better at all ex* 
crcifes.*' 

. Nothing more remains, but to mention the ad«^ 

liiired and ufeful literary labours of this great ftatef> 

K maa 
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man and polite writer. They confift of " Me- 
moirs," " Letters," ** Obfervations on the United 
Provinces," and " Mifcellanies." They are, in ge^ 
neral, either political or hiftoriqal, and fliould be 
read by every young gentleman who afpircs to pub- 
lic employments ; and by fuch a$ are appointed to 
foreign embailies. But a few of the " Mifcellanie*" 
are upen fubgefis of nnorality, philofophf, and criti- 
cifm, for which he deferves the grateful remembrance 
of his countrymen ; ** having,** as Mr. Hume ob- 
ferves, " kept himfelf, in his writirigs, altogether 
unpolluted by that inundation of vice and licen* 
tioufnefs which overwhelmed the nation in his 
time." 

His works have all pafled through fcveral editions, 
and are at prcfent in great repute. 



*^* Juihoriths. Boyer*s Memoirs of the Life 
and Negociations of Sit William Temple, 17 15, 
8vo. Life and Chara£ler of Sir Williacn Temple, 
written by a particular friend^,. prefixed to the folio 
edition of his works, in two vols. I73I» Birch's 
Livjss of lUuftrious Ferfoos* 
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The life of 

Sir CLOUDESLir SHOVEL. 

[ A. D. 1650, to 1707.] 

THIS gallant naval officer was born/in the year 
1650, of parents but in middling circum* 
ftances^ who^ having expe£tations fronn a relation 
of theirs called Cloudefly^ bellowed that name upon 
their fon, with a view of recommending him to 
his notice: but being difappointed in their expec- 
tationsy young Cloudcfly Shovel was put out appren- 
tice to a fhoeniaker; and to this trade he applied 
himfelf for fome years. But being of an afpiring 
genius, and finding no likelihood of railing bis for* 
tune this way, he went to fea as a cabin-boy, un- 
der Sir Chriftophcr Mynns; when after affiduoufly 
Audying navigation, for which he had a natural ge- 
nius, he fcon became an able mariner, and quickly 
arrived at preferment, efpccially from the recommen- 
dation of the ^celebrated admiral. Sir John Narbo- 
rough, who having, by mere dint of capacity, raifed 
himfelf to the higheft honours of his profeffion, was 
the generous patron of thofc in whom he difcovered 
any extraordinary merit. 

After the conclufion of the fecond Dutch war, 
our merchants were much harraflbd in the Mediterra- 
nean by the Tripoline corfairs, notwithftanding the 
feveral treaties of peace concluded with them. THefe 
anfults obliged Charles II. in 1674, to fend a ftrong 

f(]uadroA 
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fquadroii into thofc parts, under Sir John N^rbo- 
rough, who ai^tived before Tripoli in the fpring of 
that year; where, from the appearance of the enemy's 
ftrength, and the nature of his infiruAions, which 
direfted him to try negociation rather than force, hc^ 
was induced to /end to the Dcy of Tripoli a per- 
fon in whofc capacity he. could confide, witH 
moderate terms of accommodation, only to defire 
fatisfadtion for what was paft, and fecurity for the 
future. The admiral pitched On Mr, Shovel, then 
a lieutenant under him, to deliver this nefTage; 
which he did wjth uncommon fpirit.: but the dcy^ 
from a contempt of his youth, treated him. very 
difrefpedfully, and at the fame time difmiiTed hio) 
with an indefinite anfwer. 

- Mr. Shovel, on his return, acquainted Sir John 
with the remarks he had made on (hore, and was 
fent back again with another meflage, and inftrufted 
with proper rules for further enquiry and obfer* 
vatlon. The dey treated Ml*. Shovel worfc the 
iecond time; but he bore it patiently, and mad^s 
life of it as an excufe for ftaying longer on Ihore. 

When he came back, he affured the admiral, 
that, /lotwithftanding the lines and forts, 'it was 
prafiicable to burn the fhips in the harbour. Ac- 
cordingly, lieutenant Shovel, with all the boat^ 
filled with combuftibles, boldly entered the port m 
tfce night of the fourth of March, 1675, *"^ Per- 
formed this fervice with a degree of fuccefs which 
is hardly conceivable. 

Ncr was k long before Mr. Shovel was rewarded 
for bis behaviour ; of which fuch honourably 
'niention. was made by Sir John, in all his letters, 
that Mr. Shovel, the next year, was made com- 
mander of the Saphire, a fifth-rate ; and foon after 
removed to the James-galley, a fourth-rate, where 
ke continued till the death of king Charles li. 

D a Prudemiil 
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Prudential reafons induced king James to employ 
captain Shovel, who, though fie was far from be- 
iug acceptable to him, had the command of the 
Dover, a fou)-th-rate, given to him; and in this 
fituation he continued till the Revolution. 

This event, fo agreeable to the captain's own 
fentiments, added -to his aiftivity, animated him to 
fignalJze hrmfelf* in the fervice of his new fovereigh ; 
and, accordingly, in the firft engagement in this 
^ reign, againft the French off Bantry-bay, he-'dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf fo much, by his courage and 
conduft, in the Edgar, a third-rate; that ypon 
king William's coming down to Portfmouth, he 
was pleafed to confer on him the honour of knight- 
hood : and being employed in June, 1691, to con- 
''voy the king and his arrny to Ireland, his majefty 
was fo highly pleafed with his indefatigable care and 
attention, ,that he not only promoted him to the 
rank of rear-admiral of the Hue, but alfo delivered 
him his commiffion with his own hands. 

On the tenth of Ju'y, king William receiving 
intelligence that tTie enemy intended to feiid above 
twenty Imall frigates into St. George's channel, 
in order to burn the tranfports, he was ordered 
to. cruize off Scilly, , or in fuch ftation as he (hould 
thipk proper for preventing that defign. This he 
accordmgly did till the twenty-firft of July,' with* 
out meeting with any thing remarkable; and then 
."was joined by the Dover and Experiment, from the 
coaft of Ireland, when he took' a ketch which came 
out of Kinfale, on board of lyhich were feveral of- 
ficers who were following king James to France, 
to accompany htm in his intended defcent oa 
England. 

Sir Cloudefly Shovel failed afterwards to Kinfale, 
where he foon had an opportunity of demonftrating 
his zeal foi;^the fervice. General Kirke being, with 

a fmall 
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a fmall number of nien, before the ftrong town of 
Waterford, could not take it, on account of a nu- 
merous garrifon in Duncan non-cafile, commanded 
by general Bourk for king James, who gave out, 
that he would defend both the fort and the town to 
the laft extremity, and as long as one ftone remained 
upon another. 

Sir Cloudefly rightly judging, that this bravery 
in a great meafure arofe from the intelligence he 
had that general Kirke had not a Angle cannon, 
fcnt the latter word, that he would affift him npt 
only with guns, but buats and men from his fqua- 
dron: which proportion being accepted by the 
general, the forme'r furrendered the place before 
io much as one (lone was beat from another. 

The rcmaindeif- of this year, Sir Cloudefly fpent 
mcftly in cruizing, till he was ordered to join Sir 
George Rooke's fquadron ; which convoyed king 
William from Holland, and did. not return to the 
Downs till January following. 

It was Sir Cloudefly's happinefs, that, as his 
courage and (incerity were equally unqueftionable^ 
and his fervices were well intended, they generally 
were well received; fo that, if at any time he 
m^iffed of fucicef?, nobody ever pretended to lay 
any imputations on his cpnduft. For this reafon 
it gave the people very great fatisfadion, when 
the king, in the fpring of the year 1692, before 
bis fettmg out for HoDand, declared him rear-ad- 
miral of the red, and alfo commander of the fqua^ 
dron which was to convoy him thither. 

On the admiral's return, he joined the grand 
fleet under admiral Ruffel, and had no fmall fhare 
in the glorious vi6lory at la Hogue; for the French", 
after ^n engagement of fome hours, breaking their 
line, and Tourville, their admiral, towing away 
northward, the Eiiglifh admiral gave the fignal for 
D 3 chafing. 
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chafing, when it was difcovcred that all the enemy 
retired ; at the fame time, fcveral broadfidcs wcri 
beard to the weftward^ though the fhips that fired 
were not to be fcen. This proved to be the bravt 
Sir Cloudefly Shovel, who, having weathered th« 
admiral's own fquadron, got l)etween them aq4 
their admiral of the blue; but firing &t\ the French 
for fome time, both Tourville and the zdmiral of 
that fquadron came to an anchor, but could not fee 
each other, owing to the thicknefs of the weather. 

In the fucceedmg year,* 1693, the fleet was put 
under the joint command of Sir Cloudcily Shovel, 
Killigrew, and Delayal, the two latter declared To- 
ries, and the former a determined Whig; who,' 
from a mature coufideration of the orders they had 
received from the court, and the bzd condition of 
the fleet at that time, might, though of political 
principles diametrically oppofite, agree In this, that 
a cautious execution of their inftrudtions was the 
fafft method ihey could take; fo that there was' 
Ro great reafon for the ludicrous pi6iure, publiflied 
«t this time by the Dutch, in which the taking of 
the Smyrna fleet was reprefented at a diftance, and • 
Sir Cloudefly Shovel on board his own 'fliip with 
his hands tied behind him, each of his colleagues 
holding one end of the cord ; as if he would have 
prevented this misfortune, had not Killigrew and 
-^Delaval opp«fcd him. 

But Sir Cloudefly Shovel, upon an enquiry in 
parliament, defended both his colleagues and him- 
felf at the bar of the houfe, by fo clear and plain 
an account of the matter, that all people were fa- 
tisficd the commanders were inr.ocent in point of 
treachery, with which they had been charged by 
a vote of the houfe of commons. 

Sir ClouJefly's charaftcr, however, remaining un- 
impeached, we find hiih again, in the year 1694, 

employed 
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employed in the channel, »nd on the coaft of France^ 
as vice-admiral of the red, und^r the command of 
lord BerkJcy, admiral of the blue,- in the expedi- 
tion to Breft, in which Sir Cioudefly Shovel dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his dexterous re-embarkatioa 
of the forces feut On that unfortunate attempt; as 
alfo when, on their return to Englaod, the fleet 
was again fent upon the French coaft, to bombard 
.Dieppe and other places. 

Towards the clofe of this year, lord Berkley going 
to London, the command devolved on Sir Cloudeily ; 
at which time, by his majefiy^s exprefs command, 
he undertook the bombardment of Dunkitk; bac 
this attempt proved unfuccefsful by the fkill of tba 
French engineer : and, to (hew that no blame could 
be laid on him, he went with a boat within tha 
enemy's woiks; wnere he was an eye-witnefs of 
the impoffibility of executing his orders : for which 
reafon, on his return home, he was perfectly well 
received and continued to be employed. He bore 
his ftiare in the remaining part •f the war; and 
after the conclufion of the peace of Ryfwick in 
169$, was always confulted by his majefty in all 
maritime affairs. 

In the beginning of queen Anne*s reign, hc_ feems 
not to have been mucti in favour, and therefore, 
tkough admiral of the white, was not employed 
in any thing of importance, till in 1702 he was 
fent to Vigo, after Sir George Rooke bad taken that 
place, in order to convoy home the.fpoils of the, 
Spanifb and French fleets. 

Here be perforn^ed every thing with his ufual 
zeal and diligence ; for, on his arrival at Vigo, on 
the fixteenth of Oflober, he ufed fuch difpatch, 
that he carried oft whatever could be brought home ; 
burnt the reft; and, notwithftanding the foulnef* 
of the ihipr, the ftorn^ weather^ and incumbrance 
64 of 
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of prizes, he arrived fafe in the Downs in No- 
Tcm'ber. 

In confequence of this fervice, the court re- 
folved to employ him-in the moft momentous affairs 
for the future; fotbat, in 1703, the command of 
the grand fleet up the Straights was conferred on 
him; where he did every thing in his power: for, 
though his inftruAions were very large, yet he 
wanted force to accomplifli any part of what they 
contained. Such con}un£lures as thefe are the touch- 
ftone of an admiraPs (kill and capacity, of which 
Sir Cioudsily gave eminent proof? in this expedition ; 
for h« prxjteSed our tracto from all attempts of 
the French ;* did all in hi& power for the re)ief of 
the Proteftants in the Cevennois; he countenanced 
fuchofthe Italian princes andftatesas were favoura- 
ble to the caufe of the allies ; and ftruck fuch a 
panick into thofe who were friends to the French, 
that they durft not perform what they had'^projiuifed 
to that court. 

This he did with a fleet indifferently manned and 
AhU worfe vidualled ; infomuch that, when the 
management of. eur maritime-affairs was f^verely 
cenfured that year by the houfe of commons, all par- 
ties agreed Sir Cloudcfly had done his duty in ev^ty 
rofpeft. 

In 1704, Sir Geo. Rooke having the command of 
the grand fleet in the Mediterranean, Sir Cloudefly 
Shovel was fent with a powerful fquadron tb rein- 
force him ; and by joining the fleet in the menth - 
of Jun<^ he was very inftrumental in the fuccefs 
which followed; thereby difappointing all the French 
fchcmes, though that nation boafted they (houtd 
be able, that fummer, to reftore their maritime 
power, and give law to the allies at fea. 

He bore a part in the glorious adion off Malaga, 
On the thirteenth of Auguft, 1704! ia which ho 

behaved 
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bdhaVed with the utmoft bravery, and had the good 
fortune to efcape very t^ell, though, as he him- 
felf wrote in his letter, he never in his life took 
more pains to be well l^eatcn ; and was far frpm 
alTuming to hinfclf the glory of beating the French 
while Sir George Rooke only looked on or fought 
at a difiance, as was aiTerted by his enemies, the 
contrary of which is evident, from his own letter. 
After this viftory, the French never durft face our 
fleets. 

Upon Sir Cloudefly Shovcrs return, he was pre- 
fcnted to the queen, by George prince of Denmark, 
the lord high -admiral, and was very gracioufly re- 
ceived; and next year, it beconjing neceflary to 
fenJ both a fleet and an army into Spain, he ac- 
cepted of the joint-command of the former with the 
carls of Peterborough and Monmouth. 

Accordingly, in June, arriving at Lifbon with 
the fleet, ^ which confiftcd of twenty-nine line-of- 
battle fhips, towards the end of that month he 
failed from thence to Catalonia, and on the twelfth 
of Auguft came before Barcelona, where the fiegc 
of that place 'haci been undertaken by the Englifld 
army, though very little fuperior to the garnfon 
within the town. 

Never was a more untoward fituation than that 
in which Sir Cloudefly found himfelf here; for, 
befidcs a difference of opinion which prevailed a* 
mon^ the land officers^ concerning the impr'aAi- 
cability of the fcheme, anxi the prince of Heffe and 
the earl of Peter boroog'h difagrccing, all ,things ne- 
ccffary for cairying on the fiege v*/^re wanting; fo 
that,tHeir whole dep:ntJence vvas on admiral Shovel ; 
nor was that great man wanting in his zeal for 
the fervice of the publick : he fupplied the batte- 
ries both wilb guns and men, and the army with 
Ds military 
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military ftores. In fliort, it was principally owing 
to him that the place was then taken. 

Sir Cloudefly alfo commanded the fleet the next . 
year, but did not arrive at Lifbon before the month 
of November: he, however, did all that could be 
cxpeficd from him, jhough his endeavours had not 
the vvi(hcd-for fuceefs. The generals and favour- 
ites of king Charles III. of Spam, were fo divided 
in their fentiments, that nothing could be expe£1ed 
from their councils ; nor was it in the power of 
Sir Cloudefly to bring about a reconciliation be- 
tween them, though their v\ho!e fuccefs, and even 
the placing their mafter on the throne of Spain, 
abfolutely depended upon it. 

At the beginning of the year 1707, Sir Cloudefly 
had difpofed every thing in the moft advantageous 
manner pofliblc for fccuring Alicant, and had pro- 
bably fucceeded, had not the troops, by an order 
from England, rc-embarked for th« expedition a- 
gainft Toulon, 

This attempt on Toulon was the laft fervice 
Sif Cloudefly Shovel performed; for having left- 
at Gibraltar three fifth*rates, and 6ne lixth, for the 
fecurity of the coafts of Italy, under the command 
of Sk Thomas Dilkes, he failed, with ten fliips of 
iJieline, five frigates, four fire-Chips, a floop, and a 
yacht for England. 

On the morning of the twenty-fecond of Ofto- 
bcr, the fleet came into the foundings, and lay-to 
about noon. At fix in the evening the admiral 
made fail, /md ftood away under his courfes, be* 
lieving, as it is fuppofed, that he faw the lights on 
the ifland of Scilly ; but foon after, feveralof the 
fleet, and amorig the reft the admirars own fliip, 
made fignals of diftrcfs, and prefenlly ftruck upon 
the rocks of Scilly. The Royal Anne, commanded 

by 
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by Sir George Byng, was near fharing the fame 
face, one of the rocks being clofe under her main 
chains; nor were (he (hips of Sir John Norr is and 
lord Durfley at any great diftance. Several young 
gentlemen of quality were on board the admiral's 
fhrp, the Affociation j and perifhed with him. 

To what thU unhappy accident was owing, is 
ftill a fecret; that they were all miftaken in their 
reckoning is evident, but how fuch a fatal miftake 
happened was never known. A report indeed pre- 
vailed at that time, that the principal part of the 
crew had got drunk for joy, on their being fo 
near home; but it is not natural to think that 
the officers, efpecially thofe that diredted the Oi\p*i 
courfe, could be guilty of fuch an unguarded a£lion» 
whatever the common Tailors might.- 

The next day, the body of Sir Cloudefly was 
thrown upon the fhore of one of tlie iflands of SciN 
ly, where he was found by fome fifliermen, who» af-* 
tcr ftripping him, and taking' from his finger an 
emerald ring of great value, buried him in the 
fand ; but Mr. Pafton, purfer of the Arundel, being 
on (liore in the iflind, and hearing that fuch a ring 
bad been found, fent for the perfons, and, after 
declaring the ring belonged to Sir Cloudelly Shove!, 
obliged them to difcover where they had buried the 
body; which he took up, and brought it in his 
own (hip to Portfmouth, from whence it was con- 
veyed to London, and depofitcd with great funeral 
pomp in Weftminfter.abbey; where a coftly monu- 
ment of white marble was afterwards ereded, by 
the queen's particular order, to convey to pofterity 
the memory of a man who had done fuch tmincat 
fervice to his country. 

Sir Cloudefly 5hovel was an accortiplifhed fea- 

officer, and always difcharged the truft repo ed 

in him with the greaicft honour and integrity : 

D 6 ■ he 
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he was a true lover of his country, aud al^vays 
exerted himfclf for ilic honour of his fovetcign. 
In private life;, he was an indulgent hufband, a 
tender parent, Sitid a iincere friend ; it is therefore 
no Wonder, that few men ever lived mOrc beloved, 
or died more lamented. , 

He married the widow of Sir John Narborough 
his great friend and patron; and left, ^t his death, 
two daughters, coheirelTes; the eldeft of whom 
had married lord Romdey, and the youngeft Sir 
Narborough d'Aeth, baronet; and both thefe gen- 
tlemen were loft with the admiral, on board the: 
Aflbciation. 

*^^' Juthortiiei. Campbcirs Lives of the Admirals. 
Biographia Britannica. 



The life or 
Sir GEORGE ROGKE. 

[ A. D. 1650, to 1709. ] 

SIR GEORGE ROOKE, another cole- 
brated naval commander, contemporary with the 
foregoing, was the fon of a private gentleman of an 
antient family, in the county of Kent : his father 
having beftowed upon him a very liberal education, 
Vcfigned him for one of the learned profeffionsi^ but 
having difcovered in him a ftrong propenfity to the 
fea-fervice, which appeared to be infurmountable, 
he thought it. prudent to comply with it. Accord- 
ij)gly» he procured him a ftatign in the navy early in 
6 the 
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the reign of Charles II. from which he rofe by his 
merit to the rank of a captain, a Ihort time before 
the death of that monarch. In the fucceeding reign 
he was not promoted, but merely retained in the 
fervice, owing to the fcarcity of good navjfl officers ; 
for king James knew that captain Rooke wiOied 
well to the caufe of civil liberty ; and therefore, as 
foon as the prince of Orange, afterwards king Wil- 
liam, landed in England, he was difmiiTed, with 
feveral others, from the fervice of King James, and 
immediately entered into that of the prince of JO- 
range, fo that he became in fome meafure inArumen* 
tal in the fuccefs of the Revolution. ^ 

Soon after the acceffion of king William, Arthur 
Hubert, Efq; was appointed admiral of the Britifh 
fleet deftined to affift the land-forces in reducing Ire- 
laiid"to fubmit to the new government ; and in this 
expedition captain Rooke was railed to the rank of 
commodore, and had the command of a fquadron, 
with which he greatly fignalized himfelf. 

In 1 69 1, commodore Rooke. was promoted to the 
rank of rear-admiral, and had the honour to con- 
voy his majefty to Holland, the beginning of that 
year, when he went over to be prefent at. the general 
congrefs of the confederates held at the Hague, fpr 
the purpofe' of counteracling the ambitious pro- 
jc^s of Louis XIV, The operations of the cam- 
paign in Flanders being fettled, king William put ' 
himfelf at the head of the confederate army, in 
order to relieve Mons ;. but that place having fur- 
rendered to the French, his majefly returned to 
England, under convoy of a Dutch fleet, in April ; 
but his prefence in Holland being again required 
in May, he was carried over a fecond time^by rear- 
admiral Rcoke. 

The following year, in the well-known engage- 
jnent between the combined fleets of England and 

N Holland, 
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Holland, under the command of admiral Ruileli 
rear-admiral Rooke fixed his reputation for courage 
and condufl by the mod fignal ads of bravery and 
jodgmenr. 

The engagement began on the 19th of May, 
and continued till the 24th; and, befides the Oiare 
Rooke had iii thf. general adtion, wherein he fought 
with uncommon bravery and ardour, he acquired 
great renown from the following enterprize. On 
the 22d, the French had hauled-in thirteen of their 
fhips very near to the. (horei and on the 23d, the 
admiral fent in rear-admiral. Rooke, with feveral 
men of war, fie fhips, and the boats of the fleet, 
to deftroy thofe fhips; but they had got them 
fo far in, that none but the fmall frigates could da 
any fervice. However, Mr. Rooke himfelf bold*^ 
ly went in with the boatJ;, and burned fix of 
them that night; and about eight the next morn- 
ing he burned the other feven, together with feve- 
ral other tranfport-fliips, and fome veffels with am* 
munition. 

His majefly was fo well pleafed with, Rooke's 
conduct and intrepidity upon this occafion, that 
he granted him a confiderable penfion for life, 
and conferred upon him the honour ol knight* 
hood. 

The ill fuccefs of the Englifh fleet, in 1693, ^^* 
injurious tp the whole nation ; and his niajcfty,. 
upon his return from the Netlierlands, could not 
forbear, even in parliament, to take notice of the 
mifraanagement of our naval affairs that fummer ; 
but he was fo far from thinking Sir George had any 
ways been wanting in his conduA and duty, that 
he was pleafed to appoint- him, in the beginning of 
February, to be vice-admiral of the red y and, not 
long after, he was advanced, from vice-admiral of 
the red, iq be admiral of the blue. > 

But 
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But it is not in viftory alone that we arc always 
to look for bravery and fkill jn a general, or an ad- 
miral ; even in the moft unfortunate events, they 
fometimes give the moft ftriking proofs of fuperior 
abilities. Such was the cafe of Sir George Rookc, 
who^ being appointed to convoy the Smyrna fleet, 
confining of near 500 fail of merchant-fhips, was 
attacked off Cape St. Vincent by the whole French 
fleet, confifting of 80 men of war, an^ Sir George 
had only 23, tlie confederate fleet having parted 
from him asfoon as he was fafe out of the Bfitifh 
cliannel. Yet fuch was the pre-eminent courage 
and fkill of this brave admiral, that he fought his 
way through tlie enemy's fleet, and gave an oppor- 
tunity to upwards of 400 of the merchantmen to 
efcape, to. the great aftonifhment .of all perfons 
Jkilled in naval affairs. 

In 1694, his majefty, in confideration of his 
great fervices, appointed Sir George Rooke to be 
one of the lords of the admiralty. From this time 
we hear no more of our admiral in his naval ca- 
pacity for fevcral years ; .but, in 1698, we find him 
chofen member of parliament for Portfmouth, in 
which capacity he difcharged his duty with great 
fidelity and application, and with fuch a fpirit of 
freedom and independency, that he gave umbrage 
to the miniilry, who- wanted'' the king to remove 
him from the admiralty-board ; but, greatly to his 
majefty's honour, he conftantly refufed it : faying, 
** Sir George Rooke has ferved me faithfully at 
fea, and I will never difplace him for adling as he 
tliinks moft for the fervice of his country in the 
houfe of commons." 

The year 1699 was a year of peace all over Eu- 
rope ; but, in 1700, Sir George had a frefli oppor- 
tunity to fignalize his conduft in the Baltick : for a 
ftrong confederacy having been formed by the czar 

of 
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of Mufoovy, the king of Denmark, and the kinj 
. oiF Poland, againft the young king of Sweden, 
and hisT)rother-in-law the duke of Holftein, and 
the Dane having aftually invaded that duchy, the 
kingof England, and the States -General, not only, 
interpofed their good offices for mccliating an ac- 
commodation, but fitted out fquadrons of men of 
war, in order to fail into the Sound, the more ef- 
feftually to forward th^s defign ; and his Britannic 
niajefty thought nobody fo fit for the joint fervicc 
of admiral and plenipotentiary as Sir George Rookc, 
of whofe abilities and fidelity he had hai fo long ex- 
perience. 

Sir George, before the end of May, arrived with 
the fquadron under his command before the Maefe, 
and went himfelf to the Hague, to confer with the 
deputies of the States on this affair. He went aboard 
again in a few days, and, being joined by the Dutch 
Iqiiadron under the command of lieu tenant- admiral 
Allcmond, they were detained for feveral days on 
the Dutch coafts by contrary winds ; however, 
they made a fhift, before thfe,end of June, to arrive 
at Gottenburg ; and, on the eighth of July, entered 
the Sound without any oppofition. 

The Englifli admiral faluted the caftle of Cro- 
nenburg with three guns, and a like number was 
returned; the Dutch admiral gave nine, and the 
caftle fired three in return. 

The whole fleet confifted of thirty men of war, 
befides.fire (hips, bomb-veffels, ai>d tenders. The 
Swedifh fleet having, in like manner, put to fea, 
they came to an anchor near one another, on the 
fifteenth, near Landfcroon, beyond the Ifle of Vere ; 
upon which the Danifh fleet retired under the guns 
of the citadel of Copenhagen, 

It is very remarkable, that, though the Englifli 
and Dutch fquadrons came to afljft and fa^e the 
Swedes from ruin, the" latter took no notice of them 

. that 
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that evening, all the next day, and part of the 
morning of the feventeenth ; when the Englilh 
admiral, having wifely weighed matters, and pur- 
fuing his orders for precedency, commanded a fig- 
nal t€ be made by a fmall Dutch frigate, as if fhc 
were a neutral (hip, for all flags to come on board ; 
where he reprefented the cafe fo eiFeftually to the 
Swedes, who expefted to have the chief command, 
that, upon his return to his Ihip again, upon giving 
the fignal, the' whole fleet of Englifh, butch, and 
Swedes, readily failed under his command to Co- 
penhagen, which they pretended to bombaTrd, with- 
out doing much damage ; though they could have 
laid the city in afhes. 

But the admiral's inftruflions ^nd defigns tended 
only to peace ; which being foon after happily qon- 
cjuded at Travendall, Sir George returned home 
about the middle of September, with the general 
applaufe of the people, for the great prudence and 
conduct he had ibewn in fo nice and ticklidi a con- 
junfture. 

In the fpring of*theyear 1701, his majefty was 
pleafed to conftitute Sir George Rooke to be admi- 
ral aiKi com ma n<ler in chief ; but the war againft 
France not breaking out, in the ^outh of Europe, 
till next year, there was no naval enterprize yet un- 
dertaken by him. In the mean time, king, James II. 
dying at St. Germains, and the French owning his 
pretended fon for king of England, his majefty, in 
this junfture of affairs, thought fit to call a new 
parliament, and Sir George Rooke was again el^fted 
for Portfmouth. 

Upon this occaiion it' was, that Sir George 
Rooke refufed to facrifice the independency of an 
Englifhman to titles or emoluments ; for he voted 
for Mr. Harlcy to be fpeaker of the houfc of com- 
mons, in oppofition to the views of the court, 
though the king himfelf, rather too openly and par- 
tially. 
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tially, iiiterefted himfelf for Sir Thomas Lyt- 
tleton. 

The death of king William, which happened 
during the firft feffion of this parliam«it, pre- 
vented thedefigns of his enemies ; and queen Anne 
fucceeding to the crown, things took another turn ; 
the clamours, which had been raifed againft Sir 
George by the miniftry, ceafed ; and her majefty, 
being fcnfible of his great fervices and true merit, 
was plcafed to confer, befides the command of the 
fleet, an additional honour and truft upon him, by 
appointing him to be vice-admiral and lieutenant of 
the admiralty of England, and Hsutenant of the 
fleets and feas of this kingdom^ under prince George 
of Denmark, her majefty's hufband, who was con- 
ftitiited lord-high-admiral of England, and gene- 
raliflimo of all her majefty 's forces by fea and land. 

In 1702, Sir George Rooke was appointed com- 
mander in chief, jointly with the duke of Ormond, 
in the expedition againft Cadiz ; but, that expedi- 
tion failing, 'on the twenty-firft of September th« 
admiral, on his paffage home with the whole fleet, 
fent the Eagle, the Sterling-Caflle, and the Pem- 
broke, with fome tranfports, to water in Lagos- 
Bay, where they arrived on the twenty-fecond. 
The land-officers on board the Pembroke went im- 
mediately on flaore, having with them Mr. iSeau- 
voir, a gentleman of Jerfey, chaplain of that fliip; 
who there getting certain intelligence that the 
galleons and tlieir convoy had put into Vigo, he 
acquainted captain Hardy with it, who, without 
delay, imparted the news to captain Wifliart, who 
commanded the Eagle and all the fquadron : upon 
which information, a confultation of captains was 
immediately held ; wherein it was rcfolved, that 
thi* intelligence was of that importance, that a 
Ihip fhould be fent to acquaint Sir George Rooke 

witk 
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'ffirh it ; and, as captain Hardy had the beft failer, 
and was mafter of the intelligence, captain Wifliart 
ordered him to -fail a* head to find out the fleet; 
whkh he happily efFedled on tlie fixth of Oftober, 
when he acquainted Sir George Rooke with the 
whole matter. 

The admiral imparted the fame immediately to 
the Dutch admiral, declaring it as his opinion, that 
they fliould all fet fail direftly for Vigo.. The 
Dutch admiral readily concurred with Sir George, 
who, the next day, called a council of flag-officers; 
wherein it was refolved, that, as the attempting to 
dcftroy the Fr&nch and Spanifhlhips at Vigo would 
be of great advantage to her majefty, and no lefs 
honourable to her and her allies, and tend, in a 
great meafure, to reduce tlie exorbitant power of 
France, the fleet fliould make the beft of their 
way to that port, and fall on immediately with the 
whole ifne, if there were room fufficient for it ; 
otherwife to attack the enemy with fuch detach* 
ments as might render the enterprize moft effeftual 
and fuccefsful. 

■ The French admiral, to do him juftice, had 
taken all poflSble precautions to fecure his fliips 
and the Spanifh flota ; for he not only had carried 
them up beyond a very narrow flreight, defended 
by a caftle on the one fide, and platforms on both 
fides of the ilreight, where he had planted his beft 
guns, but had like wife laid athwart it a ftrong 
boom, made up of mafts, yards, cables, top-chains, 
and cafk?, about twelve yards in circumference, and 
kept fteady by anchors caft on both fides of it. 

Our brave admiral, not at all difcouraged with 
this, as foon as the confederate fleet came to an an- 
dior before Vigo, which was on the eleventh of 
Oftober, called a council of the fea and land gene- 
ral oflicers ; wherein it was refolyed, that, fincc 
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the whole fleet could not attempt the enemy's (hips 
^here they lay, without apparent danger of run- 
ning foul one upon another, a detachment of fif- 
teen Englilh and ten Dutch men of war, witli the 
line of battle, and alL.the fire- (hips, (hould be fent 
in, with orders to ufe their beft endeavours to take 
or deftroy the enemy's fleet; tliat the frigates and 
bomb-veffels fliould follow the rear of the detach- 
ment, and that the great fliips fliould move after 
them, and go in, if there ftiould be occafion ; that 
the army fliould, at the fame time, land and attack 
the fort on the fouth fide of Rodendella, and thence 
proceed on where they might moft effectually annoy 
the enemy ; that, becaufe it.was not known what 
depth of water there might be, the attempt fliould 
be made with' the fmallefl: fliips ; and that, to give 
the better countenance to the fervice, all the flag- 
officers fliould go in with the fquadron. 

For the better performance of thefe refolutions, 
tlie admiral, with great zeal and unwearied vigi- 
lance, fpent almofl: the whole night in going from 
fliip to fliip, in his own boat, to give tlie neeeflTary 
direftions, and to encourage both officers and fea- 
men to difchargc their duty. 

. The next day, about ten in the morning, the 
duke of Ormond having landed his men, and march- 
ing to attack the enemy by land, and at their plat- 
forms and forts, it was impoflible the brave admi- 
ral could remain an idle* fpeftator ; and therefore^ 
as foon as the land-forces were gotonfliote, he gave 
the fignal to weigh ; which was accordingly done, 
the line formed, and the fquadron was briikly bear- 
ing up the boom 5 but when the van was got within 
cannon'-ihot of the batteries, it fell calm, fo ^hat 
they were conftrained to come to an anchor again. 
However, not long after, it blowing a frefli gale, 
yice-admiral Hopfpn, in the Tofbay, being next 

tlia 
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the enemy, cut his cables, clapt on all his fails, 
and, bearing up direftly upon the boom, amidft 
all the enemy's fire, broke through it at once, and 
caft anchor between th^ Bourbon and L'Efperance, 
two French men of war, which count Chateaure- 
naud had placed near the boom, and, with unpa- 
ralleled refolution, received feveral broad(fides from 
them. 

The reft of vice-admiral Hopfon^s divifion, and 
vice-admiral Vandergoe*s, with his detachment, 
having weighed at the fame time, failed a-breaft 
towards the boom, to add the greater weight and 
force to the fhock ; but, being becalmed, they all 
ftuck, and were obliged to hack and cut their way 
through, A frefh gale blowing again, the Dutch 
admiral made fo good ufe of it, that, having gained 
the paflage which the brave Hopfon had made, he 
boldly went, in and made himfelf mailer of the 
Bourbon. 

All this while, vice-admiral Hopfon was in ex- 
treme danger ; for, being clapped on board by a 
, French fire-lhip, "by which his rigging was pre- 
fently fct on fire, he expedted every moment to be 
burned ; but it fortunately happened that the French 
veflTcl, which* was a merchantman laden with fnulF, 
and made up in hafte into a fire-ftiip, being blown 
up, the fnufF partly extinguifhcd the fire, and pre* 
ferved him ; however, he- received confiderable, da- 
mage in this memorable aftion ; for, befides tlie 
having hi^ fore-top-maft fhot by the board, one 
hundred and fifteen men killed and drowned, and 
nine wounded, moft of his fails were burned and 
fcorched, his fore-yard burned to' a coal, and his 
Ur board and Ihrouds fore and aft bijrned at the 
dead-eyes, infomweh that he was forced afterwards 
to leave hfs own Ihip, and hoift his flag on bfoard 
the Monmouth. 

At 
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At the fame time, captain Bucknam, in the AP* 
fociatioiii laid his broad-fide againft a battery of fe- 
vcnteen guns on the other fide of the harbour ; fb 
that, for a confiderable tirae^ there was a continual 
firing of great and fmall fhot on both fides, til! the 
French admiral, feeing the platform and forts in the 
hands of the viftorious Englifh, his fire-lhip fpent 
in vain, the Bourbon taken, the boom cut in pieces, 
and the confederate -fleet pouring in upon him, he 
fet fire to his own fhip, and ordered the reft of the 
captains under his -command to follow his example ; 
yet he could not be fo punftually obeyed but that 
ieveral men of war and galleons were taken by the 
Englilh and Dutch. 

The admiral arrived fafely in the Downs on the 
17th of November, and foon after at London, 
where he was received in a kind of triumph by the 
joyful applaufe of the people. 

Her majefty having, in the mean time, thought 
fit to call a new parliament, to meet on the ao.th 
of Oftober, Sir George, during his abfence, had 
been cbofen again a member for Portfmouth; and, 
upon taking his feat the firft time after his return, 
the fpeaker, purfuant to the refolution of the houfe, 
which had been pafled for giving him their thanks 
for his fervice, delivered himfelf to him in this 
manner: 

" Sir George Rooke, 

" you are now returned to this houfe, after 
a moft glorious expedition. Her majefty began 
her reign with a declaration, that her heart was 
truly Engliih ; and Heaven hath made her triumph 
over the enemies of England ; for this, thanks hath 
been returned in a moft folcmix manner to Almighty 
God. 

'* There 
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^* There remains yet a debt of gratitude to thafe 
who have been the inftruments of fo wonderful a 
viftory, the duke of Orraond, and yourfelf, who 
had the command of the fea and land-forces. ' 

** In former times, admirals and generals have 
had fuccefs againft France and Spain fepar^tely \ 
but this aftion at Vigo hath been a viftory over 
them confederated together : yon have not only 
fpbiled the enemy, but enriched your own country : 
common viftories bring terror to the conquered ; 
but you brought deft ruft ion upon them, and addi- 
tional ftrength to England. France hath endea- 
voured to fupport its ambition by the riches of In- 
dia ; your fuccefs, Sir, hath only left them the 
burden of Spain, and ftriptthem of the affillance of 
it ; the wealth of Spain, and fhips of France, ail?, 
by this viftory, brought over to our jufier caufe. 
This is an a£lion fo glorious in the performance, 
and fo extenfivc in its confequence, that, as all 
times will preferve the memory of it, fo every day 
will inform us of the benefit. 

*' No doubt, Sir, but in France you are written 
in remarkable charafters in the black lift of thofe 
who have taken French gold ; and it is juftice done 
to the duke of Ormond and your merit, that you 
Ihould ftand recorded in the regifters of. this houfe, 
as the fole inftruments of this glorious viftory. 
Therefore this houfe came to the following refo- 
lution : ' 

'* Refolved, neminc contradicente. That the 
thanks of this houfe be given to the duke of Or- 
mond, and Sir George Rooke, for the great and 
fignal fervice performed by them for the nation . at 
- fea and land, which thanks I now return you." 

To which Sir George Rooke made the following 
jcply : 

" Mr. 
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** Mr. Speaker, 

" 1 am ndw under great difficulty how to. cx- 
^ prefs myfelf upon this very occafion. 1 think tny- 
lelf very happy, that, in zeal and duty to your 
fervice, it hath been my good fortune to be the in- 
ftrument of that which may defervc your notice, 
and much more th^ return of your thanks. I am 
extremely fenfible of this great honour, and fhall 
take all the care I can to preferve it to the grave, 
, and to convey it to my pofterity without fpot and 
- blemilh, by a conftant affeftion and zealous perfe- 
verance in the queen's and your fervice. Sir, no 
man hath the command of fortune, but every man 
hath virtue at his will ; and, though I may not al- 
lyays be fuccefsful in your fervice, as upon this ex- 
pedition, yet I may prefume to affure you, I flxall 
never be the more faulty. 

** I muft repeat my inability to exprefs myfelf 
upon this occafion ; but, as 1 have a due fenfe of 
the honour this houfe hath been pleafed.to do me, 
1 fhall always retain a due and grateful memory of 
it ; and, though my duty at>d allegiance are ftrong 
obligations upon me to do the beft in the fervice of 
' my country, yet I fhall always take this to be a 
particular tie upon ,me to do right and juftice to your 
fervice upon all occafions/* 

-On tlie thirteenth of December, Sir George was 
fworn of her majefty's moft honourable privy- 
council. 

Our admiral was *very little at fea in 1703;^ he 
went out indeed with a fquadron of men of war in 
the beginning of the fummer; and having cruifed 
off Belle-* ifle, he put the country into an unijpeak- 
able confternatiori ; and, after^having taken many 
prizes coming home from the Weft-Ind^ies, re- 
turned to St. Helens, that the grand fleet, under 

the 
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the command of Sir Cloadefly Shovel, niight be 
the fooner ready to fail for the Streights, where 
they did nothing memorable ; fo that Sir George 
was again appointed to command tiie fleet that was 
to carry the new king of Spain, the arclidukc 
'Charles, whohad been raifed to that throne under 
the title of Charles III. by the ceflion of the rights 
of the emperor of Germany, and of his fgn the 
king of the Romans, in his favour, to Portugal 
then in alliance with England. 

They encountered a moil terrible ftorm in the 
b^inning of the year, and put back into the ChJia- 
nel ; however, they failed again on the 1 2th of Fe- 
bruary, 1704, and gained Lilbon on the 27th. 

The new Spanifti raoiurch was fo perfeftly fa- ^ 
tisiied with th& refpe^l Ihewn him by Sir George 
Rooke, that he made him feveral magnificent pre-^ 
fents ; and having performed this fervice, the ad- 
miral, agreeably to his further inftru£lions, fet fail 
(or the Mediterranean, haying the prince of HetTc 
Darmftadt with a body of land-forces on board. On 
the 1 8th of May tliey appeared before Barcelona, 
which place they expcfted would revolt fVora Phjlip 
V. then in poflefEoa of the crown of Sj^ain, in favour 
of Charles IIL They had fo very wpll conc^rte4 
theit meafur^s, that nothing but the difco err of a 
defign to give up the place to them, a few hotirs be- 
fore theianding of the troops, could have hindered 
them from being mafters of tliat important city ; bujt 
this accident obliged the EngUlh forces to return 
on board again ; to favour which, the admiral 
tiirew a few bombs into the place, having otherwifc 
no defign to injure it. 

After this attempt, tlie admiral obliged the go- 
vernor of the caftle of Althea to furrendcr withJiis 
garrifon, and theli blew up the caille. 

Vol. V. E la 
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In the month of July, the fleet paflid Cape Paha; 
and coming through tlie Streights of Lagos Bay;, 
Sir Cloudcfley Shovel joined thein wkh a reinforcc- 
«ieot from Engiapd^ x^onfifting of thirty*three fliips 
<Qf the liae of battle* 

On the feventeeiith, tiie admiral called a council 
'Ofwar; andfiocBng, by the frefh iaftr«dions fent 
him from England by. Sir Cloudjefly Shovel, that 
he was to aft m every undertaking in coiurept with 
the mihiftry of the kings of Spain and Portugal, 
3A was relblved to pafs up the Streights again, and 
^ere expe£k inftxuftions from the king of Portugal 
and Charles IlL of Spain. It was at length ce-> 
folved by thefe raonarchs,. that the BcitilU fleet 
Aould make a fudden attjeaopt upon Gibraltar. Ac- 
4»ordingly tliey ^t into the Bay by the twenty -iirft; 
and die Englifh ^nul' Dutch marines^ to the num- 
ber of one tlioufaud eight hundred-, were put oa 
4iore, with the prince of Hefle at the head of tbem^ 
^n the neck of feud to the ooi-rhward of ^the town ; 
and the admiral, tive next morning, gave orders 
tl>at the fliips which he had appointed to cannonade 
tl>e place, under the commaiVd of rear-admiral Byng 
a^d rear-admiral Vanderdafen, as a!fo thofe which 
were to batter the fbuth moie-bead, com^mahded by 
captain Hicks in the Yarmouth, (houkJ range tliem- 
felves accordiiagly. ; but tlie wind blowing contrary, 
they could not paffibly get to thei^ flarions till the. 
day was fpewt. 

in the mean while, to araufe the enemy,- the ad- 
miral fertt captain Whi taker in with fome boats, who 
burned a French privateer of twelve guns at the old 
;noIe; but the fhips b-eing all placed on the twenty- 
third, foon after day-break, the admiral gave the 
ftgnal for the beginning .of the cannonade ; which 
was performed with great fury, about~ fifteen tliou- 
iand flaot being made, in five or fix hours againft 

th« 
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the town ; ihfomuch that the enemy were fooit 
teaten from their guns, elpeciaUy at the fcuth inofe* 
licad ; whereupon the admiral, confideringthat, bjf 
gaining that fortification, they (honld, of confe* 
^uence, rcdu.ce the town, he ordered captain Whi- 
Taker, witH all tlie boats armed, to endeavour T6 
poflefs himfelf qf it> which he performed with 
«eat expedition : but captain Hicks and capt«rt 
•Jumper, who lay next the mole, had puified 6it 
Ihore with th.eir pinnacles and fomc ctliet boat* 
before the rett could come up. The enemy there- 
upon fprung a mine that blew up the fortifi- 
cations on the mole, killed two licutenantx antf 
about forty men, and wounded about fixty : how* 
«vcr, our brave fea'men kept pofleflion oftlieplat* 
form which they had made themfelvej maflers of 5 
^id captain Whitaker landing with the reft of 
the fearaen which the admiral had ordered for 
this fervice, tliey advanced and took a redoubt 
half way between the mole and the town, and 
poflefled themfeives of many of the dnemy*s can- 
3ion. ' 

The admiral heieupon fent a letter to the go- 
vernor, and, at the fame time, fent a meilagc to the 
prince of Hefle, to fend him a peremptory fum« 
mons ; upon which the town capitulated, and fur» 
rendered on tlie 24th of July 1704, and thegamfon 
^cre allowed to march out with their arm» and 
baggage, and three pieces of brafs cannon. The 
inhabitants were to have the fame privileges as in 
the reign of king Charles II, 

Thus it appears that England ftands indebted 
chiefly to the conduct and intrepidity of this brave 
admiral for one of her^ moft valuable conquefts, 
which the Spaniards have, in vain, Uirce. times at» 
;tempted to recover, 

JEa The 



y6 THELIFEOF 

The lad public fcrvice performed for bis country 
by Sir George Rooke, was in an engagement, about 
twelve leagues off Malaga, with the French fleet 
under the command of the count de Thouloufe, 
high admiral of France. The following particu- 
lars are related of this affair. 

On the 9th of Auguft, Ihtle more than a fort- 
night after the conqueft of Gibraltar, admiral Rooke 
returning from watering the fleet on the c6afl of 
Barbary to Gibraltar with little wind eafterly, 
his fcouts to the windward made the (ignals of fee- 
ing the enemy's fleet; which, according to, the 
account they gave, confifted of 66 failj and were 
about ten leagues to the windward of him. A coun- 
cil of flag-officers was called, wherein it was de- 
termined to lay to the eaftward of Gibraltar to re*^ 
ceive and" engage them ; but perceiving that night; - 
by the report of their fignal-guns, that they wrought 
from him, he followed them in the morning with 
all the fail he could make. 

On the eleventh, he forced one of the enemy's 
fliips a-(hore near Fuengorolo. The crew quitted 
her, fether on fire, and Ihe blew up immediately. 
He continued ftill purfuing them ; and, on the 
twelfth, not hearing any of their guns at nighty 
nor feeing any of their fcouts in the morning, the ad- 
jpiral had a jealoufy that they might make a double, 
and, Uy the help of their gallics, flip between him 
and the Ihore to the weftward j whereupon he 
called a council of war; wherein it was rcfolved. 
That, in cafe he did not fee the enemy before 
night, thejf Ihould make the beft of their way to 
GiLiaitar : but ftanding into the Ihore about noon, 
they difcovered the enemy's fleet and gallics to the 
wrftward, near Cape Malaga^ going away large, 
lie im'mcdiately made all the fail he could after them, 
and continued the chafe all night. 
. Ou 
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On Sunday the I3tb, in the morning, he was 
within three leagues of, the encirty, who brought- 
to, with their heads to the. fouthward, the wind being 
cafterly, formed their line, and lay by to receive him. 
Their Hne confifted offifty-wo (hips, and twenty •• 
fourgaliies; tliey were very ftrong in the centre, 
and weaker in the van and rear; to fupply which, 
mod of their galhes were divided into thofe quarters. 
In the centre was Monfieur de Thouloufe with the 
white fquadron ; in the van, the white and blue; 
and in the rear, the blue : each admiral had his vice 
and rear-admiraU 

Our line confifted of fifty-three Ihips, the ad- 
mirals Byng and Dilk being in the centre ; Sir 
Cloudefly Shovel and Sir John Leake led the van ; 
and the Dutch, the rear. The admiral ordered 

• the Swallow and Panther, with the Lark and New- 
port, and two fire fliips, to lie to the windward 
of them, that, in cafe the enemy*s van fhould pulh 
through our lines, with their gallies and fire-fliips, 
they might give them fome diverfion. 

They bore down upon the enemy in order of 
' battle, a little after ten o'clock, when being about 

• half-gun-fhot from them, they fet all their fails at 
^once, and feemed to intend to ftretch a-head and 

weather them ; fo that the admiral, after firing a 
chace-gun at the French admiral, to ftay for him, 
of which he took no notice, put the Jignal out, 
and began the battle, which fell very heavy on the 
Royal Catharine, the St. George, and the Shrewf- 
bury. 

About two in the afternoon, the enemy's van 
gave way 40' ours, and the battle ended with the 
day, when the enemy bore away, by the help of 
their gallies, to the leeward. In the night, the wind 
fhifted to the northward, and in the morning to the 
weftward; which gave the enemy the wind of us, 
E 3 They 
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They lay by, all day^ within tjiree leagues of one 
another, repairing their dcfefts ; and at uiglu thejt 
jilcd and flood to the northward. 

On th€ 13th, in the morning, the enemy was got 
four or five le^'ues to the windward of our fleet ; 
but a little before noon we had a breeze of wind 
cafterly, with which the admiral bore down on theni 
till four o'clock in the afternoon ; but l^ing toa 
late to engage, they brought-to, and lay with their 
)ieads to the noithward all night. 

On the j6tb, in the morning, tltt wind being 
Hill eafterly, hazy weather, and bavij>g uo fight 
of the enemy or their fcouts, they filed aJid bore- 
away to the weft ward, fuppofing they would have 
gone away for Cadiz; but, being advifed- from 
(Gibraltar, and the coaft of Barlwry, tiat they did 
Hot pafs the Streights, our admiral concluded they 
Jiad been fo feverely treated, as to oblige them ta 
jreturn to Toulon. 

This engagement was fo much the 'mprc gja» 
Tious to her majefty's arms, becaufe tlie enemy lia4 
,ai fuperiority of fix hundred great guns, and like^^ 
ivife th« advaat?ge of cleaner Ihips, beir^ lately 
jcome out of port j not to mention the great ufe of 
their gallies, in towing on or off their great ihips^ 
and in fupplying them with frefh men as often a^ 
thpy haJ any killed or difabled. But all thefe ad- 
vantages were furmounted by the prudence an4 
good conduft of our admiral and his officeirs, an<i 
by thie undaunted courage of our feamen. 

Admiral Rooke now failed for Gibraltar^ auif 
leaving left two thoufantl Engliib marines in that 
garrifpn, with a fufficient quantity gf ftores and 
provifions, and forty-eight guns, befides one hun- 
dred that were in the town before, the feafon of th^ 
year being far advanced, he returned home witi* 
the great (hip$9 ^^d Was very favourably receivedl 
\>^ hex majeily, and his Jtoyal highnefs the iord- 

bigh- 
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Kigti-adftiiral ; the q^ceti ^^ ttlfo congratulated, 
by the houfc of coimnons, vtpcm the viftory ob* 
fained by her fleet under the command, and by 
the courage zi\d conxkia^ of Sir George Roofce. 

The reverend Dr. Stanhdpe, in his thankfgivifi^ 
fermon beforre her majefty at St. PauFs, on the ft7th , 
©f June, 1706, Tery juftly fays of the taking of 
Gibraltar, and of this feli-fight, *• That we trere 
foon inftruftcd in the mighty concernment of the* 
firft, by the feafonablfe rtfrefhments our fleets found 
there, after a battle fought, on our fide, with great- 
in^uality of force, b«t with what refolution and 
fbccefs we need no bther evidences than the difa*- 
bility of making any formidable figure at fea, whicb 
the French have mantfeftly lain tinder eter fince/*' 

Yet all thefe public acknowledgments of his great 
merit could not filence the calumny of his enemies 5; 
snd though Sir Cioudefly Shovel, and the Dutch 
admiral C^leraburg, confirmed ^he teftimony of the 
0tber officers and feamen, a party was formed 
againft him at Court, by whom only a fmall fhare 
cf the late flgnal fuccefl[e» at fea were attributed' 
to him, as commander in chitf. Chagrined at thit 
treatment, and refolved at the fame time, that th^ 
affairs of the nation fhould not receive any obflruc-i. 
fion or difturbance upon hh atcount, he retired 
from public btifinefs, and palled the remainder of 
his days as a private gentleman, for the moft parr, 
at his feat in- Kent, A private feal was offered 
him for pfiflirtg his accounts ; but he refufed it, and 
ttiadethem up in th^ otdhiity way, with all the 
exaftnefs imaginable. 

Sir George did not long furvive his retirement^ 
ftoai the fcertes of aftive life; for the gout, which 
kad for many years gnsatly Affirfted him, pttt at 
periodi to^ ilie life of thh great m*n ifn January, 

£4. . Ht 
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. He was thrice married ;. firft, to a daughtei* of 
Sir Thomas Howe, of Cold-Berwick, in Wihfliire, 
baronet ; next, to a daughter of colonel Francis 
Lutterell, of Dunfter caftle^ in Somerfetfliirc, who 
died in child-bed of her firft child, Geoxge Rooke, 
Efq; the foje heir of his father's fortune ; laflly, to^ 
a daughter of Sir ■ KnatchbuU^ of MerlKam 

Hatch, in Kent, baronet. 

Sir Gtorge's zeal for the church, and his adhe- 
rence to thatfet of men, who, in his time, were 
known by the name of Tories, made him the dar- 
Jing of one party, and expofed him no lefs to the 
averfion of the other. Ihis is the caufe that an hif- 
totian finds it difficult to obtain his true charaAer 
from the writings of thpfe who flourifhed in the 
iarae periods of time. Howper, the ingenious 
and impartial Dr. Campbell, in his ** Lives of the 
Admirals," which is by much^the beft naval hiflory 
extant, has drawn fo mailerly and juft a char.afterof 
him, that w'e cannot more properly conclude this 
Jife than with a tranfcript of it. 

'* He was certainly an officer of great merit, if 
either conduft or courage could entitle him to that 
chaiafler. The former appeared in his behaviour 
on the Irifti ftation, in his wife and prudent ma- 
nagement, when he preferved fo great a part of the 
Smyrna fleet ; and particularly in the taking of Gi- 
braltar, which was a projeft conceived and exe- 
cuted m lefs than a week. Of his cpurage he 
gave abundant teflimonies, efpecially in burning 
the French fhips at La Hbgue, and in the battle 
oflF Malaga, where he behaved with all the re- 
folution of a Britiih admiral; and, as he was firft 
in command, was firft alfo in danger. In party 
matters he was perhaps too warm and eager ; fdr 
all men have their failing^, even the greatefl and 
beft ; bat in a£lion he was perfectly cool and tem- 

' peratc ; 



SIR GEJORGE ROOKE, 8i 

perate ; gave his orders with the utmoft fercnity ; 
and, as he was careful in marking the conduft of 
his officers, fo his candour and jullicc were always 
confpicuous in the accounts he gave of them to his 
fupdriors ; he there knew no party, no private con- 
fiderations ; but commended merit whenever it ap- 
peared. He had. a fortituc|e pf mind that enabled 
him to behave with dignity upon all occafions, in 
the day of examination as well as in the day of bat- 
tle ; and though he was more than once called to 
the bar of the houfe of commons, yet he always 
efcaped cenfure ; as he likewife did before the lords ; 
not by fhifting the fault upon others, or meanly ' 
complying with the temper of the times ; but by 
maintaining fteadily what he thought right, and • 
fpeaking his fentiments with that freedom which 
becomes an Englilhman, whenever his conduft in 
his country's fervice is brought in ^queftion. In 
a word^ he was equally fuperior to popular clamour 
and popular applaufe; but, above all, he had a 
noble contempt for foreign interefts when incom* 
patible with our own ; and knew not what it was 
to feek the favour of the great, but by perforining 
fuch aftions as deferved it. In his private life, he 
was a good hufband' and kind mafter ; lived hofpi* 
tably towards his neighbours, and left behind him 
a moderate fortune ; fo moderate, that, when he 
came to make his will, it furprifed thofe who were 
prefent ; but Sir George afligned the reafon in 
few words : ** I do not leave much,** faid he, ** but. 
what I leave was honeftly gotten ; it never coft a 
failor a tear; or 'the nation a farthing.'^ 

*^* jiutborittes. Burnet's Hift. of his own 

Times. Biog. Britan. Campbell's Lives of the 
Admirals* 
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Sir JOHN HOLT, Knt. 

Lord Chief Juftkc of the Court of KingVbench*. 
£A.D. 1642, toi709r} 

THIS great o^iumcnt of the F^w, whefe ch|i- 
rafter def(^rves m be bcld in the higheft vene- 
ration to lateft pofte^ity, both as, » patriot and 
a judge, wa« the foi> o£ Sir Thoinas Hplt, an 
emnent lawyer, who fl&nrilhed in tlie reign of 
Charles !?• and waa recorder of th«^ town of 
jAbiiigdon in Berkihire. 0«r excellent Judge vya^ 
born at Thapoe, in Oxfbrdfhire, in the year 1642 ; 
and his fatl^er foan after removing to Abingdon, 
lie received the firft rudiments of educatron at tUer 
free-fchool of that plac^j from which he was re- 
moved at a proper age to O^cford^ and entered * 
fellow-commoner of Oriel-college, miderthe tuitions 
of Mr. Francis Barry. He remained, however, bqt 
a Ihort time at the viniverfity, not long euaugh to* 
intitle him to a degree; for> in 1658, the 17th year 
of his age, he entered himfeif of GniyVinn hefoxer 
he took a degree ; fome time after which, he was 
called tso the barr, where he applied himfeif witb 
fuch great induftry to the ftudy of the common law, ' 
that he foon became a very eminent barrifter. 

In i685r Mr, Holt was made recorder of Loi^- 

doo^ by the king's letters patent.^ The reafon of 

his being appointed to this office by the crown, as 

wa% alfo the cafe with hi$ predeceffor, was, that 
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t&e city of Londonr h»d' been depnyed of i<l9 ctetm^f 
and privileges in,' the year 1683;' bat tbefe VtftM 
reft'ored lo then> agaito al the Rcvloution. 

Mf. Hok executed the office of recorder with' 
great abiBty, for abenit a ydar and an half; and ia; 
the mean tii»e received the' honour of knighthood ;; 
however, he was then removed, becanfe be wouId« 
not affift in fa|^poirting tbe dlifpeniing power, whkh^ 
king James II. was fbiicitous to exercifc* It i«- 
£ud, that Holt alfo garve oflftndeat court in another^ 
ififtancc, by refnfing to expound th& law agreeably? 
to his majefty's pfcafurc. 

In 1686, he was called to the degree of Serjeanr 
at Law ; and being chofen a member of thfc Con-« 
Nation- parliament ia i6r88y he was appointed to- 
be one of the managers for the commons, at tho 
confefeneies held with thofe of the lords,, s^out 
the abdication;, an i the vacancy of the throne : and 
on that important occafion he had an opportunity o£' 
diij^tkying his* giiieat' abiditiQs, and his attachfinent 
to ar legal and limited government; which probably 
cmitributed to bis advancement after the. Revo*- 
ktion# 

King WilKim and queen Mary being now fixedi 
upon the throne,, oa the 4th of May,' 10689, Sir" 
John Holt was made lord-chief jufticeof the coart' 
of King's-bench ; and fbon after was ftvociiiamena^ 
ber of the privy-council.- Biihop Burnet fays,. 
" That though he was a young man for fo high ai 
poft, yet* toe raaintahied it all his time with aa 
Irigli rcpmtation for capacity, integrity, courage,, 
and great difpatkh ; fo thatj fince th^ lord -chief- 
jufticc Hale's time, that bench hadnot been-fo wclL 
fflicd as it was by him." 

During the time lord^chief-juftice Bolt prefided 
in tlie court of King's-bench, iwany cafes of the* 
uimoft inspdriiaQce, and highly afj^ing the live$, 

E 6 / rights, 
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rights, libertief, and properties^ of the people, came] 
in judgment before him. 

There was a remarkable 'cleamefs and peripi- 
cuity of ideas in his lordlhip's definitions ; a . 
diflinA arrangement of them in the analyiis of his 
aiguments ; and the real and natural difference of 
things was made moft perceptible -and obvious, 
when he diftinguifhed between matters which bore 
an untrue tefemblance to each other. Having 
thus rightly formed his premifes, he feldom 
erred in his conclufions. His arguments were in- 
firuftive and convincing ; and his integrity would 
not fuffer him to deviate from truth and juftice, 
to gratify thofe of the moft exalted rank, not even 
in compliance to his prince^ or to either houfe of 
parliament. 
: A moft remarkable inftance of his public fpirit, 
fortitude, ^nd integrity, is exhibited in the follow- 
ing caufe : . 

On the 20th of June, 1694, lord-chief-juftice 
Holt delivered his -moft excellent argument, Jn the 
famous cafe of lord Banbury. The cafe was, that 
an indidtment had been found at Hickes's-hal) 
againft the defendant, lord. Banbury, by the name 
of Charles Knollys, Efq; for the murder of captain 
Lawfon (who had marritd the fifter of the defend- 
ant), and the indiftment was removed by certiorari 
into the King's- bench, where the defendant pleaded 
a mifaomer in abatement, viz. that William 
Knollys, vifcount Wallingfort, . by letters patent 
under the great feal of England (which he produced 
in court), bearing date the 18th day of Auguft, 
2 Car. I. was created earl of Banbury, to have and 
to lipW tlie dignity to him and the heirs male of 
his body, lawfully begotten; that William had 
ilTue Nicholas, who fucceeded William in the dig- 
nity, from whom the dignity defcended upon the 

defendant. 
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defendant, as fon and heir to Nicholas. The attor- 
ney-general replied to this plea, that the defendant, 
upon the 13th of December, 4th of WilJiam and 
Mary, preferred a petition to the houfe of peers, 
then in parliament aflembled, that he might be tried 
by his peers ; and that, after longconiiderations and 
debates, the houfe of peers difmiiled his petition, y^-. 
cundum legem parliamentiy and di fallowed his peer- 
age, and made an order, that the defendant fhould 
be tried by the courfe of the common law. To 
this replication the defendant demurred, and the 
attorney-general joined in demurrer. 

The cafe was feveral times folemnly argued at 
the bar, by Sir Edward Ward, attorney-general. 
Sir Thomas Trevor, folicitor-general, and Sir 
William Williams, council for the crown; and 
by ferjeant Pem.berton, ferjeant Levinz, and Sir 
Bartholomew Shower, for the defendant. The 
court of King's-bench unaniraoufly gave their opi- 
nion in favour of lord Banbury ; but it was lord- 
chief- juftice Holt who chiefly diftinguilhed himfelf 
on this occafion. 

He gave it as his opinion in the ftroiigeft terms, 
that lord Banbury was. intitled to the privilege of 
peerage; and that the court of King's-bench could 
pay no regard to the order of the houfe of lords, 
by which it was attempted to deprive that noble- 
man of his privilege ; becaufe peerage was an in- 
heritance, aifd all inheritance muft be determined 
by the law of the land, and not by an ordinance of 
the houfe of peers* He obferved, ** that the houfe 
of lords has no jurifdiftion in an original caufe, 
becaufe that fupreme court is the laft refort. If the ' 
parliament," he faid, " took cognizance of original - 
caufes, the party would lofe his appeal, which the 
common law indiilgeth in all cafes, for which rea- 
ion the parliament is kept for the laft refort ; and 

caufcs 
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eaufiis comt not there, until they have tried air^s*' 
dicaiories. If a peer comoaits tieafon, or any other 
CFime, he ought to be tried by his peers ; but that 
does not |:ive them any right to deprive hioi of hir 
peerage, when the dilcudion of his title does not 
«oiae in a legal manner before thexu. Tl^ houfe 
of peers/* he agreed* ** ha$ jurifdiftion over its owiv 
members, and is a fupreme court *, but it is the lav? 
which has invefted them v^ritli fuch ample authorities ; 
and therefore it is no diminution of their power, to> 
fay, thai they ought to obfcrve thofe limits which* 
this law has prefcribed for them, which, in other 
rcfpefts,. hath made tliem fo great." His lordlhip laid 
alfo, ^' that as to the law of parliament, which had« 
been talked of, he did not know of any fuch law ;. ' 
and every law which binds the fubjefts of this- 
realm ought to be either the common law and ufage. 
of the realm, or an aft of parliament.'* He added| 
" that heconfidercd what had been laid by the king's- 
council, of tl>e law of parliament, as only intended' 
to friglitcn the judges ; but," he faid, ** that he did- 
not regard it -, for though he had all refpeft and defe- 
rence for that honourable body, yet he fat there to* 
adminifeer juftice according to the law of the land, 
and according to his oath, and that he ihould re- 
gard nothing but the difcharge of his duty.'* 

Lord-chief-juuictf Holt was aftewards fummoned* 
to give his reafons for this judgment to the houfe 
of peers, and a committee was appointed to hear 
and report them to the houfe, of which the earl of 
Rochefter was chairman. But Holt refufed to give 
the reafon^ for his judgment in fo extrajudicial a 
manner. He faidi however, ** tliat if the record was 
removed before the peers, by writ of error, fo that 
it came judicially before them, he would give his 
reafons very willingly ; but, if he gave them ia- 
tills cafe, it would be of vcr)F ill coafe<].uence to aU« 

judgesi 
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jodgcs hereafter m all cafes." At which anfwer 
fome Jords were fo offended^ that tliey would have^ 
committed riie diief-jaftice to the Tower.. But it 
was not thought proper to proceed to fuch extre- 
mities 5 and this difpute about the matter in which* 
lord Banbury (hould be tried proved in tiie event 
v^ry favourable to that nobleman; for the confer 
quence was, that he was not tried at all for the^ 
offence with which he was charged* 

In 1698, a remarkable caufe was tried before 
his lordlhip at Guildhall^ wherein Richard Lane 
brought an aftton againft Sir Robert Cotton,, 
and Sir Thomas Frankiand, as poftmaftec-general, 
for that a letter of the plaintifrs being delivered 
mto the poft-office, to . be fent by the poft from 
' London to Worcefter, by the negh*gence of the 
defendants in the execution of their office, the faid; 
letter was opened in the poft-office, and divers- 
ejcchequer- bills therein inclofed were taken away. 
Ill the courfe of the trials fome difficult points of 
law bdng ftarted, the jury brought in a fpccial. 
Yerdi£t. 

* The cafe was feverai times argued at the bar ;. 
and three of the judges were of opinion, thatjudgl 
ment ought to be given for tlie defendants ; but 
Holt gave his opinion in favour of the plaintifF. 
He faid. **it would be very hard on the fubjeft, if 
the aft ion, brought in this cafe, vKas not a good one ; 
&,r as the crown /has a revenue of icx),cX3ol. per 
ahnuow, for the management of the poft-offi^e 
care. ou^^Ut to be tkken that letters were fafely con- 
veyed,- and that the fubj&fts fhould be fecured \n> 
their properties* He offered many other reafons 
to fupport his opinion; but, the other judges having 
determined otherwife, judgment was given for the 
defendants. However, a writ of error was after- 
waids brought, and allowed) on the reafon which- 

had 
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had bcen*advanced by Holt ; fo that the final de- 
termination of this affair was in favour of the 
plaintiff. 

In the year 1700, when the lord-chancellor 
Somers parted with the great-feal, king VViHiam 
prelfed the Jord-chief-juftice Holt to accept of it ; 
but he repHed, *' that he never had but one 
chancery -caufe in his life, which he loft, and con* 
fequently could not think himfelf fitly qualified for 
fo great a truft.'* 

In the fecond year of the reign of queen Anne, 
a very important caufe was agitated by the judges, 
of what was then called " The Q^ieen's-bench,** re- 
lative to the right of eledlion for members of parlia- 
ment ; and, on this occafion, Holt greatly diftin- 
guiflied himfelf as a fteady friend to the liberties 
of the fubjeft. An aftion had been brought againft 
the conftables of Ayleibury, at the fuit of one 
Afhby, a burgefs of .that town, for refufing to re- 
ceive his vote in an eleftion of member of parlia- 
ment, the conftables being the returning officers 
in that borough. This was tried at the aifizes, 
and it was found thfere, by the jury, that the con- 
ftables had denied Afliby a right, of which he was 
undoubtedly in poffeflion ; and they were caft in 
damages. But a motion was made in the court of 
Queen Vbcnch, in arreft. of judgment, it being 
alleged that no a£tion did lie, or had ever been 
brought on that account. When the cafe came 
to be argued, three of th^ judges, Powel, Powis, 
and Gould, gave it as their opinion, that no hurt 
was done to tlie man, or at leaft none but what 
was too inconfiderable to deferve the notice of the 
law ; that the judging of eleftions belonged to the 
houfe of commons ; that as this aAion was the firft 
of its kind, fo, if it was allowed, it would bring on 
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an infifiity of iuits, and-iiivolve all officers concern* 
ed in eie^ions in great difficulties. 

Lord- chief • J nftice Holt differed totally from his 
brethren on this fubjefl, and exprelTed his furprize 
at fome arguments which they had advanced. He 
maintained, that the plaintiff A(hby had a right 
and privilege to give his vote; and if he was hin* 
dercd in the -enjoyment or exercife of that right, he 
. might* legally bring an aftion againft the difturbcr, 
** If the plaintiff," fays he, *' has a right, he muft 
ofnecefEty have a means to vindicate and maintain 
it, and a remedy if he is injured in the exercife or 
enjoyment of it ; and, indeed, it is a vain thing to 
imagine a right without a remedy ; for want of right 
and want ^f remedy are reclprocal.^*^— " It is no 
objeftion to fay, that it will occafion multiplicity 
of aftiohs ; for if nien will multiply injuries, ac- 
tions mufl be multiplied too ; for every man that 
is injured ought to have his recompcnfe. And if 
public officers will infringe men's rights, they ought 
to pay greater damages than ot|jer men, to deter 
and hinder other officers from the like offences."— 
*' To allow this aftion will make public officers 
more careful to obferve the coniiitutions of cities 
and boroughs, and not to be fo partial as they com« 
mpnly are \\\ all deftions, which is indeed a great 
and growing mifchief, and tends to the prejudice 
of the peace-ofthe nation.-*-*-** The right of vo- 
ting at the eleftion of burgefies, is a thing of the 
higheft importance, and fo great a privilege, that 
it is a great injury to deprive the plaintiff of it."-- .^ 
♦* A right that a man has to give his vote to the 
eledion of a perfon to rcprefent him in parliament, 
there to concur to the making of laws, » which 
are to bind his liberty and property, is a moft 
tranfcendant thing, and of an high nature, and the 
law takes notice of it as fuch in divers ftatutes."— 
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**T&e right of voting is a ri^ht in the pTainfiff 
by the common law, aiid GOiifequcnriy he (half 
maintain an a£lion for tlic obftru^ton of it." He 
oflfe,red many other learned and forcible argamenti 
on the fame fide, and concluded, tl>at the pkintifF 
ought to have judgment. But,^ the majority of the 
judges having given a different opitiioo, judgment 
was give(i for the defendants. 

On the 14th of January, 17OJ, this judgment 
was reverfed in the houfe of lords, and judgment 
given for the plaintiff, by fifty lords agjiinft fixteei^i 
Holt flill maintained his opinion in tlie houfe of 
peers, and obferf ed, ** tliat whenever fuch a caufe 
fhouid come before him, he fboald dired the jury 
to make the returning officer pay welt for depriv- 
ing ail cleftor of his vote. It is/* faid he, "denying-, 
him his Englifli right ; and if this afiion is not a^ 
lowed, a man may for ever be deprived of it. It i^ 
^ great privilege to choofe fuch perions as afc to^ 
bind a man's life and property by the laws they 
in4ke.'* 

But the affair of ihe cleftor* and returning officers' 
of Ayle£bury did not end here. In December, 27049- 
John Paty, and four others, who had alfo cota^ 
menced and profecuted actions at common lavr 
againfl the conftabJcs of Aylcfbury, were commit^ 
ted to Newgate by a warrant from the Speaker of 
the houfe of Commons, for the breach of the pidvi* 
leges of that houfe. The council for the Aylcfbu^ 
eledors having moved for an habeas corpus, tlwjf? 
were brought up to tiie court of KingVbench ;: 
and when, the judges casneto deliver their opinion j^. 
three of tliem were for vemanding the prifoncrs to* 
Kewffate j but Holt gave hi« opinion io the cleareft' 
and urongeft maixner, that the prifoners ought tor- 
h& discharged. The following has been publifl^d; 

9$^ 
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as containing the moft remarkable paflages in the 
chief jaftice's fpeeth on this oecafton r 

** I am very ferry 1 am forced to differ from my 
brethren in opinion ; bat whatever iitconvenrence* 
or dangers 1 may incur, I tliink myfelf obliged to 
aft according to riiy confcience. I mnft d'eclare it 
is my opinio;!, that the prifoners ought to be dif- 
charged, becaufe it is an illegal commit'mcnt ; and 
Magna * Charta lays,, ^id nemo Impfifonetur nijf 
per Ugem terra. And if profecuting a legal aSioa. 
in a legal method can juftify a commitment, thea 
no.Englifhman's freedom is fafe 

•• 'Tis by the law of the land that the houfe of 
commons have their being ; therefore it can never 
he in the^ power of the commons to controul the 
hw, Formyjpart, 1 knx^w no privilege of parlia* 
nient that can oe valid, and at the fiwfi^ time con- 
tradi6l the law of England* 

•* It is by Magna Chart* that lh€ Jiberty ofati 
Englifhman is prefcrved ; and without deftroylng 
the conftitution of England, the liberty of an Eng- 
lilhman cannot be taken from hini, but for a legal 
caufe. 

*• It IS pretended; that afting. legally is a breach 
of tlije privilege? of the houft of commons, and 
that we are not jadges of it. This is impoflible-. 
when the law, by which the houfe of commons fit, 
juftifies the profecuting thi$ aSion ; and 'tis riot iii 
the power of thd houfe of commons to fuperfed6 
that power which gives them tlieir eflcncc. 

** If we can dilcliarge a perfon committed pet 
mandaium reg'Sj a foriior\y \ think we can dif- 
charge from a commitment of the houfe of com* 
mons. 

** The houfe of commons, 'tis trucj have k 
power over their own members, and may commit 
them : brut to lay that their commitment of any 
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other pcrfoii (though never fo nnlawful) is unex- 
aminablc, will tend to make Engliihmen flaves, 
which, while I fit here, I can never confent to/* 

The chief juftice then obferving, that feveral 
members of the houfe of commons were in court ; 
as, lord Dyfart» Mr. JBromley, &c- added as -fol- 
lows : •* J hope never to be over-awed from doing 
juftice ; and 1 think we fit liere to adminiftcr equal 
juftice to all her majefty's fubjefts ; and therefore 
'tis ray judgment that thefe prifoners ought to be 
difchargcd." However, as the three dther judges 
•had given a contrary opinion, the majority pre- 
vailed, and the prifoners were remanded to New- 
gate. 

Upon this, John Paty and another of the pri- 
foners moved for a writ of error, to bring the 
hiatter before the houfe of lords. This writ was 
only to be obtained by petitioning the queen, that 
the judgment of the court of Queen's-bench might 
be brought before her majefty- in parliament. The 
commons were alarmed at thefe petitions, and car- 
ried up an addreTs to the queen, defiring her ma- 
jefty not to grant the writ of error. The opinion 
of the judges was taken upon this ; and ten of them, 
of whom Holt was one, agreed, that, in civil mat- 
ters, a petition for a writ of error was a petition 
of right, and not of grace. It was therefore thought 
a very ftrange thing, which might have m oft per- 
nicious confequences, for a houfe of commons to 
defire the queen not to grant a petition of right, 
which was plainly a breach of law, and of her co- 
ronation oath. And the houfe of peers, haying 
received a petition from the prifoners for relief, 
pafled feveral votes, among which weje the fol- 
lowing : 

" That neither houfe of parliament has any power, 
by any vote or declaration, to create to ihemfelvea 

anv 
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any new privilege that is not warranted by the 
known laws and cuftoms of parliament. 

** That every freeman of England, who appre-i 
hends himfelf to be injured, has a right to feek re-> 
drefs by aflion at law; and that the commencing 
and profecuting an adion at common-law againft 
any perfon (not intitlcd to privilege of parliament) 
is legal. 

•• That the houfc of commons, in committing 
to Newgate John Paty, &c. for commencing and 
profecuting an aAion at the common-law, againft 
the conftablcs of Aylefbiiry, for.not allowing their 
votes in cleftion of members to ferve in parliament, 
upon pretence that their fo doing was contrary to a 

. declaration, a contempt of the jurifdiftion, and a 
breach of the privilege of that. houfe, have aflumed 
to thcmfelves alone a legiflative authority, by pre* 
tending to attribute the force of a law to their de- 
claration ; haye claimed a jurifdiftion not warranted 
l)y the conftitution ; and have aflumed a new pii- 
Tilcge, to which they can have no title by. the laws 
and culloms of parliament ; and have thereby, as 
far as in them lies, fubjefted the rights of Englifh- 

.mcn, and the freedoih of tlieir perfons, to the arbi- 
trary votes of the houfe of commons." 

This affair at l^ingth occafioncd fo violent a con* 
tcfl between the two houfes, that queen Anne could 
find no method x)f putting an end to the difpute, but 
dilfolving the parliament ; which was accordingly 
done on the 5th of April, 1705. As to Holt, in all 
the concern which he had in this affair, he behaved 
with a firmnefs, integrity, and courage, which were 
generally applauded. 

Sir Johri Holt held the office of chief-juftice ^f 

I the King's-bench for the fpace of twenty-one years, 
with the highefl credit to himfelf, and advantage 

! to his country. He died on the 5th of March, 1709, 

I about three o'clock in the afternoon, at his houfe 

in 
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in Bedford row, after a lingering illnefs, in thefixty* 
eighth year of his age ; and was interred in the p2- 
Tifh church of Redgrave, in the cx)unty of SyiFolk, 
where a faoiptuous marBle mojauaient was erefted 
to his menaory. He married Anne^ daughter of Sir 
John Cropley, bart. but kft no iflue by lier- 

The following charafter is given of this grcaf 
judge by the author of tlie Britifli Biography : 
*• Lord-cUief-juftice Holt was one of the ameil and 
moft upright judges that ever prefided in a court 
of juftice. He was a perfeft mader of the conimon- 
law, and applied himielf with great affiduity to the 
funftions of his important office. He poflefled an un- 
common clearnefe of underilanding, and great foli- 
dity of judgment; and fuch was his integrity and 
liroinefs of mind, that he coiild never be brought 
to fwerve in the lead: froai what he thought to be 
law and ju&ice. He was remarkably llrenuous in 
nobly aflcrting, and as vigoroufly iupporting, the 
rights and liberties of the fubjedl, to which he paid 
th« greateft regard ; and would not fuffer any re- 
flexions, tending to depreciate tliem, to pa^s uncen- - 
fiired, or, indeed, without a fevere reprimand." 

In lyoij^when tlie^cafe of an appeal for murder 
was agitated, in which tl\e king cannot pardon, it 
was obferved by judge Treby, that an appeal was 
an odioAis,, revengeful profecutiiwi, and therefore de- 
fcrved no encouragement; upon which occafion 
HoUr with great yehenience and zcal> faid, " he won- 
dered that any Engliihman flxould brand an appeal 
with the naiue of an odious profecution ; for his 
part, he looked upon it to be a noble rexiaedy,> jmd 
a true badge of the Eagliih rights and liberties.*' 

He. had a juft fenfe of the ej^treme danger of 
calling in -the. military power,, under the pretemcc 
of affifting the civil migiftrates in the execution of 
the laws ; and he would on no occafion counte- 
nance any thing of this kind, Whilft he held the 

ofl5c« 
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•office of chief-juftice, there happened ^ riot ill 
Holborn, occafioiied by a wicked praftice, in which 
&>me people had engaged, of Jecoyiilg young per- 
Ibns of both fexc3 to the plantations. The perfons 
io decoyed they kept prifoners in a houfe in Hol- 
born, 'till they could find an opportunity of (hip- 
ping tl^em off; which being difcovered, the en- 
raged populace were going to pull down the houfc. 
Notice of this being fent to Whitehall, a party of 
the guards were commanded to march to the place; 
'but diey firft fent an officer to lord-chief-jufticc 
Holt, to acquaint him with tl>e defigii,. and to de* 
fire him to fend fome of his people to attend the 
ioldiers, in order to give it the better countenance* 
The officer having delivered his meflage, the chief- 
juftice faid to him, *' Suppofe the populace fliould 
not difperfe at your appearance, what are you to 
<}o then-?*-* ** Sir" ,^'anfwered the officer) *' we have 
orders to fire upon them." ** Have you, Sir^'* (re- 
plied his lordfhip) ** then take notice of what 1 fay: 
' a there be one man killed, and you are tried before 
me, 1 will take care that you, and every foldier of 
your party, .fhall be hanged. Sir** (added he) *' go 
back to thofe who Tent you, and acquaint them, 
that no officer of mine fhall attend foldiers ; and 
let them know at- the fame tjme, that the laws of* 
this kirrgdom are not to be executed by the fword ; 
ttiefe matters belong to the civil power, and you 
have notliing to do with them.*^ Upon this, tlie 
lord- chief-juft ice ordered his tipflaves, with a feir- 
•conflables to attend him ; and he went himfelf in 
perfon to the place where the tumult was ; expof- 
tulated with the mob ; and affured .them that jof- 
tice fhould be done upoii the perfons who were 
the objefts of- their indignation ; upon which tlky 
ail difperfed quietly. 

Holt's integrity and uprightnefs as a judge are 
xsdebrated in tiie il|.th number <rfthe Tatler^ under 

* the 
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the charaSer of Vcrus. His lordfliip publiflied 
Sir John Kcyling*s Reports in 1708, with fomc 
notes of his own, and three modern cafes annexed, 
to which we refer the curious fludent; but two 
entertaining incidents of his hfe are prefer ved in a 
coUedion of anecdotes of eminent perfons, pub- 
Uihed in two pocket volumes in 1756, which, for 
the amufement of our readers, weinfert in this 
place ; though the truth of them is fomcwhat doubt- 
ful. 

LoVd-chief-jufticc Hok, it is faid, had been very 
wild in his youth, ai^d was once out with fome of 
his raking companions on a journey into Uie coun- 
try ; they had (pent all their money, and, after many 
confultations what to do, it was refolved that they 
fliould part company, and try their fortune fepa- 
rately. Holt got to an inn at the end of a ftraggling 
village, and, putting a good face on the matter, or- 
dered his horls to be well taken care of, called for 
a room, befpoke a fupper, and looked after his bed. 
He then drolled into the kitchen, where he faw a. 
lafs about thirteen years old, Ihivering with an ague; 
he enquired of his landlady, a widow, who the girl 
was, and how long (he had been ill. The good 
woman told him that (he was her daughter, an 
•only child, and that fhe had been ill near a year, 
notwithftanding all the affiftance Ihe could procure, 
from pbyfic, at an expence vihich had almoft ruined 
her. He (hook his head at tlie doftors, and bade 
the woman be under no farther concern, for that 
her daughter (hould' never have another fit. He 
then wrote a few unintelligible words in court- 
hand, on a fcrap of parchment, which had been the 
direSion to a hamper, and rolling it up, ordered 
that it (hould be bound upon the girl's wrilV, and 
remain there 'till (he was well. As it happened, 
the ague returned no more ; and Holt having con- 
tinued there a week, now called for bis bill with as 
6 . ii\uch 
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lunch courage as if his pockets had been filJed 
Witli gold ; *' Ah ! God blcfs you, fays the old 
woman, you're notiiing in my debt, I'm furc ; I 
wifh I was able to pay you for the cure you have 
performed upon my daughter j and if I had had the 
happinefs to fee you ten months ago, it would 
havefaved me forty pounds in my pocket.'* Holt, 
after fome altercation, accepted of his week's ac- 
commodation as a gratuity, and rode away. 

it happened, that many years afterwards, when 
he was one of the judges of the King's bench, he 
went a circuit into the fame country, and, among 
other criminals whom he was appointed to try, 
there was an old woman that was charged with 
witchcraft; to fupport this charger, fevcral wit. 
neflcs fworc that flie had a fpell, with which flie 
could cither cure fuch cattle as were fick, or de* 
ftroy thofe that were well: in the ufe of this fpell 
they faid (he had been latefy detefted, and it having 
been feized upon her, was ready to be produced 
in court; the judge then dcfired it might be handed 
>jp to him ; it appeared to be a dirty ball covered 
with rags, and bound many times round with 
packthread ; thcfe coverings he removed with great 
deliberation one after another,, and at laft found a 
piece of parchment, which he knew to be the fame 
that he* had ufed as an expedient to fupply his want 
of money. At the recolleftion of this incident he 
changed colour, and fat filent ; at length, recolleft- 
ing himfelf, he addrcfled the jury to this efFea ; 
** Gentlenaen, I muft now relate a particular of 
my life,, which Very ill-fiiits my prcfent cbarafter, 
and the ftation in which I lit ; but to conceal it 
would be to aggravate the folly for which I ought 
to atone, to endanger innocence and countenance 
fuperftition : this bauble, which you fuppofe lo 
have the power of life and deatti, is a fcnfelels 
Vol, V. F fcrawl 
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Icrawl which I wrote with my own hand, and gave 
to this woman, whom, for no other caufe, you 
fccufc as a witch." He then related the parti- 
cular circumftances of the tranfaftion ; and it had 
fuch an efFcft upon the minds of the people, who 
now blufhed at the folly and the cruelty of their 
zeal, that judge Holt's landlady was the laft perfon 
that ever was tried for witchcraft in that county. 

It is related of the fame magiftrate, that being 
once upon the bench at the Old Bailey, a fellow 
was tried and convifted of a robbery on the high- 
way, whom the judge remembered to have been one 
of his old companions. He was moved by that cu- 
riofity which is natural, upon a retrofpeftion on 
paft life, to know the fortune of the contemporaries 
with whom he was once aflbciated, and of whom 
he had known nothing for many years ; he there- 
fore aiked the fellow what was become of Tom 
fach-a-one, and Will fuch-a-one, and the reft of 
the knot to which they belonged. The fellow 
fetched a deep figh, and making a low bow, 
'* Ah ! my lord,'* (faid he,) «« they are all hanged 
but your lordfliip and I.'* 

*^* Juthorttus. Biog. Britan. Macaulay's 
Hift. of E?^land. Life of Sir John Holt, 8vo, 
1764. Britilh Biography, vol. wi; 8vo,. 177a. 
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The life of 
GILBERT BURNET, 

Bishop of SALISBURY. 
[ A, D. ^643, to 1715-] 

GILBERT BURNET, the celebrated bifhop 
of Salifbury, was born at Edinburgh^ in the 
year 1643. His father was. the younger brother of 
an ancient family in Aberdeenfliire, and bred to the 
civil law ; in which, though he made no fhining 
figure at the bar, his modefty too much depreffing 
his abilities, he raifed .himfelf to fo great reputa« 
tion, that, at the reftoration of king Charles II. 
he was, in reward for his conftant attachment to 
the royal party, appointed one of the lords of feflion 
af Edinbtirgh, His mother was lifter to the famous 
Sir Alexander Johnftoun, and a warm zealot for 
prefbytery. 

Mr. Burnet being out of employment during the 
Inter- regnum, owing to his refufing to acknowledge 
Cromwell's authority, he took upon himfelf the 
charge of his fon's education, who, at ten years of 
age, was fent to the college of- Aberdeen. His fa- 
ther, who ftill continued to be his principal inftruc- 
tor, obliged him to rife to his ftudies at four o'clock 
every morning ; by which rticans he contrafted » 
habit of early rifing, which he did not difcontipuc 
. till a few year* before his death, when age and infir- 

F z mitie« 
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m Jtics rendered a greater proportion of reft neceilary 

to. him* 

Though his father had defigned him for the church, 
yet h^ would not divert him from purfuing his own 
inclination to the ciyil and feudal law, to which 
ftudy he applied himfelf awholc year, and received 
froitt it^as,he wasoften heard to lay, juftei^btions 
concerning the- foundations- of civil* ifociety and 
j^overnment than aje maintained by fome divines. 
He altered liis refoluti on of profeputing this ftudy, 
and applied, with his father's warm approbation, 
to that of divinity.. 

In his hours of amufement, fie ran through many 
Tolumfes of hiftory i and,, as he had a very ftrong 
conflitution, and a prodigious memory, this clofc 
application was no inconvenience to him ; fo that 
jie made hirofelf mafl«r of a vaft extent, of learning; 
which he had ready for his ufe upon- all occafions. 

At eighteen, he was admitted' a probationer, or 
•xpefl^nt preacher ; and, foern after, an offer of a 
good benefice was. made him, which he declined; , 

In 1669, about twa jtsrs after the death of his 
ftithers became into England*; andj after-fix months 
ttSiy at Oxford and earobrrdgc,, returned to Scot*- 
hnd ; which he foon after -^eftr again, to makea tour 
of fome months, in r^4, in- Holland- anid France. 
At Amfterdam, by the help of a Jewilh RabW, he 
perfefted hirafelf in the Htbrewt l^iguage, atid like- 
wife became acquainted with the leading men' of the 
different perfuafjons tolerated in that - country ; as 
tjalyinifis, Arminians, Lutheranu^ Anabaptifts^j 
Brownifts, Pipifls> and Unitarians ; amongft each 
of which, he uled frequently to declare, he met with 
men of fuch unfeigned piety and virtue, that he be- 
came fixed in a ftVong principle of univerfal charity, 
and an invincible abhorrence of all feverities, on 
.account of religious differences in opitrion. 

Oa 
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Oft his return to. Scotland, he was admitted iota 
holy orders, by the bifliop of Edinburgh, in 1665* 
aoid prefentc4 to the living of Saltoun. The con* 
du£k of the Scotch bilhops feemed to him fo unbe«- 
cojming the epifcopal pharafter, that he drcfw up a 
memorial of their abufes. 

In i668y he ^as employed in negociating the 
fcheme of accommodation between the ^pifcopal 
and Prefbyterian parties ; and, by bis advice, many 
of the latter were^put into the vacant churches. 

The year Allowing, he was made divinity-pro- 
feflbrat Glafgow ; where he conunued four years 
and a half, equally hated by the zealots of both par- 
ties. In the frequent viiits he made to the duchefs 
o£ Hamilton, he fo hr gained her confidence, as to 
be intrufted with tlie perufal and arrangement of her 
paper<s relating to her father's and her uncle's jni- 
liiftry ; whidi put him upon writing Memoirs of 
the Dukes of Hamilton, and occafloned his being 
invited to London by the earl of Lauderdale, who 
ofiered'to furnifh him with fome anecdotes towards 
€ompiting thofe memoirs. 

JDiufiog his ftay in London ^ he was offered the 
^oice of four bilhoprics in Scotland, which he 
sefufed. 

On his return to Glafgow, he remarried lady Mar^ 
garet Kennedy, daughter to the earl, of Cafliliesi a 
lady of great piety and knowledge, highly efteemed " 
by the 'Premyterians, to whofe fentiments fhe was 
ftrongly inclined.. As there wa^ fome difparity in 
their ages, ihAt it might remain paft difpute that 
this match was wholly owing to inclination, not 
to avarice or ambition, th6 day before their marriage 
our author delivered the lady a deed, whereby he 
renounced all pretention to her fortune, which was, 
very €oa&lerfkble,^ and. niuft other wife hav-e hWen 
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itito his hands, ftie herfelf havipg no intention t« 
fecure it. 

In 1672, he publiflicd " A Vindication, &c, of 
the Church and State of Scotland ;" which, at that 
junfture, was looked upon as fo great a fervice, 
that he was again offered a bifhoprick, and a promife 
<Jf the next vacant archbifhoprick, but did not accept 
of it, becaufe he remarked, that the great defigii 
' of thje court was to advance Popery. 

In 1673, he took another journey to London;- 
and, by the king's own* nomination, after hearing 
liim preach, was made one of his chaplains in or- 
dinary. * 

Upon his return to Scotland, he. retired to his* 
^tion at Glafgow, but was obliged the next year to* 
return to court, to juftify himfelf againft the accu-' 
fations of the duke of Lauderdale, who had repre- 
fehted him as the caufe of the mifcarriages of ail 
^ the court-meafures in Scotland. The king receiv^ed 
him very coldly, aftd ordered his name to be ftruck 
out of the lift of chaplains ; yet, at the duke of York'i 
intreaty, confented to hear what he could offfer in> 
his own juftification; with which he fceraed to be 
fatisfi^d; neverthelefs, as Lauderdale had not dropt 
his tefentment, Mr. Burnet, who was told that hi^ 
etieniies had a defign'to get him imprifoned, refigncd 
his profeffor's chair at Glafgow, and refolved lo^ 
fettle in i,ondon. 

He preached in feveral churches, and had been 
aftually chofen minifter of one, had not the eJeftori 
been deterred from it by a letter in the king's 
name. 

About this lime, the living of Cripplegate being 
vacant, the dean and chapter of St. Paul's, inwhofe 
gift it was, hearing of his circumftances and the. 
hardfhips he had undergone, fent hiwi an offer of 
the benefice ; but, as he jiad been informed of their 

firft 
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firft intention of conferring it on Dr. Fowler, he 
gcneroufly declined it. 

In 1675^ at the recommendation of lord Hclli^, 
whom he had known in France, ambaflador at that 
court, he was, by Sir Harbottle Grimftone, Matter 
of the Rolls, appointed preacher of the chapel there, 
notwithftanding the oppofition of the court. He 
was foon after chofcn a lefturer of St. Clement's, 
and became one of the preachers that were moft fol- 
lowed in town. 

In 1697, he publifhed his " Hiftory of the Re- 
formation ;" for which he had the tlianks of both 
koufes of parliament. -^ 

Two years after, he printed the fecond volume, 
which met with the fame approbation as the firft. 

About this time he attended a fick perfon, who 
had been engaged in an amour with the earl of 
Rochofter. I'he manner in which he treated her, 
during her illnefs, g«vc that lord a great curibfity 
of being acquainted with him. Whereupon, for 
a whole winter, he fpcnt one evening a week witk 
Mr. Burner, who difcourfed with him upon all 
thofe topicks upon which fccptics, and men of loofe 
morals, attack the Chriftian religion. The happy 
cffefl of thefc conferences occafioncd the publi* 
cation of his account of the life and death of that 
carl. . 

In 1682, when the adniiniftration was changed 
in favour of the duke of York, being much, rc- 
forted to by perfons of all ranks and parties ; iii 
order to avoid returning vifits, he built a labora-; 
tpry, and went through a courfe of chemical expe- 
riments. Not long after, he refufed a living 'of 
three hundred a year, offered him by the earl of 
Eflex, on the terms of not reiidiag there, but in 
Loudon. 

F 4 His 
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His behaviour at the lord Rudel's trial, bis at-- 
tendance on hitn in prifon, and at his execution, 
with the fufpicion of his being concerned in draw- 
ing up that nobl^min^s fpecch, having drawn on 
him the indignation of the court, he took a ihort 
tour to Paris, where unufual civilities, were fhewn 
bini by the king of France*s exprefs direction; and 
be became acquainted with feveral eminent perfons ; 
but, not thinking it right to be longer abfent from 
the duties of his calling, lie returned to London ; 
and that very year, in purfuance of the king's n^an* 
date, was difcharged from his Ie£lurefhip at St. 
Clement's ; and having, on the fifth of November, 
1684, preached a fermon at the Roirs-chapel, fe- 
verely inveighing againft the doftrines of ropery, 
and the principles of the Papiflfs, he was, in De- 
cember following, forbid to preach there any more. 
On king James's accelfeon to the throne, havin|^ 
lobtained leave to go out of the kingdon), be firi^ 
went to Paris, and lived in great reticemen^l till 
cchtrading an acquaintance with brigadier ^Stouppe^ 
a Proteftant gentleman in die French fcrvice, ^he 
made a tour with him to Italy. 

He met with an agreeable reception at Rome : 
pope Innoceirt IL hearing of our author's arrival^ 
icnt the captain of the Swifs guards to acquaint 
him, he would give him a private audience in bed» 
to avoid the cerciiiony of kiffing his holinefs's flip- 
per ; but Dr. Burnet excufed himfelf as well as he 
could. 

One evening, upon vifiting cardinal Howard, 
be found him diftributing fome relicks to two French 
gentlemen ; when he whifpered to him in Engiifh, 
ihat it was fomewhat odd, that an Englifti prieft 
jfliould be at Rpme, helping them off with the ware 
itf Babylon. The cardinal fmiled at the remark; 

and^ 
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amd, repeating it in French to the gentlemen, bid 
them tell their countiy men how bold the heretiosi 
and how mild the cardinals, were at Rome. 

Some difputes which our author had at Rome; 
concerning religioHt beginning fo be taken notice 
of, made it proper -for him to qbitthat city ; which, 
upon an intimation given hrm by the prince Borg* 
hefe, he accordingly did, and purfued bis travels 
through ^Switzerland and Germany. 

In 1686, he came to Utrecht, with an intention 
to fettle in fome of the Seven Provinces. There he 
received an invitation froni the prince and princefs 
of Orange, to whom their party in England had 
recommended him, to come to the Hague ; which 
he accepted. He was foon made acquainted with 
the fccrets of their counfcls, and adviftd the fitting 
out of a fleet in Holland, fufficient to fupport tlieir 
defigns, and encotirage their friends. This, and 
the account of his travels, in which }ie endeavoured 
to blend Popery and tyranny together, and rcprci. 
fent them as infcparable; with fpme papers, rei 
flefting^on the proceedings of England, that came 
out in fingle fheets, Tand were dffpcrfed iw feveral 
parts of England, moft of which Mr Burnet owns 
himfelf the author 6f ; alarriied king /ames, 'and 
were the occafion of his writing twice a^j^airift him 
to the princefs of Orange ; and irrfifting, 'by his 
ambaCador, on his being forbidden the ' court'; 
which, after much impprtoriity, was 'dotie, thou^ 
he continued to bettiifted ind employed ai befores 
the Dutch mliiifters c^nfulting hnndsifly^ And u 
report being .circulated, tliat Mr. Burnet, then 4 
widower, was on the point oT being njarried to a 
confiderable fortune at the Hague ; in order to 
prevent this, and to put an end to- his frcqiietit 
conferences with the minifters, a- prcMccirtroii lor 
hSgh-treafen was^fet on 'foot ^gainft-hiitt bofti *i 
. F 5 England 
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England and Scotland ; but Burnet receiving th?l 
news thereof before it came to the States, he aroided 
the ftorm, by petitioning for, and obtaining with- 
out any difficulty, a bill of naturalization, in or- 
der to his intended marriage with Mrs. Mary Scot, 
a Dutch lajy of confiderabic fortune, who, with 
the advantage of birth, had thofe of a fine perfon 
5md underftanding. 

After his marriage with this lady, being legally 
under the proteftion of Holland, he undertook, in 
a letter to the earl of Middleton, to anfwer all the 
matters laid to his charge ; and added, that, being 
how natural^ed in Holland, his allegiance was, 
<}uring his ftay in thefe parts, transferred from his 
niajefty to the States-General ; and, in another let- 
ter, that, if upon non-appearance a fentehce fhould 
be paflcd agalnft him, he Ihould, to juftify him- 
ifeif, be forced to give ah account of the fhare he 
had in public affairs, in which he might be led to 
tncntion what he was afraid would not pleafe his 
majefty. 

Thefe expreffions gave fuch offence to the Eng* 
lifh court, that, dropping the former profccution, 
they proceeded^ againft him as guilty of high- 
treafani a fcntencc of outlawty was pafled upon^^ 
him ; and thereupon the king firft demanded him 

^o be delivered up, and. afterwards infilled on liis 
being baniflied the Seven Provinces ;" which the 
States refufed, allcdging, that he was become their 
fubje£l; and, if tlie l^uig had any thing tb lay to 
Dr. Burnet's charge,, juftice Ihould be done in their, 
fourtjk . - 

, This put an end to all farther application to the 

/States ; and Dr. Burnet, fecured from any danger, 
went on in affifting and forwarding the important 

.^aiffaii: of the Revolution. He gave early notice of 
it to the court of Hanover i iiuimating, that the 

fuc- 
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fiiccefs of that event, might probably end in a fuc 
ceffion of that illuftrious houfc to the Britifh crown* 
.He wrote alfo feveral pamphlets in fupport of the 
prince of Orange's defig^ns, and affifted in drawing 
up his declaration, &c. andj when he undertook 
the expedition to England, Dr. Burnet accompa- 
nied him as his chaplain. 

. After his landing at Exeter, he propofed and drew 
up the affociation, and wa« of no fmall fervicc oa 
feveral occafions, by a feafonablc difplay of pulpit- 
eloquence, to animate the princess followers, and 
gain over others to his intereft. 

Nor did his fervices pafs unrewarded ; for king 
William had hot been many days on the throne 
before Dr. Burnet was advanced to the fee of Salif- 
Tjury, in the room of Dr. Seth Ward, deceafed, 
being confecrated on' the thirty -firft of May, 1689. 
He diftinguifhed himfelf in the houfe of lords, by 
declaring for moderate meafures with regard to the 
clergy, who fcrupled to take the oaths to William 
and Mary, and by exerting his abilities in pro- 
moting a legal toleration of the Proteftant Diflenters. 
. In 1689, a paffage in his '* Paftoral Letter to the 
Clergy of his Dioceie, concerning the Oaths of Sv>- 
premacy and Allegiance to King William arid Queen 
Mary," which fecmed to ground their title to the 
crown on the right- of conqueft, gave fuch offence 
to both houfes of parliament, that they ordered it 
to be burned by the hands of the common hangman. 

As foon as the feffion of parliament for th^t year 
was ended, he went down to his diocefe, Vhere 
he was very exaft in the difcharge of his funftion ; 
and he was particularly fcrupulous in conferring of 
orders, and admitting to livings. 

His attendance in parliament was conftant every 
winter; and, during the funinier-'fcafbns,' he rcfided 
chiefly at Salilbury^ but never failed lo make an- 

F 6 uQsi 
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nual vifiuticms to all the principal town^ in his 
diocefe, when he made ftrift enquiry into the con- 
<la& of the clergy, and took jgreat pains to have 
youth inftruded in the Chrifiian religidn, for which 
|fturpofe he encoaraged, catechifing, looking upon 
confirmation without it as an idle ceremony. 

He was a warm and conftant enemy to pluraliths 
of UviogSt except where two churches lay near each 
.other, and were but poorly endowed. But whea* 
ever n^H'-rifidehci wa£ die confequence of a plurality^ 
he ufed his utmoft eudeavours to prevent it> and, 
in fbmc cafes, even hazarded a fulpenfion, rather 
than give inflituti9n. In liis charges to the clergy, 
he exclaimed againft pluralities, as a facrilegious 
robbery of the revenues of the church ; an4 a re- 
markable effed produced by his zeal upon this fub« 
je& is recorded. In his firft vifitation at Salilbury, 
he urged the authority of St. Bernard^ who being 
confultcd by one of his followers, whether he might 
xiot accept of two benefices, replied, *' And how 
will you be able to ferve them both?" " I intend,'* 
jmfwered the prieft, *' to oificiate in-one of them by 
a deputy." ** Will your deputy be damned for you 
too ?" cried the faint. *' Believe me, you may 
•ferve your cure by proxy, but you muft be damned 
an perfon." This cxprcfliori fo affefted Mr. KcU 
•fey, a pious and worthy clergyman there prefent, 
that he immediately refigned the redory of Bemer« 
ton, worth two hundred pounds a year, vrhich he 
then held with one of greater valuQ. Nor was this 
ad of felf denial without its reward ; for though 
tlicir principles in church^matters were . very oppo- 
fite, Burnet conceived fuch an efteem for him from 
ihis aftioh, that he not only prevailed with the 
chapter to ele£l him a canon, but likewife made him 
archdeacon of Sarum, and gave him one of the beft 
•pretends in the church. 

In 
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In the point of refidcnce, bilhop Burnet was 6% 
ftrid, that he never wouW permit his own chaplains 
,to attend upon him, after they had once obtained 
livings, but obliged them to be conftantly refidcrtt 
upon them. Indeed, he confidered himfelf as un- 
der the fame obligation, as paftor of the whole dio** 
ccfe, and never would be abfent from it but during 
his attendance on the parliament, from which, as 
foon as- the principal bufinefs of the nation wa^ 
difpatched, he always withdrew himfelf, in order to 
return to the duties of his epjfcopal office. And 
though king William, upon his going over to Irei- 
knd or Flanders, always enjoined, him to attend 
upoi^ queen Mary, and aflift h^r with his faithful 
cbun&l on all emergencies ; yet he would not, upon 
fuch bqcafions, accept of lodgings at Whitehall^ 
but hired a houfe at Windfor, in order to be within 
his own bifhoprick, and yet near enough to the 
court, to attend there twice k week, or oftener, if 
bufinefs required it. 

' He continued to be in great favour with king 
William and queen Mary during their whole reign ; 
though the king is faid to have been rather offended 
with his freedom of fpeech on fome oecafions ; but 
nothing of this kind prevented his holding him to 
the laft in high eftimation. He did not, ^howevet, 
mak« the ordinary ufe of the fevour which lie enjoyed ^ 
at court ; for though he obtained many employment* 
and gratuities for others, yet it is faid, that there 
was not a fingle inftance, wherein he folicited a fa** 
vour for himfelf, or his family : on the contrary, he 
declined prefd-ment when it was oflfered to him. 

In the year 1698, when it became neceflary td 
fettle the duke of Gloucefter's family, king William 
fent the earl of Bunderland with a meliage to the 
princefs of Denmark, acquainting her, ** that he 
put the whole management of her fon's houfehold 

int^ 
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into her hands, but that he owed the care of his 
education to himfdf and his people, and therefore 
would name the perfons for that purpofe." ' Ac- 
cordingly, the earl of Marlborough being nomi- 
nated his governor, biOiop Burnet was appointed his 
preceptor. He had then retired into his diocefe, 
having lately loft his fecond wife by the fmall-pox. 
He took that occafion therefore to wave the offer of 
this important charge ; though he was affured that 
the princefs had teftified her approbation of the 
king's choice. He wrote to the earl of Sunderland 
and archbilhop Tennifon to ufe their .intereft with 
the king, that he might be allowed to decline this 
employment. But his majefty was very folicitous 
that he (hould accept the poft ; and the bifliop's 
.friends -earneftly preffed him not to refufe a ftation, 
wherein he might do his country fuch fignal fervice^ 
as in the educaticn of the duke of Gloucefter. Be- 
ing at length prevailed .on, he waited on the king 
at-Windfor, and acquainted him that he was willing . 
to take the truft upon him ; but as the difcharge of 
his duty in this ftation muft confine him conftantly 
to court, which was inconfiftent with his epifcopaj 
-funftion, he defired leave to refign his biftioprick. 
The king was much furprized at the propofal, to 
which he would by no means confenr* However,, 
finding Burnet perfifted in it, be was prevailed oa 
to agree, that the duke of Gloucefter iTiould refidc 
all the fummer at Windfor, and tlxat the bifhop 
fhould have, ten weeks allowed him every year, to. 
.vifit the other parts of his diocefe. 

When he had entered upon his office of pre- 
ceptor, he took great pains in the duke's educa* 
tion 5 though the good efFefls of his care w^re un- 
happily prevented by the untimely death of that - 
prince. Speaking on this fubjeft in his *' Hiftory 
of his own Times,'* he fays, ** 1 took to my owa 
■ I pro* 
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province the reading and explaining the fcriotpre^ 
to him, the inftiufting hiim in the principles of 
religion and the rules of virtue, and the giving 
him a view of hiftory, geography, politicks, and 
governnaent. I refolved alfo to look very exaftly 
to all the matters that were appointed to teaph him 
other things." . In another place, fpeaking of the 
duke's death, Burnet fays, " I had been trufted with 
his education now for two years, and he had made 
an amazing progrefs. I had read over the Pfalms, 
Proverbs, and Gofpels, with him, and had ex- 
plained things that fell in my way very copioufly." 
— ** I went through geography fo often with him,, 
that he went through all the maps very particularly. 
I explained to him the forms of government in every 
country, with the interefts and trade of that coun- 
try, and what was both good and bad in it. I ac- 
quainted him with all the great revolutions that 
had been in tlie world, and gave him a copious ac- 
count of the Greek and Roman hiftories, and of 
Plutarch's Lives. The laft thing I explained to 
^im was. the Gothic conftitution, and the benefit 
ciary and feudal laws. I talked of thefe things, 
at different times, ne^ three hours a day." 

In 1602, biflibp Burnet publiflied his *''Difcourfe 
on the Faftoral Care." In 1699? he publifhed, in 
folio, his " Expofition of the Thirty-Nine Articles 
of the Church of England.'* And, about the fame 
time, he married his third wife, Mrs, Berkeley, a 
•widow lady, who was greatly diftinguiflied by her 
knowledge, piety, and virtue. 

At the trial of Dr. Sacheverel, in 1709, bifhop 
Burnet made a long fpeech in the houfe of peers 
againft that, divine, and to fhew that the doftrine 
of non-refiftance was not the doftrine of the Church 
of England. He was "not in fo much favour at 
court in the reign of queen Anne, as he had been 

in 
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in that of king William. She treajed him, how«* 
ever, with fumcient rcfpeft, to encourage him to« 
fpeak very freely to her majcfty concerning the 
ftate of her afiairs, in the year 1710. He then* 
told her, as he informs us himTelf, what reports 
were fpread of her throughout the nation, as if 
fee favoured the defign of bringing the Pretendct 
to fuccecd to the crown, upon a bargain thatj fhe 
Ihould hold it during her life. He was fure, he 
obfervcd to her, that thefe reports were fprcad 
about by perfons who were in the confidence of 
thofe that were believed to know her mind. He 
told her majefty, that if (he'was capable of making 
fuch a bargain for herfelf, by which her people 
were to be delivered up, and facrificed after her 
death, as it would darken all the glory of her reign,. 
#b it muft fet all her people to confider of the moii 
proper ways of fecuring thcmfelves, by bringing 
over the Protcftant fucceffors.; in which, he told 
her plainly, he would concur, if fee did not take 
cffeaual means to extinguife thofe jcaloufies. He 
faid on this occafiqn fome other very frcelthings to 
her, all which fee heard very patiently, though fe^ 
made him but little ,anfwer. •* Yet," fays he, " by 
what fee faid, fee feemed defirous to make me- 
think, fee agreed to what I laid before her ; but I 
found afterwards it had no cffeft upon her. Yet I 
had great quiet in my own mind, fince I had, with 
an honeft freedom, made the beft uCb I could of thb 
accefs I had to her/* 

When he had attained the feventy-fecond year 
of his age, bifeop Burnet was taken ill of a violent 
cold, which foon turned to a pleuritic fever. He 
was attended in it by his worthy friend and relation. 
Dr. Cheyne, who treated him with the utmoft care 
and Ikill ; but finding the diftemper grew to a 
l^ight, which feemed to baffle all remedies, lie 
4 called 
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called ibr the affiftance of Sir Hans Sloanvand Dt 
Mead, who quickly found his cafe was defperate* 
As he preferved bis fenfcs to the laft, fo, when he 
found his end approaching, he employed his few 
remaining hours m continual a£ts of devotion, 
and in giving the beft advice to his family ; cif 
whom he took leave in fuch a manner, as fhewcd 
the Aitmoft tendemefs, accompanied with, tlie great* 
eft conftancy of mind. And whilft he w^s fo little 
fenfible of the terrors of death, as to enlbracc its ap» 
proach with joy, he could not but exprefs his con- 
cern for the gfief which he faw it caufed in others^ 
He died in March, X7I5» and was interred in the 
parifli-church of St. James, Clerkcnwell, where a 
bandfome marble monument was ereAed to his 
memory. 

After his death, his " Hiftory of his own Times, 
with his Life annexed," was pubitflied by his fon,. 
Thomas Burnet* Efg. ^reeably to the intention of 
bis father ; for the bimop^ by his hft will and 
teftament) had ordered, that this hiftory fhouid not 
be printed till fix years iafter hi« death, and then 
faithfully, without adding, fuppreffing, or altering 
it in any particular. ^ 

The firft volume was printed at London in 1724,. 
and tbe fecond in 1734, in folio. To the^rft vo- 
lume is prefixed an advertifement, acquainting the 
reader, "That the editors intended, for tliefatis- 
faflion of the publick, to depofit the copy, from 
which his hiftory is printed (corrcfted, and inter- 
lined, in many places, with the author's own hand)^ 
in fome public library, as foon as tlic fecond volume 
fliould be publilhed." 

There are two French tranftations of the firft vo^ 
lume of this hiftory ; the one by M. de la Pillonicre, 
the other by an anonymous tranllator. The -firfk 
was printed at the Hague ia three volumes, i2mo. 

i7«S^ 
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1725; the other, with cuts, 'at the fame place, in 
the fame year, in two volumes, 4to. This laftver- 
Con was re-printed at Trevoux, in four vols.'i2rao, 
'. , The bilhop was an author of deferved repute ; 
but every hiftorian who difcovers an attachment to 
"party muft expeft fevere cenfurcs ; and accordingly 
many critical and hiftorical remarks have been pub- 
lifhed to Jeflen the reputation of his '• Hiftory of 
his own Times i" yet, if read' with a proper allow* 
ance for the writer's fituation and connexions, a 
more valuable performance cannot be recommended 
to the^hiftoricaLftudcnt. 

. He, was likewife the author of ** Refleftions on 
Varillas's Hiftory of the Revolutions that have 
happened iri Europe in Matters of Religion ; more 
particularly in his Qlh Book relating to England." 
Xhe refleftions were publifhed at Amfterdam in 
1686. Varillas publifhed a reply, upon which 
Burnet printed a defence of his rcflcftions in 1687. 
His other works are, " The Hiftory of the Re- 
formation." *' The Life of William Bedel, Bifliop 
of Kilmorc, in Ireland," *« A relation of the Death 
of the primitive Perfecutors, tranflated from the 
Latin of Laftantius : with a large Preface, in which 
the Principles, the Spirit, and the Pra£Hceof Pcrfe- 
cution, are freely cenfuted and condemned." *' A 
Colleftion of- Sermons and Trafts," 3 vols, 410. 

The charafter of this eminent prelate, written 
while he was living by his contemporary, the ce- 
lebrated marquis of Halifax, has been much ad- 
mired ; and it has been annexed to his life by moft 
biographers, whofe example we fhall follow, and 
clofe jhis account of him in the words of that noble 
writer; '* Dr. Burnet is, like all men who are 
above the ordinary leveU feldom fpoken of in a mean ; 
be muft either be railed at, or admired* He has a 

fwift- 
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iWiftncfs of imagination that i^o other raaii comes 
up to; and, as our nature hardly allows us to have 
enough of any thing, without having too much, 
he cannot at aU times fo hold-in his thoughts, but 
that at fome time they may run away with hini; 
as it is hard for a veflel, that is brim-full, when 
in motion, not to run'over ; and therefore, the va* 
riety of matter that he ever cairies about him may. 
throw out more than an unkind critick would allow 
of. His firft thoughts may fometinaes require more 
digeftion, not froai a defeft in his judgment, but 
from the abundance of his fancy, which furnilhes 
too fafi for him. His friends love- him too well to 
{pe fmali faults; or, if they do, think that his. 
greater talents give hiin a privilege of ftraying from 
the flrifl: rules of caution, and exempt him from 
tlic ordinary rules of cenfure. He produces fo faft, 
that what is well in his writings calls for admi* 
r;ition, and what is incorreft deferves an excufe : 
be may, in fome things, riequire grains of allow- 
ance, which thofe only can deny him who are 
unknown or unjuft to him. He is not quicker in 
difcerning other men's fatllts, than be is in for** 
giving them 5 fo ready, or rather glad to acknow- 
ledge his own, that from blemiflies they become 
ornaments. All the repeated provocations of his 
indecent adverfaries haye had no other efFeft than 
the^fetting his good-nature in fo much a better 
light, fince his aiiger never yet went farther than to 
pity theni. That heat, which in moft other men 
raifes <harpnefs and fatire, in him glows into warmth 
for his friends, and compaffion for thofe in want 
5^nd mifery. As dull men have quick eyes in dif- 
cerning the fraaller faults of thofe that nature has 
made fuperior to tliem, they do not mifs one blot 
he makes j and, being beholden only to their bar- 
. * rennefs 
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rennefs for their diferetfon, they &11 upon the errors 
which arife out of his abundance ; and, by a miflakr 
intowhicll their malice betrays them, they think. 
l3xztf by finding a mote in his eye, they hide tbo 
beams that are in their own. His quicknefs makes 
writing fo eafy to him, that his fpirits are neither 
wafted nor fourcd by it : tfie foil is not forced ^ 
•erery thing grows and brings forth without pangs ; 
which diftinguifhes as much what he does from 
tliat whidi fmells of the lamp» as a good palate will 
difcem between fruit which comes from a rich, 
mould, and that which taftes of the uncleanly pains 
tliat have been befiowed upon it. He makes many 
enemies by fettingan ill-natured example of livings 
which they are not inclined to follow. His indif* 
ference fDr preferment ; his contempt, not only of 
fplcndor, but of all unncceflary plenty; his de» 
grading himfelf into the lowcft and moft painful d\XT 
tics of his calling ; are fuch unprelatic^l qualities 
that, let him be never fo prthodox in other things, 
in thrfe he miift be a diflferiter. Virtues of fuch » 
ftamp are fo many herefes, in the opinion of tbofe 
divines who have foftened . the primitive injunc- . 
tions fo as to niake them fuit better with the pro«^ 
fent frailty of mankind. 'No wonder then if they 
are angry, lince rt is in their bwn defence, or tliat,. 
from a principle of felf-prefervation, they fhould* 
endeavour to fupprefs a man, whofc 'parts are a. 
ihame, and whole life is a fcandal to them.** 
. Bilhop Burnet had' 'nochiWren by his firft wife*; 
but his fecond, Mrs. Mary Scot, of the Hague, bore' 
him feven chi^ldren, three fons and foiu* daughtct^w 
He liad two children by bis laft wife, but they botlk 
died in their infancy. His fccond fon, William, 
who was a clergyman, pubiifhcd an abridgment 06 
the third volume of die bilfaop's. -** Hiftory of tlsfe 
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Reformation.'* * He alfix wrote an suifwer ro Mr« 
William Law's *l Second Letter to the fiiihop of 
Btiigdr,'^ which was allowed tb bq among the beft 
pieces in.th^ controverfy. The bilhop's youngeft 
lcm» Thomas, was bred to the law, and became 
one of the jtulge$ of the court of Common-pleas^ 
in the reign of George II. 

♦^* j/tubmiiet: Life of Biflipp Burnet, by his 
fon. Judge Burnet. Biog. Britan. Rapin*s Hift, 
ofEx^lazuL V, 



The life op 
MATTHEW PRIOR. 

[A. D. 1664, to 1721.] 

Tl /TR. PRIOR is generally ranked amongft the 

I J3r X celebrated Englilh poets of the prcfent age ; 

I but as his talents for public affairs introduced him 

to employments under the government, in which 

I he made ifo confpicuous a figure, that his name 

' is preferved in the annals of Britain as a ftatcfman^ 

he £nds a place in this work, in chronological 

order, with the great men of his time, who had a 

\ fhare in the adminiftration of government. He 

was the Con of Mr. George Prior, citizen of*Lon* 

don, and joiner, and was born in the year 1664. 

His father dying when lie was very young, left 

him to the care of an uncle, a vintner, near Cha* 

ring crofs, who difcharged the truft that was re- 

pofed in him with a teiidernefs truly paternal, as 

Mr. 
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Mr. Prior always acknowledged with the higheft 
profeflions of gratitucle. 

He received part of his c^ducation at Weftmin- 
fter-fchool, where he diftinguifhed himfelf to great 
advantage j but was afterwards taken home by his 
uncle, in order to be bred up to his trade. 

Notwithftandingthe mean employment to which 
Mr. Prior feemed now doomed, yet, at his leifure- 
hours, he profecuted his ftudy of the claflics, and 
efpeciaily his favourite, Horace ; by which means 
he was foon taken notice of by the polite company 
who reforted to his uncle's houfe. 

It happened one day, that the earl of Dorfet, 
being at this tavern, which he often frequented, 
with feveral gentlemen of rank, the difcourfe turned 
upon the Odes of Horace ; and, the company be- 
iilg divided in their lentiments about a paflage in 
that poet, one of the gentlemen faid, '* I find we 
are not likely to agree in our criticifms ; but, if I 
am not miflaken, there is a young fellow in the 
houfe, who is able to fet us all right :" upon-which 
he named Prior, who was immediately fent for, 
and defired to give his opinion of Horace's meanii\g 
in the ode under confideration. This he did with 
great modefty, and fo much to the fatisfaftion of 
the company, that the earl of Dorfet, from ^hat 
moment, determined to remove him from this dif- 
graceful ftation, to one .more fuited to his genius s 
and accordingly fent him, at his own expence, to 
St. John's-college in Cambridge, where he took 
his degree of Batchelor of Arts in 1686, and after- 
wards became a fellow of the college. 

During his refidence in the univerfity, he con- 
trafted an intimate friendfhip with Charles Mon- 
tague, Efq. afterwards earl of Halifax; in con- 
junftion with whom he wrote a very humorous piece, 
intituled " The Bind and tlie Panther tranfverfed 

to 
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to the ftory ofthe Country Moufe and the Ci ty Moufc,* J 
printed in 1687, in 4to. in anfwer to Mr. Dryden's 
Wind and Panther, publifhed the year before. 

Upon the Revolution, Mr. Prior was brought to 
court by his grieat patron, the earl of Dorfet, by 
whofe intereft he was introduced to public employ-* 
ment ; and, in the year 1690, was made fecretary 
to the earl of Berkley, plenipotentiary to king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary at the congrefs at the Hague. 

Jn this flation he acquitted himfelf fo well, that 
king William, defirous at this time to keep him near 
his pcrfon, made him one of the gentlemen of his 
bedchamber. He was afterwards appointed fecre- 
tary to the earls of Pembroke and Jerfey, and Sir 
Jofeph Williamfon, ambaffadors and plenipoten- 
tiaries at the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1697 ; and, the 
fame year, he was nominated principal fecretary 
of flate for Ireland. In 1698, he was appointed 
fecretary to the embafly to the court of France. 

While he was in tliat kingdom, one of the officers 
of the French king's houfehold, fhcwing him the 
royal apartments and curiofities at Verfailles, efpe- 
cially the paintings of Le Brun, wherein the vic- 
tories of Lewis XIV. are defcribed, afked him, 
" Whether king William's aftions were to be fecn 
in his palace." ** No, Sir;" replied Mr. Prior; 
. *• the monuments of my mailer's aftions are to be 
feen every where but in his own houfe.". He con- 
tinued in this Ilation during the two embailies of 
the earls of Portland and Jerfey. 

In 1699, king William fent for him from Eng- 
land, to hold a private conference with him at his 
palace at Loo, in Holland ; and, upon his return, he. 
was made under- fecretary of ftate, in the earl of Jer- 
fey's office, who was principal fecretary of ftate for. 
the northern provinces; and he aftet wards went to 

Paris, 
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Paris, where he hsid a principal (hare ia negociaiing 
the partition treaty. 

In 1700, he was created Mafter of Arts by man- 
Jamus ; and appointed one of the lords commif- 
fioners of trade and plantations, upon the reiig- 
nation of Mr. Locke. He was alfo chofen member 
of parliament for £aft-Grinfted» in Suflex. 

Upon the fuceefs of the war with France, after 
the acceilion of queen Anne, Mr. Prior exerted his 
poetical talents, in honour of his country ; firft in 
Lis letter to Boilcau, the celebrated French poet, 
on the vi£lory at Blenheim in 1704 ; and again in 
an ode on the glorious fuccpfs of her maje%'s arms 
in 1706. 

In 1710, he was fappofed to have had a (hare in 
writing ** The Examiner ;" and particularly a cri- 
ticifm in it upon a poem of Dr. Garth'-s to the eari of 
Godolphin, taken notice of in the life of Garth. 

About this time, when Godolphin was defeated 
by Oxford ; and the Tories, who had long been 
cclipfed by the luftre of Marlborough, began again 
to bold up their heads ; Mr. Prior and Dr. Garth 
efpoufcd oppoflte interefts ; Mr, Prior wrote for, 
and Garth againft, the court. The Dofitor did not 
defert his patron in diftrefs ; and, notwithftanding 
the cloud which then Jiung upon the party, he ad- 
drefled verfes tA him, which, hQweyer they may 
fail in poetry, bear the (Irongefi marks of gratitude * 
and honour. 

While Mr. Prior was thus very early initiated 
in public afFaii's, and continued in the hurry of 
bufinefs for many years, it muft appear not a little 
ibrpriiing, that he (hould find iuf&cient Opportu- 
nities to cultivate his poetical talents to -the amai- 
ing height he raifed them. In bis preface to his 
poems,, he fays, that poetry was only the produ& 
ofihi&leifure-hours ^ that he had commoi^Iy buiineis 

enoufh 
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enough upon his hands ; and, as he modeflly adds, 
was only a poet by accident : but we muft take tlie 
Hberty of differing from him in the laft particular; 
for Mr. Prior feeras to have received from the Mufes, 
at his nativity, all the graces they could well be- 
ftow on their greateft favourite. 

We muft not omit one inftance in Mr. Piior's 
conduft, which will appear very remarkable. He 
was chofen a member of that parliament which 
impeached the Partition-treaty,' in which he him- 
felf bad been concerned ; and though his Ihare in 
that tranfaftion was very confiderabJe, yet he joined 
in the impeachment, upon an haneft principle of 
conviSion, that exceptionable mcafures attended it. 

The celebrated lord Bolingbroke, who, notwith- 
ftanding the many exceptions made both to his 
conduft and fcntiments in other inftances, muft 
be allowed to be an accomplifhed judge of fine 
talents, entertained the liigheft efteem for Mr. 
Prior, on account of his great abilities. 

This noble lord, in a letter dated on the loth 
of September, 17 12, addreffcd to Mr. Prior, while 
he was the queen's minifter and plenipotentiary at 
the court of France, pays him the following com* 
pHment : 

«* For God's fake, Matt, hide the nakednefs of 
thy country, and give the beft turn, thy fertile brain 
will furnifli thee with, to the blunders of thy coim- 
tryraen, who are not much better politicians thaa 
the French are poets." 

His lordfliip thus concludes his epiftle : 

•' It is near three o'clock in the morning. I 
have been hard at work all day, and am not yet 
enough recovered to 'bear much fatigue; excufe 
therefore the confiafednefs of this fcroil, which is 
•nly from Harry to Matt, and not from the fecre- 

Vol. V. G tar/ 
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tary to the miiiifter. Adieu ;^ my pen is ready to 
drop out of my hand,, it being now three o'clock 
in the morning. Believe that no man loves you bet- 
ter, or is more faithfully 

* Yours, &c. 

'* BOLINGBROKE." 



There are fevtral other letters from Bolingbroke 
- to Prior, which, were it neceffary, we might in- 
fcrt as evidcntes^f his efteem for him; but Mr. 
Prior was, in every refpeft, fo great a liian, tlial 
the efteem, even of lord Bolingbroke, cannot add 
niuch to the luftre of his reputation, both as a 
ftatefman and a poet. ^ 

Mr. Prior is reprcfented, by conterhporary writers,, 
as a gentleman who united the elegance and polite- 
nefs of a court with the fcholar and. the man of 
genius. This reprefentation, in' general^ may be 
juft ; yet it is- frequently true, that they, who have 
rifen from low life, flill retain feme traces of their 
original. .^ Th«re was one particular in which Mr. 
Prior verified the old proverb. 

The fame woman who could charm the waiter 
in a tavern, ftill maintained her dominion over the' 
minifter in France, The Chloe of Prior, it feenis^, 
was a woman in his ftation of life ; but he never 
forfook her in tFje height of his promotions. Hence 
we may fuppofe, that affociations with women are 
the moft lafting 'of all j and that, when an enii*^ 
nent ftation raifes a man above all other afts of con- 
defcenfion, a miftrefs will maintain her influejice, 
charm away the pride of greatnefs, and make the 
hero who fights, and the patriot who fpeaks, for the 
liberty of his country, a flave to her. (Jne vvOuId* 
imagine, however, that this woman, who is faid 
to have been a butcher's wife, muft cither have teen 
very handfome, or have had fomething about her 
4 fupcrior 
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fuperior to people of her rank ; but it feems the 
cafe was otherwife ; and no better reafpn canbe giveii 
for his attachment to her but that Ihe was to his tafte. 

Mr. Prior was appointed minifter plenipotentiary 
to the court of France, to negotiate the. peace of 
Utrecht; and, after it was concluded, he remained 
at that court, veiled with the charaftcr of Britifh 
ambaflador, till fome months after the acccflioii 
of George I. whea he was fucceeded by the earl 
of Stair ; the ft^te of affairs being greatly changed 
, at horae, where the peace was now loudly con- 
demned. Mr; Prior, upon his arrival,- was taken up 
by a warrant frpm the houfe of commons ; fhortly 
after which he underwent a very ftri£k examination 
by a committee of the privy*council.» His political 
friend, lord Bolingbroke, forefceing a florm, took 
Ihelter in France. 

On the loth of* June, 1715; Robert Walpole, 
Efq; moved the hoi^ife againft liim ; and, on the 
17th, Mr. Prior was ordered into clofe cuftody, 
and no perfon was admitted to fee him without leave 
from the fpeaker. For the particulars of this pro- 
cedure of the parliament, both againft Rlr. Prior, 
and' many others concerned iii the pubhc tranfac* 
tions of the preceding reign, we refer to the hifto- 
ries of that time. 

In the year 1717, an aft. of grace was pafTed in 
favour of thofc who had oppofed the Hanoverian 
fucceffion, as well as thofc who had been in open 
. rebellion ; but Mr. Prior was excepted out of it. 
At the clpfe of this year, however, he was difchargcd 
from liis confinement, and retired from ail public 
employment. 

The fevere ufage which Mr. Prior met with, per^' 
haps, was the occafion erf the following beautiful 
lines, addreffed to his Chloe ; 

G 2 From 
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From public noife, and faftious ftrlfc, 

Froai all the bufy ills of life. 

Take me, my CLloc, to thy breaft. 

And lull my weaned foul to re.ft ; 

For ever, in this liumble cell, 

Let thee and I, my fair-one, dwell ; 

, None enter elfe, but Love ; and he 

Shall bar the door, and keep the key. 

To painted roofs , and Ihinmg fpiies^ 
- Uneafy feats of high defires. 
Let the unthinking many crowd. 
That dare be covetous and proud j 
In golden bondage let them wait, 
And barter happincfs for flate. 
But, oh ! my Chloe, when thy fwain 
Defires to fee a cop rt again, 
May Heaven around his deftinM head 
The choiceft of his curfes fhed I 
To fum up all the rage of Fate ^ 

In t;hc two things Ldread and hate, I 

May'ft thou be falfe, and I be great ! J 

Mr. Prior, after the fatigue of a length of year^, 
paffed in various fervices of adlive life, was defirous 
of fpending the remainder of his days in rural tran- 
duillitv, which the greateft men.of all ages have been 
fond of enjoying. He was i'o h^ppy as to fucceed in 
his wifli, living ?l very retired and :Contemplative 
life at Down liall, in Ellex ; and found, as he ex- 
preffed himfelf, a more foHd and innocent fatif- 
faftion ampng the woods and meadows, than he 
had enjoyed in the hurry and tumults of the world, 
the courts of princes, or the conducing foreign 
ncgociations : and where, as he melodioufly fings. 

The 
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The remnant of his day he fafely paft, 
Nor found they Iagg*d too flow, nor flew too faft j 
He made his wKh with his eftate comply, 
Joyful to live, yet not afrrid to die^^ 

Having finiflied his ** Solomon," a fine poem 
** on the Vanity of the World/* his moft admired 
pferf<3rmance, he publifhed, by fubfcription, an edi- 
tion of all his poems in one volume, in folio ; and, 
fome time after, he formed a defigh of writmg an 
Hiftory of his own Time ; but he had made very 
Iktfe progrefs in it, whfen a lingering fever proved 
fatal to him. He died in the year 1721, at Wim- 
ple, then a feat of the earl of Oxford, at a fraall 
diftance from Cambridge, and his remains were 
interred in W.eftminfter-abbey, where a monument 
was ereded to his memory, at his own expence,, 

. for which purpofe he had in his life-time fet apart 
500 1, and a fuitable infcription was compofed for 

- it, by Dr. Robert Frcind, mailer of Weilminfter- 
fchool. 

Mr. Prior, by the fufFrage of all men of tafte^ 
holds a high rank in poetry, for the delicacy of* 
his numbers ; the wittinefs of his turns ; the acute- 
nefs of his remarks ; and, in one performance, for 
the amazing'force of his fentiments. The ftyle of 
our author is likewife extremely pure; and there is 
an air of originality in his minuteft performances. 

After his death, feveral pollhumous poems 
afcribed' to him were publiftied ; and in 1740 
appeared, ** The Hiftory of his own Time," faid 
to have been printed from his own manufcripts ; 
but it is a performance totally ,un worthy of him ; 
and, as it is well afcertained that illnefs flopped his 
pirogrefs in the work he had btgun under that titled 
we cannot recommend a produftion apparently 
fpurious. 

G3 TLc 
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The bcft editi€>Ji of our author's poetns is that 
of 1733, by Samuel Humphreys, Efq; in 3 vols, 
to which are prefixed, Memoirs of his Lxk; the 
chief authority for the concife account which wc 
have here given of him. 



The life of 

JOHN CHURCHILL, 

DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
[A. D. 1650, to 1722.] 

JOHK CHURCHILL, wHo» accordiffg to th^ 
predlclion of the prince dc Vaudcmyiiti lived 
to attain the highell pitch of glory to which any fub- 
jcft could poflib'ly oe exalted, was the fecond fon 
of Sir Winfton Churchill of Dorfetihire, a gentle- 
man who fuiTcred great-y during the civil wars for 
his loyalty to Charles 1. fo that he was obliged, ia 
Ihofe troublefome times, to live privately with his 
lady, the daugljter of Sir John Drake, of Alhe, ia 
Devonrtiircv at v/hofe feat Qur immortal hero wa3 
born, on the 24th of June 1650. 

A clergyman in the neighbourhood inftrufted 
him in the firft principles of literature; but his fa-» 
ther, after the Redoratipn, being received into great 
favour by Charles 11. and enjoying fome confider- 
able pofts under him, befides being member of par- 
liament for Weymouth, he judged it prudent to 
introduce his fon John (his elder brother dying in 
his infancy) early to court, where he was particu- 
larly favoured by James^^ duke of York, who made 

him 
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him his page of honour when he was no more than 
twelve years of age. 

He ibad a pair of colours given him in the guarJs 
during the firft Dutcli war, about the year 1666 ; 
and afterwards obtained leave to go over to Tangier, 
then in our hands, and belieged by the Moors ; 
where he refided for fome time, cultivated attentive- 
ly the fcience of arms, and was pcrfonally engaged 
in feveralfkirmifhes with the Moors. Upon his re- 
turn to England he attended conftantly at court, 
and was greatly fefpe£led both by the king and tlie 
duke. 

In the year 1672, the duke of Monmouth com- 
manding a body of Englifh auxiliaries in the fcrvice 
of France, Mr. Churchill attended him, and Xvas 
foon after made a captain of grenadiers in l\is grace's 
own regiment. He had a (hare in all the a£Vions of 
that famcr*:) campaign a^^ainft tiie Dutch ; and, at the 
fiege of Nim.eguen, dillinguifhed hirafcif fo much, 
that he was pa-rticularly taken notice of by the celc* 
brated mar(hal Turenne, who bellowed on him tlic 
name of *' the Handfonie Englilhn^an/* by which 
appellation he" was known in the French army tor 
many years. Another circumftance, while he was 
on this fervicc, r9ndored this a title of honour 
to him ; for a French lieutenant-colonel having 
deferted a pafs, upon tlie approach of a Dutch 
detachment, marfhal Turenne, who commanded 
the French army, laid a wager, that, difficult and 
dangerous as the enterprife Wvis, this *' Handfome 
Englifliman** Ihould retake the pafi with half the 
number of men with which the other had loft" it; 
which captain Churchill fuccefsfully effeded. 

The next year he fignaliied himfclf in .fuch a 
manner by his intrepidity at the reduftion of Jl^laef- 
tricht, that the French king thanked him for his 
behaviour at thehead of the line ; and affured him, 
that he would acquaint his fovercign with it; which 
, G4 he 
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he did : and the duke of Monmouth, on his return 
to England, told the king, his father, how much 
he had been indebted to the l>ravery of captain 
Churchill. 

The laurels he reaped in France paved his way 
to preferment at home : accordingly the king pro- 
moted him to the rank of lieutenant colonel ; and 
the duke of York made him gentleman of his bed- 
chamber, and foon after matter of the robes. The 
fecond Dutch war being over, colonel Churchill 
was again obliged to pafs his days at court, where 
he behaved with great prudence and circutnfpedtion 
in the faftious times that enfued. 

In the beginning of the year 1679, when the duke 
of York was conftrained to retire from England to 
the Low- countries, colonel Churchill attended him^ 
as he did throughout all his preregrinations, till he 
was lufFered to refide again in London. 'While he 
waited upon the duke in Scotland, he had a regi- 
ment of dragoons given him ; and, in 1681, he paid 
his addrcflls to Mrs. Sarah Jennings, daughter of 
Richard Jennings, Efq; of Sandridge, in Hertford - 
fl>ire^ one of the moft handfome and accomplifhed 
ladies of the court, and then in attendance on the 
princefs, afterwards queen Anne. 

In the fpring of the year 1682, the duke of York 
returned to London ; and,' having obtained leave' to 
quit Scotland, refolved to fetch his family from 
thence by fea. For this purpofe he embarked on 
the fecond of May, but unluckily ran upon the Le- 
mon Oar, a dangerous fa.nd, that lies about fixteen 
leagues from the mouth of the Humber; where his 
Ihip wsis loft, and feveral perfons of quality, befides 
upwards of one hundred and twenty private gentle • 
men and feamen, perilhed. The duke was particu- 
larly careful of colonel Churchill's fafety, and took 
kim into the boat in which himfelf efcaped. 

Tht 
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The firft ufc made by his royal highnefs of his 
interefi, after his return to court, was to obtain a 
title for his favourite, who, by letters-patent, bear- 
itig date on the firft of December, 1682, was created 
baron Churchill of Ayraouth, in Scotland, and alio 
appointed colonel of the third troop of guards. 

He was continued in' all his pofts by James IL 
who fent him alfo his ambaffador to France, to no- 
tify his accefEon. On his return, he alfifttd at th« 
coronation, on the twenty-third of April, 1685; 
and, in Miay following, was created a peer of Eng- 
land, by the title of Baron Churchill, of Sandridge, 
in the county of Hereford. 

In June, lord Churchill, being then lieutenant- 
general of his majefty's forces, was ordered into th^ 
weft, to fupprefs the duke of Monmouth's rebellion ; 
which he did in a month's time, with an rnconfider- 
able body of horfe, and took the duke himfelf pri- 
fbTier% He was extremely well received by the king 
at his return from this vi(Sory ; But foon difcerned, 
as it is faid, the bad efFefts it produced, by con- 
firming the king in an opinion, that, by virtue of 
a ftanding army, the religion and government of 
Englyid might eafily be changed. How Far lord 
Churchill concurred with, or oppofed, the king, 
while he was forming this project, cannot well be 
afcertained. He docs not however appear to have 
been guilty of any mean compliances, or to have 
had any concern in advifing or executing the violent 
proceedings of that unhappy reign ; on the contrary, 
bifhop Burnet tt lis us, that ** he very piudsntly de- 
clined meddling much in bufinefs, fpoke little, ex- 
cept when his advice was afked, ?i:d then always 
recommended moderate meafures." It is faid, he 
declared very early to the lord Galway, that, if 
his ma'^er attempted to overturn the eftabliflied 
religion, -he would leave him • and that he figned 
the memorial tranfmitted to the prince and princefs 
G5 of 
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ofOranrge, by which they were invited to refcuc 
this nation from Popery^ and flavcry. Be this as it 
will, it is certain that he remained with, and was 
cntrufted by, the king, after the prince of Orange 
had landed on the 5th of November, 1688* 

He attended king James when he marched with 
his forces to oppofe the prince, and bad tlie con^« 
mand of a brigade of 5000 men j yet the earl of 
Fevcrfhara, the king's general,, fufpeftitig his In- 
clinations, advifed the king to feize him. The 
king*s aiFefiion to him was fo great, that he could 
not be prevailed upon to do it ; and this left him 
«t liberty to go over to the prince ; which he ac- 
cordingly did, but without betraying any poll, or, 
carrying off any troops* 

Whoever confiders the great obligations lopd 
Churchill lay under, to king James, muft naturally 
conclude, that he could not take the refolution of- 
leaving him, and withdfawing tq^ the prince of 
Orange,' b\A with infinite concern and regret; and 
that this was really the cafe appears very plainly 
from the^ following letter, which he- left for the 
king, to' Ihew the reafonsofhis conduft, and to 
exprcfs his grief for the ftep he was obliged to take. 

«* S I R, 
♦« Since men are feldom fefpefted of fincerity 
wlien they aft contrary to their interefl^; and though 
my dutiful behaviour to your majefly, in the woiil 
of times, for which I acknowledge my poor fer- 
vices mudi overpaid, may not be fufficient to in- 
cline you to a charitable interpretation of my ac- 
tions i yet I hope \ht great advantage I enjoy urnler 
your majefty, which I can never expe^ in any 
other change of government, may reafonably con- 
vince your majcfty and the world, tlut I was ac- 
tuated by an higher priRciple, when 1 offered that 
violence to my indinatipn and intereft, as to de- 

fert 
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fcit your majcfty at a time when your affairs fcem' 
to challenge the ftrifteft obedience from all your 
fubjefts ; much, more from one who hves under the 
greateft obligations imaginable to your ,majel\y. 
This, Sir, could proceed from nothing but th« 
inviolable dictates of my confcience, and a nccel- 
fary concern for my religion, which no good man 
can oppofe, and with which I am inftruSed no- 
thing ought to come in competition. 

** Heaven knows with what partiality my duti- 
ful opinion of your raajefty has hitherto reprefented 
thofe unhappy defigns, which incoiilidcrate and feJf- 
interefted men have framed againft your majefty's 
true intereft, and the Protcftant religion ; but, as I 
can no longer join with fuch, to give a pretence by 
conqueft to bring them to ciFeft, fo I will always, 
with the hazard of my life and fortune, fo much 
your majefty's due, endeavour to preferve your 
royal perfon and lawful right with all the tender 
concern and dutiful refpeft that becomes 

** Your majefty's, &c'* 

Lord Churchill was gracioufly received by the 
princeof Orange ; and- it is fuppofed to have been 
in confequei»ce of his lordflbip's foiicitations that 
prince George of Denmark went over to him, as 
his confert, tl>e princefs Ann«, did foci after, by the 
advice of lady Churchill. He was intrufted, in 
that critical conjtmdure, by the prince of Orange, 
firft to re-affemble his troop of guards at London, 
and afterwards to reduce fome lately-raifed regi-* 
ments, and to new- model the army; for which 
purpofc he was inveftcd v^ilh the rank and title of 
iieutenaiit-generaL 

Lord Churchill was one of the peers who voted 

that the throne was vacant; and, in confequence, 

the prince and princefs of Orange being declared 

king aiid queen of England upon the 6th of Fe- 

G 5 . b^ruary. 
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bruarjr, 1689, his lordfliip was, on the 14th, fwom 
of their privy-council, and one of the gentlemen 
of the bedchamber to the king ; and, on the 9th of 
April following, was raifed to the dignity of eati of 
Marlborough, in the county of Wilts. 

He affifted at the coronation of their majefties, 
and was foon after made commander-in-chief of 
the Englilh forces fent over to Holland. He com* 
manded at the battle of Walcourt, in the province 
of Namur, which was fought upon the 15th of 
Augtift, 1689, and gave fuch extraordinary proofs 
of his (kill, that prince Waldeck, fpeaking in his 
commendation to king William, declared, ** That 
he faw more ipto the art of war in a day, than 
fome generals in many years." 

It is to be obferved, that king William com- 
manded this year in Ireland ; which was the reafon 
of the earl of Marlborough's being at the head of 
the Englifh troops in Holland ; where he laid the 
foundation of that fame among foreigners, which 
he afterwards extended all over Europe. 

The following year king James having with- 
-drawn himfelf from Ireland, the earl, who would 
never appear-in the field againft that monarch, ac- 
c^ted the command of a body of Englifh forces,, 
deftined to aft in conjunftion with the German 
and Dutch auxiliaries in reducing Corke, and fome 
other places of much importance; in all which he 
fliewed fuch uncommon abilities, that, on his firft 
appearanc-e at courts after his return, king Wiliiam 
was pleafed to fay, ** that he knew no man 10 fit 
for a general, who Ifad feen fo few campaigns." 

Yet all thefe fervices did not hinder his being 
difgraced in a very fudden manner, in 1691 ; for, 
being in waiting at court, as lord of the bed-cham- 
ber, and having introduced to his majefly lord 
George Hamilton, he was foon followed to his own 
houle by that nobkman, with this , Ihort and fur- 

prifing . 
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prifing meflage, ** That the king had no farther oc^ 
caiion for his fervices ;" the more furprifing, as his. 
majefty, juft before, had riot difcovered the leaft 
coldnefs or difpleafure towards him. The caufe 
of this difgrace is not even at prefent known ; but 
is fuppofed to have proceeded from his too clofe at- 
tachment to the intereft of the princefs Anne, 
whom the king and queen wifhed to keep in a flate 
of dependence upon them ; but the earl of Marlbo- 
rough, and his countcfs, exerted their intereft fo ef- 
fcftually, that 50,0001. per annum was. fettled by 
parliament on the princefs, which gave great offence 
to their majefties. 

This ftrange and unexpeftecHJow was followed 
by an event of a more extraordinary nature ; for tlie 
earl and feveral other noblemen were committed to 
the Tower, upon a falfe charge of high-treafon. 
The accufation was grounded upon a paper, faid to 
have been an aflbciation entered into, and ligned 
by, thfefe peers, againft the government ; but, upon 
examining the paper and the evidences clofely at 
the council-board, the whole was difcovered to be 
a forgery ; thejords were releafed, and the matter • 
ended in a profecution on their parts of the offend- 
ers, wlio were fet in the pillory, and publicly 
whipped. 

After queen Mary*s death, when the interefts 
of the two courts were brought to a better agree- 
ment, king William thought fit to recall the earl 
of Marlborough to his privy-council ; and, in June, 
1698, appointed him governor to the duke of Glou- 
cefter, with this extraordinary compliment, **Make 
him but whatyou are, and my nephew will be all 
I wifh to fee him.'* . • 

The earl difcharged the important duty of go- 
vernor to the young prince in a manner equally fa- 
tisfaftory to the king and to the nation ; and great 
hopes were conceived of the promifing genius of 

the 
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tlic royal ptipil, when he was feized with a fever, 
cccafioned by his over-heatinghimfelf on his birth- 
day, the 24th of July, 1700, and, on the SQth, it 
took hiQi off, in the nth year of bis age. His 
faighnefs was the laft prince of the Britifh line, and 
the fourth and only furviving child of the princefs 
Atine. After the death of his mother, the crown, 
by the aft of fucceffion, defcended, in confequencc 
of his death, to the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, 

Soon after the death of the doke of Glouccftcr, 
king William made the earl of Marlborough com- 
mander in chief of the Britifh forces in Holland, 
and ambailador extraordinary to tlie States General ; 
and tliis was one of the laft marks of honour the 
carl received from king William, except the recom- 
mendation of his lordlhip to the princefs Anne, a 
little before his death, as the propereft peifon to be 
trufted with the command of the army which was 
to proteft the liberty of Europe, 

In Marcli, 1702, about a week after the king's 
death, he was elefted knight of the moft noble or- 
der of the garter ; apd foon after declar.ed captain- 
general of all her majcfty's forces in England and 
abroad r upon which he was immediately fent over 
to the Hague, with the fame charafter that he had 
the year before. His ftay in Holland was very (hort, 
only jttft long enotfgh to give the Stales General the 
neceffary afluranoes of his royal miftrefs's finoere in- 
tention to purfue the plan that had formerly been 
fettled. The States concurred with him in all that 
he propofed, and matdc him captain- general of all 
their forces, with an appointment of one hundred 
thoufand florins per ^nnum. 

On his return to England he found the queen's - 
council already divided ; Ibme being for carrying 
the war on as auxiliaries only; others, for declaring 
againft France and Spain immediately, and fo be- 
coming. 
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coining principals at once. The earl of Marlbo - 
rough joined with the latter ; and thefc carrying 
their point, war was declared upon the 4tli of May, 
1702, and approved --afterwards by parliament, 
though the Dutch, at thW time, had not declared; 

The earl took the command on the 20thof June^ 
and, difcerning that the States were' made uneafy 
by the places which the enemy held on the fron- 
tiers, he began with attacking and reducing them; 
Accordingly, in this fingle campaign, he made him- 
felf mafter of the caftles of Gravenbroeck and 
Waerts ; the towns of Venlo; ' Ruremond, and 
Stevenfwaert ; together with the city and citadel of - 
Liege ; which laft was taken fword in hand. 

1 hefe advantages were conliderabje, and acknow-* 
Icdged as fuch by tlie States ; but they were likely to 
have been of a very ftiort date ; for the army fepa- 
rating in the neighbourhood of Liege on the 3d of 
November, the earl was taken the next day, in bis 
paflage by water, by a fmall party of thirty men 
from the garrifon at Gueldres ; but it being towards 
night, and the earl with great compofurc prefenting 
to the commanding officer of the detachment ai| 
old pafs, which had been given to his brother, ge- 
neral Churchill, but which was * now out of date, 
he was fufferedto proceed, and arrived fafe at the 
Hague, where they were in the utmoft confternation 
It the accident which had befallen him. 

The winter approaching, the earl embarked for 
England, and arrived in London on the 28th of 
November, . The queen had been complimented 
fome time before, by both houfes of parliament, on 
the fuccefs of her arms in Flanders ; 'in^confeq.uenc€ 
of which there had been a public thankfgiving on 
the fourth of November, when her raajefty went in 
peat ftate to St, Paul's, 
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Soon after, a committee of the houlc of commoner 
waited upon the earl with the thanks of the houfe; 
and, on the 2d of December, her majcfty declared 
her intention, in council, of creating his lordfliip a 
duke ; which (he foon after did, by the title of 
marqui^ ofBlandford, and duke of Marlborough. 
She likewife added a penfion of 5000I. per annum 
out of the poft-office during her own life ; and fent 
a mcffage to the houfe of commons, fignifying her 
defire, that they would extend the penfion by aft 
of parhament, in the feme manner as (he had done 
the title, to him and his heirs male ; but with this 
the houfe would not comply, contenting themfelves, 
in their addrefs to the queen, with applauding her 
manner of rewarding public fervices, but declaring 
their inability to make fuch a precedent for alienat- 
ing the revenue of the crown. 

He was on the point of returning to Holland,- 
when, on the 20th of February, 1703, his only fon, 
the mafrquis of Blandford, died at Cambridge, at 
the age of eighteen. This afflifting accident did 
not, however, long retard his gra^e : but he paflTed 
over to Holland, and arrived at the Hague on the' 
17th, of March. 

The nature of this work will not fuffer us to re- 
late all the military exploits in which the duke of 
Marlborough was engaged; it is fufficient to fay, 
that, numerous as they were, they were all fuccefs- 
ful. The French had a great army this year in 
Flanders, in the Low-countries, and in that part 
of Germany which the eleftor of Cologn had put 
into their hands ; and prodigious preparations were 
made under the moft experienced commanders : but 
the vigilance and aftivitv of the duke baffled them 
all. 

When the campaign was over, his grace went 
to DuiTeldorp, to have an interview with the arch- 
duke ^ 
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.duke Charles, who had juft taken the title of 
Charles III. king of Spain; he made him a prefent 
of a rich fword from his fide, at the fame time 
highly complimenting him on his great military 
repuution. The duke then accompanied the. Spa- 
nifh monarch to the Hague, and> after a very, flioft 
ftay, came over to England. 

He arrived on the 13th ofOftober, 1730; and, 
foon after, king Charles III. came likewife over to 
England, and, arrived at Spithead on the 26th of 
December ; upon which the dukes of Somerfet and 
Marlborough were immediately fent to receive and 
conduft him to Windfor. 

In the beginning of January, 1704, the States- 
general defired leave of her majefty for his grace 
of Marlborough to come to the Hague ; which being 
granted, his grace embarked on the fifteenth, and 
paffcd over to Rotterdam. He went from thence im- 
mediately to the Hague, where be communicated to 
the penfionary his fenfe of the ncceflity there was 
of attempting fomething \he next campaign for the 
relief of the emperor of Gennany, Charles VL 
whofe aiFairs, at this time, were in the utmoft diftrefs, 
having the Bavarians on one fide, and the Hunga- 
rian nial-contents on the other, making incurlions 
to the very gates of Vienna, while his whole force 
fcarcely enabled him to maintain a defenfive war. 
This fcheme being approved of, and the plan of it 
being adjulled, the duke returned to England on 
the fourteenth of February. 

When the meafures were properly fettled at home, 
the duke, on the 8th of April, 1704, embarked for 
Holland ; where flaying about a month', to adjuft the 
necefFary fteps, he began his march towards the 
heart of Germany , and, after a conference held 
with prince Eugene of Savoy, and prince Lewis of 
Baden, he arrived before the flrong entrenchments 

of 
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of the enemy at Schellenburg, very unexpeftedly, 
on the aiftof June; and, after an obftinate and 
bloody battle, he entirely routed them. It was on 
this occafion that the emperor wrpte the duke a 
letter with his own hand, acknowledging his great 
fervices, and offering him the title of a prince of the 
empire, which he modeftly declined, till the queen 
afterwards commanded him to accept of it. 

The duke made the beft advantage of this fuc- 
ccfs, and, having advanced with the confederate 
army within a league of Auglburgh, where the 
eleftor of Bavaria was fecurely encamped under 
the cannon of that city, his grace fo effeAualiy 
frut off his communication with his elcftoral do- 
minions, that, feeing his fubjefts left to the mercy 
of the confederate army, he .had aftualiy agreed, 
with the duke of Marlborough, to fign ^ a treaty 
of peace, and abandon the French intferefl:, when 
he received the news that marlhai Tallard, who 
commanded the French army, was on the point 
of joining him, which he did fooii after ; and 
this cliange of affairs brought on the famous bat- 
tle of Hochftedt fa town near the village of 
Blenheim) ; it v^as fought on the 13th of Auguft, 
1704, and the confederate army, under the com- 
mand of prince Eugene and the duke of Marlho-. 
rough, gained a complete viftory over the French 
'and the Bavarians. More than 10,000 French and 
Bavarians were killed in this memorable battle ; 
near lopoo were wounded, or drowned in the Da^ 
nube ; marjhal Tallard, the commander-in-chief of 
tj*e French forces, was taken prifoner, and with 
mm 13,000 of the combined army; 160 pieces of 
^niion, 24 mortars, 129 colours, 171 ftandards, 
17 pair of kettle drums, 3,600 tents, 34 coaches-^ 
gOo mules laden with provilions, ammunition, and 
b^agc, two bridges of boats, and fifteen barrels 

and 



DUKE or MARLBOROUGH. 139 

and eight calks of filver, were die fpoils of the 
day. Bur, what is ftill more remarkable, the viftors 
loft only 4,500 men killed, and obout 8000 wound- 
ed or tak^iprifoners. Thisbattle is generally ftyled 
in hiftory the battle of Blenheim; though it i» 
fometimes called that of Hochftedt. 

After this glorious aftion, by which the empire 
was faved, and the whole eleftoratie of Bavaria 
conauered, the duke continued his purfuit till 
he loirccd die French to repafs the Rhine, Thea 
prince Lewis of Baden laid fiege to Landau, while 
the duke and j)ri nee Eugene covered it ; but it was 
not taken till the 12th of November. The duke 
made a tovir alfo to Berlin ; and, by a (hort nego- 
tiation, fufpended the difputes between the king of 
PruiTia and the Dutch, by which he gained the 
good will of both parties. 

When the campaign was over, be returned to 
Holland, and, on the 14th of December, arrived 
in England. # He brought over with 4nm marflial 
Tallard, and 26 other officers of diflinftion, and 
the colours ; which, by her majefty's order, were 
put up in Weftminfter-hall. 

He wa& received by the queen -and her royal 
confort with the higheft marks of eftcem, and had 
the fdlemn tlianks of both houfes of parliament. 
Beddes this, the commons addrefled her majelly to 
perpetuate the memory of this viftory ; which flic 
did, by granting Woodllock, with tlie hundred of 
Wotton, to him and his heirs for ever. This was 
confirmed by an a£k of parliament, which paffed 
on the 14th of Mardi following, with this remark- 
able claufe, '".that they (hould be held by the duke 
aind his heirs, on condition of tendering to the 
queen, her heirs, and fucceflbrs, on the fecond of 
Aii'guf}:, every year, for ever, at the cafHe of 

Windfor, 
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Wjndfor, a ftandard witll three fteurs- de /;j> the 
arms of France, painted thereon.*' 

The comptroller of the queen's works was like- 
wife ordered to build a m&gnificent- palace fop the 
duke in Woodftock-park, which was called Blen- 
heim houfe, and is now a ftanding memorial of 
the general's and the nation's glory, acquired by 
the moft celebrated viftory in the annals of Europe* 

On the 6th of January the duke was fumptu- 
oufly entertained by the city of London ; and, on- 
the 8th of February, the commons addrefled the 
queen to teftify their tharrks for the treaty whrch 
tlie duke had concluded with the court of Berlin, by 
which a large body of Pruffian troops were fent to 
tlie affiftance of the duke of Savoy. 

The next year, 1705, the duke went over to 
Holland in March, with a defign to execute fome 
great fchemes, which he h^d been projefting in 
"the winter. The campaign was attended witli 
fbme fucceflfes, which would have made * confl* 
derable figuie in a campaign under any other ge- 
neral, but are fcarccly worth mentioning where 
the duke of Marlborough commanded, He could 
not carry into execution his main projeft, on ac- 
count of the impediments he met with frpm tho 
allies, and, in this refpeft, was greatly difappointed. 

The feafon for adlion being over, he made a tour 
to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and Hanover. At 
the iirftofthefe, he acquired the entire confidence of 
the Jiew emperor, Jofephl. who prefehted him with- 
the principality of Mindelheim..; at the fecond, h6 
renewed the contraft for the Piuflian forces ; and» 
at the third, he reftored a perfedl harmony, and ad-? 
jufted every thing to the ele6lor*s fatisfaftion. After 
this he returned to the- Hague, and towards the * 
clofe of theyeaiv embarked .for, and. arrived fafc ia^ 
Eaglandii 

Upoav 
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Upon the 7th of January, 1706, the hoiife of 
commons came to a refolution, to thank his grace 
of Marlborough, as well for his prudent negocia- 
tiohs, SIS for his great military fervices ; but, not- 
withftandfng this, it very foon appeared, that there 
was a ftrong party formed againft the war, and fteps 
were taken to cenfure and difgrace the conduct of 
the duke. 

All things being concerted for rendering the 
campaign of this year more fuccefsful than the for- 
mer, the duke, in the beginning of April, embark- 
ed for Holland, and, after feveral inferior advantages, 
he gained a complete viftory over the duke of Ba- 
varia and marflial Villeroy, at the village of Ra-. 
milies, on the r2th of May, being Whitfunday. 
The duke was twice in the utmoft danger in this 
action, once by a fall from his horfe, and a fecond 
time by a camion-lhot, which took off the head, of 
colonel Bingfield, as he was holding the ftirrup for 
his grace to remount. ^ 

The French and the Bavarians loft feveral thou- 
land men, hefides 6000 taken prifoners, with great 
part of tlieir artillery and baggage; the lofs of the 
allies was very inconfiderable ; and this viftory is 
known in hiftory by the title of The Battle of Ra- 
milies. 

The advantages gained by this viftory- were fo 
fir improved by the vigilance and wifdom of the 
duke, that Louvain, Bruffels, Mechlin, and even 
Ghent and Bruges, fubmitted to king Charles III. 
of Spain without a ftroke ; and Oudenard furrender- 
cd upon the firft fummons. The city of Antwerp 
fioUowed this example. And thus, in the fhort 
Ijpace of a fortnight, the duke reduced all Brabant,' 
and the marquifate of the Holy Empire, to the obe- 
dience of king Charles. He afterwards took the 
town of Oftend, Menin, Dendermonde. and Aeth. 

The 
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The forces of the allies, after this glorious cam- 
paign, being about to feparate, his grace, on the 
17th of Odobcr, went, to the Hague; where the 
propofals, which France had made for peace, con- 
tained in a letter from the eleftor of "Bavaria to the 
duke of Marlborough, were communicated to the 
minifters of the allies ; after which his grace em- 
barked for England. 

He arrived at London on tlie i8th of November ; 

• and, though at this time there was a party formed 
againft him at court, yet the great fervices he had 
done the nation, and the perfonal efteem the queen 
always had for him, procured him an univerfal good 
reception. 

The houfe of commons, in their addrefs to the 
queen, fpoke of the fuccefs of the campaign in ge- 
neral, and of the duke of Marlborough's (hare in 
particular, in the ftrongeft terms poffible ; and, the 
day after, unanimoufly voted him their thanks j and 
the lofd^did the fame. TheyA^nt ftill farther; for, 
on the 17th of December, they addrefled the queen 
for leave to bring in a bill, to fettle the duke's ho- 
nours upon the male aqd female iflue of his daugh- 
ters. This was granted ; and Blenheim-houfe, with 
the manor of Woodftock, was, aftex the deceafe of 
the dutchefs, upon whom they were fettled in join- 
ture, entailed in the fame manner with the honours. 
Two days after this, the ftandards and colours 
taken at Ramifies being carried in ftate through the 
city^ in order to be hung up in Guildhall, his gr-^ce 

*of Marlborough was invited to dine with the lord- • 
mayor, which he accordingly .did. 

The laff day of the year was appointed for a ge- 
neral thanfgiving ; and her majefly went in ftate 
to St. Paul's ; in which there was this Angularity 
obfervcd, that it was the ftcond thankfgiving with- 
in tiie year. 

, On 
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On the 17 th of January, 1707^ thehoufe of com- 
mons prefented an addrefs to the queen, in which 
they fignified, That, as her majefty had built the 
houfe of Blenheim to perpetuate the memory of the 
duke of Marlborough's fervices ; and, as the houfc 
of lords had ordered a bill for continuing his ho- 
nours ; fo they were dcfirous to make feme provifion 
for the more honourable fupport of his dignity, In 
confequencc of this, and of the queen's anfwer, the 
pcnfion of 5000 pounds per annum from the poft- 
office was fettled in the manner the queen had for- 
merly defired of another houfe of commons, who 
h^pened not to be in quite fo good a temper, 

Thefe points adjufted, his grace made hafte to 
return to his charge, it being thought neceflary he 
Ihould acquaint the foreign minifters at the Hague, 
that the queen of Great Britain would hearken to 
no propo&Is of peace but what would firmly fecure 
the general tranquillity of Europe. 

The campaign of the year 1707 proved the moft 
barren one he ever made ;' which was chiefly owing 
to a failure on the part of the allies, who began to 
flag in fupporting the common caufe. Nor did 
tilings go on more to his mind at home ; for, upon 
his return to England, after the campaign was over, 
he fourfd that the fire, which he fulpefted the year 
before, had broken out in his abfence ; that the queen 
had a female favourite, who was in a fair way of 
fupplanting the dutchefs ; and that ihc liftened to 
'the infinuations of a ftatefman who was no friend 
to him. He is faid to have borne all this with firm- 
nefs andpatience, though he eafily faw to what it 
tended ; and he went to Holland, as ufual, early 
in the fpringof the year 1708, arriving at the Hague 
on the 19th o^ March. 

The enfuing campaign was carried on by the 
duke, in conjundtion with prince Eugene, with 

fuick 
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fuch prodigious fuccefs, that the French king 
thought fit, in the beginning of the year 1709, to 
fet on foot a ncgociation for peace. 

The houfe of commons this year gave an tin- 
common teftimony of their rcfpeft for the duke 
of Marlborough ; for, befides addreffing the queen, 
they, on the 22d of January, 170Q, ununimoufly 
voted thanks to his grace, and ordered them to be 
tranfmitted to him abroad by the Speaker. 

His grace returned to England on the 25th of 
February ; and, on his firft appearance in the houfe 
of lords, received the thanks of that auguft aflembly. 
His ftay was fo very fhort, that we need not dwell 
upon what pafled in the winter. It is fufficient to 
fey, that they, who feared the dangerous effefts of 
thofe artful propofals France had been making for 
the conclufion of a general peace, were alfo of 
opinion, ' that nobody was fo capable of fetting 
their danger i» a true light in Holland, as his grace 
of Marlborough. This induced the queen to fend 
hira thither the latter end of March, in the cha- 
rafter of her plenipotentiary; which contributed 
not a little to the enemy's difappointment, by de- 
feating all their projefts. 

Marfhal Villars commanded the French army in 
the campaign of the year 1709 ; and Lewis XI V\ 
exprefled no fmall hopes of him, in faying, a little 
before the opening of it, that ** Villars was never 
beatea*'* However, the fiege of Toumay, and the 
battle of Malplaquet, convinced the monarch that 
Villars was not invincible. 

Toumay Surrendered to the allies oh the 30th 
of July, and on the nth of September following 
was fought the battle of Blf^rtgn'tes^ or Malplaquet, 
near Mons ; the allies were commanded by the 
duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene, and the 
French by the famous marfhals of France, Villars 

and 
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and Boufflers. Each army confifted of about ioo,ooO 
of thc^ bcft troops ever fcen in Europe; and af- 
ter a moft obuinatc engagement, in whitli the 
allies had every difficulty to furmount, from the 
advantageous iituarion of the Friich army, they 
penetrated their intrenchments, and obliged the 
enemy to retreat; but this viftory coft the allies 
very dear, for thcjy loft 20,000 men. However, 
when the news arrived in England, the honour of 
gaining the day was thought (o great, that the city 
of London renewed their congratulatory addreflfes 
to the queen; and her majefty in council, on the 
3d of October following, ordered a proclamation 
for a general thank [giving. 

The duke of Marlborough came to St. James's 
en the loth of November, and foon after received 
the thanks of both houfes ; apd the queen, as if 
de/irous of any occafion to fhew her kindnefs to 
bis grace, appointed him lord-lieutenant and cuftos- 
rotulorum of the county of Oxford. But amidft 
thefe honours, preferments, and favours, the duke 
was really chagrined to thelaft degree. He percei- 
ved, that the F'rench intrigues began to prevail both 
in England and Holland ; the affair of Dr* Sachevc. 
Tell had thrown th^ nation into a ferment; :and the 
<jueen was not only ertranged from the dutchefs of 
Mariborougb, but had takenfucb a diflike to her, 
that fhe feldom appeared at court. 

In the beginning of tlie year 17 10, the French 
fet on foot a new negotiation for a peace, which 
was commonly diftinguifhcd by the title of the 
treaty , of Gertrudenburgh. The btates General upon 
this, having fliewn an inclination to enter into 
conferences with the French plenipotentiaries, the 
houfe of cnrmmons immediately framed an adtirefa 
to the queen, that ftie would be plea(ed to fend 
the duke of Marlborough over to the Hacue ; with 

Vol. V. H "" which 



145 jaHN CHURCHILL, 

which rcqucft her majefty complied ; and, towards 
the latter end of February, his gfacc u^at to the 
Hague, where he met with prince Eugene, and 
foon after fet out with him for the army, which was 
aiTembled in the neighbourhood of Tournay, 

This campaign was very fuccefsful, many towns 
being taken and fortrefles reduced : notwithftanding 
Vrhich, when the duke came over to England, about 
the middle of December, he found his intereft de- 
clining, and his fervices fet at nought. The ne- 
gotiations for peace were carried on during a great 
part of the fummer 5 but in July the French and the' 
Dutch miniftry broke oiF the'tieaty : all the other 
prelimitiaries had been fettled, when the Dutch in- 
lifted, that the French king Ihould take upon him- 
felf to compel his gwndfon Philip to cede the throne 
of Spain to Charles III. and not leave the allies 
engaged in a war with Spain. This the French 
wbuld not agree to, and thus the negotiations . came 
to nothing. 

In the month of Auguft, the queen began the 
great change in her miniftry, by removing the earl 
of Sunderjand from being fecreiary of ftate : the 
lord-t'cafurer Godolphin was likewife removed. 

Upon the meeting of the parliament, no notice 
was taken in the addreffes of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough's fuccefs; an attempt, indeed, was made to 
procure-him thp thanks of the houfe of peers, but 
it was eagerly oppofed by the duke of Argyle. His , 
grace was kindly received by the queen, who feemed 
defirous to have him liv6 upon good terms with 
her new miniftry 5 but this was thought impra£lica- 
hie ; and it was every day expected t,hat he would lay 
down his comi»lffion. He did not do this ; but he 
carried the golden key, the cnCgn of the dutchefs 
of Marlborough's dignity, . on the 9th of January 
1.7 1 1, "to the queen, and refigned all her employ- 
6 men s 
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ft^nts wVth great ivLty rfnd fubmifficHi. Wuh the 
fame firnineljs and compofure he confulted the ne- 
teltary meaftires folr the nfexl campaign with tho c 
Wlibm he k«ew to be no friends oiF his ; and treated 
tfll parties with candour and refpe'flt 

There is no doubt, that the duke felt fbme in- 
ward difqaiet> though hefhcwed no outward con - 
^cei-n, at leaft for himrdf : but, "\Vhen the carl of 
tjalway was indecently treated in the iioufe of 
. lords, the duke of Marlborough could not help faying, 
ft was fomewh'at ftrkngc, that generals, who had adtd < 
iccordiiig to the beft of theij: underftandings, and 
tiad ioft their limbs in th€ fervice, ihould be ex- 
jamined like offenders, about infignific&nt things. 

An exterior civility^ in court language' fty led a 
good underftartding, being eftablifhed between the 
tiuke and the new miniftryj the duke went over 
X6 the Hague> to prepare for the next campaign^ 
Vhicb, at Ihtfame time, he Krtew would be hisjafl** 
He exerted himfcif in an unccomtnon manner, and 
It was attended with the ufual fuccels. 

There was, in this campais^n, a continued trial 

of (kill betweeri the duke of Marlborough and maf- 

, ihal Villars;- and, as great a general as t e laiier 

was, he was obliged at length to fnbmit to the 

The' duke emb&rHed for England wh^n the cam^ 
paign was over, and came to London upon the 8:h 
bf November. He fhewcd fome caution in his man- 
ner of coming; fof Happening to land the, very nigh^t 
of queen Elizabeth's inauguration, when great re- 
joicVngs Were intended by the populace, he conti- 
nued very prudently at Greenwich, and the next 
day waited on the queen at Hampton-courr,.>who 
received him gracioully. He was vilited by the mi*- 
jjifferSj and vifited them ; but he did not go to coun- 
;cil> becaufc ai negotiation for peace was then on the 
. U ^ carp«t;^ 



148 JOHN CHURCHILL, 

carpet, upon a bafis which he did by no means ap- 
prove. 

He acquainted her majefty, in . the audience he 
bad at his arrival, that as he could not concur in 
the mcafures. of thofe who directed her councils, fo 
be would not diftrafl them by a fruitlefs oppofition : 
yet, finding hirofelf attacked in the houfe of lords, 
and loaded with the imputatiou of having protraAed 
the war, he vindicated his condud and charader 
with great dignity jnd fpirit ; and in a moft pa- 
thetic fpeech appealed to the queen his miftrefs, 
who was there incognito^ for, the falfehood of that 
imputation i deciding that he was as much for a 
peace as any man, provided it was fuch a peace as 
might be expeftcd from a war undertaken on fo juft 
motives, and carried on with unimeruptedfuccefs. 

This had a g'cat effeft on that auguft affembly, 
and perhaps made fome imprefHoq on the queen; 
but, at the fame time, it gave fuch an edge to the 
refentmcnt of his enemies, who were then in power, 
that they refolved, at all adventures, to remove him. 
Thofe who were thus refolved to divert him of his 
commiifion, found themfelves under a neceility to 
engage the queen to take it from him. This necef- 
fity arofe chiefly from prince Eugene's being ex^ 
pe6led to come over with a commiffion from the 
emperor; and, to give fome colour to it, an enquiry 
-was promoted in the houfe of .commons, to fix 
41 very high imputation on the duke, as if he had 
;put very large fums of public money into his pock- 
et.. When a queftion to this purpofe had been carri- 
ed, the queen, by a letter conceived in very obfcure 
terms, acquainted him with her having no farther 
.occaiion for his fervice^ and difmiffed him from all 
Jbis employments. 

He was from this time expofed to a moft pain- 
4*ul perfecution. On the one hand, he was attacked 
> by 

4 
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by. the clamours of the populace^ and by thofe li* 
ccntious writers who are always rtady to -efpoufe 
the quarrels of a miniftry, and to infult, without 
mercy, thofe they can infuk with impunity. Oa 
the other hand, a profecotion was commenced againft 
him by the attorney-general, for applying public 
money to his private ufe ; and the workmen em-^ 
ployed in building Blenheim houfe, though fet at 
work by the crown, were encouraged to fue his 
grace for the money that^ was due to them. All his 
aftions were alfo (hamefuily mifreprefenttd. 

Thefe uneafineffes, joined to his grief for the 
death of the earl of Godolphin, inclined his gracc-_ 
to- gratify his enemies by a voluntary exile. Ac- 
cordingly, he embarked at Dover opon the ,14th of 
Ndvembei?,'i7i2; and, landing at Oftend, went from ^, 
thence to Antwerp, and fo on to Aix la Chapelle, 
being every where i-eceived with the honours due to 
bis high rank and merit. The duchefs of MarU 
borough alfo attended her lord in all his journey?, 
and particularly in his vifit to the p»rincipality of 
Mindclheim, which was given him by the emperor,. 
and exchanged for another at the peace, which was 
made.w'hile the duke was abroad. 

The toiiclufion of that ^eace was h far froml 
reftoring any harmony among the fevcrar parties of . 
Great Britain, that it widened their (lifFerences ex- 
ceedingly ; infomuch that the chiefs, defpairing of 
fafety in the way they were in, are faid to have fe- 
crttly invited the duke of Marlborough back to Eng- 
land. Be that as it will, it is very certain that the 
duke took a refolution of returning a little before 
the queen*s death ; and, landing at Dover, came to 
London upon the 4th of Auguft, 17 14. 

He. was received with all poffible dcmonftration* 

of joy by thofe who (upon the demife of the queen, 

H J ' whick 
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VNliich happened upon the firft of that inonthi) 
were entrullcd with tlie gpvernment 5 and upon the 
arrival of king George 1^ was particularly diftia* 
guifhed by adts of royaj favour; for he was agairi 
declared captain-general, and comoiander in chief, 
of all his majefty^s Iand-»forccs, colojiel of the firft 
regiment W foot guards, and niafter of the ordnance^ 

His advice was of great ufe in concerting thofq 
ineafures by which the rebellion in the year 1715 
was crufhed, ^nd this was his laft c&brt in refped^; 
to public affairs ; for his infirmities increafing with 
his years, he retired from bulinefs^ and fpent the 
greateft part of his time, during the reqciainder of 
his life, at one or other of his country-houfcs.. 

His death happened on the i6th of June, 1722^ 
at VVindfor-lodge; and his corpfe, upoA the 9 1 hi 
of Augiift following, was interred, with the highcft 
folcmnity, in Wefttninfter-abbey. 

B;:ii4cs the marquis of Blandford, whom we hayq 
tlrca^ mentioned', his grace had four daughters, wnOf 
married into the b^ft |'aaiiIlea.of the kingdotn., 

♦^* AuthoyUUi,' Lediard's Life cf the I>u1ce of 
Marlboruogh, 8vo, li%(>^ Biog* Britafa, Six^plUOi 
Hift.. of England. ^ ^ '' , 
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ROBERT HARLEY, 

Earl of O X F o R © and M a r t x m e a * 
[A. D. i66x, to I724.] 

THIS emineDt ftatefman was the ddeft Ton of 
Sir £dward Harley, and was born in London 
jn the year i66i« 

He was educated iindcr the reverend Mn Birch 
at Shilton, near Burford, in Oxfordfliire; whicb^ 
though a private ibhool, was remarkable for pro- 
ducing at the fame time a lord-high-treafurer, viz^ 
lord Oxford ; a lord-high-chancellor, lord Har- 
court; a lord-chief-juflice of the common-pleas, 
lord Trevor; and ten membersr of the hou(e of 
Commons ; who were all contemporaries as well at 
fchool, as in parliament. Here he laid the foun*- 
dation of that extenfive knowledge and learning 
which rendered him afterwards fo confpicuous in 
the world. 

At the Rcyolmion, Sir Edward Harley, and thia 
his eldcft fon, raifed a tropp of horfc ac their own 
ei^pcncc^ for the fcrvicc of the prince of Orange; 
and after the acceifion of king William and queen 
Mary, he was iirft chofen member of parliament 
for Trcgony, in ComwalJ, and afterwards fcrved 
for the town of Radnor, till he was called up to 
the hgufe of lords. 

H4 - In 



ISa ROBERT HARtEY, 

In 169O9 he was ctioreo by bailot one of the 
nine members of the houfc of comt^pns commiA 
fioners for ftating the public accounts ; and alfa 
one of the arbitrators for uniting the two India 
C( m panic?. 

On the 19th of November, 1694, the houfe of 
ccnnmans ordered Mr. Harley to prepare and bring 
in a bil], <* For the frequent meeting and calling 
of parliaments V *' which he accordiagly clid upon 
the 22d; and it was received and agreed to by both 
toufes, without any alteration or amendment. 

On the nth of February, 1)02, be was chofen 
fpcaKer of the houfe of commons; and that par- 
liament being difTolved the fame year by king 
William^ apd a^ new one callecf, ne was again 
chofen fpeaker on the 31ft of December following^ 
as he was in the Arft parliament called by queen 
Anr.e. 

On the »7th of A4>ril, 1704, he was fworn of 
her majcfty's privy- council ; and on the 18th of 
May fuHovA^ing^ he was ipade one of the principal 
fecretaries. of ilate^ boing alfo fpeaker of the houfe 
of ccmmons- at the fame tinie. 

In 1706, he was appointed one of the commif- 
C^ners for the treaty of union with Scotland, which 
took effcft^ He refigned his place of principal fe- 
cretary of flate in February, 1708. 

Oil the loth of Auguft, 1 7 10, he was conftituted 
one of ;he comraiffioners of the Treafury ; alfo 
chanccUor and under-treaiurer of the Exchequer : 
and havings three day^ after, beeo agaia fworu-in 
of the privy- council, he was, on the 8ith of March, 
following, in great danger of his life : the abbe 
Of la Bourlli^ cammonly called the marquis o£ 
<Juifcard, a Frenchman,, then ynder examination 
of a committee of the privy-council at Whitehall 
lor high-treafon, ftabbing him wUh a penknife, 

which 
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w&kh he took up in the clerk's room, whefc he 
waited before he was examined, Guifcard was 
(hereupon imprifoned/ and died in Newgate, 001* 
the ijth of the fame month. 

The aflaffin confcffed in Newgate, that his in- 
tention was to have murdered Mr. St John (after- 
wards the fi^^tnous lord Bolingbroke) at that time 
one of the fecretatiqs ol flate, who had been very 
aftive in the profecution of one Greg, for a trea* 
fonable correfpondence with France, of which he 
was convifted, and fuffered death as a traitor. U; 
ihould feem that Greg and (Guifcard were both in 
tbe pay of France ; and Mr. Harley having beea 
the firft dete£lor of Greg*s defigns». this accounts 
fpr Guifcard's vengeance on Mr. Harley, whom hir 
might think a h'kely perfon^ to difcover his own in^ 
trigues. Be this as it may, the only reafon he 
affigned for flabbing Mr, Harley, who had changed: 
feats with Wlr» St John,, fo that he could not 
reach the latter, was, that he thought it fome fa- 
tisfaflion to kill the perfon- whonn he imagined to- 
be the mofi; intimate friend of, and moft beloved 
by».Mr. St Johni 

, The friends and. dependants of the new miniftry^. 
in the libels of the day, attempred to charge this 
horrid deed on the whig party, who had lately been 
difmifftd. from all public emyloymcnis, but. with- 
out any 'fHa4ow of reafon; for the villain had no 
connexion with 2Luy man of confequence in ihe 
kingdom, and was only, a^ fecret common fpy and' 
agent for the French miniftry. 

An aft of parliament was foon^after pafled, mak- 
ing it felony, without benefit of ^clergy to attempt 
thd life of a privy-counfellor in the execution oi 
his office ; and a claufe was inferred, to juftify 
and indemnify ail perfons who, in affifting in de- 
fence of Mr. Harley, chance lor of the Exchequer 
H 5 ^ vvhcn 
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wlicn he was ftabb^d by the fiear de GuifQanJ 
«nd in fecuring him, did give any w.ound ot broife 
to the; faid ficur dc Guifcard^^ whereby he received 
his death. 

Both houfes of parliament addrefled the queen 
on this occafion, and. expreffed theit great concei-n 
in the following terms: " at the nfifoft barbarous 
iind villainous attempt made uppn the pcrfon of 
Robert Harley Efq ; chancellor of your majefty's 
Exchequer, by the marquis of GuifcJlrd, a French 
papift, at the time when he was under Examination 
for treafonable praftices before a comoiittee of your 
majefty's council. 

** Wec'annot but be moft deeply affeaed to find 
ftich an inftance of inveterate malice againfl one 
employed in your majefty*s council, and fo near 
your royal perfon ; and we have reafori to believe, 
that his fidelity to your majefty, and zeal for your 
fervice, have drawn on him the hatred of all the 
abettors of popery andfaftion. 

** We think it our .duty, on this occafion,. td^ 
aflure your majefty, that we will effeAually fland 
by and defend your majefty, and thofe, who have 
the honour to be^employed in your fervlce, agahtft ' 
ali public and fecrct attempts of yoqr enemies, &c/* 



To whfch the Queen returned this anfv^er : 

•• My Lords and Gerttkmen, 

" I TAKE this addrefs very kindly from you, 
©n the occafion of that barbarous attempt on Mr** 
Harley, whofe zeal and fidelity in my fervice itiuft 
yet appear more eminently by that horrid endeavour 
to take away his life, for no other reafon that ap- 
pears but his known oppofition Jo popery an^d 
^ " failion* 
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feftion. Your warm concern for the fafcty of my 
perfon, and the defence of thofe employed in m/ 
fervice, is very grateful to me, &c." 

The wound he had received confined him for 
fome weeks; but the houfe being informed that it 
was almoft healed, and -that he would in a few 
days come abroad, they refolved to congratulate his ^ 
cfcape and recovery; and .accordingly, upon hit 
next attendance in the houfe, which was upon the 
26th of April, the fpeaker addreffed himfelfto hitn 
in a v^ry ,refpe£iful fpeech ; to which Mr. Harley 
returned as refpeSful an anfwer. 

In May, lyii^ her majefty, to reward his many 
eminent fervices, was pleafed to advance him to 
the peerage of Great Britain, by the ftile and titles 
of baron Harley, of Wigmore, in the county of 
Hereford ; earl of Oxford, and earl Mortimer ;, wittr 
remainder, for want of mal^ iffu^ of his own body,, 
to the heirs male of Sir Robert Harley, knight of 
the Bath, his grandfather. 

This dignity was likewife intended a3 an in* 
trodu£lion to th^ high ofBce to which' he was foon 
after advanced ; for on the 29th of the fame month, 
the queen was pleafed to nominate him lord-high- 
treafurer of Great Britain ; and on the ift of June, 
bis lordfhip took the ufual oaths; on which occafion^ 
Sir Simon Harcourt, the lord keeper of the great 
feal, made him the following fpeech i 

*« My Lord, 
** THE queen, who does every thing wFth .the 
greateft wildom, has given a proof of it in the ho- 
nours fhe has. lately conferred on you, whiah arc 
eJtaSIy fuired to your deferts and qualifications. 
My lord, the title which you now bear ci^uld noc 
have bcen'fo juftly placed on any other of her ma- 
H 6 ieft>'s 
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jcfty*8 fubjefts. Some of that ancient blood wbicft 
fills your veins is deKlved from the Veres ; and you 
have fliewn yourfclf as ready to facrtfice it for the 
fafcty of your prince, and the good of your cqun- 
try, and as fcarlefs of danger on the moft try»- 
ing occafions, as ever any of that brave and ley at 
hoofe vk-ere. Nor is that title Icfs fuited to you, 
as it carries in it a relation to one of the chief feats 
«f learning ; for even your enemies, my lord, if 
any fach there ftill arc, muft own, that the love 
of letters,, and the encouragement of thofe wha 
txcell ill them, is. one diftinguifhing part of youj 
charader. * 

** My Jord,. the high ftation of lord-trcafqrer of 
Great* Brilain, to which her majefty has called you^ 
is th,c juft reward of your eminent fcrvices. Yoii> 
have been the great inflrument of teftbring gubiic 
credit, and reliev ng this nation from the heavy 
preHure and ijgnominy of an immen/e d^bt, under 
which it languiibed ; and you are now intruftect 
v;ich the powt^r of fecuring us from a relapfe into 
the ifame ill ftate out of which jou hav£ refcued 
us, 

*' This great office,my lord, is every way wori- 
thy o£ ypu^ particularly on the acount of thof6 
many dif&cHlties- with which the faithfuf difcharge 
of it muft be unavoidably attended, and which re- 
qjiaire a genfus.lrkc your^ to mafter them. 

"The onlydiEculty whrch even you, my lordj 
may find infuperabie, is, how to deferve better ot^ 
the crown and kingdom after this, advancement 
than you dfd before itJ' 

That the carl of Oxford merited'the encomiums . 
lefiowed on him in this fpeech, and even the trea- 
fury-iiaff, for his abilities as a. financier, his greateft 
ei cinies could cot deny 5 but his flatterers, and par* 
licuiaily the celebrated dean Swift, fjom hence 

drewt 
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rfr&w a falfe conclufiofn, and have endeavoured to 
exhibithina to poftcrity as the mirror of minifters : 
but fuch reprefentations can onfy fcrve to lead the 
reader into party-con trovcrfy, in which his re- 
fcarches for truth and candour' will be fruitlcfs,. 
Contemporary hiftorians of oppofite parties agree 
in allowing him tlie merit of having retrieved the 
public credit of the nation, which had been redu- 
ced to a very low ebb, by the raifmanagement of the 
earlof Godblphin his predeceffor ; iQfbmuchthat navy 
bills, and fome other publi<rdebts, left unprovided* 
for by parliament, and imliquidated, were at 40 per 
cent, difcount j and the confequence was, that air 
the contrafts made by government for naval ftores, 
grovifions, and ammunition, were highly difad-^ 
vantageous and burthenfome to the nation. 
. The earlof Oxford put the navy bills in courfo- 
of payftient, by the introduftion of exchequer bills ; 
and* when: thefe fell to a difcount of eniy three per 
cent, he made an agreement with the Bank to cir- 
culate them at par. He likewife granted to the- 
public creditors tlie exciufive trade to the South 
Seas, and incorporated them into a company,. o£ 
which he was made governor, on. the 15th of Au- 
gaft, 171 1, ingratitude for his having been their 
founder and chief dire£tor. Upon this occasion 
navy bills rofe 20 per cent, and were foon after tt 
only 10 per cent, difcount. His next care was tO' 
put a ftop to the horrid avarice and ufury of the 
contraftors,;and remitters of money to the army ^ 
^nd, finally, he eftabliftied parliamentary lotteries ; 
But thefe being confidered by the commercial world 
as a grievance, while the managers of the treafury 
look upon them as an eafy refource for liquidating 
public debts, it muft be left to die reader's own 
judgmeiu to determine, whether the carl of Ox- 
ford's 
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ford's rcputalioQ as an able fiaaiKier is increafcd» of ^ 
diminiflied, by this operatioa. 

Having done juflice to the mchibry of the carl 
of Oxford in his treafury department, the.iBemoirs 
of his life coadu£l us next to a review of his po- 
litical talents, as. the avowed^ prime aiinifter of Great 
£rirain ; and the firft important tranfaftion with 
refpeft to foreign affairs^ in which he was th^ prin» 
ci'pal manager, was the peace of Utiecht. 

During the ncgociations for this treaty, feveral 
reprefentations were made to the queen againft 
many particulars of the intended treaty.. The boufa 
of lords^ in February, 1712, complained of the dif- 
graceful terms of peace offered by France, and of 
the infolence of that court, in pxopoGng not to ac- 
knowledge her majcfty*s title to the crown of Great 
Britain till after .the peace fhould be.figned. 

Yet how very differently the minifter thought of 
the propofed pyeliminJa^ries, may be coUefted from 
the follo\ving fpeech^ made by the cjueen to ,the 
parliament on the 6xh of June^ the fame y^ear. 

•* My Lords and GentlemcOf 

. - ^* THE making peace and war is undoubtedly 
tlic prerogative of tlie crown ; yet, fuch is the juit 
confidence I place in you, tliat, at the opening of 
this feffion, I acquainted you^ that a negoci^tion, 
for a general peace was begun; and afterwards,. 
by meflages, I promifed to comgiunicate to yoo, 
the terms of peace before they ftiould be con*- 
eluded. 

* "In purfuance of that promjfe, I now come to 
let you know upon wh;it terms that peace may be. 
ipade.. 

" I need 



i 
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. •* I need not meation the difficulties wbicU w-ife 
fromf th^ very nature of .this affair ; and it is but 
too apoarent,^ that thefe difficulties have been cn- 
creafeq by other obfti^uftions, artfully contrived to 
hinder this great and good work. 
' ** Nothing however, hath- hindered me frorij 
fteadify puriuingp in the firft t>lace» the true inte- 
reljs of my own kingdoms ; ai>a 1 have notomitted 
any thing which might procure to all our allies^ 
what is due to them by treaties, and what is nscef- 
fary for their fecurity. 

•* The affuring of the Proteftant fucceffion, as 
by law^ cftabliflied m the houfe of Hanover, to th?le 
kingdoms, being; wh^t I have near eft at heart, par- 
ticular care is tafcep, not only to have that aclnow- 
ledged in the firot^geft terms, but to have an addi- 
tional fecurity, by the removal of that perfon out 
of the dominions, of France, who hath pretended to 
difturb this fbtti^ment. 

•* Xbe-app^eheufions that Spain and the We^- 
Indies might be united to France, was the chief 
inducement to begin this wars and the eff^ftual 
preventing of fuch an union, was the principle I laid- 
down at tiie commencement of this treaty : former' 
examples, and the late negotiations, fufficiently 
Ihew how difficult it is to find means to accomplifh 
this work. I would not content myfelf with fuch 
as are fpeculative, or depend on treaties only : I 
infifted oh what was. folia, and to that end have - 
at hand the power of executing what fhould be 
agreed. 

", I can therefore now tell you. That France, at 
laft, is brought to offer, That the duke of Anjou 
Ihall, for himfelf and his defendants, renounce 
for ever all claim to the crown of France ; and, that 
this important a;:ticlc may be expofed to ho ha- 

?ard^ 
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zard, the performance is to accompany the pro» 
xnife. 

" At the fame time, the fucccffien to the crowre. 
of France is to be declared, after the death of the 
prefent dauphin and his fons, to be in the duke of 
Berry and his fbns, in the duke of Orleans and hrs^ 
fons, and fo oh to the reft of the houfe of Bourbon^ 

*^' As to Spain and the Indies, the fucceffion to* 
thofe dominions, after the duke ofAnJou and his 
children, is to defcend to fuch pringe as (hall be 
agreed on at the ffcaty, for ever excluding the rcff 
q[ the houfe of Bourbon. 

** For confirming the renunciations and fettle- 
xpents before-mentioned. *tis farther offered, that. 
diey Ihould be ratified in the moft ftrong and fo- 
lemn manner, both in France and Spain ; and that 
fhofe kingdoms, as well as all the other powers 
engaged in the prefent war,- Ihall be guarantees to*^ 
the fame^ 

** The nature of thfs propofal is fuch, that it. 
executes itfelf: the intereft of Spain is to fupport 
it ; and, in France^ the perfons to^- whom that fuc- 
ceffion is to belong will be ready and powerful? 
enough to vindicate their own right. 

" France and Spain are now inpre effeftually 
divided than ever. And thus, by the bleflhig of^ 
God, will a real balance of power be fixed in. 
Europe, and remain liable to as few accidents as 
luman affairs can be exempted from. 

" A treaty of commerce between thefe king- 
^cLoms and France has been entered upo« ; but the 
exceffive. duties laid on fome goods, and the pro- 
kibitions of others, make itimpofEble to finifhthis 
work fa fbon as were to be defired. Care is taken, 
however, to eftablifli a method of fettling this mat- 
ter; and, in the- meaii time, provifibn is made, 
that the fame privileges and advantages/ as fhall 

be 
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be granted to^ any other nation by France,, (hall be 
granted in like manner to us. 

" The divifion of the iffand of St. Chriftopher 
between us and the French, having been the caufc 
of great inconveniency and" damage to my fiibjeftsj 
I have demanded to have an abfolutc ceffioa made 
to me of the whole iiland; and France agrceth to 
this demand. 

" Our intereft is fo deeply concerned rtt the trade 
of North-America, that I have ufed my utmoft en- 
deavours to adjuft that article in tlie moft benefi- 
cial manner. France confenteth to reftore to us 
the whole bay and ftreights of Hudfon, to deliver 
.up the ifland of Newfoundland, with, Placentia; 
and to make an abfolute ceffion of Annapolis, with 
the reft of Nova Scotia, or Acadia. The fafety of 
our home trade will be the better provided for by 
the demoliftiing of Dunkirk. 

** Our Mediterranean trade, and the Britifh in- 
tereft and influence in thofe parts, will be fecurcd 
by the . poifeffion of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, 
with the whole ifland of Mirwrca, which are ofFercd 
to remain in my bands.. 

- ** The trade to Spain and the Weft-Indies may, 
in general, be fettled as it was in the time of the 
late king of Spain, Charles II. and a particular 
provifion made, that all advantages, rights, or pri* 
yilegcs, which have been granted, or may hereafter 
he granted, by Spain, to any other nation, (hall be^ 
in like manner,, granted tp the fubjefts of Great- 
Britain. 

** But the part which we have borne in the pro- 
iecution of this war, intitling us to fome diftinc- 
tion in the terms of peace,. I have infifted, and ob- 
tained, that the afficnto, or contraft, for furniftiing 
the Spanifli WeftJndies with negroes, fliall be made 
with us for the term of thirty years, in the fame 

maiuier 
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manner as it hath been enjoyed by the French fo.^ 
teij* years paflr. 

'* I have not taken upon me to -determine the 
rinterefts of bur confederates , thefe muflrbe adjufted 
in the congrefs at Utrecht, where my beft endca* 
vours fhall be employed, as they have hitherto con- 
ftantly been, to procure to everyone of them aU 
juit and reaibnable fatisfa£lion. In the mean time', 
I think it proper to acquaint you, that France offers 
to make t'he Rhine the barrier of tire empire j to 
yield Brifack, the fort of KehJ, and^ Laodau, an3 
to raze all the fojtreffes, both on the other fide of 
the flhine, and in that river. 

*' As to the ProteiSaht intereft in Germany, there- 
will bfe, orr the part of France, no objcaion to the 
refcttling thereof on the foot of the treaty of Weft- 
pl^alia. 

♦* The Spanifti Low-Countries may go tp hit 
Imperial Majefty : the kingdom of Naples and Sar* 
dinia, the duchy of Milan, and the places beloi%j- 
ing to Spainon the coaft of Tufcany, may fil^cwi^ 
be yielded by treaty of peace to the emperor, 

" As to the kingdom of Sicily, though theri 
remaineth no dilputc concerning the ceffion of it 
by the duke of Anjou, yet the difpofitioi^ thereof!^ 
not yet determined. 

** The interefts of the States-General, with re- 
fpeft to commence, are-agreed to, a^ they liav-c been 
demanded by their own minifters, with the excep- 
tion only of fome very few luetics of merchandize ; 
and ^he intire barrier, as demanded by the States in 
1709 from France, Q^cept two or three places at 
moft. 

'* As to thefe exceptions, feveral expedients ate 
propofed ; and Lmake no doubt, but that this bar- 
rier may b& fo fettled, as to render that repi^bHc 
p^rfcftly fecure againft any enterpii2:e on the p^rt 

of 
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of France ; which is the foundation of all my en- 
gagements upoii this head with the States. 

** The demands of Portugal depending upon th& 
difpofitioh of Spain, and that article having been: 
long in difpute, it has not been yet poffible *o maker 
any confideratle progrefs therein ; but my plenipo- 
tsntiaries will now have an opportunity to affift that 
':ing hi his pretenfion?, 

*' Thofe of the king of Pruflia are fuch as, X 

hope, will admit of little difficulty on the part of 

France ; and ray utmpfl: endeavours Ihall not be 

tv anting to procure all I am able to fo good an 

.ally. 

•' The difference between the barrier demanded 
for the duke of Savoy, in 1 709, and th? offers 
now made by France, is very inconfiderabic ; but 
that prince havir\g fo fignally diftinguifhed himfelf 
in the fervice of the common ciufe, I am endea- 
vouring to procure for him ftill greater advantages. 

*' France has confented that the eleftor-pala-* 
tine ibali c()ntinue bis prefent rank among thtf 
eleftors, and rema;in in poffeffion of the Ujpper 
Palatinate. ^ 

*^ ^he ekft'oral dignity is likewife acknow^ 
ledg'ed in the houfe of Hanover, according to th^ 
article inferted, at that prince*$ defire, in my de- 
niands. ^ 

" Arid as to th,e reft of the allies, I make no 
doubt of bei^ig able to fecure their feveral interefts, 

^* My Loi:^s,^n4 Gentlemen, 

** I have now communicatecj to you, not only; 
tile terras of peace, which may, by the fiitijre treaty^ 
be obtained for my own fubjea$, butiikewife the 
vpropofals few: fttisfying our 4Uiw* 

"The 
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" The former arc fuch as I have rcafon to ex- 
pe£t» to make my peopre fome amends for that 
great and unequal burthen which they have lain 
under through the whole courfe of this war ; and 
I am willing to hope, that none of our confedexates, 
and efpecially thofe to whom fo great acceflions^ of 
dominion and power are to accrue by tl^is peace, 
will envy Britain her fliare in the glory and advan- 
tage of it. 

" The latter are not yet fo perfeftly adjufted, 

' as a little more time might haVe rendered them ; but 

the feafon of the year making it neceilary to put an 

endrtq the feflion, I refolved no longer to defer com* 

xnunicatiqg thcfe matters to you, 

** I can make no doubt but you are fully per- . 
fuaded, that nothing will be neglcfted on my part^ 
in the progrefs of the negotiation, to bring the peace 
to an happy and fpeedy iffue ; and I depend on your 
entire confidence in me, and your cheajful concur- 
rence with me." 

During the recefs of parliament, her majefty gave 
a further teftimony of her approbation of the earl 
of Oxford's management of this negotiation, by 
inyefting him with the order of the garter ; and on 
the joth of March, 4713, nine days before the 
meeting of parliament, the peace was figned at 
Utrecht The communication of this e^ent to 
both^'houfes of parliament, and afterwards to the 
' publick, was received with the greateft demonftra* 
tions of joy. 

But, in the following year, it was dilcovere4 
that the treaty was very defeftive, and highly dc- 
tumental to ^the commerce- of Great Britain, efpe. 
ciaily with refpeft to the feparate treaty with Spain. ^ 
and,' on the 7th of July, 17141 the houfe of lord* 
addrcfled her majefty, defiring her to ufe efFeflual 
means to procure fuch alterations to be made in 

the 
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the fame, as might render the trs^de with Spaia 
practicable and beneficial to her fubjefts. A ge- 
neral difcontent foon difcovered itfelf in the nation, 
and broke out in bitter inve£tives from the prefs, 
againft the advifers of the peace ; inability, or want 
of integrity, was publicly laid to the charge of the 
lord-treafurer; and this, joined to the apprehcnfions 
of a fecret defign at court to bring in the pretender, 
and fet alide the Hanover fucceflion, effe^ed his 
difgrace in a very Ihort Xpace of time; for he was 
difmifled from his office only twenty days, after 
the houfe of peers h^d addreHed the queen as be- 
fore related ; and the ftafF was given to the duke of 
ShrewlbjJry, who was at the fame time made lord- 
chamberlain of the ^oufehold, and lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland. 

The queen did not long furvive this change of 
her miniftry, which was general through every de-* 
partment of the ftate i and, having been partly com- 
pelled to it, by the univerfal clamour agairift admi- 
niftration, contrary to her own private inclinations, 
it is fuppofed that it haftened her death, which 
happened on the firft of Auguft, in the 50th year of 
her age. 

The earl of Oxford, however, was nominated by 
George L one of the nineteen perfpns to be added 
to the feven great officers of ftate, to compofe a . 
regency, agreeably to an aft of the late queen, till 
his majefty Ihould be fully feated on the throne. 

But on opening the firft feflion of the new par- 
liament, on the 2ift of March, 1715, his majefty, 
in his fpeech,' refiefted ftrongly oji the infecurity, 
and other difadvantages, of the late peace, which 
be called, ^ A fatal ceflation of arms." Thiis 
laid the foundation for an impeachment of the 
carl of Oxford, by the commons, on the 10th 
of June, for high-trcafon, and other high crimes 

and 
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knd jnifdemeanours ; and, on \l\t 6th of July^ 
the houle of lords commiUed him to the Tovven 
The duke ofOrraond, lord ^olin^broke^ the earl 
bf Strafford, and Mr. Prior, who had ftU had 
Ji (Kare in advifing or negotiating the. peace of 
XJtrecht, were Jikewife impeached. The duke of* 
Orxnond and lord Bolingbroke fled to France ; tlie 
fearl of^tj-affqrd and Mr. Prior were difcharg'edj[ 
but the earl of Oxford rernalned k prifolVer in tlie 
TTower till tl^e i.ft pf JpV' .^7^7j ^'fi<»^ be wai 
brouglit to his tri^i in WeftrriihfteV-halil ; at the 
■opening of which, the earl of Harcourt faid, hd 
had a motion to make. Tlie lords, thereupon, ad* 
jourhed to their own boufe, where the eirlpropofed, 
that the commons Ihould make good the t^vo arti- 
cles of high-treafon before they pr<?ceeded on thd 
numerous charges of hi^h crimes arid mifdejTieaii*^ 
ours; thi.s motion being cfirried, wat communi- 
cated to the commoiis ; and they rcfufed to allent 
to it, which produced a difagreenient between the 
two houfes ; and the lords returnihg to Weftmin* 
fter-hall, fent to acquaint the commons; that they 
were ready to proceed on the trial; but the com- 
mons, inftead of lending their pianagers to mak^ 
jgood the charge of high-treafon, abruptly adjourned 
to the, 3d of July : the lords, therefore, after pro- 
* clamation made three feveral times for his accufer^ 
to appear, difcharged the earl from' the impeach- 
ment, only three votes dilTenting; and they order* 
ed that he (hould be immediately fet at liberty^ 
Some writers have faltely faid, that he was" acquit- 
ted bv his peers ; but this is miftaking the cafe, for 
the charge was not enquired into, nor any evidence 
produced, the difference', between the two houfes 
putting an end to the judicial proceedings. ; 

His lordlhip from this time paflTed his days in 
rural retirement, and in occafioiml fociety with 

men 
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men of letters, to whom he was a patron when in 
power, and a friend and companron iix private life* 
Me died in the y^r 1727, and left a fon, who fuc» 
eeeded him in his honours and eftate. 

The eiiarafters drawn of thi« grei^ ftatefman 
widely differ. His adverfaries, thoijgh they admit 
fome beauties, drew his-portrait with fucli dark co- 
Jours, that ihey are almoft obfc^red. His friends, 
•on the contrary/ by portraying him as an angel, 
•call in qbeftion their ovyn integrity, and the re* 
femblaifce of the pifture to the man and the courtier. 
Lord Bolingbr-oke, in bis .curious letrt€»r to Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndharti, printed in his lordfhip's works, 
confirms our firft obfervations ; and the following 
adulatory liiites of the iiamifttal Pope' tiX) iefs vcJrify 
tifcelaft: 

A foiil fivpreme> in eath hatd inftance tr/d, 
Aboveaill pain, all anger, and all pride ; 
The rage of powec, the blaft of pi^lic breath, 
Thelw of lucr^, and tlie di^ead of death* 

"Wc prefame, thefrfore, that we fliallte juftified, 
in recommending to the i^eader an attentive peru- 
ial ctf the beft hiftories of ibe time in which he lived, 
as the only inethod of forming a judgment of him 
in .his public capacity. Ms to his private life, his 
•enemies allow that it was exemplary. 

*»* Auihoriites, Collins's Lives of the Earls of 
Oxford; Land, 1752. Biog. Britan. Birch's Lives. 
Continuation of Rapin's Hift. of England, by I'in- 
dal« 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

The life of 
ROBERT BOYLE. 

lA. D. 1627, to 1691.] 

HISTORIANS and political writers, both ancient 
and modern, have advanced it as an unerring 
propoiition ; •* That learning, and every branch of 
the liberal and pplite arts, flourifh in proportion to 
the' frcdom of civil focieties." And fome have 
reiined fo far upon this general maxim, as to allert, 
•* that they fucceed better under republican than 
under monarchical governments." But the latter 
opinion feems t6 have been founded on the progrefs 
of human knowledge, under the ancient republicks of 
Greece ; for it by no means holds univerfally true 
with refpedt to mc^iern commonwealths* 

Nor is the general maxim' free from fome ex- 
ceptions. 

frajice furniihes an inftance to prove, that the 
fun of fcience may pervade the thick clouds of 
defpotifm, and ftilne forth with refulgent fplendor 
for a feafon, even amidft. the carnage of war, and 
the ravages of ambitious tyranny. Part of the age 
of I ouis XIV. was the golden one of the arts and 
fciences in France ; but not tlie whole of that asra, 
as Voltaire falfely afferts. 

The 
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' The impolitic revocation of the tdid of Nantz, 
ill i6r85, banilhed from that kingdom, with many " 
thoufands of ingenious and induftrious mechanic 
artifts, fome of the moft eminent profeflbrs of po» 
lite Irtcrature, who could not fubmit to the in- 
tolerant perfecuting fpirit of popery. And the 
Revolution in England in 1689, by which reiigious 
and civil liberty was fixed on a firm and permanent 
bafis, was the aera of the revival of fcience in this 
country, the progrefs of which had been inter- 
rupted by civil commotions, and by a royal con- 
fpiracy to overturn the free conftitution of die 
realm, and to eftablifh arbitrary power, by intro- . 
ducing its fit engine, the Romifti religion. 

From the Revolution to the prefent time, under 
the aufpices of better fovcreigns, and wh^^ the li- 
berties of the people have been more firmly fccurcd 
andeftablilhed, the improvement of the human un- 
derftanding has been .tjie ftudy and delight of men 
of fuperior genius in the walks of private l|fe. 
And this aera has produced fuch a plentifal harvcft 
of eminent divines, philofophers, poets, and artifts, 
tliat it would far exceed the limits of this work, if 
we were to give^only concife memoirs of each; it 
muft therefore be our bufinefs to feieft fuch, whole 
karned labours have been moft ufeful to their 
country. 

The Supplement to this volume, however, ob- 
liges us to go back to a prior period, and to in- 
cteJe two or thtee eminent men, who only juft 
furvived the glorious Revolution. Of this number 
is Robert Boyle, a man fuperior to titles, and al- 
moft to praifc ; illuflrious by birth, by learning-, 
and by virtue. 

He was the feventh fon, and the fourteenth child, 
of Richard Boyle, earl of Corke. He was born at 
Lifmore, in. the county of Corke, and province of 

VoL.V. ^ I , lyiunftcr, 
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Mun/lcr, in the kingdom of Ireland, in the year 
1627 ; and, though he was the only one of his 
father's fons who attained to manhood without 
being honoured with a title, and alfo the only 
one who did not diflinguifh himfelf in public bufi- 
nefs, yet his life was not lefs ufefui to his country 
than that of the gre^iteft ftatefman. 

His father, whofe life we have given in our third 
volume, committed him to the care of a plain 
country nurfe, with inftruftions to bring him up 
as hardily as if he had been her own fon ; which 
fhe purfucd, and thereby gave him a ftrong and 
vigorous conftitution, which he afterwards Joft by 
being treated yi^ith too great tendernefs. 

When he was about three years old, he had the 
misfortune to lofe his mother ; for which he fhews 
gicat regret, in fome memoirs that he has left us of 
the more early part of his life, efteemiog it a An- 
gular unhappinefs never to have feen one of his 
parents fo as, to remember her 5 and the more fo, 
from the charafter he heard of her in her own fa- 
mily, and from all who knew her. 

Another accident happened to him while at nurfe, 
which gave him no fmall trouble as long as he lived ; 
and that was, his learning to flutter, by mocking 
fome children of his own age, andof.whith, though 
110 endeavours were fpared, he could never be per- 
feftiy cured- ^ 

His father fent for him home when he was 
about feven years old ; and, not long after, in a 
journey to Dublin,' he ran a very great rifk of lofing 
his life, if one of his father's gentlemen had not 
taken him out of a coach, which, in paffing a brook 
fwelled by fome fudden fliowers, was carried away 
X by the llream, and beaten to pieces. ^ 
.- While at home he was taught to Wiite a very fair 
hcnd, and to fpeak French and Latin, by one of 
I * the 
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the earl's chaplains, and a Frenchman whom he 
kept in the houfe. 

In the year 1-635, his father thought fit to fend 
him to England, to be educated at Eton, tinder 
Sir Henry Wotton, the earl of Corke*s old ac- 
quaintance and friend. Whh this view, in" com- 
pany with Mr. Francis Boyle, his elder brother, ^ 
afterwards tord Hiannon, he fet out for You:^halI, 
and fro'ni thence, not without great danger^of being 
taken by fomeof the Turkifh pirates then infefting 
the Irifh coaft, he crofled the feas to England, and 
landed happily at BriftoL 

'On his arrival at Eton, he was put under the 
care of Mr, Harrifon, then maffer of tlm fchobi; of 
whofe ' attention for, and kindnefs to^^rds him, 
he makes very honourable mention in his memoirs ; 
and obferves,' 'that it was chiefly by tlwr prudent 
methods he purfued, that he came to have that 
tafte and relilh for learning, for which, even in 
the earlier part of his life, he grew fo remarkable. 
He likewife mentions, *' that the accidental perufel 
of Quintus Curtius, the celebrated Ljltin writer of 
the Life of Alexander the Great, firft made him m 
love with other than pedantic books." 

He remained at Eton, in the whole, between 
three and four years ; and then his father carried 
him to his own feat, at Stalbridge, ^ ill Dorfetfhire, 
where he remained, for fome time, imder the care 
of Mr. William Douch, then reftor of the parifh, 
and one of the earl of Corke's chaplains. 

In the autumn of the year 1638, he attended his 
father to London, and ^ remained with lam, at the 
Savoy,, till his brother, Mr. Francis Boyle, cfpouled 
Mrs. Elizabeth Killigrew ; and then, towards' the 
end of the month of Oftober, within four days after 
the marriage was celebrated, the two brothers, 
Francis and Robert, were fent abroad upon their 
1 2, ^ travels, 
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travels, under the care .of Mr. Marcorr.bes, an cm*- 
ncnt French' preceptor, who had formerly been 
governor to the lords Kinealmeaky and BroghilL 

They embarked . at Rye, in Suflex, and from 
thence proceeded to Dieppe* in Normandy ; from 
wlifence they travelled by land to Rouen, fo to Paris, 
and from .thence to Lyons ; from which city, they 
continued their journey to Geneva, and there the 
two yQung gentlemen purfued their ftudies with- 
great afliduity. Mr. Boyle, during his ftay here, 
refumed his acquaintance with the mathematics, or^ 
at Icaft, with the elements of that fcicnce, of which 
be had firft obtained fome knowledge at Eton. 

He was now drawing towards fourteen ; and his 
temper being naturally very grave 2Jid ferious, his 
thoughts were often turned to religious fubjefls, 
but, however, not without foxne mixture of doubts 
and difficulties, as hinifelf acknowledges, about 
the certainty of the Chriftian Revelatio.n. Thig, 
inftead of having- any bad efFcds^ was prod uftive 
of very goodconfequences ; he examined coolly and 
circumftantially the evidence in favour of the Gof- 
pel, and concluded, by dint of reafoning, that this 
was the only certain and fure way to falvation. 

While he remained at Geneva, Jie made ibme 
cxcuriions \o vifit the adjacent country of Savoy ; 
and, even proceeded fo far as to Grenoble, in Dau- 
phine, and took a view alfo of thofe wild moun- 
tai»s, where Bruno, the founder of the Carthufian 
order of Monks, lived in folitude, at th.e time he in- 
ftitut^ that order. 

In September, 1641, he quitted Geneva, and 
paffing through Switzerland, and the country of tlic 
Grifons, entered Lombardy, and, taking his rout 
through Bergamo, Brefcia, and Verona, arrived 
at Venice, aj\d, having made a ftiort ftay there, re- 
turned to tlic continent, and fpent tli^ winter at 

Flo- 
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Florence; and> during his flay in that city, the 
famous aflronomer Galileo- died at a village not far 
fron) thence. 

While he refided in this- city, he had an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring the Italian language, which he 
underftood perfeftjy, though he never fpoke it fo 
fluently as the French, of which he became fo great 
a matter, that, as occafion required, he paffed for 
a native of the country in more places than ontf 
during lus travels. 

About the end (xf March lie began his journey* 
from Florence to Rbme, which took up hu^t five 
days ; and; after haviiig furveyed that famous city, 
the climate difagreein^ with his brother, he return- 
ed to FloretKe^ from thence to Leghorn, and fo* 
by fca= to Genoa. He made but a fhort ftay there ; 
and then pafling through the county of Nice, crotf- 
cd the fea to Antibes, from wlience he went to Mar- 
fcille*^ by landi 

He was ia that city in the month of May, 1642^ 
when he received his father's letters, With a dread- 
fill account of the rebelHon juft then broken out in* 
Ireland ; and' advice likewife that, with great diffi- 
culty, his lordlhip had procured two hundred and 
fifty pounds, which he remitted his fons^ to enable 
them to return home ; but this money they never 
received; for, being put into the hands of one Mr* 
Perkins, a confiderable traderin the city of London, 
fie proved unfaithful to his truft ; which drove thefe 
two noble youths to the utmoft diftrefs, till, with 
much ado, their governor, Mr. Marcombes, fup- 
plied them with as much as brought them to Gene- 
va, wiiere they continued with him for fome time; 
and, having neither fupplies nor advices from Eng"- 
fend,, he was obligee^., in order to enable them to 
go home, to take up fome jewels on his own credit, 
which they difpofed of with as little ipii as might be,^- 

I 3 . and,^ 
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ai>d, with the money thus produced, conthmed their 
journey for England, where they arrived in the year 

. 1 heir father died the preceding year j and, though 
liit had made an ample provilion for Mr. Robert 
Boyle, as well by leaving him his manor of Stal- 
bridge, in England, as other confiderable eftates in 
Ireland, yet it was fome time before he could receive 
smy money. 

During this difficulty, he lodged with his fitter, 
the lady Ranelagh ; and, by her interefl: and that of 
Iiis brother, lord Broghill, he procured proteftions 
for his eflates in England and Ireland from thofe ^ 
who had the power then in their hands. He alfo 
obtained their leave to go over, for a fhort time, 
into France, probably that he, might have an op- 
portunity of fettling his accounts with his good old 
governor and conftant friend, Mr. Marcombes ; but 
he did not flay long abroad, fince we liijd him tlic 
December following at Cambridge. 

In tlie month of March, 1646, he nctired to his 
own feat at Stalbridge ; from whence he made va-^ 
rious excurftons, fometimes to London, fometimes 
to Oxford, applying himfelf as affiduoufly to his 
ftudics as his own circumftances, or thofe of the 
times, wpuld permit 5 and, indeed, it is very amaz- 
ing to find what a prodigious progrefs he made, 
not only in many branches of literature, but in fome 
th^it have been always held the mofl difficult and 
abftrufe. He omitted no opportunity of obt^ing 
the acquaintance of perfons diftinguilhed fofgenius 
and learning, to whom he was, in every refpeft, 
- a ready, ufeful, and generous alhftant, and with 
whom he maintained ,a conftant correfpoijdence : 
he was alfo one^of the firfl members of that fmall 
but learned bpdy, which held its fiift meetings at 
t-tiiidon, thca. removed to Oxford, fly led by him, 

•* The 
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*' The' Invifible/V by themfelves, •* The Philofo- 
phical College ;" and which, after the Reftoration^ 
were ' incorporated, and diftinguifhed, as they well 
deferved, by the title, of '* The Royal Society,**: 

It is no fmalHionour to this worthy .perfon, that, 
when he was fo young a man, his merit and know- 
ledge gained him admittance amongft perfons the . 
moft diftinguifhed for the acutenefs of their undcr- 
ftandings, and the fingularity, as well as extent, * 
of their knowledge. The great diligence and ap- 
plication'-t5f Mr, Boyle was fo much the more to 
oe efteemed and commended, as, at tiiis time, his 
health was very much difordered by frequent fits of 
the Hone, a difeafc; to which he was extremely fub* 
jefl, and to which his fcdentary life and clofe ap- 
plication to his ftudies might poflibly contribute. 
But notwithftanding this, tind the frequent occa- 
fions he had to remove from place to place, fome- 
times on the fcore of bufi nefs, at others to vilit 
his^ many noble relations, yet he never fuffered his 
thoughts to be difordered, or the deligns he had 
formed to be broken or interrupted by any of thefc 
accidents, as appears by his having completed 
three regular and excellent pieces before he had 
reached the age of twenty, viz. "his Seraphic 
Love ; his Eflay on Miftaken Modefty ; and, The 
Swearer filenced ;" to which he afterwards gave 
the title that it now bears, *' A Free Difcourfc 
againft cuftomary Swearing," Beiides thefe, it 
plainly appears, as well fix>m the writings he has 
publifhed, as from many of his private letters, that 
he had made large collections upon otlier fubjeAs., 
from fome of which he afterwards drew diftinft 
treatifes. 

The retired courfe of life which, for the fake 

of his liealth, from the bent of his te<iiper, and 

from the nature of his defigns, he took a pleafurc 

1 4 ta 
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to lead, could not hinder his reputation from viSng 
to fuch a height, as made him taken notice of by 
fonie of the moft eminent members of the republic 
of letters ;. £0 that, in 165 1, wc find Dr. Nathaniel 
Highmore, a very eminent phyfician,. dedicating 
to him his *} Hiftory of Generation ;'* in which 
dedication he ilyles him botli his patron and his 
friend. 

]n 1652, he went over to Ireland, in order to 
vifit and fettle his eflates in that kingdom ; and 
there he met witli a fall from \\\s horfe in a watery 
place, which gave him a very grievous fit of fick- 
nefs, He returned from Ireland to England in Au- 
guft, 1653; ^"^ w^ foon after obliged to return. 
again into that kingdom, where he fpent his time 
but very unpleafantly ; and it would have been ftill 
more fo, if it had nor been for the acquaintance o£ 
Dr. Petty, afterwards Sir WHliam Petty, the cele- 
brated writer on Political Arithmetic, who was his 
intimate friend. 

In the fummer of 1654, he returned to England^, 
and put in execution a defign he had formed wjlien. 
he was laft in that kingdom, of fettling at Oxford, 
as well for the fake of feveral of his ingenious 
friends, who refided there, as for the many and 
extraordinary conveniences which the place afford- 
ed, for the profecution of his beloved ftudies in 
peace. He chofe to live there, in the houfe of 
Mr. Crofle, an apothecary, rather than in a col-. 
lege, for the fake of his health, and becaufe he 
had more room for making philofophical experi- 
ments. 

It was now that he found himfelf furrounded by 

number of learned friends, who reforted thither 
cb efly for tlie fame reafons that he had done ; the In- 
vifible College, as he called it, or Philofophical So- 
ciety, being now transferred fromLondon to Oxford, 

It 
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R was during his refidence here, that he invented- 
the air-pump, which was perfcded for hiih, by tlic 
ingenious Mr. Hooke, in the year 1658 or 1659;: 
by the help of which he made fuch experiments' as '" 
"enabled him: to difcover and . demonftrate fevcral' 
qu^ilities of the air^ by which he laid the founda^ 
tions for a more coixrplete thi^ry on the fubjeft. 

He was not, however, fatisfied witfnhis, but' 
laboured inceflantly in collefting and digefting, 
chiefly from his own experiments, the materials 
requifite for this purpofe. He declared againft the 
phiiofophy of Ariftatle, as having in it more of 
words than things^ promifing much and performing 
little; in fhort, giving the inventions of men for 
indubitablic pioofs, inftead of the refult of fuch 
enquiries a$ draw the knowledge of the works of' 
Nature from Nature herfelf. 

He was fo careful in, and fb zealous for,' the* 
true method of learning by experiment, that, though 
the Cartefian phiiofophy made then a great noife ia 
the world; yet he would never be perfuaded to read 
the works of D<^s Cartes, for fear he (hould be 
amufed, and led away with a fair pretence of rea* . 
foning, and plaufible accounts af things grounded 
purely on conjefture. 

But phiiofophy and enquiries into nature, though 
they engagcd*hiB attention deeply, did not occupy 
it entirely, fihce we find that ^ he ftill coptinued to 
purfuc his critical ftudies, inwhich. he had the af- 
fiftance of fome as great mtn as have'^evtrfiou- 
rifhed in this kingdom*, pscrticular Dr. EdWard 
Pocock, Mr. Thbmas Hyde, and' Mr. Satnucl- 
Clark. He had alfo a 'ftri ft intimacy wilbtr;;. 
Th#raas Barlow^ at that time head-keeper of ihe-' 
Bodleian library, and afterwards bithop of Li.ncohi, 
a- man of various and :extenfive learning.- He was 
likewife the patron, of the very leirned Dr. John 
I5 Poll,.. 
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Pell, an eminent mathematician ; and the famous 
Dr. John Wallis, who diftinguifhed himfelf in that 
and other branches oH learning, did him the honour 
to dedicate to him his excellent treatife on the 
Cycloid. ' 

In 1659, l*^i"g niade acquainted with the fcanty 
circumftances of the learned Dr. Robert Sanderfon, 
afterwards biftiop of Lincoln, he beftowed on him 
a ftipend of fifty pounds a year ; and that great man 
thankfully acknowledged the obligations he was un* 
der to fo generous a patron, in a dedication of his 
leftures, which were printed at Oxford the fame 
year* 

After the Reftoration, he was treated with great 
civility, and refpeft by the king, and with much 
affefVion and cfteem by his two great minillers, the 
lord-treafurer Southampton, and the lord chan- 
cellor Clarendon, by whom be was preffed to enter 
into holy orders, of which he had very ferious 
thoughts, but at laft thought fit to decline it, upbn 
very juft and difinterefted motives* The fame year 
he publifhed two of his firft pieces, one of which 
was printed at Oxford, and the other at London ; 
the former was his New Experiments touching the 
fpring of the air, which he addrefled to his nephew, 
the lord Dungarvan ; and this drew him into a con- 
tfoverfy with Francifcus Linus, and the famous . 
Mr. Thomas Hobbes, whofe objeftions he refuted 
with equal candour, :c;learnefs, and civility* The 
fecond was his Difcourfe on Seraphic Love \ and 
both pieces were received with univerfal applaufe* 
The fame of his, great learning and abilities extend- 
ed itfelf, even at this time, beyond the bounds of 
our ifland, fo that the Grand Duke o^Tufcany, a 
prince diftinguifhed for learning, defired Mr. South- 
well, then refideut at Florence,, to acquaint Mr. 

BgyU 
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Boyle with his defire of holding a corrcfpondencc 
with him. 

In 1 66 1, he' publilTied his Phyfiological Eflays^ 
and other trafts, which added greatly to the efteem 
that aU true lovers of learning had for his knowledge 
in things of this nature. Some time after, he gave 
the publick another curious and excellent work, in- 
tituled, **The Sceptical Chymiftj'* which was print- 
ed at Oxford ; but feveral treatifes,^that are men- 
tioned in this and the former work as being in 
great forwardnefs, and ^vhich the world very im- 
,patiently expefted, were afterwards loft in the hur- 
' ry of removing his efFe£ts at the time of the great 
fire. 

In 1662, a grjmt of the forfeited impropriation$ 
in the kingdom of Ireland was obtained from the 
king in Mr. Boyle's name, though without his 
knowledge, which did not hinder his intcrefting 
himfelf very warmly for procuring the application^ 
of thefe impropriations to the promoting true re- 
ligion and learning. He interpofed likewife in fa- 
vour of the Corporation for propagating the^Gofpcl 
in New England, and was very inftrumental in ob- 
taining a decree iYi the court of Chancery for rc- 
ftoring to that corporation an eftate which liad 
been injurioufly repoflefled by one colonel Beding- 
field a papift, who had fold it to themi fox a valuable 
confideration. 

In 1663, ^^^^ Royal Society being incorporated 
by king Charles !!• by letters parent, dated the 22d 
of April, Mr. Boyle was appointed one of tlie coun- 
cil ; and as he might be juftly reckoi^d among tie 
founders of that learned body, fo he continued one 
ef its moft ufeful and indufirious members during 
the whole courfe of his life. In the month of June, 
1663, he pubhfhedhis **Confiderationson theUfe- 
fuhicfg of Experimeotat and Natural Philoibphy," 
, - li> ' wbicxii 
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which confifted of fcvcral eflays on ufeful andxtr- 
rious fubjefts, in which they arc handled with greats 
ffccdom, from a juft zeal for truth, and for the^ 
common benefit- of mankind, the points which he 
had always in view when he took hi$ pen in hand. 
'Thefc pieces, thus pubhlhed, were, ashimfelf tells ; 
us, written on feveral occafions, to feveral perfons» 
and at different times; but as, notwitlifbinding 
this, they had a mutual relation to each other, which ^ 
mac^e theiri fall very aptly under one common title^ 
he took this metiiod of fending them abroad, that ♦ 
the world in general might receive that fatisfaftioiv 
which particular friends had tefkificd on the perufal 
of them in manufcript, Thcfe were followed by., 
*^ Experiments and Considerations upon Colours ;'* 
to which wa* added, a letter, containing ** Ob* . 
fcrvations upon a diamond that Ihines in the dark," 
a treatife full pf curious and ufeful remarks on the: 
hitherto-unexplained doftrilie of light and colours i 
in which he (hews great judgment, accuracy, -and.^ 
penetration ; -and may be faid to have paved the way ^ 
fi)r. that mighty gsinius .Sir.Jfaac Newton, who af-. 
terwards fct that important point in^tbe cleareft and ^ 
ipofl convincing light. 

Helifecwife publilhcdMhis year> bis •' Gonfide- 
rations on the Style ©f tbp Holy Scriptures^" which . 
was extrafied from a much larger .work, intituled, 
** AnEflay on Scripture," that was afterwards .pub-^ 
rrfhed by P. P. A. G. F. I. that is, Pefer Pett, At- 
torneyrGeneral' for .Ireland, afterwards Sir Petejp. 
Pett, a niian of great readings a, yx>luminous writer,, 
but of an uqfetiled. Judgment, for whom, on -ac- 
count of his well-meaning aod.^uprighf intention, 
Mr. Boyle had a great. regardi 

In 1664, Mr. Boyle was elefted into the com-^ 
pany of Royal Mines, and was all this year takfen. 
up in the pfofecution of various good defigns, andi 
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liiore cfpecially in promoting the affairs of the Cor^ 
potation for propagating the Gofpel in New-Engr 
hnd, which, in all probability, was the. reafon that: 
he did not publilh this year a«y trcatiies either oa. 
religion or philofophy.. 

In 1665 appeared his," Occafibnal Reflexions. 
xtpon.feYeial.Subjeas,. to which. is prefixed, A Dif- 
courfe concerning the Nature. and. Ufe of fuch Kind, 
qf Writings.!' This piece, thougli now publifhed, 
had beeix vvrittea many years- before, when tlie au- 
thor was ayoupg man, at times, and under circum^ 
ftancea, when few would have, written any thing, 
and none could have written bettep. The attack 
niade upon it> therefore, by Dean Swift, who fatirifed 
it, in a piece called, ** Meditations on a Broom- 
ftick, in the Manner of Mr. Boyle,*^ may be truly 
ajiirmed to be as cruel and unjuft, as it is trivial 
and indecent* A Ihort time after, he publiftied. 
•^Experiments aud„ Obfervations relative to an.. 
Experimental Hiftory of. Cold, with feveral Pieces . 
thereunto annes^ed// This, work of his, as it was 
juftly admired then, ^fo it has been always in great 
efteem fince, and may be truly faid to have beea 
the .firft^wjprk publilhed that gav« inquijGtive men 
any real ligl\t iato the. fubjefts which are tliercin. 
examined. 

Upon the death of Dr, John .Meredith, Frovoft 
of Eton, in Auguft, 1665,. hi3 majefty king 
Charles II. unaikcd and unfbhcited, appointed! 
l^r. Boyle for his fucceflbr. This was certainly, 
aU circuihiftarices confidered, the fitteft employment^ 
fftr.him in^tbc kingdpm ; yet, after mature delibe- 
ration, though contrary to^ the advice of his friends, " 
he abfolutely. declined it, becaufe he thought the 
duties of the employment might, interfere with his 
ftudies; he was unwilling to quit that courfe of 
^fe,,wivcli^ by expcriejice, he.foand fpfuitablc to-^ 

hil 
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his temper and conftitution ; and, above all, he 
was unwilling to enter into holy orders^ which 
he was perfuaded was neceflary to qualify hintifelf 
for it. 

In 1666, Dr. John WalHs addreffed to Mr. Boyle 
*' All Hypothcfis about the Flux and Reflux of 
the Sea.*' ' The famous phyiician, Dr. Thomas^ 
Sydenham, dedicated to him, in the fame year. Ills' 
" Method of curing Fevers, grounded upon his 
own Obfervations," a little piece written in Latki» 
and truly worthy of fo great a maiu Mr. Boyle 
likewife publifhed, that year, his *' Hydroftaticaf 
Paradoxes, made out by new Experiments, for the- 
mofl Part phyfical and eafy," which he printed at 
the requeft of the Royal Society, thofc experiments: 
having been made at their defire, about two years- 
befoie. He alfo publifhed that year another cele- 
brated treatife of his, intituled, " The Origin of 
Forms and Qualities, according to the Corpufeu- 
lar Philofophy, illuftrated by - Experiments ;'* a 
treatife which did equal honour to the quicknefs of 
his wit, the depth of his judgment, and his indefa* 
tigable pains in fearching after truth. 

We muft likewife obferve, that, both in this and 
in the former year, he communicated to the Royal 
Society feveral curious and excellent fhort treatifes 
of his own, upon a great variety of Tubjefts, and 
others tranfmitted to him by his- learned friends 
both at liome and abroad, which are printed and 
prefcrved in the . Philofophical Tranfaftions of the 
Royal Society. 

It is very remarkable, that, in the warm- contro- 
verfy railed, in relation to that fociety, Mr. Boyle 
efcaped all cenfure, which is the more extraordi- 
nary, confidering that Mr. Stubbe,. who was the 
■ great antagonift of the learned Mr. Oldenburgh,. 
t^ fiift fecretary to that ibciety, was one who fet 
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no bounds to his rage, and feemcd to make ipz 
point to raife his relentm«nt in proportion as 
there wanted "grounds for it. Yet even this cho- 
leric and furious writer had fq high an efteem fqr 
-Mr, Boyle, that, at the very tim^e he fell upon the 
fociety in a manner fo cenfurable, he failed not to 
write frequently to our authori i»^ order to con- 
vince him, that how angry foever he might be witli 
that body of men, yet he preferved a juft refpeft for 
his great learning and abilities, and a true fenfe of 
the many favours which he had conferred upon 
him. 

About this time our author refolved to fettle 
himfelfforhfc in London, and removed for that 
purpofe to the houfe of his fifler, the lady Ranelagh, 
in Pall-mall, to the infinite benefit of the learned in 
general,' and particularly to the advantage oP the, 
Koyal Society, to whom he gave great and conti- 
nual afliftance. He had likewife his fet hours for 
receiving, fuch as came, cither to defire his help, « 
or to communicaitc to him any new difcoveries iii 
fcjence. Befides which, he kept a very extenfive 
correfpondence with perfons of the greateft dif- 
tHiftion, and moft famous for learning, in all parts 
of Europe. 

In 1669, he publiflicd hjs** Continuation of new 
Experiments, touching tfie Spring and Weight of 
the Air ; to which is added,, A Difcourfe of the 
Atmofpheres of Cpnfiftent Bodies;" and the fame 
year he rcvifed and made many additions to fe* 
veral of his former trafts, fome of which were now 
tranflated into Latin, in order to gratify the curious 
abroad, with whom Mr. Boyle flood in as high 
reputation, as with all the lovers of learning at 
home. In the fucceeding^ year he publifted a " 
book that occafioned much fpepulation, as it feemed 
to contain a vafl treafure of new knowledge, that 
had never been communicated to the jworld before, 

and 
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and this grounded upon aftual experiments, and' 
arguments juftly drawn from them^ inftead of thar 
notional and conjeaur-al philosophy i^liich, in the 
heginning of this century, had' beenfo much in 
ftfliion. The title of this treatife was, **■ Of thc 
Cofmical Qualities of Things,*' 

About, tlm time Dr. Peter de M<)ulin,' the fon* 
of the famous- French divine of the fame, name, 
who had travelled with Mr, Bpyle's nephews, de- 
dicated to him his " Colleftion of Latin Poems.'*' 
But in the midft of his ftudies, and other ufeful 
employments, he was attacked by a- fevere paralytic 
dJftemper, . of which, though not without great diffi- 
culty, he got the better, . by adhering flriftly to a^ 
proper regimen. 

In 1671, he publifhed *' Confiderations on the 
Ufefulnefs of Experimental and Natural Philofophy, 
the fecond Part;'*^ as alfo, " A Cblleaion of Trafts - 
upon fQveral ufeful.and important Points of Prafti-* 
cM Philofophy ;V both which work's were received • 
as new and valuat)Ie: gifts to. this learned ' world. 
In 1672, appeared his ** Effay about tile Origin 
and Virtue of Gems," in which, according to his 
ufnal cuftom, he treated an old and' beaten fubjeft" 
io a very new and ufeful manner ; fo that 'it may 
be. tr^uly faid,. that he not ofily tlirew an additional- 
light upon a very dark, and difficult fubjeft, but 
alfo pointed out.the dtaly dertaih method of acqurr* 
ing a perfeft knawJedge of the nature and virtues ; 
(if any fucK there be) of all kinds of precious ftones. 
He publifhed alfo, the fame ye^r, another ** Col- 
le£lion of Trafts, touching the Relation between 
Flame and Air, and feveral other ufeful add curious 
Subjects i" befides furnifhing in this, and in the for- 
mer year, a great number of Ihort Diflertations, . 
uppn a vaft variety of topics, addrefled to the Royal 
Society, and infcrted in their Tranfaftibus,. 

In-- 
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In the year 1 67 3, he bublifhcd " Eflays on the 
firange Subiilty, great Efficacy, and' determinate 
'Nature of Effluvia; to which VTcre added, Variety 
of txpeririients on other Subjeft^/* 1 he fame 
year, Anthony Le Grand, an eminent Cartefiaa 
philofopher, dedicated to him his ** Hiftory of Na- 
ture/' whicix he published in Latin : and, ia this 
dedication, the author gives a large account of the 
great reputation which Mr. Boyle had acquired in 
foreign parts. In 1674, Mr. Boyle publifhed ** A 
Colledion of Trafts on the Saltnefs of the Sea, 
the MoiHure of the Air, the natural and preter- 
natural State of Bodies ;" to which he prefixed, ** A 
Dialogue concerning Cold." 

In the fame year, he printed a piece that had been 
written near ten years before, intituled ** The Excel- 
lency of Theology compared with Natural Philofo- 
phy, as both are theObjefts of Men's Study ; in arr 
Epiftolary Difcourfe to a Friend." This treatife, 
in which are contained a multitude of curious and 
ufeful, as well as juft and natural,, obfervations, was 
written m the time of the great pkgue,* when the 
author was forced to go from place to place in the 
country, and had little or no opportunity of con- 
fulting his book*^. He a)fo communicated to the 
world, the fame year, . another "^ Colleftion of 
Trafts, comprehending fome Sufpicions about hid- 
den Qualities of the AJr, Animadverfibns upon Mr* 
Hobbes*s Problem about a Vacuum, and, A Dif- 
courfe of the caufe of Attra^ion by Sqftibn ;" in 
which fev^ral pieces, as there are niany new dif- 
coveries made, fo feversl old Errors and groundlefs 
No'tipns are refuted and exploded. 

In 1675, he printed" ** Some- Cbnflderations 
about the Reconcileablenefs of Roafon and -Religion, 
\^Y T. E. a layman ;"' to which was annexed, ** A 
Pifcourfe about the Poffibility ottUe Refurreiftion^ 
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by Mr* Boyle." The reader will obfcrvc, that the 
former, as well as the latter, was of his writing, 
only he thought fit to mark it witli the final letters 
of his name. Among other pieces, that he this 
year communicated to the Royal Society, there 
were two papers, connected into one difcourfe, that 
deferve particular notice ; the former was intituled, 
*' An experimental Difcourfe of Quickfilver grow- 
ing hot with Cold ;'* the other related to the fame 
fubjeft, botli of them containing difcoveries wor- 
thy of fo great a man. 

In 1676, Mr. Boylc publifhed "Experiments 
and Notes about the Mechanical Origin of parti* 
cular Qualities," in feveral difco'urfes on a great 
variety of fubjefts; and, araongft the reft, he treats 
very largely, and, according to his wonted method, 
very accurately, of elc£tricity. ^Hg had been for 
many years a direftor of the Eaft India company^ 
and very ufeful in this capacity to that great body, 
more cfpecialiy, in procuring tlieir charter. The 
only return he expefted for his labour in this re- 
ipcft, was the engaging the company . to. come 
to fome refolution in favour of the propagation of 
tlie Gofpel, by means of their flourifhing faftories 
in that part 0/ the world ; and, as a proaf of his 
own incUnation to contribute, as far as in him lay, 
for that purpofe, he caufed five hundred copies oiF 
the Gofpels and Afts of the Apoftles, in the Ma- 
layan tongue, to be printed at Oxford in ib'jj^ 
and fent abroad at his own expence, as appears 
from the Dedication prefixed, by^ his friend Dr.. 
Thomas Hyde, to that tranflation which was pub* 
lifhed under his direftion. 

The fame year a Mifoellaneous CoIIeftion of 
Mr. Boyle's works in Latin was printed at Geneva^ 
but without his knowledge ; of which there is a 
large account give^ in the Philofophical Tranfac- 

tions» 
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iions. In 1678, he commimicated to Mr. Hookc> 
afterwards Dr. Hodke, " A (hort Memorial of fome 
Obiervation^ made upon an artificial Subftance that 
ihines without any preceding lilnftration/' which 
that gentleman thought fit to make public. He 
publifhed, in the fame year, his *' Hiftorical Ac- 
count of a Degradation of Gold, made, by an Aiiti- 
Elixir.'* This made a very great noife both at 
home and abroad, and is looked upon as one of 
the moft remarkable pieces that ever fell from his 
pen ; the fafts contained in which would have been 
cfteemed incredible, if they had fallen from the 
pen of any other writer. 

In the year 1680, he obliged the world v^ith the 
following trafts, viz. ** The Aerial Noftiluca," 
and, ** A*Procefs of a faflitious felf-lhining Sub- 
ftance;" befides which, he pubJiflied alfo fomc 
fmall difcourfes upon difl^erent philofophical fub- 
jefts. On the 30tli of November this year, thcf 
Koyal Society, as a proof of their jufl: fenfe of his* 
great worth, and of the conftant and particular fer-- 
vices, which, through the courfe of many years, 
he had reiiidered to their Society, made choice of 
him for their Prefident ; but he being extremely, 
and, as himfelf fays, peculiarly tender in point of 
oaths, declined the honour done him, by a letter 
addrefled to'Mr. Profeflbr Hooke, of Grefliam-eol- 
lege. He was alfo, within the compafs of this year, 
a confiderable bewefaftor towards the publifhing Dr. 
Burnet's Hiftory of the Rcformatioa ; as he very 
readily was, on the like occafion, to every per- 
formance calculated for the general ufe and benefit 
of mankind. 

In 1681, he publifhed his ** Difcourfe of Things 
above Reafon j" and the fame year he was engaged 
in endeavouring to promote thejpreaching and pro-. 

mulgatioiX' 
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mulgation of the Gofpel amongft the Indians bor* 
derifig upon New- England. In 1^682 came o\xt 
his *' New Experiments and Obfervations upon the ' 
Icy NofHluca;*' to which is added, •* A Chyrai- 
Cal Paradox^ makins; it probable thatthefr Princi- 
ples are tranfmutable, fo that out of one of thera^ 
6thers may be produced." The fame year he com- 
municatee! to the publick ** The Second Part of his 
Continuation of New Experiments touching^ the 
Spring and Weight of the Air, and a large Appen- 
dix, containing fcveral other Difcoutfts.'* 

In 1683, he publifhed nothing but a (hort letter 
to the reverend Dr^ John Bcale, in relation to tlicr 
making frefli water out of fait, publiftied' at the 
requeft of the patentees, who were embarked in Mn. 
Fitzgerald's projeft for thafpurpofe, the propofafo- 
for which: were addreflcd ta Mr, Boylcr;. and the* 
author acknowledges therein the obligations he was 
under to him for his affiftance; 

In the fucceeding' year, 1684, Be printed two 
very confidcrable works. 'I'he firft was,. " Memoirs- 
for the Natural Hiftory of Human Blood ;"^ the fe- 
cfond, ** Experiments and Confiderations about tbc^ 
Porofity of Bodies^ divided into two Parts ; the firft 
relating to Animals, thefecond to folid Bodies :** and 
his works berng^ now grown to a very confidcrable 
bulk, the celebrated' Dr. Ralph Cudworthj whofe- 
praife alone was fufScient to eftablifti any man's- 
title to fame, wrote to him in very preffing terms,^ 
to make an entire colleSion of his fcveral treatifes,' 
and to publilh them in a body, and in jhe Latin- 
tongue, iahis own life-time^ as -well out of regard 
to his reputation, as to the general intereft of man • 
kind, and the peculiar fatisfaftion of the learned 
world. 

In 1685, he obliged the world with the follow- 
Mig traftsj ** Short Memoirs for the Natural, Ex* 

periiuentaS^ 
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pmmcntal Hiftory of Mineral Waters, with Direc- 
tions as to the feveral Methods of trying theoi, in- 
cluding abundance of new and ufeful Reniarks, as 
well as feveral curious Experiments. *' " An Eflay 
of the great Effefts of languid and unheeded Motion ; 
. with an Appendix, containing an Experimental 
Difcourfe or fome hitherto little- regarded Caufes of 
the Infalubrity and Salubrity of the Air, and its 
EiFefts ;" than which none of his treatifes wcr« 
ever received with greater or more general applaufe. 
And a " Diflertation on the Reconcileablenefs of 
Specific Medicines to the CorpufcuJar Philofophy ; 
to which is added, A Difcourfe of the Advantages 
attending tlie Ufe of Simple Medicines/* To thefe 
Philofophical, he added a moft excellent Theolo- 
gical Difcourfe, of the high Veneration Man's 
Intelleft owes to God, particularly for his Wifdom 
and Power; being a part. of a much larger work, 
which he mentions, to prevent any exception being 
taken at the abijupt manner of its beginning. 

In the beginning of -the fucceeding year, 1686, 
appeared his ** Free Enquiry into the vulgarly re- 
ceived Notion of Nature i*' a moft important and 
ufeful piece, and which will be always admired 
and efteemed by fuch as have a true zeal for religion 
and intelligible philofophy. In the month of June, 
the fame year, his friend. Dr. Gilbert Burnet, af- 
terwards bilhop of Sarum, tranfmitted to him from 
Holland his account of his travels through France, 
Switzerland, and Italy ; which were afterwards 
publiflied. 

In 1687,' a work which he had drawn up in his 
youth, entituled, ** The Martyrdom of Theodora 
and Dydimia," came from the prefs to the hands 
pf the publick. In 1688, he obliged the world with 
a moft curious and ufeful treatife,' intituled, <« A 

Difqui* 
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Difquifition into the final Caufcs of Natural 
Things ; and whether, if at all, with what Cau- 
tion a Naturalift fliould admit them. To which is 
added, an Appendix about vitiated Sight." 

He began now to find that his health, notwith- 
flandiug all Xvs care and caution, was greatly on 
the decline : and he perceived a decay offtrcngth, 
which put hiai upon devifing, every method that 
was poflible for hufbanding his time, for the future, 
for the benefit of the learned world at large, with- 
out regard to particular bodies of men, or indivi- 
duals. 

It was in this view that he no longer commu- 
nicated particular difcourfes, or new difcoveries to 
the Royal Society, becaufe this could not be done 
without withdrawing his thoughts from tafks which 
he thought of ftill greater and more general impor- 
tance. It was the more fteadily to attend thefe, 
that he refigncd his poft of governor of the Corpo- 
ration for propagating the Gofpel injNew-England ; • 
and he went fo far as to fignify to the world, in a 
public advertifement, that he could no longer re- 
ceive viCts as ufual, except upon extraordinary oc- 
cafions, affigning for one reafon, amongft many 
others, that he wanted leifure to put his papers ia 
order, to fupply the Uanks he had left in many' 
of his treatifes, and to repair the deficiencies in 
others, occafioned by the careleffncfs of a fervant, 
^ho had let a bottle of oil of vitriol fall upon them ; 
that, as he had been ufeful to the public during 
the whole courfe of his life, fo the vaft colleftions 
he Ihould leave behind him might not prove ufe- 
lefs after his deceafe. He ordered, foon after, a 
board to be placed over his door, with an infcrip- 
tion notifying when he did, or did not, receive 
vifits. 

Among 
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Among the other great works which by this 
means he gained time to finiih, there is great rea- 
fon, to believe, that one was, " A Cofleftion t)f 
Elaborate Procefles * in Chemiftry;" concerning 
which he wrote a letter to a friend, which is ftill 
extant; but the pfecc itfelf was never publiflied, 
nor fome other curious trafts relating to the fame 
fubjeft, found amongft his papers; which have 
been confidered as an irreparable lofs, from his well- 
known fkill in that fcience, which he made his 
favourite ftudy. It muft not be concealed, how- 
ever, that he believed in Alchymy : this appears 
from a converfation he held upon the fubjcftwith 
the famous aftronomer, Dr. Halley ; and likewife 
from his having obtained, in 1689, a repeal of the 
ftatute of the 5th of Henry IV. againft the multi- 
plying of gold and filver. 

In 1690, he publifhed " Medlcina Hy4rofl:atica : 
or, Hydroftatics applied to the Materia Medica ; 
Ihewing hoW, by the Weight that divers Bodies 
ufed in Phyfic have in Water, one may difcovet ' 
whether they be genuine or adulterate. To which 
is' fubjoincd, A previous Hydroftaticsil Way of 
cftimating Ores." He informs us, in the poftfcript 
of this treatife, that he had prepared materials fuf- 
ficient for a fecond volume, which he promifed, 
but it never appeared. He publillied, however, 
this ypar, another raoft excellent work, which bore 
the ■ following title j ** The Chriflian Virtuofo ; 
ihewing, that, by fieing addifted to Experimental 
Philofophy, a man i^ rather affifted than indifpofed 
to be a good Chriftian. The firft Part. To which 
are fubyoined, I. A Difcourfe upon the Diftjnftion 
that reprefents fome Things as above Reafon, but 
not contrary to Reafon. II. The firft Chapters of 
a Difcourfe, entituled, Greatnefs of Mind promoted 

by 
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by Chriftlanity." In the advertifcmeilt prefixed t« 
this work, he mentions *' A Second Part of the 
Chriftian Virtuofo ;" which he had begun, and 
whicli is aftually pubjifhcd in the Uft edition of his 
works i that is to fay, iniperfeft> as he left it, with 
an Appendix to the iirft part. 

We are now come to the laft of his works pnb- 
lifhed in his life-time, which was iii the fpring of 
'the year i6gi, under this title : ** Experimcnta et 
Obfervationes Phyficae ; wherein are briefly treated 
of feveral Subjefts relating to Natural Philofophy, 
in an experimental Way ; to which is added, A 
fmall ColIe£tion of Strange Reports." This is call- 
ed. In the title-page, •* The Firft Part ;" and 
amongft his papers were found the *' Second and 
Third Parts ;" but they were never publifhed. 

Towards the middle of tliis year, Mr. Boyle be* 
gan to feel fuch an alteration in his health, as in- 
duced him to think of fettling his affairs ; and ac- 
cordingly, on the 1 8th of July, he figncd and fealed 
his laft will, to which he afterwards added feveral 
codicils. 

In the month of 0£lober following, his diflem- 
pers increafed ; which might, perhaps, be owing 
to his tender concern for the tedious illnefs of his 
beloved lifter, the lady Ranelagh,' with whom he 
had lived many years in the greateft harmony and 
friend ftiip, and whofe indifpofition brought her to 
the grave on the 23d of December following. She 
was, in all refpefts, a moft accomplifhed and moft 
extraordinary woman ; fo that her brother might 
very juftly efteem it one of the felicities of his life 
that he had fuch a fifter, and, in her, fo ufeful a 
friend, and fo agreeable a companion. 

He did not furvive her above a week ; for, on the 
laft day of the year, 1691, he died, and was buried 

on 
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fn the 7th of January following, at the upper end 
of the fouth fide of the chancel of St. Martin's ia 
the Fields, in Weftminfter, near the body of his 
fitter. ^ 

His funeral was decent, and as much without 
pomp as it was poflible, confidering the number of 
perfons of diftinftion who attended it, befides his 
own numerous relations. His funeral-fermon was 
preached by Dr. Burnet, tlie celebrated blQiop of 
Salifbury. 

As to the perfon of this great man, we arc told, 
tliat he was tall but flender, and his countenance 
pale and emaciated. His conftitution was fo tender 
and delicate, that he had divers forts of cloaks to 
put on when he went abroad, according to the tem- 
perature of the air ; and in this he governed himfelf 
by the thermometer. He efcaped the fmall-pox; 
but, for almoft forty years, he laboured under 
' fuch a feeblenefs of body, and fuch lownefs of 
ftrength and fpirits, tliat it was aftonifhing how 
he could read, meditate, try experiments, and 
write as" he did. He had likewife a weakhefs ia 
his eyes, which made hirn very tender of them, 
and extremely apprehenfive of luch diftempers as 
might affeft them. He imagined alfo, that, if 
licknefs (hould confine him to his bed, it might 
raile the pains of the ftone to a degree which 
might be above his ftrength to fupport, fo that he 
feared, left his laft minutes ihould prove too hard 
for him. This was tiie ground of all the cautioa 
and apprehenlion he was obferved to live in; /but, 
as t;o lifeitfelf, he had that juft indifference to it 
which became fo true a Chriftian. Hawever, his 
fight began not to grow dim above foiir hours be- 
fore he died ; and, when death came upon him, 
lays blfhop Burnet, he had not been above three 

Vol. V. K houri 
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houts in bed before it made an end of him, with 
fo little pain, that it was plain the light went out 
merely for want of oil to maintain the flame. 

The fimplicity of his diet was, in all appear- 
ance, that which prcferved him fo long beyond all 
men*s expeftation. This he praftifed fo ftriSly, 
that, in a courfe of above thirty years, he neither 
cat or drank to gratify the varieties of appetite, but 
merely to fupport nature; and was fo regular in 
It, that he never once tranfgrefled the rule, mea- 
fure, and kind, which were prcfcribed for him. 

Mr. Boyle was never married ; but Mr. Evelyn 
has mentioned, from information communicated to 
him, that he courted the beautiful and ingenious 
daughter of Cary, earl of Monmouth ; and that 
to this paffion was owing his "/Seraphic Love :**- 
but it does not appear, from any of his writings, 
that he had ever entertained thoughts of this kind. 

Having now followed him from his infancy to 
the grave, with that degree of wonder, reverence, 
and refpeft, which his knowledge, virtue, and 
piety, demand, we think it fuperfluous to enter 
into a long delineation of his charafter. It is dif- 
cernible in every tranfaftion of his Hfe, that he 
was a great philofopher, a good citizen, ap exam- 
ple of benevqlence, and a pious, diaritable Chrif- 
tian. Yet, in compliance with cuftom, we wilt 
add a few words from the celebrated authors to 
whofe l?vbours we have been indebted for the prin- 
cipal incidents of his life. 

The extenfivenefs of his knowledge furpafled 
every thing but his modefty, and his defiie of com- 
municating it ; which appears equally in all hi$ 
conipolitions ; for in them we may difcern his feat 
of offending, and his fear of concealing; and this, 
not from any timid apprchenfions of opposition, 

but 
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but from a benevolent inclination to inftruft with* 
out feverity, and to. part with wifdom as freely a* 
he had received it. 

He had the jufteft conception of truth that the 
.human mind can frame; fo cautious in examining 
and reporting, as to avoid, in tire opinion of all 
true judges, the leaft imputation of credulity; and, 
on the other- hand, fo well acquainted with the 
powers of nature, that he never prefumed to fet 
any limits, thereto,, or hindered any acccffion of'^ 
knowledge, hy that fort of incredulity which fomc- 
times attends fuperior learning. In a word, con- 
fidered in every light, as a man, as a philofophcr, 
as aChriftian, became as near perfeftion as the de- 
fe£ts of human nature would allow ; and though he 
never fought it, yet the moft univerfal praife, both 
at home and abroad, waited on his labours living, 
and have conftantly ^attended his memory to the 
prefent time. 

*#* Juthorittes^ Dr. Birch's Life of Boyle, pre* 
fixed to his edition of his works in 5 vols, folio, 
Lond. 1744. Biog. Britanu. Burnet's Funeral Ser^ 
mon for Mr. Boyle. 
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JOHN D R Y D E N. 

[A. D. 1631,101701.] 

THIS celebrated poet was the foil of Erafmus 
Dryden of TiGkermifli, in Northampfhire ; 
and was born at Aldwincie, near Oundle,. in 1631. 
He had Jiis education in grammar-Jearning in Wett- 
niinfter-fchool, under the famous Dr. Bufby ; and 
was from thence clefted, in 1650, a fcholar of 
Trinity-college in Cambridge. 

We have no account of any extraordinarj' indi- 
cations of genius given by this great poet* while ia 
his earlier days. He was turned of thirty before 
he introduced any play upon the ftage; and his 
firft, called ** The Wild Gallant/* met with a 
very indifferent reception j which mortified him fa 
much, that he had taken a refolutipn never more 
to write for the ftage ; but his ftrong paflion for 
dramatic poetry happily got the better of his rc- 
fcntment. 

1 he year before he left the univerfity, he wrote 
a poem on the death of lord Haftings; *' a per- 
formance," fay fome of his critics, *' very unwor- 
thy of himfelf, and of ilie aftonifliing genius he 
afterwards difcovered." 

That Mr. Dryden had, at this time, no fixed 
principles, either in religion or politics, is abun- 
dantly evident from his heroic ftanzas on Oliver 

Cromwell^ 
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Cromwell, written after his funeral in 1658; and 
his.publifhing, immediately upon the Reftoration, 
*' Aftrea Redux, a Poem on the happy Reftoration 
of Charles the Second ;" and, in the fame year, *• A 
Panegyric to the King on his Coronation.*' 

in 1662, he aHdrelfed a pdem to the lord-chan- 
cellor Hyde, prefented on New Year's-day ; and, 
the fame yeftr, he publifhed a fatire on the E)utch. 
His next piece was his ** Annus Mirabilis ; or. 
The Year of Wonders, 1668 ;" an hiftorical poem, 
which celebrated the duke of York's viftory over 
the Dutch. In the fame year, Mr, Dryden fuc- 
ceeded Sir William Daycnant as- poet*laureat, and 
was alfo made hiftoriographer to' his majefty; and 
then he publilhed his *' EiTay on Dramatic Poetry,'' 
addreffed to Charles earl of Dorfet and Middlefex. 

* Mr. Dryden tells his patron, that the writing this 
effay ferved as an amuferaent to him in the country, 
wheivhe was driven from town by the violence of 
the plague, which then raged in London ; and he 
diverted hiipfelf wirh thinking on the theatres, as 
lovers do by ruminating on their abfent mlftreiiis* 
He there juftifies the method of writing plays in 
verfe, but confefles that he had quitted the praftice, 
becaufe he found it troublefome and flow. 

In the preface we are informed, that l:he drift of . 
this difcourfe was, to vindicate the honour of the 
Englifh writers from the cenfure of thofe who un« 
juftly prefer the French to them; Langbaine has 
injurioufly treated Mr. Dlyden on account of his 
dramatic performances, and charges . him as a 
licentious plagiary. The truth is, our author, as 
a dramatift, is lefs eminent than in any other 
fpliere of poetry ; but, with all his faults, he is, 
even in that refpeft, the moft eminent of his time- 

The critics have remarked, that, as to tragedy, 

lie feldom touches the paffions, but deais rather in 

K 3 pompous 
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pompous language, poetical flrghts, and d^fcriptions ; 
and too frequently makes his chara&ers fpeak bet- 
ter than they have occafion, or ought to do, when 
thtir fphcrc i« the drama is confidcred. •' And it 
is peculiar to Dryden," fays Mr* Addifon, ** to* 
make his perfonages as wife, witty, elegant, and 
pplite as hinifelf." 

That he could not fo intimately affe£t the paf- 
^fions, is certain; for we find no play of his in 
which we ajc much difpofed to weep; and we are 
fo inchanted with beautiful defcriptions, and noble 
flights of fancy, that we foi^C the bufinefs of the 
piece, and are only attentive to the poet, while the 
cbara£lers Heep^ Mr. Gildoo obierves, la his laws 
of poetry, that, when it was recommended to Mr. 
Dryden to turn his thoughts to a tranflation of 
Euripides, rather than of Homer, he confefled that 
he had no relifh for that poet, who was a great 
matter of tragic fimplicity. Mr. Gildon further 
obfervef, as a confirmation that Dryden's taite for 
tragedy was net of tlie genuine fort, that he con« 
flantly cxprefEd great contempt for Otway, who 
IS uiiiverfaiiy allowed to have fucceeded very happily 
in afftifting the tender paffions. 

The truth is, if a poet would afFe£k the heait, 
he muft not cxc ed nature too much, nor colour 
too high ; diflrefsful circuasftances, ihort fpeeches^ 
and pathetic olrfervations, never fail to move infi- 
nitely beyond the hi^hcft rant, or long declama- 
tions, in tragedy. 

Mr. Dryden feems to have beeii fenfible that he 
was not born to wri^e comedy : " f o^" fays he, 
"I want that gaiety of humour which is required 
ill it; my convcrfation is flow and dull, my hu- 
mour faturnitie and referved. In fhort, 1 am none * 
of thofe who endeavour to break jeils in company, 
and make repartees } fo that thofe who decry my 

comedies 
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•eomcdics do me no injury, except it be in point of 

frofit : reputation in them is tlie laft tjiiug lo vvhiclx 
ftiall pretend." 

This ingenuous confeffionof inability, one wouM 
imagine^ were fuflicient to filence the clamour of. 
the critics^ againft Mr. Dryden in that particular ; 
but, however true it may be, that Dryden d d not 
fucceed to any degree in comedy, 1 (hall endeavour 
to fupport my ailertion, that, in, tragedy, with all 
his faults^ he is ftill the mo(t excellent of his time« 
The end of tragedy is ,to inftruft the mind, as well 
as move the paffions^; ^nd» where there ar^ no 
isefined fentirae{>ts, the mind may be affeded, but 
not improved ; and) however prevalent the paffion 
(^ grief may be over the heart of man, it^is certain, 
that he may feel diftrefs in the acuteft manner, 
and not be much the wifer for it. 

The tragedies of Otway, Lcc, and Southern, 
are irrefiftibly movii>g ; but yet they convey not 
fiich ftiblime (entiaients, and the language is far 
from being fo poetical, = as Dryden 's. Now, if one 
drajm^tic poet writes to move tlie paflions, and ano- 
tlier to inchani and in^^rud, a^ inftrudion is of 
greater coflfequcnce than being agitated, it foJ'ovvs 
lyatwrally, that the latter is the moft excellent vvriier, 
aisKl poj&flea the greatefl: genius. 

But periuaps qki- poet would have written better in 
hQth kinds of the dwnaa, had not the neccfihy of 
his circumftances obliged him to comply with the 
popular tafte. He himfelf, in his dedication to the 
9panilh Fryar, infmuates as much. 

'' I remember,'* fays he, «* fome verfes of my 
own Maximin and Almanzor, which cry vengeance 
upon me for their extravagance. Ail that 1 can 
fay for thpfe paflages, which are, I hope, not many, 
k, that 1 knew they were bad when 1 wrote them. 
But I repent of them amongft my fins ; and if any 
K 4 of 
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of ^their fellows intrude by chance into my prefent 
writings, I draw a veil over all thefe Dalilaflis of 
the theatre ; and am* refolved I will fettle myfelf 
no reputation upon the applaufc of fools, 'Tis 
not that I am mortified to ad ambition ; buti fcorn 
as much to talce it from half-witted judges, as I 
Ihould to raife an eftate by cheating of bubbles. 

*' Neither do I difcommend the lofty ftyle in 
tragedy, which is naturally pompous arid magnifi- 
cent i but nothing is truly fublime that is not juft 
and proper."— He fays, in another' place, ** that 
h\$ >panilh Fryar was given to the people, and that 
he never wrote any thing in the dramatic way, to 
pleafe' himfeif, but his All for Lovq.'' 

In 167 1, Mr. Dryd^n was publicly ridiculed on 
the ftage, in. the duke of Buckinghanvs comedy 
galled *• The Rehearfal," under the charaSer oif 
Bays. This charaftcr, we are informed, in the *^ Key 
to the Rehearfal," was originally intended for Sir 
Robert Howard, under the name of Bilboa ; but the 
reprefentation being put a ftop to» by the breaking- 
out of the plague in 1665, it was laid by for fe- 
vera! years, and not exhibited on the ftage till 
1671; in which inter.val, Mt. Dryden being ad- 
vanced to the laurel, the noble author changed the 
name of his poet from Bilboa to Bays^ and made 
great alterations in his play, in order to ridicule 
fevcral dramatic performances that appeared llnce 
tlie firft writing it. . — 

Thofe of Mr. Dryden, which fell under his grace's 
afti, were. ** T he Wild Gallant, ' " Tyrannic Love,'* • 
*' The Conquelt of Granada," *' Marriage A-la- 
Mode," and *' i ove in a Nunnery." Whatever was 
extravagant, cr too wurmly expreffed, or any way 
unnatural, the author has ridiculed by parody. 

Mr. Dryden affeded to dei'pife the fatire levelled 
at him in the Reheariai, as appears- from his dedi- 
cation 
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cation of the tranflation .of Juvenal and Perfius; 
where, fpcaking of the many lampoons and libels 
that had been written againft him, he fays, 

.** I anfwered not <o the Reliearfal ; becaufe I 
knew the author fat to himfelf when he drew' the 
pifture, and was the very, Hays to his own farce ;* 
becaufe I alfo knew my betters were more concern- 
ed than I was in that fatire ; and, lafily, becaufe 
Mr. Smith and Mr. j6hnfon, the main pillars oF 
it, were two fuch languilhing gentlemen in their 
converfation, that I cauld Hken them to nothing 
but thoir own relations, thofe noble characters .of 
men of wit and pleafure about town:/' 

In 1679 Citme out an *' EflTay on Satire, faid ta 
be written jointly by Mr. Drydeti and the earl of 
Mulgrave.' * This piece, which was handed a,hout 
in manulbript, contained reflexions 011 the dutchefs 
of Fortfmonth and the earl of Rochefter ; and they^ 
fafpe£Vine;'Mr. Dryden to be the author, hired? 
three rufiians to cudgel him in Will's coffce-houfe^ 
which, if we are to believe Anthony Wood, the. 
Oxford hiflorran, they tffefted one evening. 

But the relentment of Rochefter was carried ta 
ftill greater lengths, for in order to hurt the cha- 
rafter, and fliakc the intereft of our poet, he recom- 
mended CrowD,' an obfcure man, to write a Mafque 
for the court, which it was Dryden's province, a» 
poet-laureat, to perform. Crown in this fucceeded;v 
but, foon after, when his play, called ** The Con- 
(}uett of Jerufalem,*' met with fuch extraordinary 
applaufe, Rochefter, jealous of his new favourite^ 
not only' abandoned him,' but commenced, fron^ 
that moment, his enemy. 

In 1680, came out a tranflation of Ovid's Epr- 

ftles in Englilh 'vcrfe, by feveral hands ; two of 

whith were tranflated by Mr. Dryden, who alfo 

wrote the preface.^ In the year following, our au- 

K s ' thor 
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tbor publilbed ^* Abfalom and Achitopliel,'' in 
which he took a full revenge on the noble author of 
the Rehearfal, whom he expofed to the utmoft ridi- 
cule and contempt, under 'the charafter of Zimri. 

In the fame year that Abfalom and Acbitophel 
was publiflied, the Medal, a Satire, was likewife 
given to the publick* Thrs piece is aimed againft 
fedition, and was occaiioned by tlie ftriking of a 
medal, on account of the indictment againft the earl 
of Shaftefbury {6r high-trcafon, being found igno- 
ramus by the grand jury, at the Old-Bailey: for 
which the whig-party made great rejoicings, by ring* ' 
ing of bells, bonfires, &c* in all parts of London* 
The poem is introduced in a very fatirical epiflle 
to the Whigs, in which the author fays, 

M I have one favour to defire of you at parting, 
that, when you think of anfwering this poem^ you 
would employ the fame pens againft it, who have 
combated with lo much fuccefs againft Abfolo'm 
and Achitophel ; for then you may affure yourfclves 
of aclear vi£lory without the leafl reply. Rail at 
me abundantly, and not break a cuftom to do it 
with wit* By tliis method you will gain a confi- 
derable point ; which is, wholly to wave the. an- 
fwer of my arguments. If God has not bleflcd you 
with the talent of rhiming, make ufe of my poor 
flock and welcome ; let your verfes run upon my 
feet ; ^nd, for the utmoft refuge of notorious block- 
heads, reduced to fhe laft extremity of fenfe, turn 
my own lines againft me ; and, in utter defpair of 
my own fatire, make me fatirize myfelf.*' 

The whole poem is a fevere inveftive againft 
the eail of Shaftefbury. Mr. Elknnah Settle wrote 
an an fwer to tliis poem, entituled " The Medal Re- 
verfed." However contemptible Settle was as a poet, 
yet iuch was the prevalence of parties at that time, 
that for fome years he was Dryden's rival on the 
ftage. ' 

la 
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In 1682, Mr. Dryden publifhcd, " Religio Laici ; 
©r, a Layman's Faith.*' This piece is intended as a 
defence of revealed reiigion, and the excellency and 
authority of the icriptures, as the only rule of faith 
and manners, againft Derfts, Papifts, and Pre(by- 
terians. He acqiuunts us, in the Preface, that it 
was written for an ingenious young gentleman, his 
friend, upon his *' Tranflation of Father Simon's 
Critical Hiftory of the Old Teftament," and that 
the ftyle of it was epiflolary. 

in 1684, he publiftied a ** Tranflation of M. Maim- 
bourg's Hiftory of the League," in which he was 
eflnployed by the command of king Charles IL on 
account of the plain parallel between the troubles of 
France and thofe of Great Britain. Upon the death 
of Charles II. he wrote his •* Threnodia Augufta- 
lis," a poem, facred to the happy memory of that 
prince. Soon after the accefSon of James II. our 
author turned Roman Catholickv and, by this ex- 
traordinary ftep, drew upon himfelf the juft ridicule 
of the moft celebrated wits of the time, particularly 
the celebrated Thomas, better known by, the 
name ofToin Brown. In 1I686, he wrote a " Defence 
of the Papers written by the late King, of bleffed 
Memory," found in his ftrong box. 

Mr. Dryden, in the above-mentioned piece, takes 
occafion to vindicate the authority of the Catholic 
-Church, in decreeing matters of faith, -upon this 
principle, that the Church is more vifible than th« 
Scriptures, becaufe the Scriptures are feen by 
the Church ; and, in order to abufe the Reforma- 
tion in England, be affirms, that it was erefted on 
the foundation of luft, facrilege, and ufurpatidn. 
Dr. Stillingfleet hereupon anfwered Mr. Dryden^ 
and treated him with deferved feverity. 

In 16S7, Mr. Dryden publiftied his ** Hind and . 
Panther," a poem. This poem is a dircft defence 

K6 of 
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of tbeRomlih Church, in a dialogue between a Hind, 
which reprefents the Church of Rome, and a Pan- 
ther, which fupports the charafter of the Church 
of England. The firft part of this poem confifts 
moftly of general charafters and narration ; ** which^ 
fays he, ** I have endeavoured to raife, and give it 
tlie majeftic tlirn of heroic poetry. The fecond, 
being matter of difpute, and chiefly concerning 
Church authority, I was obliged to make as plain 
and perfpicuous as poffibiy I could, yet not wholly 
neglefting the numbers, though 1 had not frequent 
occaiion for the magnificence of verfc. The third, 
which has more of the natureof domeftic converfa- 
tion, is, or ought to be, more free and familiar than 
the tvyo former. There are in it two epifoclcs, or 
fables, which are interwoven with the main defign ; 
io that they afe properly parts of it, though they 
are alfo diftinft {lories of themfelves. In both of 
thefe I have made ufe of the common places of fa- 
tire, whether true or falfe, which are urged by tlie 
members of one Church againft the other." 

This poem was attacked by Mr. Charles Mon- 
tague, afterwards earl of HaWax ; and Mr. Mat- 
thew Prior, who joined in writing the Hind and Pan- 
ther, traulveiJal to the Country Moufe and City 
Moufe, LoTul. 1678, ^to. In the preface to which 
the author obfervcs, '• that Mr. Dry den's poem na- 
turally faUs into ridicule ; and that in this bur- 
Icfque, nothing is reprefcnted monftrous and unna- 
tural, that is not equally fo in the original." They' 
afterwards remark, '* That they have this comfort 
under the fevcrity of Mr. Dfyden*8 fatire, to fee • 
liis' abilities equally leflened with his opinion of 
'them ; and that he could not be a fit champion 
againll the Panther, till he bad laid afide his judg- 



ment." 
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Mr. Dry den is fuppofed to have been engaged 
ill traiiflating M. Varillas's ** Hiftory of Herefies/' 
but" to have dropped that deiign^ This we learn 
from a palTage in " Burnet's Reflections on the Ninth 
Book of the firft Volume of M. Varillas's Hiftory." 

In 1688, Mr. Dryden publiftied " Britannia 
Rediviva ;" a poem oA the birth of the prince, who 
was afterwards known in the- world by the title of 
" The Pretender." 

When the Revolution 'was happily accompli ftied,' 
Mr. Dryden, having turned Papift, became difqua- 
lified for holding his place, and was accordingly 
difpofieded of it ; and it was conferred on a man 
to whom he had a confirmed averiion. In confe- 
quence whereof, he wrote a fatire againft him, caJled 
** Mac Flecknoe ;" which is one of the fevereft and 
beft written fa tires in our language. 

Mk. Thomas Shad well, the new laureat, ridiculed 
under the name of Mac Flecknoe, was a very in- 
different poet. of thofe times ; or, rather, as Mr. 
Dryden exprefles it, 1 

In profe and verfe was own'd, without difpate, 
Thro' all the' realms of nonfenfe, abfolute.. 

This poem furnifhed the hint to Mr. Pope to 
write his Dunciad ; and it muft be owned the lat- 
ter has been more ha]:^py in the execution of his de- 
iign, as. having more leifure for the performance ; 
but, in Dryden's Mac Flecknoe there are forae 
lines fo extremely pungent, that I am not quite 
certain if Pope has any wher^e exceeded them. 

In the year wherein he was deprived of the laurel, 
he publirtied the life of St. Francis Xavier, tran- 
slated from the French of father Dominic Bouhours. 
In 1693, came out a tranflation of Juvenal and 
/_ • , Perfius; 
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Pedius ; in which the iirft, third, iixtfa« tenth, an^ 
fixteenth, fatires of Juvenal, and Perfius entire^ 
were done by Mr. Dryden ; and he prefixed a long 
ingenious difcourfey by way of dedication, to the 
carl of Dorfet, who continued to be his patron^ 
and allowed him an annuity out of his own eftate,^ 
equal to tlie falary he liad loft as poet laureat. 

In 1695, Mr. Dryden piiblifhcd a tranflation 
in profe of Du Frefnoy's Art of Painting, with a 
preface, containing a parallel between painting and 
poetry. Mr. Pope has addreflcd a copy of verfcs . 
to Mr. Jervas in praife of Drydcn's tranflation. 

In 1697, his tranflation of Virgil's works came 
out. This tranflation has paffed through many edi- 
tions, and is ftill held in great repute. 

Befides the original pieces and tranflations hitherto 
mentioned, Mr. Dryden wrote many others, pub- 
lifhed in fix volumes of Mifcellanies, and in other 
colkftions. They confift of tranflations from, the 
Greek and Latin poets ; .cpiftles to feveral perfons ; 
prologues and epilogues to feveral plays ; elegies, 
epitaphs, and fongs. Among the original pieces, 
the Ode to St. Cecilia's day is- juftly eftecmed one of ^ 
the moft elevated in any language. It is inTpoffible 
for a poet to read this without being filled with that 
fort of enthufiafm, which is peculiar to the infpired 
tribe, and which Dryden largely felt when he com- 
pofed it. The turn of the verfe is noble ; the tran- 
fitions furprifing ; the language and fentiments juft, 
natural, and heiglitcned^ We cannot be too lavifli 
in praife of this odej had Dryden never wrote any 
thing befides, his name liad been immortal. 

His laft work, publiftied in 1698,. was, his •* Fa- 
bles, Ancient and Modern, tranflated into Verfe 
from Homer, Ovid, Boccace, and Chaucer " To 
this work, which is, perhaps, one of his moft imper- 
fed, is prefixed, by way of preface, a critical ac- 
count 
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count of the authors from whom the fables are 
tranfUted. 

, As to our author's pcrformaixccs in profe, bc- 
iides his dedications ^d prefaces,, and controverfial 
writings, they confift of the ** Lives of Plutarch and 
Lucian/' prefixed to the tranflation of thofe authors^ 
bjr feveral hands ; ** Th * Life of Polybius," before 
thte tranflation of that hiftorian by Sir Henry Sheers ; 
and the preface to the dialogue concerning women, 
by WiiJiam Walfh, Efquire* 

Mr. Dryden died on the firft of May, 1701, and 
Tvas interred in Weftminfler- abbey. He married 
lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter to the earl of 
Berkfhire. She furvived him eight years, four of 
which fhe was a lunatic, being deprired of her 
fenfes by a nervous fever in 1704, 

Mr. Dryden had three fons by his lady, Charles, 
John, and Henry : they were all educated at Rome, 
where John died of a fever. He tranflated the 14th 
fatire of Juvenal, and was author of a comedy, in- 
tituled, *^ The Hufband his own Cuckold.*' Of 
Charles, the eldeft fon, fome anecdotes are pre* 
ferved, particularly one relative to his father's fune« 
ral, which deferves the reader's attention. 

The day after Mr. Dryden's death, the deah of 
Weftminftcr fent word to Mr. Dryden's widow, 
that he would make a prefent of the ground, and 
all other abbey fees for the funeral. Tlie lord Hali- 
fax likewife fent to the lady Elizabeth, and to Mr. 
Charles Dryden, offering to defray the expences of 
the poet's funeral, and afterwards to beftow 5O0I. 
on a monument in the abbey ; vrhich generous offer 
was accepted. 

Accordingly, on the Sunday following, the com- 
pany being aflembled, the corpfe was put into a 
velvet hearfe, attertded by eighteen mourningcoaches. 
When' they were juft ready to move, lord JefFerics, 
5 fon 
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fon to the lord-chancellor JefFeries, with fomc erf 
his rakifli companions riding by, aflced whofe fune- 
ral it was ; and, being told it was Mr. Dryden^s^ 
he protefted he fhouid not be buried in Ihat private 
manner ; that he would himfelf, with the lady Eli- 
zabeth's leave, have the honour of the interment, 
and would beflo\\r lOooL on a monument in the 
abbey for him. 

This put a ftop to the proceffion ; and the lord 
Jefferies, with feverai of the geiitlemen, who had 
alighted from their coachea, went op ftairs to the 
lady, who was fick in bed. His lordfhip repeated 
the purport of what he had faid below ; but the lady 
Elizabeth refufing her confent, he fell on his knees, 
vowing never to rife till his requeft was. granted. 
The lady^ under a fudden furpiife, fainted away -^ 
and lord Jefferies, pretending to have obtained her 
confent, ordered the body to be carried to Mr. Ruf-' 
fel's, an undertaker in Cheapfidej and to be left ^ 
there till IFurther orders* In the mean time the 
abbey was lighted up, the ground opened, the choir 
attending, and the bifhop waiting fome. hours to na 
purpofe for t"lie cdrpfe. 

The next day, Mr. Charles Drydcn waited oa 
lord Halifax and the bifliop, and endeavoured to- 
excufe liis^ mother by relating the truth. 

Three days after, the undertaker having received 
no orders; wailed on the lord JciFerys, who pre- 
tended it was a drunkei>froliGk ; that" he remembered 
nothing of the matter, and he might do what ht 
pleafed with tiie body. Upon this the undertaker 
waited on the iady Elizabeth, who deiircd a day's 
coniideration. - Mr. Charles Dryden immediately 
wrote to the lord Jefferies ^ who returned for anfwer,. 
that he knew nothing of the matter, and would be 
troubled no more about it. Mr. Dryden hereupon 
apphcd again to the lord Halifa^x and the bilhop of 
3 Kochefter^ 
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Rochefter, who abfolutely refufcd to do any thing 
inr the affair. 

In this diftrefs, Dr. Garth, who had been Mr. 
Dry den's intimate friend, fent for the cotpfe to the 
college of phyficians, and propofed a fubfcription ; 
which fucceeding, about three weeks after Mr. 
Dryden's dcceafe, Dr. Garth pronounced a fine 
Latin oration over the body, which was conveyed 
from the college^ attended by a numerous train of 
coaches, to Weftminfter-abbey, but in very great 
diforder. At laft tlie corpfe arrived at the abbey, 
which was all unlighted. No organ played, Ho 
anthem fung ; only two of the boys preceded the 
cDrpfe, who fung anode of Horace, with each a 
fmall candle in his hand. 

When the funeral was over, Mr. Charles Dryden 
fent a challenge to lord Jefferies, who refuting to 
anfwer it, he fent feveral others, and went often 
himfeif ; but could neither get a letter delivered, 
nor admittance to fpeak to him 5 which fo ihcenfed 
him, that, finding his lordfhip refufed to anfwer 
him like a gentleman, he refolved to watch an 
opportunity, and brave him to fight, though with 
all the rules of honour ; which his lordfhip hearing, 
quitted the town ; and Charles^ Dryden never had 
an opportunity to meet him, though he fought it 
to his death with the utmoft application. 

Mr. Dryden had no monument €refted to him 
for feveral years ; to which Mr. Pope alludes in his 
epitaph intended for Mr. Rowe, in this line, *" 

-Beneath a rude and namelefs ftone he lies, 

in a note upon which, we are informed, that the 
tomb of Mr. Dryden was erefted upon this hint, 
by Sheffield, duke of Buckinghaqi ; to which was 
originally intended this epitaph: 

This 
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This Sheffield rais'd.— The facred diaft belo\r ."" 
Was Dryden's once.-— l^he reft who doe§ not know? 

which wa« fiiKe changed into the plaki infer ip« 
tion now ftanding in the poet's comer : 

J, D R Y D E N. 

Nat us Aug. 9, 1631.- . 
MoFtuus Mail I, 1701. 
Johannes Sheffield^ dux Buckinghamienfis, fecin 

Charles Drj^en* it is faid, was a y<D\3feth of a very 
promifing genius : he tranflated the fixt^i fattre o£ 
Juvciial, and was the author. of fome pieces in 
profe andverfc; but»we have no patticuJars con- 
cerning them. His father, with all his u-nder-^ 
ftanding^ beliered in judicial aftrolegy, and, having^^ 
calculated the nativity of this cbild^ foretoM &- 
veral ha-zards he would Eun of lofing his fife at dif- 
ftrent fiaiges of it> and that he qud&ioned bi&fur- 
vivir^ th€r 33d or 34th year. It feeras the yomh< 
did meet with the narrow efcapes predided ; and 
after the father's death, being then about 30 years 
of age, he went to Rome, and was made ulher of 
the palace to pope Clement XL. but he returned ta- 
England in the 34th year of his age, aiid was- 
drowned in the Thames at Wiodfor, in a fwim** 
ming-matjcb in. ijQ^. 

The cbai'a^ter of Mr. Dryden, both as » writer- 
and as .a ma^i, has been drawn by men of grea^t 
learning, integrity, and candour, but in fuch dif- 
ferent liglits, that it is irapoffible to- make any of 
them a guide in forming a fummary of it for our 
readers ; beiides,. it would involve us in critical dif<* 
fertations foreign totlie defign of this work ; we fhall: 
therefore only give a lift of his dramatic works,, and^ 
refer the reader to thefubjoiued autiiiHitiefl ^towJbich 

w& 
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we have been indebted for the events of his life, 
in which are contained deHneations of his charac- 
ter, and Cfiticifms oji his literary abilities. 

Befides Mr. Drydeli's numerous etlier perform- 
ances, we find him the aiithor of twenty-fevcn dra- 
, matic pieces, of which the following is an accout^t : 

1. The Wild Gallant, a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre-royal, and printed in quarto, Lond.-i669. 

2. The Indian Emperor; or the Conqueft of 
Mexico by the Spaniard ;♦ afted'with great applaufe, 
and written in verfe. . . 

a. An Evening's Love, ^or the Mock-Afirologer» 
a Comedy, afted at the Theatre-royal, and printed 
m4to« i67i.-*-itiis, fof the moft part, taketi froan 
Cornei lie's Feint Aftiologue, Molierc's Depic 
Amoreux, and Precieufes Ridicules. 

4. Marriage A-la-mode, a Comedy, afted at the 
Thcatrc-rayal, and printed in 4to* 1673^ dcdicale4 
to the eari of Rocbefter. 

'5. Aniboyna, a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre* 
royal^ and printed in 4to, 1673. It is dedicated 
ta the lord CHflbrd, of Chudlcigh. The plot of 
this play is chiefly founded in hiftory, giving 9Ck 
account of the Cruelty of the Dutch towards our 
countrymen at Amboyna, A. D* i6]8. 

6~. The Miftaken Hufband, a Comedy, afted at 
the Theatre* royal, and printed in 4to. 1675. ^^* 
Langbaine tells us, Mr. Dryden was not the author 
of this play, though it was adopted by him as an 
orphan, which might well deferve the charity of a 
fccnc he bcftowed on it. It is in the nature of 
low Comedy, or Farce, and written on the model 
of Plautus's Menaechmr. 

7. Aorenge-zebe, or, the Great Mogul, a Tra- 
gedy, dedicated to tlie e^rl of Mulgrave, and afted 
in 1676. The ftory is related at large in I'avernier's 
Voyages to the. Indies, vol, L part 2. This play. 
is written in heroic vcrfe* 

8. The 
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8. The Tcmpcft, or the Inchanted Ifland, a 
Comedy, afted at the duke of York's theatre, and 
printed in 4to, 1676. This is only an alteration 
of Shakefpearc's Tcmpeft, by Sir Williant Dave- 
nant and Dryden. The new charader^ in rt were 
chiefly the invention and writing of Sir William, 
as acknowledged by Mr. Diyden in his preface; 

9. Feigned Innocence, or Sir Martin Mar-all, a 
Comedy, afted at the duke of York's tlieatre, and 
printed in 4to. 1678. The foundation of this is 
origijially French, the grcateft part of the plot, 
and feme of the language, being taken from Mo« 
licrc'sEtourjeli. 

10. The Affignatron, or Love in a Nunnery, a 
Comedy, a£ted at the Theatre* royal, and printed in 
4to. J678, addrefled "to Sir Charles Sedlej. Thii 
play, IVlr. Langbaine tells us, was damned on the 
ibge ; or, as the author exprefles it in the epiftle 
dedicatory, fucceeded ill in the reprefentation ; bntj; 
whether. the fault was in the play itfelf, or in the 
Idmenefs of the aftion, or in the numbers of its 
enemies, who came refolved to damn it for the 
title, be will not pretend any more than the author 
to determine. 

11. The State of Innocence, or the Fall of Man, 
an Optra, written in heroic veric, and printed in 
4to. 1678. It is dedicated to her royal highnefs 
the dutchefsof York, on whom the author paflcs 
the following extravagant complinlent : 

** Your perfon is fo admirable, that it can fcarcely 
receive any addition when it Ihall be glorified v and' 
ybur foul,' which jhines through it, finds it of a 
fubftance lb near hei:^ own, that Ihe will be pleafed 
to pafs aiViage "within' It, and to be confined to fuch 
ajalace/'/ . *» " 

To this piece is prefixed an apology for heroic 
' poetry and poetic licence. The fubjeft is taken 

from 
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from Milton's Paradife Loft, of which» it muft be 
acknowledged, it is a poor imitation. 

12. The Conqueft of Granada by the Spaniards, 
in two Parts, ^wo Tragi-comcdies, afted at the 
Theatre -royal, and printed in 1678. — Thefe two 
plays are dedicated to the dilke of York, and were 
received on the ftage with great applaufe. The ftory 
is to be foand in Mariana's Hiftory of Spain, b.xxv* 
chap. 18. 

Thefe plays are written in rhime* To tlie- firft 
is prefixed an eflay on heroic plays ; and to the fc- 
cond, an eiTay on the dramatic poetry of the laft age. 

13. All, for Love, or the World Well Loft,- a 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre- royal, and printed in 
4to. 16 ;8. It is dedicated to the e^l of Danby. 

This is the only play of Mr. Dryden's, which^ 
he fays, ever pleafed himfelf ; and he tells us, that 
he prefers the fcene between Anthony and Venti- 
dius, in the firft aft, to any thing he had written of 
this kind. It is full of fine fentiments, and the moft 
poetical and beautiful defcriptions of any of his . 
plays : the defcription of Cleopatra in her barge ex- 
ceeds any thiug in poetry, except bhakefpeare's, and 
his own St, Cecilia. 

14. Tyrannic Love, or the Royal Martyr, a Tra- 
gedy, afted at the Theatre-royal 4n 1697. It is 
written in rhinie, and dedicated to the duke of Mon- 
mouth. 

15. Troilus and Creflida, or Truth found too 
late, a Tragedy, afted at the duke's theatre, and 
printed in 4to. 1679. It is dedicated to the carl of 
Sunderland, and has a preface prefixed concerning 
grounds of criticifm in tragedy. — This play was 
originally. Shakefpeare's, and revifed and altered by 
Dryden, who added feveral new fcenes. The plot 
is taken from Chaucer's Troilus andCreffida, which 
that poet tranflated from the original ftory, written 
in Latiii vcrfe by LoUius, a Lombard. 

1 6* Secret 
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1 6. Secret Love, or the Maiden Queen, a Tragi- 
comedy, afted iit the Theatre*royal, and printed in 
4to. in 1697. The ferious part of the |Jlot is found- 
cd on the hiftorjr of Cleobuline, queen of Gorinth. 

17. The Rival Ladies, a Tragi- comedy, z&cd at 
the Theatre-royal in 1672. It is dedicated to the 
tarl of Orrery. The dedication is in the nature of 
a preface, in defence of Englifli verfe or rhime. 

18. The Kind Keeper, or Mr. Limberham, a Co* 
medy, afted at die duke's theatre, printed in 4to, 
in 1680. It is dedicated to John lord Vaughan. Mr» 
Langbaine fays, **Itfomuch expofed the keepers 
about town, that all the old letchcrs were up. in 
firms againft it, and damned it the third night.*' 

19. The Spanifh Fryar, -or the Double Difco* 
very, a Tragi-comedy, afted at the duke's theatre, 
and printed in 1681. It is dedicated to John lord 
Haughton. This is one of Mr. Diyden^s beft plays, 
and ftill keeps pofleffion of theAagei It is faid,,thaJ 
he was afterwards, fo much concerned for having 
ridiculed the charafter of the Fryar, that it impaired 
his health. What effeft bifi;otry, or the influence 
of priefts, might have on him on this occafion, we 
leave others to determine. 

20. Duke of Guifcf a Tragedy, afted in 1688. 
It was written by Dryden and Lee, and dedicated 
to Hyde, earl of Rochefter.— -This play gave great 
offence to the Whigs, and engaged feveral writers 
for and againft it. 

21. Albion and Albanius, an Opera, performed 
at the queen's theatre, in Docfet-gardens, and 
printed in folio, 1685. The fubjed of it is wholly 
allegorical, and intended to expofe lord Shaftelbury 
and his party. 

22. DonSebaftian, King of Portugal, a Tragedy, 
a^ed in 1690, dedicated to the earl of Lcicefter. 

2 3. King Arthur, or the Britilh Wdrlby, a Tragedy, 
afted in 1691, dedicated to the niarquis of HaUi&x. 

24, Arn- 
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24. Amphytrion, or the Two Socias, a Comedy, 
afted in 1691, dedicated to Sir Levefon Gower, 
taken from Plautus and Moliere. 

25. Cleomenes, the. Spartan Hero, a Tragedy, 
afted at the Theatre-royal, and printed in 4to. in 
1692, dedicated to the earl of Rochefter. There 
is prefixed to it the Life of Cleomenes, translated 
from Plutarch by Mr. Creech. — This play was pro- 
liibited by the lord-chamberlain ; but, upon exa- 
mination, being found innocent of any defign to 
fatirize the government, it was fuffered to be re- 
prefentcd, and had great fucceft. In the preface, 
the author tells us, that a foolifh objeftion had been 
xaifed againft him by the fparks for Cleomenes not 
accepting the favours of Caflandra. ** They/' fays 
he, ** would not have refufed a fair lady. I grant 
they wnuld not : but let them grant me, that they 
are no heroes," 

> 26. Love Triumphant, or Nature will prevail, 
a Tragi'Comedy, afted in 1694. It is dedicated to 
the earl of Shaftefbury, and is the laft Mr. Dryden 
wrote, or intended, for the theatre. It met but 
with indifferent fuccefs, though, in many parts, 
the genius of that great man breaks out, especially 
in the difcovery of Alphonfo^s fuccefsful love, and 
in Xlie cataftrophe, which is extremely affefting. 

♦^* Jufhoriites, Wood's Athcn. Oxon. Lord 
Lanldown's Works, vol. L Congreve's Dedica- 
tion of Dryden-s Works to the Duke of Newcaftle. 
Biog. Britan. 
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The life of 
Jf O H N L O C K E* 

[A.D. 1632, to 1704.] 

JOHN LOCKE, .the celebrated philofopher, 
was bom at Wrington; in Somerfctlhire, in 
1632- 

During his infancy his education was conduced 
with paternal care and afFeftion ; but with much 
ftriftnefs and fcverity by his father, who, being 
bred to the Jaw, was a fteward, or court keeper, 
ta colonel Alexander Popham ; and, upon the 
breaking-out of tli^ civil-wars, became a captaia 
in the parliament's army. 

The firft part of his education he received at 
Wefiminller ichool, where he remained till he was 
nineteen years of age, when ^ he was removed to 
Oxford ; and, being admitted of Chrift-church, 
in 1651, bejcame a ftudent of that college, aad 
diftinguifhed himfelf by an ingenious epigram upon 
Cromwell's peace with the Dutch in 1653. 

Having taken, at the regular times, both his 
degrees in arts, he put himfelf upon the phyfic line; 
to which profcffion he applied himfelf with great 
dihgence, and praftifed therein a little at Oxford ; 
but finding his conftitution not able to bear the 
. . I* fatigue. 
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fiitigue of much bufincfs, he forbore to piifh it; 
arid,; hieing highly delighted with the pbilofophy of 
Des Cartes, which then began to grow in vogue, 
he .thence took a fcincy to that ftudy. We have 
advanced this on the fole authority of Le Clerc, 
who very poffibly might have it from our author*$ 
own mouth, being very intimate with him. 

It appears likewife from the fame refpeSaW^ 
authority, that Mr. Locke found fo little fatisfac- 
tion in the method of lludy prefcribed to the ftu- 
dents at that time, that he wifhed his father had, 
never fent him to Oxford. Scholaftix: excrcifes of 
difputationr were then greatly in vogue at both uni- 
verfities, and the only philofophy taught at Oxford 
was the Peripatetic, perplexed with, obfcure terms, 
and fluffed wkh ufclefs qucflions, calculated only 
to furnifh matter of contention* a?id^ to fet the lite- 
rary world in a flame. This part of univ^rfity edu- 
cation was fevereiy cenfured at the timp by men 
of great eminence; and Mr. Locke conceived fuch 
an utter averlipn to it, that he could fcarcely ketfp 
his temper in the company of profefled difputants. 

In the room of Ariflotle's philofophy, Mr. Locke 
fubftituted fev.eral hypothefes from the Cartefian, . 
then called, "The New Philofophy." It had in- 
deed been for fome time univerfajly taught in Hol- 
land, and at Geneva, and had captivated many 
others, as well as Mr. Locke, with the charming va- 
riiTcy and perfpicuity of the ftyle in which ilie * 
founder had dreffed it up, and which was univer- 
fally admired, even by thofe who did not approve 
all his notions. 

In 1664, 1^^ ^^^^ ^" opportunity of going abrqadj 

iu quality of fecretary to Sir William Swan, who 

was appointed envoy to the eleftor of Brandcn • 

burgh, and fome other German princes. 

Vol. ¥• L He 
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He returned the year following to Oxford, where 
he continued to improve his knowledge in natural 
philofophy and phyfic ; and, particularly, in 1666, 
fell in Avith a fcheme that had been lately fet on 
foot by Dr. Plott, of keeping a regifter of the air, 
in order to perfeft the natural hiftory of what the 
phyficians call thCv Non-naturaJs. He printed this 
at the end of a pofthumous piece of Mr. Robert 
Boyle's, intituled, " A General Hiftory of the 
Air," in 1692, 8vo. Our author calls his paper, 
•* A Regifter of the Changes of the Air obferved at 
Oxford, by , the Barometer, Thermometer, and 
Hygrometer, from June 23, i66c, to March 28, 
1667." 

He was thus employed when an accident brought 
him acquainted with Anthony A fhley Cooper, then 
lord Afhley, afterwards earl of Shaftelbury. His 
lordftiip having an abfcefs in his breaft, occafioned 
by a fall, was advifed to drink the Aftrop waters. 
In this defign he wrote to a phyfician at Oxford, 
to procure fome, of thefe waters to be ready againft 
his arrival. ' That phyfician, being called away by 
other bufinefs, transferred hh commiffion to his 
friend Mr. Locke, who found himfelf obliged to 
wait upon his lordftiip the day after his arrival, to 
excufe the difappointment of not having the waters 
ready. Lord Afliley, as his manner was, received 
him with great civility, declared himfelf welPfa- 
tisfied with his apology, and, being much pteafed 
with his converfation, upon his rifing to take leave, 
detained him to fupper, and engaged him to dinner 
the next day, and even to drink the waters (Mr. 
Locke "having expreffcd fome defign of doing it 
fhortly), tliat he might have the more of his com<? 

From this beginning, that lord becaiiie out phi- 
ejicpher's patron i and took him into his houfe ; 

and 
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and foon aftef followed liis aivice in opening the 
ablcefs in his breaft. He would not fuffer him to 
praaifc phyfic out of his own family, exceot 
among fome particular friends ; and introduced 
him to feveral lords of his acquaintance, who 
ftewed h.m extraordinary refpeft, and ui^ed him- 
ojitick "PP'*''^*'^" <=^"=fly to tlie fubjea of 

Le Clerc tells us, that three or four of the noble, 
men who thus countenmced Mr. Locke, havine 
met at lord AftJey's, rather for amufem^nt thaf 
bufinefs, after fome compliments, very little con- 
verfation had^paffed when the butler brought i„ the 
cards. Mr. Locke looked on for fome" time white 
they were at play, and then taking out his pocket- 
book, began to write with great attention. One of 
the company, obierving this, afked him what he 
was yrnting? •' My lord." fays be, « Um endea 
vounng to profit as far as I'am capable,™, "oo 
company; for having waited with impatience for . 
the hoiiour of being jn an affembly of the ereateft 
gcniuffes of the age and having at length obtained 
his good fortune, I thought I could not do bin'r ■ 
han write down your converfation ; and indeed I 
, have fet down the fubftancc of what has been Ik.d 
; f°^ ^'%\°"7V^°-" P l»^d np occafion to read 
mjich of his dialogue; thofe noble perfons faw the 
^ ;'l'* *?.d <l'^^7«d themfelves with improving 
the jeft. They prefently quitted their play, entered 
into a converfation more fuitable to- their charac- 

: In ,668, he attended the countefs of Northum- 

. berland into France; but an unforefeen accident 

: obliged h,m after a fhort flay there,' to return tp 

tr^land ; where he continued »o refide with lord 

Alh ley, who having, jointly with fomcother lords 

: obtained a grant of Carolina, our auUior was em' 

^^\ ployed 
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ployed to draw up the fundamental conftitutions of 
that province ; but the articles relative to religion 
and public worfhip, being drawn upon more Itbe* 
ral and enlarged principles of toleration than were 
agreeable to the fentiraents of fome of the narrow- 
minded clergy, they exprefled their diifatisfadion 
43y cauiing an additional article, to be inferted ; and 
yet for this claufc' Mr. Locke has been fince un-, 
juftly ccnfurcd. 

This alteration of his plan gave Mr. Locke a 
diflike to the Church of England, whofe priefts he 
found were poflefled of a fpirit of intolerance. And 
the freedom of his religious opinions, dehvered in 
his writings afterwards, made the orthodox divines 
coniider him as one of the chiefs of the Latitudi- 
narians. 

In 1670, and the following year, he began to 
form the plan of his •' Effay bn Htiman Under-. 
Handing," but was hindered from making any 
great progrcfs in that work by other employments, 
which were found far him by his pajtron, who, in 
1672, being raifed to the poft of lord- chancellor, 
did not foigci to let his faithful friend (hare in the 
fruits of his power, by appointing him fecretary of 
the prefentations. 

This place he h^Id as long as lord Shaftcfbury kept 
the great feal ; but that being taken from his lordihip 
in November of the year following, Mr. Locke, to 
whom the earl had communicated his moil iecret 
affairs, fell into difgrace together with hiin : he after* 
war^s contiibutcd his affiflance to fome pieces, which 
tb^earl procured to be publifhed, with a view of cxcit- 
ii^ the nation to a juft attention to the interefts (^ 
liberty. However, his lordftiip being ftill prefident 
at the board of trade, Mr, Locke was made fecretary, ' 
an office which Was worth 500 1. per annum ; but 
he did not bold it long, for the commiffion was . 
diiflblvcd in the year 16J4.. 

I ^ He 
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He had all this time kept poiie{iion of his ftudent's 
pl^c-e at Chrift- church, whither he ufed frequently 
to refort, as well for the conveiiiency of books, as> 
a!fo upon account of his health, the air of London 
not agreeing well with his conftituiion ; and, hav- 
ing taken his degree of batclielor of phyfic \i\ 1675, 
he went the fame year to Montpcller, being ap- 
prelienfive of a confumption. 

At the fame time, however, he likewife kept up 
an acquaintance with feveral of the faculty, arkd 
continued his ftudies in the profeffion ; what his 
reputation therein was may be known from the 
teftimony that is given of it by the celebrated Ur. 
Sydenham, who in his book, intituled, *' Obferva- 
tiones Medical, circa Mdrborum acutorum Hiftoriam 
& Curationem," printed in 167O, writes thu^ s 

. " You know likewife how much my method 
has been approved of by a perfon who has eximiiv- 
«d it to the bottom, and who is our common friend : 
I mean Mr. John Locke, who, if we eoufider his 
genius, and penetrating and cxa£k judgmeiitt or 
file ftridnefs of his morals, has fcarcely any ftipc* 
rior, and few equals, now living." 

At Montpelier Mr. Locke became acquainted 
with Thomas Herbert, Efq; afterwards earl of 
Pembroke, to whom he communicated his defign 
of writing his ** Effay on Human Uiiderftanding,*' 
wiiich now chiefly employed his thoughts. From 
Montpelier he went to Paris, where he contra^ed 
a friendfhip with Mr. Jqftel, the celebrated civilian, 
at whofe houfe he then faw Mr. Guenelon, a ce- 
lebrated phyfician at Amfterdara, who read anato- 
mical left u res there with great reputation. 

It was now alfo that the feiijiliarity commenced 
betwixt him' and Mr. Toignard, by whom he was 
favoured With a copy of his ♦' Hirmony of the 
Oofpels," when there were i\o more than five or fix 
of them complete. Upon the difcovery of the Po- 
L 3 pifh 
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pifli plot, the carl of Shaftcfbury was again taken 
into favour at court, and made prcfident of a new 
council, appointed by Charles H. in 1679. 

This new turn occaiioned him to fend for Mr. 
Locke ; but his lordfhip, happening to be laid 
afide again in lefs than half a year, had no oppor- 
tunity of fcrving him in that poll. Notwithftand- 
ing this, he continued unalterably attached to his 
patron in all the tr averfes of his fortune ; and, in 
1682, when that nobleman efcaped a profecution 
for high-treafon, by flying inro Holland, Mr. 
Locke followed him thither, and conveyed away 
with him feveral letters and writings without being 
fearched. 

He had not been a year in Holland, when he was 
accufed at the Englifti court of having written cer- 
tain trafts againft the government ; and though 
another perfon was afterwards difcovered to be the 
author, yet being obferved to join in company 
with feveral Englifh malcontents at the Hague, 
this conduft was communicated to our refident 
there, and by him to the earl of Sunderland, then 
fecretary of ftate, who acquainting the king there- 
with, his majefty ordered meafures to be taken for 
expelling him from the college, and application to 
be made for that purpofe to bifhop Fell, the dean. 
In obedience to this command, the neceflary infor- 
mation was given by his lordlhip, who, at the 
fame time, wrote to Mr. Locke, to appear and an- 
fwer for himfelf, on the firft of January enfuing; 
but, immediately after, receiving an exprefs com- 
mand to turn him out, he was obliged to com- 
ply therewith, and 'accordingly Mr. Locke was 
removed from his ftudent*s place in November, 

1684. 

Bifhop Fell has been accufed by fome writers, 
particularly the learned Dn Birch, in his *' Life of 

Locke/' 
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Locke," of liaving exceeded his orders ; but it ap- 
pears from the teftim'ony of Le Clerc, as well as 
from tli§ original letters which pafled bctweeYi the 
bifliop and the fecretary of ftate upon the occafion^ 
that Fell was really. Mr. Locke's Friend, and that 
he delayed the expulfion till he received a royal 
mandate from the king, with which he thought 
himfclf obliged inftantly to comply. 

After this violent procedure againft Him in Eng- 
land, Mr. Locke thought it prudent to remain in 
Holland till the accefliou of king James 11. when 
William Penn, the famous quaker, the founder of 
Pennfylvania, procured the promife of a pardon for 
our author, whom he Itad known at Chrift-church ; 
but Mr. Locke declined the acceptance of that olFer, 
alleging that he had no occafion for a pardon, not 
having been guilty of any crime. 

Li May, 1685, the Engfifh envoy at the Hague 
demanded him to be delivered up by the States-ge- 
neral, upon fufpicion of his having been concerned 
in the duke of Monmouth's invafion. This 
obliged him to lie concealed near twelve months, 
till it became fufficiently known lint he had no 
hand in that enterprize. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1686, he 
appeared again in public, and in the followiiig 
year he formed a weekly aflembly af Amfterdaui 
with Liinbdrch, a famous remonftrant divine, and 
Le Clerc, who were joined by fome others, and 
they held conferences upon fubjefts of univerfal 
learning. 

In 1689, Mr. Locke printed at Amfterdam, in 
Latin, his *' Firll Letter upon Toleration." I 
was tranflatcd into Dutcli and French the fame 
year, and in 1690, b^ing tranflated froni the Latin 
original into Englifh, it was twice printed at Lon- 
don. 

L 4 Mr 
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Mr, Locke returned /to England foon after the 
Revolution, and imediately put in a claim to his 
iludent's place at Chrift-church ; but that f6<^ety 
rejedled his pretenfions, as the proceedings in his 
deprivation were conformable to their ftatutcs. 

However, he had an offer of being admitted a 
fupernumerary ftudent, which he did not think 
proper to accept. As he was looked upon to be a 
fufFerer for the principle's of the Revolutidn, he 
might eafily have obtained a very confideraWe poft ; 
but he contented hrmfelf with that of commiffioncr 
of appeals, worth about 200 1. a year, which was 
procured for him by the lord Mordaunt, afterwards 
carl of Monmouth, and then of Peterborough. 

About the fame time he was offered to go abroad 
in a public charafter ; and it was left to his choice 
whether he would be envoy at the court of the em- 
peror, that of the eleftor of Rrandenburgh, or any 
other, where he thought the air moft fuitaWe to . 
him ; but he waved all thefe on account of the ill 
Hate of his health, v/hich difpofed hirn gladly to 
accept another offer, that' was made him by Sir 
Trancis Malham and his lady, of an apartment in 
, their country-feat, at Oates, in Effex. This fitu- 
ation proved, in all refpefts^ fo agreeable to him, 
that he fpent a great part of the remainder of his 
life at it. 

In 1690, he publifhed his famous treatife on go- 
vernment, which is divided into two parts. In the 
former, the falfe principles of Sir Robert Filmer, 
and his followers, are detefted and overthrown. 
The latter is an Etfay concerning the true original, 
extent, and end of civil government, and is one of 
the befl treatifes extant on the fabjeft in any lan- 
guage. 

The fame year he publiflied his cebrated ** Ef- 
fay oa Human Uudetftanding,'* in folio; nor was 

the 
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thfc year expTred, when his fecond Letter upon 
Toleration appeared, in anfwer to Mn Jonas 
Proaft, chaplain of AlUSouls^-colkge, Oxford,^ 
"who had attacked the firft. . 

In 1691, Mr. Locke printed fome •* Confidcrk- 
tioiis on the Con(cquences of lowering 'of Intereft, 
and raifing the Value of the Money," in a Letter 
fent to a Member of Parliament. 

He afterwards publifhed fonoe other fcnall pieces 
upon the fame fubjed, and the nsiniftry advifed 
with him concerning the new cohiage of tine filver 
currency ; when he flarted an expedient for fup- 
plying the neceffities of commerce, and the exigen-^ 
cies of 4he people during the re- coinage ; which^ 
was approved and recommended by ]ord-cba,nceK« 
lor Somers. 

In 1692, he publifhed a third letter upon Tole- 
. ration, which be^ng replied to about twelve yea^s^ 
afterwards by his old antagonrft, Mr. Proaft, he 
prepared a fourth letter, but did. not live to finifhi \ 
k. ■•.'■■ 

' In 1693, ^® publifhed his " Thouglits concern* 
ing Education,'* which was foon afiDer translated into* 
French and Low-dutch. 

In 1695, king WiUiaSm obferving him to-be very 
capable of ferving the publick, appointed him one 
of the commiffioners df trade afnd plantations.. By 
this means he became eftgagcd in the immediate fcr- 
▼ice of the State ; and, with regar<l to that of the 
churdi, in o»dcr to promote the fcheme which his 
majrily had much at heart,.ofa coniprehenfion with 
the Diflenters, he publifhed, the faiwe year, his 
Treatife, intituled, ** The Retfi^nabjcnefs of Chiif;* 
tianity, as delivered in the Scriptures.*' 

This piece was attacked tlae followmg- year, by 

Mr. Edwards, in bis ** Socinian. Uhmaflced ;" upon* 

which Mr. Lod&e pubJiihed two vindicai^Q^ of it;;, 

L 5. and 
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and he was fcarccly difcngaged from this contro- 
verfy, before he entered into another on the follow- 

. ing occafion : 

Some arguments in his ** Effay on Human Undcr- 
ftanding'* having been made ufe of by Mr. Toland, 
in his ** Chriftianity not Myfterious ;" and feveral 
treatifes being publifhcd about the fame time by the 
Unitarians, maintaining, that there was nothing 
in the Chriftian religion but what was conformable 
to reafon, a fentiment which had been advanced by 
Mr. Locke ; Dr. StiJlingflect, bifliop of Worcefter, 
publiihed in 1697, ** A Defence of the Do£^ fine of 
the Trinity;*' wherein he cenfured fome paiTagcs in 
the ** Effay on Human Underftanding," attending 
to fubvert the fundamental articles of Chi iflianity. 
An anfwer to this charge was immediately printed 
by Mr. Locke ; to which the biftiop replied ; and 
the controverfy was carried on in the following 
year, 1698, when it ended by the death of Dr, Stil- 

. lingRotU 

It was generally admitted that Mr. Locke had 

. greatly the advantage of the biihop in this contro- 
verfy. ^An Irifli prelate, in a letter to Mr. Moly- 
neux, an intimate friend of Mr. Locke, exprefles 
bimfelf on this fubjeft in the following manner: 
•' I read Mr. Locke's letters to the bifliop of Wor- 
cefter with great fatisfaftion, and am wholly of your 
opinion, that he has fairly laid the great bifhop on 
his back ; but it is with fo much gentlenefs, ^s if he 
were afraid, not only of hurting him, but even of 
fpoiling his cloaths* Indeed, I cannot tell which 
3 moft admire, tlie great civility and good manners 
in his book, or the force and clearnefs of his rea- 
fonings.*' 

This was the laft time our author employed the 
prcfs. The afthma, to which he had been long 
Jubjeft, increafing with his years, began now to 

fubdu€ 
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fubdue his coaftitution, and readered him very in- 
firm ; and, in 1700, he refigne^ his feat at the 
board of trade, becaufe he could no longer bear th^ 
air of London on account of that diforder. 

From this time he continued ahogether at Gates, 
in which agreeable retirement he einployed the 
laft years of his life entirely in the ftudy of the 
Holy Scriptures. His ftrength began to fail more 
remarkably than it had done at the entrance of 
the fummer of the year 1703, a feafon, which, in 
former years, had always .reftored him fome degrees 
of ftrength. 

This made him fo very fenflble'of his approach- 

" ing diflblution, that, though he neglefted none of 
thofe means which his Ikill in.phyfic liad taught 
him to prolong his life, yet this was done without 
calling in any other afliftance. At length his legs 
began to fwell, and that fymptom daily increafing, 
his ftrength dhniniflied very vifibly. He had often 
before this fpoken of his departure, and always with 
great compofure ; and-now plainly difcerning how 
Ihorta time he had to live, he prepared to quit tlie* 
'world. 

As he was incapable for a confiderable time of 
going to church, he thought proper to receive the 
facrament at home; and two or his friends commu- 
nicating with him, as foon as the office was finiOied, 
he told the minifter that he "was in the fentiments 
of perfeft charity towards all men, and of a fincere 

- -union with the church of Chrift, under whatever 
name diftinguilhed. 

He lived Tome months after this; which time he 
fpent in afts of piety and devotion ; and, the day 
before his death, lady Mafliam being alone with him, 
and fitting by his bed-fide, he exhorted her to re- 
gard this world only as a ftate of preparation for a 
better j adding, tliat he had lived long enough, 
L 6 and 
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and tbanked God for having pafied ^i? life fo hap* 

ply- 

He had na fleep that night ; and refolved to try- 
to rife the next morning, which he did ; and, beingj. 
carried into his ftudy, he was placed in an eafy- 
chair, where he flept a confiderable time, and feem- 
ing to be a Tittle refrcfhed, he would be dreffed as 
he ufed to be ; and then defired the lady Mafham^ 
who was reading the Pfalms low, while he wai 
drefling, to read aloud. She did f&; and he ap- 
peared very attentive, till, feeling the approach of 
death, he begged of her lad yihip to break off, and 
in a few minutes expired, on the 28th of Ofto^ 
bcr, 1704. 

He was interred in the church of Oatcs, where 
there is a decent monument erefted to his memory^ 
with an infcription in Latin, written by himfelf, 
'containing all he thought proper to. leave concern-, 
ing his char^fter 5 but a more particular charafter 
of him wa3 firft publifhed by Mr. Peter Coft^, who 
liad known him long, and, fome few years before 
he died, had lived with him as an amanuends. 
This charafter was afterwards rc-publiflied by Mr. 
Des Maizeaux ; and from this we fhall give fom« 
cxtra£ts. 

*' Mr. Locke had great knowledge of the world,, 
and of the bufinefs of it. He won people's efteenr 
by his probity : his wifdom, his experience, his 
gentle and obliging manners, gained him the re- 
fpeft of his inferiors, the efteem of his equals, the* 
friendfhip and confidence of thofe of the higheft 
quality. He ^as at firfl pretty much difpofed to 
give advice where he thought it vyas wanted ; but 
experience of the little effeft it had made him glow 
more refcrved. In converfation he was mofk i«* 
clined to the ufeful and ferious turn ; but, whea • 
cccalion naturally offered, he gave into the free and 

face- 
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facetious vyith plcafure,' and was niafter of a great 
many entertaining fiories, which he always intro- 
duced properly, and told naturally ;♦ nor was he any 
enemy to raillery, when delicate and rnnoccnt. 

. " He loved t6 talk with mechanics in their ©wn 
way ; and ufed to fay, That the knowledge of the 
arts contained 'more true philofophy than learned 
hypothefes. By putting queftions to artificers, he 
woiild fometimes find out a fecret in their art, not 
well understood by themselves ; and by that means 
give them- view^ entirely new, which they put in 
praftice to their profit.' 

** He was fo far from afFefting any airs of ftu- 
died gravity, that he would fometimes divert him- 
felfwith imitating it, in order to ridicule it with 
better fuccefs. Upon thefe occafions he always 
rcnicmbered this maxim of Rochefaucauit, which 
he admired above all others, * That gravity is a 
xnyftery of the body, ih order to conceal the defeft* 
of the mind.* 

** One thing (continues Mr. Cofte) which thofe 
'who lived a»y time with Mr. Locke could not Relp 
obferving in him, was, that he took delight in mak- 
ing ufe pf his reafon in every thing he did ; and no- 
thing that was attended with any ufefulnefs feemed 
unworthy of his care ; fo that we may fay of him 
what was faid of queen Elizabeth, that be was no 
lefs capable of fmall things than of great. He often 
ufed to fay himfelf, That there was an art in every 
thing ; and it was eafy to be convinced of it, to 
fee the manner in which he went about the moil 
trifling thing he did, ,and always with fqme good 
Tcafon/' 

Among the honours, paid to our author's ttie- 
mory may be mentioned that of the iate queen 
Caroline, who, on having erefted a pavilion in 1k)* - 
Hour of philofophy, placed tisercin, our author's 

buft. 
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buft, on a level with Bacon, Newton, and Clarke, 
as the four prime £ngliih philofophers. 

In 1 705, Mr. Locke's paraphrafe and notes on 
St. Paul s Epiftles to the Galatians were publilhed iii 
4to ; which were foon followed by thole upon the 
Corinthians, Romans, and Epheiians : to which 
was prefixed, an eflay for the underftanding of St. 
Paul's epiftles, by confulting St. Paul himfelf. In 
1706, pofthumous works of Mr. Locke were pnb- 
lilhed in one vol. 8vo. In 1708, fome familiar let- 
ters between Mr. Locke and feveral of his friends 
w^ere alfo publifhed in 8vo. ; and in 1720,^ Mr. Des 
Maizeaux publiihed a colleftion of feveial pieces of 
Mr. Locke, never printed before, in one vol. 8vo. 

But ail his works have fince been publilhed toge- 
ther, and feveral times re-printed in 3 vols, folio. 

In 1781, Dr. Tucker, dean of Gloucefter, pub- 
lifhed a Treatife on Civil Government, the great 
defign of which was to oppofe Mr. Locke's work 
npon this fubjeft, and to overturn his principles. 
He maintains, that the principles of Mr. Locke 
are '* extremely dangerous to the peace and happi- 
•* nefs of all fociety." Dr. Tucker alfo fajs, that 
the writings of Mr. Locke, and fome* of the mofi: 
eminent of his dlfciples, ^'have laid a foundation 
** for fuch difturbances and diflenfions, fuch mn^ 
*' tuai jealoufies and animofities, as ages to come 
** will not be able to fettle or compofe.*' In ano- 
ther place he alfo fays, " Surely a more pernicious 
•' fet of opinions than the Lockian could hardly be 
*' broached by man ;" and, fpeakingof wliat lie calls 
the paradoxes, which he' fuppofes to attend the fyf- 
tem of Mr. Locke and his followers, he aiferts, 
that ** they render it one of the moft mifchievous^ 
** as well as ridiculous fchemes, that ever dif- 
** graced the reafoning faculties of human nature.'* 

. In 
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In oppofition to this heavy charge againft Mr. 
Locke, Dr. Towers publifbcd, in 1-782, in 8vo. 
*' A Vindication of the Pchtical Principles of Mr. 
•'Locke, in Anfwer to the Objeftions of the Rev. 
** Dr. Tucker, dean of Glouccftcr j'* in which he 
has proved,' that Dr. Tucker Jias groflly mifrepre- 
fented the principles of Mn Locke, and advanced 
pofitions that are totally indefenfible. Dr. Towers 
obferves, that * Mr. Locke's trcatife on government 

* was calculated to incrcafe the liberty of mankind, 

* and to place them in a fituation of greater dignity 

* and felicity, than had been afforded them by the 

* various fyftems of tyranny and oppreffion, which 

* have taken place undej: the name of government, 

* in the different ages and nations of the world. 

* The great aim of dean Tucker's book feems to be, 
-• to fopport antientfyftems becaufc they are fo, to 

* furniln arguments for-perpetuating different kinds 

* of oppreffion, though not abfolute tyranny, and 

* to difcourage thofe noble attempts after a more 

* perfeft fyftem of civil policy, which the e^enlion 

* of knowledge, and of fcience, might give men 

* juft reafon to hope for, and to exped. Mr. Locke 

* is a clear, rational, confiftent writer; but Dr. 

* Tucker has taken abundant pains to involve him 

* in'darknefs and obfcurity ; and to draw imaginary 

* confequences from his -propofitions, which can- 
not by any jufl reafoning be deducible from them, 

* and of which Mr. Locke appears not to have had 

* the^ moll diftant conception.' 

Dr. Towers farther remarks, with reference to 
the general charafter of Mr. Locke, that * He was 

* rendered truly iliuftrious by his wifdom and his 
-• virtue, by the difintereftecfnefs and uprightnefs of 

* his conduit, by his love of truth, and by his ar- 

* dent attachment to the great interefts of mankind. 
^ He analyfed the human mind, explained its ope* 

* rations. 
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* rations, and illuminated the intelteQual worH by 

* the fagacity of his refearchcs. He examined into 

* the foundation of civil governinent, traced it to 

* its trucfource, and iliuftrated and enforced its ge- 

* nuinc principles. He maintained the juftice, the 

* reafonaljlcnefs, and the neceffity of religious tofc- 

* ration, with a clearnefs, a prccifion, and a force 

* of argument, that haci not been equalled by any 

* preceding writer. He laboured to elucidate the 

* Sacred Scriptures, to advance the intcrefts of reve- 

* lation and of virtue, to loofen the bands of ty- 
^ ranny, and to promote the caufe of liberty, of juf- 

* ticcf and of humanity^ Sueh was the mati,. 

* whofe charafter the dean of Glouccfter has Ja- 

* boured to degrade, whofe fcntijfients he has mif- 

* reprefcnted, and whofe opinioc^ he .flatters him^ 

* feif that he has confuted. But thefe efforts are 

* fruitlefs, and thefe imaginations are vain. The 

* fontimentis of Mr. Locke are founded upon r^afon, 
^ truth, and juftices and his natxie will continue to 

* be reverenced wherever learning, liberty, and 
'^ virtue, ifhafi be held in eftimation.' \ 

*^* Auihmties, Biog* Britann. Gefiieral Biog,. 
Diftionary. Lc Clcrc's BiWiotheque Choific. 
Towers's Vindication of the Political Frinciples ©£ 
Mr* Locke. 
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The life of 

Dr. JOHN RADCLIFFE. 

[A. D, 1650, to 1 7 14.] 

THIS eminent phyfifcian, whofe name will be 
remembered with honour fo long as the uni- 
verfity of Oxford fubfifts, as the founder of the 
well-known Radcli^^fean Library? was th^ fon 
'of George RadclifF^, a private country gentleman, 
and was born at Wakefield, in Yorkshire, in tlie 
year 1650,, His father having but a fmall eftate, 
"itnd being encumbered with a numerous family, he 
did not intend to give afiy of his children a learned 
education ; hut fome ot .the neighbouririg gentry 
and clergy, obferving his fon John to have a very 
promifiiig geniu?, perfuadcd him to breed him 2, 
fcholar. Accordingly he was firft fent to the 
grammar-fchool at Wakefield, Wlwnce he was re- 
moved to Univeffity-coHejge, Oxford ; there he 
took the degree of batchelor of arts ; but no fellow- 
fhip being vacant, he removed to Lincoln-college, 
of which he was elefted a fellow in 1670. Having 
fixed upon the medical profeflion, he was enabled 
by the income of his fellowship, 'and fotne further 
allowance from his itiother, who was now become 
a widow, to profecute the fludy of phyfc, and to 
go thr<kigh>tiie neceflary courfes erf botany, chy- 
mtftry, and anatomy; in all which he is faid'to 
have made a great progrefs. 

In 
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In 1672, he took the degree of mailer of arts, 
having- performed the preparatory exercifes with vin- 
common applaufe. After this, in conformity to 
the academical ftatutes, he immediately enrolled 
his name upon the phyfic line. It appears, how- 
ever, that he did not much ftady the ancient me-, 
dical authors, but preferred the more judicious of 
modern writers, and particularly Dr. Willis, a 
phyfician of the firft reputation, and then in fall 
pradice at London, whofe works he held in very 
high eflimation. 

i^ 1675, Mr. Radcliffe proceeded bat€helor"of 
phyfick ; and as this degree gave him a right to prac- 
tife in the univerfity, he did not negleft to make 
vfe of that privilege. He foon acquired a very con- 
fiderable degree of reputation as a fuccefeful prac- 
titioner, though his metiiod of treating his patients 
was very different from what was generally ap« 
proved by the faculty. Two of the nioft eminent 
.apothecaries in Oxford, therefore, did all they 
could to decry his mode of pra£tice ; and Dr. Luff 
and Dr.^ Gibbons endeavoured to circumvent hiqi 
with his patients, and to depreciate him in his me- 
dical charafter ; the firft faying, " the cures he 
performed were only guefs- work ;" and the lafi, 
who is faid to have been an excellent Grecian, by 
way of farcafm, obfervcd, " that it was a great 
pity his friends had not made a fcholar of him." 
But RadclifFe made fuch returns to diefe reflexions 
on him, that his opponents were no gainers by 
their attacks. . 

It appears, however, that RadclifFe never was a 
hard ftudent ; but recommended himfelf more to 
his friends by his wit and vivacity, than by any 
diligent application to his books. He had little 
turn to a contemplative life : but his fociable ta- 
lents 
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lents made him the delight of his companions ; and 
the moft eminent fcholars in the univerfity were 
fond of his converfation. .He had very few hooks 
of any kind 5 fo few, indeed, that Ibe learned Dr. 
Ralph Bathurft, prefident of Trinity-college, who 
was fond of his company, when he one day vifited 
him at his chambers in the univerfity,- alkcd him, 
in a kind of furprize, *' where was his lludy ?" 
upon which RadclifFe, pointing to a few phials, 
"aflceleton, and an herbal, anfwered, •* Sir, this is 
RadclifFc's library." 

The reflexions thrown out witli a view to injure 
his reputation did not prevent his having a very 
great praftice, which was attended with extraordi- 
nary fuccefs. The fmallpox happened then to 
rage in and about Oxford, and proved fatal to great 
numbers ; but of thofe who applied to Radcliffe, 
he recovered fo many by a judicious ufe of the cool 
regimen, in our day become the general praftice, 
that it greatly extended his fame. But the remark- 
able cure of the lady of Sir Thomas Spencer, who 
lived about four miles from Oxford, fet Radcliflfe 
above the reach of all his competitors. That i^dy 
had Ueen under the hands of the moft eminent me- 
dical practitioners at Oxford for fo me time, with- 
out Teceiring any benefit from their advice, and 
without hopes of recovery, from a complication of 
diftempers ; till Mr. Dormer, who had married her 
ladyfhip's daughter, obtained her confent to fend 
for Mr. RadclifFe ; which being accordingly done, 
his prefcriptions very happily fet her upon her legs 
again, iri three weeks time, after llie had been in 
a languifhine; condition more than fo many years j 
and reftored a decayed conftitution in fuch a man- 
ner to its wonted vigour, that (he lived to a very 
great age. 

Radcliffe 
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RadctifFe dill continued to bare fome enenAics in 
the univerfity, and, among others. Dr. MarfhaU, 
the redor of Lincoln -college, who poald not forgive 
liim for fome fatirical remarks he had made on him ; 
he therefore (hewed his enmity to him, by oppoiing 
RadclifFe's application for a faculty-place in the 
college ; which would have been a difpenfation 
from entering into holy orders, which the ftatutes 
required, if he kept his fellowlhip ; and he there- 
fore was obliged to quit his fellowlhip in the year 
167 7, However, after his reiignation, he was de- 
'firous of keeping his old chambers,, and refiding in 
them as a commoner ; but meeting with fome un- 
genteel iifage on that account alfe from Dr. Mar- 
fhall, he thought iit to quit Lincoln-college, and 
to refide elfewhere in the univeriity. 

In 1682, he commenced dodor of phyfick ; and 
his reputation incpeafing with his fuccefsful prac* 
tice, he remained two years longer at the tmiver- 
iity ; where he took great pains to detefi and cx« 
pofe all impofitions on the weak and ciedtslous 
by dilhoneft pra£titioners. Among other fpecies 

* of quackery which were prevalent at' this period, 
one was, that of the urinai-cafiers, who pretended 
that they 'could as well cure people at a dtftance» 
as by perfonal attendance, of all kinds of human 
maladies, by a fight of the water of ^ the difeafed per- 
fon ; and that from this alone they could derive a 
fafficient knowledge of the diforder laboured under* 
A poor woman, who fuppofed this to be a proper 
method of applying for relief for her lick h«ft>aiul, 
happened to come to Dr. RadclifFe, with an urinal 
in. her hand. She dropt a courtefy, and told hiai 
fhe had heard of his great fame at Stanton, and 

" that ftic made bold to bring him a fee, by whicJi 

• flxe hoped his worlhip would be prevailed with to 

teU 
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ten ber the diftemper her hufband lay iick of, and 
to prefcribc proper remedies for his relief. ** Where 
is he ?'* cries the doftor :* '** Sick'in bed four miles 
off/* replies the woman. ** And that's his water, 
no doubt," fays the doftor. *' Yes, and it pleafe 
your worfhip," anfwers the woman. Being thea. 
ai^ed of what trade her hufband was, (he replied, 
that he was a fhoe-niaker. ** Very well, miftrefs,** 
fays Radcliffe,^ and taking the urinal, emp^es it 
into a chamber-pot, and then filling it with his 
own water, difmifles her with the following words : 
*V Take this with you home to your hirfband, and 
if he will undertake to fit me with a, pair of boots 
by the (ight of my water, Fll make no queflion of 
prefcribing for his diflemper by a light of his.'* 

In 1684, having by his pradice in Oxford, .and 
the counties adjacent, acquired a very coniiderable 
fumi of money, he removed to London, and fettled 
in Bow-ftreet, Covent-gardei>, where he was ex- 
tremely followed f&r his advice, his fame having 
reached the capital before he came thither himfclf ;« 
and he grew into fuch general repute, that there 
was fcarcely any cafe held, worthy of a confulta- 
tion, 'to which Dr. Kadcliffe waS not called. So 
that he had not been a year in town before he got. 
by his praftice more than twenty guineas per diem, 
as his apothecary, Mr. Dandridge, who himfelf 
died worth 50,0001. by his means, has often de- 
clared. And he was not only in high eflecm for 
his medical abilities, but was alfo much admired 
foi* his wit and humour, and readinefs at repartee, 
which made his company much fought after by 
perfons of the highefl rank,, whom he often trdtfted. 
vrith a degree of freedom that bordered upon rude- 
nefs. 

In 1686, the princefs Anne of Denmark ap- 
pointed Dr. RadcJiffifr her principal phyfician. In 
16889 vwben mattery were carrying on towards the. 

intro- 
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introduflion of Popery, and all the court-influence 
was employed to gain new converts,Father Saunders, 
one of the court- chaplains^ and another Doiriinican, 
were commanded by king James U. to ufe their 
endeavours to bring Dr. RadclifFe over to their 
communionl They accordingly waited on him, 
and were very jprefling with him to fave his foal, 
by embracing tlie Catholic rejigion, without which, 
they told him, he was to expeft no lefs than eter- 
nal damnation in the world to come. KadclifFe 
heard what they had to fay for fome time, and then 
told them, *' that he held himfelf obliged to his 
majefty, for his charitable difpofitions to him, in 
fending them to him on fo good an account as the 
faving his foul, which he would endeavour to fliew 
his acknowledgments of by his duty and loyalty : 
but, if the king would be gracioufly pjeafed to let 
him jog on in the way he had been bred up in dur- 
ing this life, he would run the rifque of incurring 
the penalties they, threatened him with in that 
which was to come." 

.. Some otiier attempts were made to induce him to 
change his religion ; but thefe proving equally^un- 
fuccefsfull his Roman Catholic friends gave up the 
point. 

. In.1687, finding himfelf in very affluent circum- 
. ftances, he thought proper to pay his firft tribute 
of gratitude to Uniyerfity-college, into which he 
was firft admitted, by making them a prefent of -a 
window of the efteemed old painted glafs, which he 
caufed to be put up over the altar of the chapel at 
his own expcnce. - It is a very fine piece, reprefent* 
ing the Nativity of Chrift. 

In 1688,- when prince George of Denmark join- 
ed the prince of Orange, and the princefs Anne his 
confort retired to Nottingham, the doftor-was prefs- 
ed by.bifhopCompton to accompany her highnefs 
as her phyfician, Ihe being then pregnant i but Rad- 

cliife 
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diffe not choofing t<x declare himfelf thus openly 
in favour of the public raeafures then in agitation, 
and, in fa6t, not wishing well to the friends of civil 
liberty, artfully declined it, alleging the neceffity 
of attending his numerous patients. 

At the Revolut^ion, Dr. bidloo, the celebrated 
Dutch anatomift, came over with king William as 
his chief phyficiatj ; and it was fuppofed, that this 
would have caufed Dr, RadclifTe to lofe much of bis 
pradtice among the great. But this was not the cafe, 
for his patients increafed upon his hands, by the 
means of that very rival, who, it was fuppofed, would 
engrofs them. For Dr. Bidloo, though othefwifc an 
expert praftitioner, is faid not to have been fo hap- 
py in his conjeftures concerning difeafes as Dr. 
RadclifFe ; and oft^n, by miftaking the nature of 
an Englilh conftitution, fubje£ted thofe who advifed 
with him to the greateft hazards ; fo that the repu« 
tation of Radcliffe daily increafed And he got the 

. ftart of all his competitors to fuch a degree, that 
even his majefty's foreign attendants, Mr. Bentinck," 
afterwards earl of Portland, and Mr. Zuleftein, af-, 
terwards earl of Rochford, applied to him in cafes 
of neceffity, wherein he always difplayed his IkiU 
to the greateft degree , the firft beinej cured by him 

, of a- violent diarrhoea, which had brought that great 
favourite almoft to the point of death ; and the laft, 
who was very corpulent, of a lethargy, which had 
been attempted by others in vain. The recovery 
oftwoperfons fo dear to the king could not but 
excite his majefty's attention ; and accordingly he 
not only ordered Dr. Kadcliffe five hundred guineas 
out of the privy purfe, but made him an offer of 
being one of his majefty's phyficians, with a falary 
of 200I. per annum more than any other. He ac- 
cepted the prefent, but declined the poft ; one rea- 
fon for which feeitM to have been, that RadclifFe, 
in his political principles, favoured the Jacobites, 

and 
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and confidered the government as in an unfettled 
ftate. He is faid alfo to have been of opinion, that 
he fhould get more by being occafionally employed 
byhis majefty, than by a fixed falary as his regular 
phyfician. And in this he appears not to have been 
miftakcn ; for as king William had but an infirm 
conftitution, and was fubjeft to diforders from a 
flux of rheum, and an afthma. Dr. Radcliffe, who 
was particularly diftinguifhed by his Ikill in the laft 
mentioned diftemper, was very often called upo|i 
for his afiiftance ; fo that" ve are aflured he was 
more than once heard to declare, '* That one year 
with another, for the firft eleven years of king Wil- 
liam's reign, he cleared more than fix hundred gui- 
neas for his bare attendance on his majeftj's per- 
fon, exclufive of his great officers." 

In i6gi, William duke of Qloucefter being taken 
violently ill with fainting-fits, and fo ^exceedingly 
ill that the phyficians defpaired of his life^ Dr. Rad^ 
clifFe, who was then at tpfom, being fcnt f6r by 
an exprefe, became up to town, and attended his 
highnefs^ whom he fo perfeftly reftored, that queen 
Mary ordered her chamberlain on that account to 
make Dr. Radcliffe a prefent df one thoufand gui-- 
neas. 

In 1692, our phyfician met with a very confider- 
able lofs. Among others, he had contracted an ac« 
quaintance with Mr. Betterton ; and this eminent 
tragedian, by the foHcitation of a friend, had depo- 
fited two thoufind pounds, or, as others fay, eight 
thoufand, as a venture in an interloper that was 
about to fet fail for the Eaft-lndies ;' and having a 
prdfpcft of a very good return, he communicated 
the affair to Dr. Radcliffe, who, agreeably to his 
propofal, very readily laid down 5000I. Tlie (hip 
was fuccefsful in the outward-bound paflTage ; but 
having, to avoid the French privateers in her return 
hbme, firft put into Ireland, and then finding ik>- 

convoy 
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«onvoy ready, fet out for England withovit one, 
flie was taken by the Marquis dc Nefmond, witli 
ail her rich cargo, which amounted, to more than 
I20,000l. This lofs, though an irreparable one 
to poor Betterton, was not much regarded by Rad- 
cliffe : for when the news of this difafler was 
brought him to the BuU-taverji, in Clare»maiket, 
where he was drinking with reversal perfons of rank, 
who condoled with him on the ocraiion, he, with 
a fmiling countenance, .and without baulking his 
glafs, defired them to go on with their toaftinvr and 
meTTimentj faying, " he hai no more to do, but 
to go up two hundred and fifty pair of flairs to make 
^.hiirifelf whole again." 

In 1693, Ra<^clifFe, who tlI^ then had expreffed 
th« greateil averfion to matrimony, was, by the 
felicitations of his friends, induced to think of al» 
tering his condition;' and the ds^ughter of a certain 
wealthy citizen, was pitched upon for that en<h 
Tiie parents of .the lady, who was about 24 years 
of age, and their only chin, very readily gave the r 
conient to the match, propr fing to give 15,000'. 
down, and the refidue of their tftate -^afier the r 
dtrceafe. Accordingly vifits were made, and ilie 
match fecmed to be in great forward nefs, when sn 
unexpefted flop was put to if, by Dr. Radclifll-'s 
difco'Crinir thst his mi fire fs was with child. Upoi 
which, without futher ceiemony, he wrote the tul- 
]ovi/inz letter to htr father: 



'*to 



** Eow-ftrcet, Covent-Gaidcn, 
May 19, 1693. 

** THE honour of being allird to fo good and 

wealthy a pcifon as Mr. ^I> d, has pi.fhed me 

upon a difcovery that may be fatal to your quiet, 
and your daughter's reputation,- if not linitly pre- 

Vol. V. . . M vea:cd. 
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vented. Mrs. Mary is a very dcferving gentkwo 
nian; but you muft pardon me, if I thiilk her by 
no means fit to be my wife, fince fhe is another 
man's already, or ought to be. In a word, (be is 
no better, and no worfe, than adually quick with 
child, which makes it neceiTary, that me be dif- 
pofed of to him that has t.he beft claim to her af- 
fedions. No doubt but you have power enough 
over her, to bring her to confeffion, which is by tio 
means the part of a phyfician. As for my part, I 
ihall wi(h you much joy of a new fon-in«law when 
known, fince I am by no means qualified to be fo 
near of "kin. Hanging and marrying, I find, go by 
deftiny ; and I might have been guilty of the firft, 
had I not fo very narrowly efcaped the laft. My beft 
fervice to your daughter, whom I can be* of little 
iife to as a phyfician,. and of much lefs in the qua<- 
lity of a fuitor. Her beft way is to advife with a 
midwife for her fafe delivery; and the perfon who 
has converfcd with her, after the .manner of women, 
for an humble fervant. The daughter of fo wealthy 

a gentleman, as Mr. S- d can never want a 

hufband ; therefore the fooner you beftow her, the 
better, that the young Hans en Kelder may be born 
in wedlock, and have the right of inheritance to fo 
large a patrimony. You*ll excufe me for being fo 
very free with you, for though I cannot have the 
honour to be your fon- in-law, I fliall ever take 
pride in being among the number of your friends j 
who am. 

Sir, 

- Your mod obedient fervant, 

JOHN RADCLIFFE." 

It appeared, upon a thorough examination into 

this affair, that the lady was pregnant by the boolc- 

Iteeper to her father, who was an eminent merchant 3 

and 
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and the old gentleman, being wilting to make the 
beft of the matter that it would bear, caufed them 
to be privately married at the^Fl^et-chapel as ex- 
peditiouily as poffible. And the merchant Kid the 
fatisfa£lion, before his deaths to fee hisfon-inlaw, 

' to whqm he had made over his bufincfa, in a very 
thriving way, ^ be having increafed 5000 1. which 
he gave him with his daughter, 10 more thaa 
30,000 !• and beitig father to a numerous and beau- 
tiful iffue, to participate an eftate valued at ico,ccoI, 
which the old gentleman left amongft them at his 
deceafe. 

Tliis failure in Dr RadclifFc's matrimonial fcheme 
put him fo much out of^ humour' with tliiC fex, 
that he determined to make no future attempt of 

*the fame kind; and his diflike againft the ladies 
arofe to fucb a height, that he of tcti declared, *< he 
wi(hed for an aft of parliament,, whereby nurfes 
only ftiould be entitled to pYefcribe for them/' 

In i694,Nqueen Mary was feized with the fmall- 
pox, which the court-pbyficiaris not being able tf> 
raife", Dr. RadclifFe was fent for by the council. 
Upon perufing the recipes, he told them, without 
feeing her majefty, that *' {he was a dead woman; 
for it was in^poffible to do any good in her cafe, 
where remedies had be6n given that were fo con- 
trary to the nature of the diftemper ; yet he would 
endeavour to do -all that lay in him to give her 
fom« eafe/* Accordingly the puflules began to 
fill, by a cordial julap he prefcribed for her majefly, 
which gave fome faint hopes of-her recovery ; but 
thefe foon vanilhed ; for queen Mary died on the 
aSih of December, 1694. 

Some time after this, Dr. RadclifFe, who till th-^n 
had kept himfelf in the good graces of the princefs 

• Anne of Denmark, afterwards queen Anne', lo<l 

her favour by the uncourtUnefs of his behaviour 

M 2 ' and 
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and his too great attachment to the bottle. Her 
higbnefs, being indifpoied, had given orders that 
ht fhoulJ be fent for; in anfwer to which, he 
iriade a promife of coming to St. James's foon'af- 
ter ; but as he did not make his appearance there, 
that meflage was backed by another, importing, that 
file was extremely ill, and defcribing after what 
manner fhe was feized. At which Radcliffe fwore 
by his Maker, Mhat her. highnefs's difteui'per- was 
nothing but the vapours, and that flie was in as 
good a ftate of heaUh as any woman breathing, 
cculd (he but give into the belief of it.' But on his 
going to wait on the princefs not long after, he 
found that his freedom with her highnefs had 
been highly, refented ; for offering to go into the 
prefence, he was ftopt by an officer in the anti- 
chamber, and told, ^ that the princefs had no further 
occafioa for ihe fervices of a phyfician, who would 
not obey her orders / and that (he had made choice 
of Dr. Gibbons to fucceed him in the care of her 
health.' Rcidcliffe, who had but juH quitted the 
tavern, returned again to his companions, and ac- 
quainted them witli v^hat had happened; faying, 
*' that Nurfe Gibbons had gotten a new nurfery, 
which he by no means - envied him the pof- 
feilion ofj'^fince his capacity was only equal to the 
ailments of a patient which had no other exif- 
tcnce than in the inuginition, and could reach no 
further than the not potting thofe out of a good 
i^ate of health, who were already in the enjoyment 
of it.'' 

But though Dr. RaclclifFe loft the favour of the 
. princefs Anne, he iViU continued to be in great 
efkem with king William, who had a more than 
ordinary occalion to (hew it in the campaign of 
1695, which was clofed by the taking of Niimtrf. 
The earl of Albemarle, who then had a command 

in 
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in tbp army, was taken ill of a fever in the camp ; 
upon which the king, who interefted hiin(c!f very 
much in that nobleman's Jifr, having but little 
confider)cc in the phyficians .that a tended his per- 
fon on the field, Cent for-Dr. RadcIifFe from E 'g- 
land. He went accordingly, and reftored the t-arl 
in a week's time to his fomer health, after he had 
been reduced to the lall tx:r niity by an uninter- 
mitiing ficknefs^ under which he had languilhed 
near two months, 7'he' king was fo well pleafed 
with his fuccefs, that he gave hiin 1200 1. for his 
fervice on this occafion ; and lord Albemarle 'aKb 
prefented him with a, diamond ring, and 400 guineas. 
His majefty likewife made him an offer of a baro- 
ret's j.aienr, which he declined, as likely to be of 
no ufe to him, as having no diredt dcfcendanLS, and 
no thoughts of marrying. ' 

^ About this time Dr, Edward Hannes, afterwards 
Sir Edward, came from Oxford to fettle in Lon- 
don, and in a little, time bcame a principal 
at court, and was an eminent r.val to RaJcliffc. 
This gentleman, who was an excellent fcholar, and 
well verfed in the knowledge of chtmiftry and 
anatomy, and excelled all the competitors he had 
Jtft in the univerfuy, at his firft arrival in town, fet 
vp a very fprucc equipage. But finding himfeii not 
fo fuccefsful as he wifhtd, he bethought hinifelf of 
a ftratagcm; and to* get into repute, ordered his 
fQotman to flop moft of the gentlemen's chariots, and 
enquire if they belonged to Dr. Hannes, as if he 
bad been wanted to attend a patient. Accordingly 
the fellow, in purfuance pf his orders,, ran from 
Whitehall to the Exchange, putting his queftions 
about his maflcr to almoft every coach he met, and 
at laft entered Garraway's coffee-houfe, and made 
the projefted enquiry, there. Upon this, Dr Rad- 
cliffe, who was ufually at this cotfee-houre about 
M 3 Exchange- 
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Exchange-time, and was then planted at a tabic 
with fevcral apothecaries and furgeons, who flocked- 
about hiin, cried out, that Dr. Hannes was not 
there, and defired to know who wanted him. The 
fellaw's reply was, fuch and fuch a lord 5 upon 
which Radcliffe took him up W'th this dry rebuke, 
* No, no, friend, you are miftaken, the do6bor 
wan^s thofe lords.' However, Dr, Hannes's merit 
foon procured him great bufinefs and deferved repu- 
tation. * ' 

In 1697, after king William's return from Loo, 
where he had ratified the treaty of peace made at 
Ryfwick, his majefty found himfclf very muchindif- 
pofed at his palace at Kenfington, and as ufual, after 
his phyficians in ordinary had given their opinions, 
would have Dr. Radcliffe's advice. 'When he was 
admitted, the king was reading Sir Roger L*Ef* 
t range's new verfion of -ffifop's Fables; and told 
• him, that he had once more fcnt for him to try the 
effcdls of his great Ikill, notwithflanding he had 
Ixeh told by -his body-phyficians, who were not 
fenfible of his inward decay, that he might yet live 
many years, and would very fpeedily recover. Up- 
on which the dodlof, having put fomc interroga- 
tories to bim, 9&ed leave of his majefty to turn to a 
f'bic in the book before him, which would let him 
know how he had been treated by his phyficians. 
Accordingly he read it to the king as follows: 
*' Pray bir, how do you find yourfelf ? fays the 
dodlor to his patient. Why truly, fays the paticht, 
1 have had a raoft violent fweat. O! the beft figa 
in the world, quoth the dodor. And then, in a 
little while, he is at it again: Pray how do you 
find your body? Alas! fays the other, I have juft 
no\y a terrible fit of horror and (haking upon me. 
Why this is all as it fhould be, fays the phyfician ; 
it ihews a mighty fl'rcngth of nature 5 and then he 

comes 
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comes over hin with the fame cjueftion again. 
Why I am fwclled, Cays the other, as if I had 
a dropfy* Beft of all, quoth the doctor^ a ad goes- 
his Mtay., Soon after this comes one of the fick man's 
friends to hi.n, with the fame queftion, how he 
found himfclfj Why, truly, fo well (faid he) 
that I am even ready to die, of I do not know how 
msuiy good ligns and tokens." — * May it pleafe your 
majeAy, (fiiid RadclifFe) your's and the fick man's 
cafe .in the fable is the very (ame ; you. are buoyed 
up with hopes that your malady will foon be dri- 
ven away, by perfons tliat are not apprized of 
Sloans to do it, and know not the true caufe of 
your ailment. But I mufi: be plain with you, and 
tell you, that in all probability, if your roaj.efty will 
adhere to my prefcriptions, it may be in my power 
"to lengthen out your life for three or four years, but 
beyond that time, nothing in phyfic can protradt it ; 
for the juices of your ftomach are all vitiated, your 
whole mafs of blood is corrupted, and your nutri- 
ment, for the m6ft part, turns to water. However, 
if your majedy . will forbear making long vifits to 
the earl of Bradford's (where it is faid the king w^s 
apt to drink freely), I'll try what can be done to 
make you live eafily ; though I caniiot venture to 
fay I can make you live longer than I have told yott«' 
'Having faid this, he wrote a prefcription for his 
majefty, which was fo fuecefsful, as not only to 
enable him to make a progrefs into the wefteri^'' 
parts of his kingdom, but to go out of it, and di- 
vert himfelf at his palace of Loo in Holland. 

lo 1699, while king William was abroad, the 
duke orGloucefier was taken ill on his birth-day 
at Windfor, where he had over-heated himfelf 
with dancing. Whatever was really his highnefs'g 
diftemper, the phyiicians who attended him are faid 
to have judged it to be the fmall-pox, and to hav^ 
M 4 ' prefcribed. 
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prescribed accordingly, but without fucccf?. The 
V. hole court was alarmed at this affair, and the prin- .. 
ce(s of Denmark, nctwithftanding her refetitment 
cf Or lladciiffe's behaviour to her, was prevailed 
upon by the countefs of Marlborough and. Jady 
> reichville to fend for him. Upon the firft fight 
of the royal youthi RadclifFe gave it as his opinion, 
that there was no poffibility of recovering him i and 
it is e\cn laid, that he mentioned the very hour«on 
which he would die the next day, and that he died 
;:t that lime accordingly. However, with great 
difficuhy, RadclifFe was prevailed on' to hold a 
confuliation. with the two phyliciins who had at- 
tended the young prince ; but he could not refrain 
from the biitcreft invcdives againft them on the 
occafion. 

At the clofc of the year lyoij king William, on 
his return from Holhnd, finding himfclf much out 
of order. Tent for Dr. RadclifFe to attend him at 
Keniin^ton. After the neceflary qu^ftions had been 
}ut by the phyfic aa to the 'rovrf! patient, the 
king, fhewing his lejs, which were much fwelled, 
while the reft of his bcdy was greatly. emaciated 5 
♦* Doctor, faid he, what think you of thefe ? '* 
'Why truly, replied Radclif|e, I would not have 
jojr majefly*s two legs for ) our three kingdoms.'* ' 
This. b:unt anfwer, though the king feemed to 
take i*o notice of it, is faid to have given him fo 
rruch ofFence, that he never Tent for RadclifFe after- 
wards, though he continued to make afe of his diet- 

- diihiks, till within th.ee days before his death. And 
it is obferved by the writers of RadclifFe's life, that 
t*.e king*s death happened much about the time 
which the dodor h^jd calculated ; and which the 
king had frequently faid to the earl of All'>emar^c 
would come to pafsf in verification of RadclifFc^s 
pt.^diftion, - ; 

- - Upon 
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Upon the acceffion of queen Anne to the throne^ 
the earl of Godolphin, who had a great reg.rd for 
Radcliffe, endeavoured to get him appointed prin* 
cipaF phylician to the queen ; but her niajefty conld 
not be prevailed upon to confent to this, faying, 
** that RadclifFe ^ould fend her word again, that 
her ailment was nothing-but the vapour?.'' How- 
ever, in all cafes of emergency^ he was conMnuallv 
advifed with ;- and vva^ paid large fums for his pri- 
vate pre'Cfipiions for the queen. 

J" *703» the marquis of Biandford, only for^ t6 
the duke of Marlborough, was t^ken i I of the 
fmalj-pox at Cambridge, where he was fent to pro- 
fecutc his fludies. Radcliffe was ,dc fired to go' 
down to the univeifity to attend him ; but as he 
had the tnarchionvfs of Worcefter, and feveral 
other perfons cf quality,' then unJcr his hand , 
who flood in need of his daily vifits, he declined 
going to Cambridge, but fent down prcfcnptions 
for the young marquis, and direilicns how he 
lliould be treated. It was his praftlce to g'.ve his 
patients who were ill of that dfeafc, as much air 
as coukl be> well allowed thrm, and to fet open 
their chamber windows, jnfl'^ad of fliflin:^ thtm, 
in the luiimer-feafo!> ; and alTo to fet clown ftrong 
broths, and nch cordials, in his icgimcn, that the 
puftules might be forced cut, and tillvd the fooncr, 
contrary to tlie me. rods in vo.,ue wilh the phyfi* 
cians of Cambridge; who, init.ad of kccpirgthcin 
in full ftrcngth that nature n ight operate, and 
have its proper cour.'c, weakened ihcm, by ieitipo* 
them blood, and' darkening the chamS^rs wherein 
they lay, for fearofihvir catching cold. But thofe 
who. had tiie cue of the inarquis.*s licalth, inftcad 
0/ oblerving the mfthoda which Radc!iffc had pre* 
fcribed, took their owo meafuics of bleeding, ^c. 
which ilruck the fmall-pox ipto the l1:om..ch, from 
M 5 ^ whence 
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whence it wai not in*the power of art to raife It again. 
The duchefs of Marlborough being accquainted 
witlv the dangcraus fituation of her fon, went in 
perfon to Dr. Radcliffe's houfe, to folicit bis affift- 
ance. But as foon as he had heard in what man« 
ner the young marquis had been treated, and the 
duchefs continuing very urgent with him to go 
down to Cambridge;; he is faid to have addrefled 
birafelf to her in the following terms: ** Madam, 
1 (hould only put you to a great expence to no pur- 
pofe; for you have nothing to do for his lordihip 
now, but to fend down an undertaker to take care 
of bis funeral; for I can afiure your grace, *hc is 
dead by this time of a diftemper called ^^^ doA^fy 
though he would have been recovered from the 
fmall-pox, had it not been for the intervention of 
thit unfortunate malady." Nor was he, it is faid, 
out in his conjedures ; for as foon as the duchefs 
bad i-eturned to her apartments at St. James's houfe, 
a* melJenger arrived with the news of the young 
snarqui^'s death. 

In 1704, a general colleftion being made for 
propagating the Gofpel in foreign parts, Dr. Rad- 
chffe, unknown to any of the fociety, fettled 50I. 
per annum, payable for ever to them, under*a con- 
c-^alcd name. In the feme year, he alfo made a pre- 
fe..t of 500I. to the deprived bifhop of Norwich, 
to be diftributcd among the pocft non-juring clergy ; 
but he defired this alfo to be kept fecret; and it was 
not known till after the biOiop's death from whence 
the benefa61ion came, but it was then difcovered, 
hy RadclifFe's, letter upon the fubjeft being- found 
?.ifjmg the prelate's papers. 

A few days before the death of prince George 
cl Denmark, hufband to queen Anne, application 
i?i;s made to Dr. RadclifFe to attend him. The 
} r.f'ce had for fome years before been troubled with 
<ii; al^^hiha and a dropfy^; for the cure of which, he 

was 
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'was pcrfuaded by her majefty, and his own phyii'r 
eians, to go to Bath. Accordingly, be went thi- 
ther, accompanied by the queen^ the year before 
he died; and as he thought himfelf much better 
after he came to Bath, the queen and court expreited^ 
their admiration at the healing virtues of the wa- 
ters there, and applauded the ikill of the phyficiaas 
who had advifed the journey. But RadclifFe then 
faid, "that the enfuing year would let them all 
know their miftakes, in fbllowtng fuch prepoderous 
and unadvifed cpunfels ; fince the very nature of 
a dropfy might have^ led thofe, whofe duty it was 
io have prefcfibed proper medicines for the cure of 
it, into other precautions for the fafety of fo illui* 
trious a patfent, than the choice of means that muft 
unavoidadly feed it." And indeed the prince foon 
fell into a relapfe; and, after a fix-month's ftruggle, 
was feized in fuch a manner with violent fhivcrings 
and convulfions, on the 22d of 06lober, 1708, 
that his phyficians were of opinion Dr. RadclifFe 
was the only perfon now to be applied to. In pur- 
fuance of this advice, the queen, fitting afide for- 
mer refentments, out of concern for the prefervation 
of the prince's life, caufed RadclifFe tobcfent for 
in one of her own coaches ; and was pleaied to 
tell him, " that no rev^rards or favours ihould be 
wanting, cobld he but remove the convulfions die 
waf troubled with, in the cafe of thoie which her 
dearly beloved hufband bore." But the doftor, who 
was unaccuftomed - to flattery, inftantly e^ave her 
Hiajefly to underfland, that nothing but death could 
releafe his highnefsftom the pangs he was afflifted 
with; and faid, ** that though it might be a rule 
among furgeons to apply cauitick^ to fuch as were 
burnt or fcalded, it was very irregular amongiphyfi* 
cians to drive and expel watery humours f otj the 
body by draughts of the fame element. However, 
. M 6 he 



«a T H E L I F E O F 

he would leave fometbing in writing, whereby 
fuch hyclropics and anodynes ihould be prepared for 
liim, as (})ould give him an eafier paiVage out of 
tl is world 5 fince he had been fo tampered with, 
that nothing in the art of phylic could keep the 
prince alive more than fix days,** And ^rccordingly 
be diedcn the aSth of the fame month. 

Dr. Radc^ifFe was himftlf fuffickntly addifled 
to the accumulation of weahh ; yet be was apt to 
treat ih ft with great rohtcmpt, who behaved to 
him In a mean" or niggardly manner. This was 
rcmakably exemphfied iu the cafe of Mr. Tyfon 
of Hackney, a pevlon of great^ weahh, and who 
was (aid at the time of his death to be worth more 
than 300,0001. It happened that th's man, who 
was as much diftingu Ihed by tlve meannt^fs of his 
fou^, as f'.ir the largenefs vf his fortane, hadfo long 
dealt' with quacks, for cheapneis fake, that he was 
reduced to the loweft ebb of life; his continuance 
in it beirvg in a manner defpaired of. His friends 
and neighbours had repeated their inftanccs witli 
him to no manner of purpofe, that he would apply 
to fome able phyfician for advice, as his cafe ap- 
jpearcd to be fo dangerous ; but the experce fcemed 
to he a greater terror than even the apprehenfions of 
death iifelf. At length, however^ the extreme near 
view of the next world^ friglitened him into a rc- 
fo Union of ufing fome proper jiicans to make his 
abode in ihi5 as loflg as poflible. ^Fn order to which, 
hp pitched upon Dr. Radclifte, as tlie only perfon 
cipable cf giving him relief in this dangerous ftatc: 
Bat the gi-tat difficulty was, how to keep the doc- 
tor from difcovering him, fo that he might procure 
the afliftance without tlie ufuai cxp^nce. At laft-, 
wirh that view, he and his wife agreed to wait upon 
the dodlor at his own houfe j and being carried io 
their own coach to the Royal* exchange, there they 
4 ' hired 
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hired a hack to Bloomfbury, where RadclifFc then 
li*?cd. When they came 10 his houfe, with two 
guineas rn band, and a very mean habit, Mr. Tyfoa 
opened his cafe to the doftor, not without alleg- 
ing his poverty, as a motive for having advice up- 
on moderate terms. But nei'her his iicknefs nor his 
apparel had difguifed him fo much as to deceive 
RadclifFe, who happened to know his fice. He 
had, therefore, no fooner heard what he had to fay, 
and taken his gold, but he teld him, that '^ he 
might gO- home, and die and be damned, without 
a fpCwdy repentance; for both death and the dci il 
were ready for one Tyfon of Hackney, who had 
raifed an immenfe eftate out of the fpoils of the puh- 
lick, and the tears of orphans and wido^^s; and would 
certainly be a dead man in ten days." And th€ c- 
vent, we are told, did not falfify the prediflion ; 
for the old ufurcr returned to his houie, quite con- 
founded with the fentence that had been pafTed upon 
tim, and died within eight days after. 

In t7i2t, the young duke of Beaufort, who waa 
an intimate friend and companion of Pr. Radcliffe, 
was- taken ill of the fmalUpox at his houfe in Lon? 
don. The doftor being f«nt for, found his grace's 
chamber window-fhutters clofed up in fuch a man- 
ner, by the order of the duchefs his grandmother, 
that hardiy a breath of air could come into the 
room, fo that the duke was almoft deprived of the^ 
very means of Tcfpi ration. This had been the prac- 
.tice of the phyficians when ihe duchels was young, 
and therefore flie was refolved to abide by this me* 
thod, as the moft proper in this conjundure, being 
fearful that her grandlon mi^ht otherwife catch cold, 
by which means flie might lofe a life that was fo dear 
to her. She had alio tuken a refohuion to give hep 
attendance upon the duke in perfon, during hisfick- 
&efs, and was in tiie moil violent conflernacion and 

paflioa 
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|>affion imaginable, when Dr. RadclifFe, at hts firft 
Vifit, ordered the curtains of the bed to be drawn 
Open, and the light to be let in as ufual into his bed-- 
chamber. ** How! (faid the ducbcfs) have yon a 
mind to kill my granofon ? Is this the tendernefs 
and affcftiori you have always expreffcd for his per- 
fon ? 'Tis moil certain, his grandfather and I were 
ufed after another manner ; nor {hall be be treated 
othcrwife than we were fince we recovered \ and 
lived to a great age, without any fuch dangerous 
experiments.*' **Ail this may be (replied RadclifFe), 
wjtl muff be free with yonr grace, and tell you, 
that, unlefyyou will gjve me your word, that you'll 
inffautly go home to Chelfea, and kave the duke 
wholly to my care, I fhall not ftir one foot for him : 
which if you will do, without intermeddling "with 
your unnecefl'ary advicr, my life for his that he 
never mifcarries, but will be at liberty to pay you, 
a vifit in a month's time." ^ 

At laft, with mufh difficulty, the dutcliefs was 
perfuaded to acqui^fce ; and had the fatisfa£tion to 
fee her grandfon in the time limited at Chelfea, and 
. reftored to perfeft health. In confequence of which, 
file had fuch an implicit faith in. RadclifTe's ikill 
afterwards, that though " (he was then in the 85th 
year of her age, fhe declared, ** it, Was her opinion, 
(he fhould never die while he lived, it being in 
his power to give length to her days, by his never- 
failing medicines." ^ 

About this time, the renowned prince Eugene 
came, over into England ; and it happened in a (hort 
time after his arrival, that the Chevalier de Soifibns 
his highncfs's nephew, in a. nightly encounter with 
the watch, was fo bruifed, that he was thrown into 
a violent fever, which was falfely faid to terminate 
in the fmall-pox, to cover the reproach of fuch an 
unprineely difaften Hereupon Dr. RadclifFe, beiog 
..2 , called 
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called upon for his advice, vtry frknkly told the 
prince, *^ that - he was extremely concerned he 
could be of no fervice to him, in the recovery of a 
perfon fo dear and nearly related to him, as the 
chevalier, iince the Sieur Swartenburgh, his high- 
ncfs'^ phyfician, had put it out of his power, by 
miflaKing the nature of the diftmper; but that he 
fhould hold it among the greateft honours he had 
ever received, if he might have, the happinefs of 
entertaining fo great a general, to whofe noble at- 
chievements the world Was indebted, at his poor 
habitation."' The chevalier died foon after, and 
was interred in Weftminfter-abbey. But prince 
Eugene, afterwards remembering Dr. Ra>Jc)ifFe^s iii* 
vitation, fenl^ him word, that he intended to come 
and dine with him on a certain day. .The doftor 
made provifion accordingly, but, inftead of ragouts 
and other faOiionabl^ diChes, ordered his table to 
be covered with folid difhes of beef, pork,, and mut- 
ton, dreffed after the Englifli manner, for the firft 
courfe ; at which feveral of the nobility who were 
prefent, and were little accultomed to whole joints 
of butchers' meat, made light of the dofkor's enter* 
tainment. But the prince,' upon taking leave of him 
faid in French, " Doflor, I have been fed at other 
tables like a courtier, but received at yours as a foU 
dier ; for which I am highly indebted to you, fince 
I muft tell you, that I am more ambitious of being 
called by the latter appellation than the former. 
Nor can I wonder at the bravery of the Britilh 
nation, that has fuch food and liquors (alluding to 
fome very fine ale) of their own growth, as wh«t 
you have'this day given us a proof of." 

In I7i3>' Dr.* RadclifFe was elcfted member of 
parliament for the town of Buckingham ; and when 
the malt tax bill was brought in, whereby the Scots 
were to be aifelTed in proportion to that part of 
Great Britain called England, the do£lor made the 

following 
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following fliort fpecch in the Houfc of Cooiixxons in 
favo>ir of the bill : 

• * Mr. Speaker, 

• I am fenfiblc, that though I am an old man,. 
T am but a young member, and therefore fliould 
decline fpeaking ti-l my betters have delivered their 
fentiments ; but young and old are obliged to Ihew 
their duty to their country, which I look upon with 
the eyes of a fon to his parent. CroEfus's fon, that 
was tongue-tied, fpoke when his father was in dag- 
ger; and I, who otherwife ftiould have no relifli 
for fpeech-making, do the fame up >n much the 
fame, motive. The North BritiOi member that 
fpoke lad, fays, their nation has had hard(hips 
enough put upon them ia other matte; s relating 
to the Union, not to have an addition made to them 
in this article of the jpalt-tax. But by that wor- 
thy gen tlenwn*s leave, I muft'beg the favour to fay> 
that all the hardfhips, if any, lay on the fide of 
England. For as I take it, to give on the one parr^ 
and to receive oh the other, are two different caies : 
therefore, it is iJut fitting they (hould refund the 
equivalent we, who are fuch great gainers by it, 
made them a prefent of, or acquiefcc in this duty 
upon malt, which will not* come to the 20th part 
of it. Since it is very reafonablc that we, who have 
given them money to come and incorporate with 
us, pught to have it returned us again, if ihey 
riefufe to be upon equal terms with us. This is 
my fenfe of the matter ; therefore 1 am for reading 
the bill a fecond time.' The doctor alfo made a 
fpeech in favour of the btU to prevent the growth 
of fchifm. 

J On the firft of Anguft, 17 14, queen Anne died ; 
and^a report was foun after propagated, that not 
<jnly the privy-council, but the queen herfelf, bad 

givea 
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g»ven orders for Dr. Radcliffb to be prefent at a con- 
fultation with thcotb^r phyficians, and that he ex- 
cufed himfelf from coming, undsr pretence of an 
indifpofition. This rumour^cauied a confiderable part 
of the nation to be much incenfed againft Radcliffe : 
but the truth is faid to be, that his name was never 
fo much as mentioned, either by the queen or any 
one lord of the council ; and that he was only fcnt 
to by the lady Mafham, two hours before her nia- 
jefiy's death, without their knowledge, after the 
doftor had received the particulars of her cafe from 
Dr. Mead. RadcIifFe was then down at his feat at 
CafchaUon, or Carfliahon, much afflifted with the 
gout, which had feized his head and ftomach, and 
made him utterly unfit to travel. However, he fent 
word by the mcflenger, " that his duty to her ma- 
jefty would oblige him to attend her, had he proper 
orders for fo doing ; but he judged as matters at that 
junfturc ftood bjtweeii him and the queen, who 
had taken an antipathy a-gainft him, that his pre- 
fence would be of more differvice to her maj fty 
than ufe ; and that fince her m?jefty's cafe was 
defperate, and her diftemper incurable, he could not 
at all think it proper to give her any difturbance in 
her laft moments, which were fa very near at hand ; 
but rather an aft of duty and compaflion, to let her 
majefty die as eafily as was poffible." 

Many perfons, however, continued to be much 
exafpierated againft Radcliffe, for his fuppofed neg- 
left of the late queen ; fo that one of his old 
friends, and with whom he had always voted on the 
tory fide, made a motion in the Houfe of Commons^ 
that Dr. Radcliffe might be fummoned to attend hv 
his place, in order to be cenfured for not waiting 
upon the queen in her iaft extremities^ This is 
referred to in the following letter which- the doftor 
wrote to another of hit friends ; 

• Dear 
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Dear Sir, ^^^^ ^^/^ 

• r could not have thought fo old an acquaint- 
ance, and fo good a frjend as Sir John always pro- 
ftflid himfelf, would have made fuch a motion 
againft me. God knows my will to do her majefly 
any fervicc has ever got the ftart of my ability j 
and I have nothing that gives me greater anxiety 
and trouble, than the death of that great and glo- 
rious princefs. I niuft dp that juftice to the phy- 
ficians that attended her in her illnefs, from a fight 
of the metliod that was taken for iier prefervation, 
t^-anfmitted roe by Dr. Mead, as to declare nothing 
wa« Qmitted for ber prefervation ; but the people 
about her (th« jJagues of Egypt fall on them) put 
it out of the power of phyfic to be of any benefit to 
her. I know the nature of attending crowned heads 
in their laft moments, too wdl, to be fand of wait-* 
ing upon them, without being fent for by a proper 
authority. You have heard of pardons being figned 
for phyficians b'efore a fovereigri's demife. How- 
ever, as ill as I was, I would have went to the queen 
in a horfe-litter, had either her majefty, or thofe m 
commilfion next to her, commanded me fo to do. 
You may tell Sir John as much, and afiure him 
from me, that his zeal for her majefty will not 
excufe his ill ufage of a friend, who has drank many 
a hundred bottles, with him, .and cannot, even after 
this breach of a good imderftanding, that ever was 
preferved between us, but have a very good efteem 
for him. I muft alfo defire you to thank Tom 
Chapmana for his*fpeech in my behalf, fince I hear 
it IS the firft he ever made, which is takcnthe more 
kindly; and to acquaint him that I (hall be glad 
to fee him at Caiehaltcm, £ace I fear (for fo the 
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goat tells me) that we fhall never fit any naore ia 
the Haufc of Commons together. 

* I am,, Dear Sir, 

* Yours, with the greateft friendfhip 

* and obrervance, 

* JOHN RADCLIFFE/ 

The indignation of many againft the doftor, ef- 
pecially of the more violent tories, who profeffed a * 
great reverence for the memory of queen Anne, was 
at length carritd to fuch a height, that he was not 
without flrong apprehenfions of being affaffinated. 
This appears from the following letter, which he 
wrote tp Dr. Mead, and which was diredled to that 
phyfickn, at Child's cofFee-houfe, ifi St« Paul's 
■church-yard. 

'Dearbir, Aujufts, 1714. 

•^ I give you and your brother many thanks for 
the favour you intend me to-morrow \ and if there 
is any other friend that will be agreeable to you, 
he (hall meet with an hearty welcome from me : 
Dinner Oiall be on the table by two, when you 
(hall be fure to find me ready to wait on you. Nor 
fliall X be at any other time from home, becaufe 
I have received leveral letters that threaten me with 
being pulled in pieces, if ever I come to Londpj. 
After fuch menaces as thefe, it is eafy to imagine, 
that the converfation of two fuch very good friends^ 
is not only txtrptoely defirable, but the enjoyment 
of it will be a great happi^iefs and fatisfadion to 
him, who is, " 

* Dear Sir, 

* Your moft obliged humble fervant,. 

* JOHN RADCLIFFE/ 

Tlierc 
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There is reafon to believe, that the DoflorV 
chagrin at his having incurred fo much od turn as 
rendered it unfafe for him to go abroad, and his 
confinement at home on that account, greatly con- 
tributed towards fhortenmg his life. Indeed, he 
aiTerts this hioiftlf, in a letter he wrote to the earl 
of Denbigh, which is dated the I5rh of Oftober, 
1714. * Your lordfhip, fays he," is too well ac- 
quainted with my temper to imagine, that I could 
bear the reproaches of my frends, and threats of 
my enemies, without laying them deeply at heart ; 
efpecially fince there are no grounds ior^ the one, 
nor fcundation for the other;, and you will give 
xne credit when I fay thefe confiderations alone 
have fhortencd my days. I dare pcrfuade myfclf, 
that the reports which have been raifed of me, re- 
lating to my non-attendance on the queen in her 
laft momehts, -are received by you, as by others of 
my conftant and affured friends, with an air of 
contempt and dilbelief ; and could wifli they made 
as little imprtflion on me. But I find them to be 
infupponalle, and have' experienced, that iho'jgh 
thciC are repellent medicines for difeafes of the 
body, thofe of the- mind are too ftrong and impe- 
tuous for the feeble refiftange of the moft powerful 
artift.* 

In this letter, Radcliffe alfo regrets, that he had 
indulged himfelf in fuch liberties with his bottle 
companions, and advifes lord Denbigh, who was 
one of them, to adopt a more regular courfe of life. 
• Your lordfliip knows how far an air of jollity has 
obtained amongft you and your acquaintance, and 
how many of them, in a few years, have died 
martyrs to cxcefs. Let me conjure you, therelore, 
for the good of your foul, the prefervation of 
your health, and the benefit of the publick| to, deny 
yourfelf the dcftruftivc liberties you have hitherto 

taken; 
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-talcen-; and which, I muft confefs, with a heart 
full of for row, I have been too great a partaker of 
in your company.* 

RadclifFe had long before this, fent fome advice ' 
of the fame kind to lord Craven, which was oc- 
cafidned byihe untimely end of their common, 
friend, Mr. William Nutley. And when that 
nobleman died," the doftor wrote a letter to the 
duke of Beaufort, in which, after obfcrving, that 
the diforder which carried off lord Craven, was 
brought on him by his free manner of living, he 
recomm*cnded it to his grace,, to confult the pre- 
fcrvation of his health, * by letting the exercifes 
of the field fhare with the pleafures of the bottle.* 

An inftance of RadcHfFe's generofity to this Mr. 
Nutley deferves to be recorded. This gentleman 
being fomewhat indifpofed, the doftor made him 
a vifit both as -a friend and a phyfician ; but upon 
examining into the ftate of his health, he found that 
his diforder lay rather in his mind than his body, 
and fufpefted that it arofe from fome embarraffment 
in his circumftances. RadclifFe, therefore, went 
away, and told him, h5 would prefcribe fuch a 
remedy as Ihould infallibly cure him. Accordingly 
he foon after fent him two hundred guineas ; with 
a. letter, in which he affured him that three hun- 
dred more were at his fervice. And he found that he 
had adopted the right method of treating his friends 
' cafe, who was much fooner recovered from his 
indifpofition by the doAor's money, than he would 
have been by any medicines which he could have 
prefer i bed for him. 

Dr. RadclifFe died on the ift af Noverhber, 1714,; 
and his body lay in ftate, at the houfe where he 
died^ till the 27th of that month. It was then, 
removed to the houfe of an undertaker in the Strand, 
from whence it was conveyed to Oxford, where it 

was 
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was interred on Friday the third of December fol- 
lowing, on the Jbuth-eaft fide of the organ- gallery 
in St. Mary's church, in that univerGty, to which 
he had left by his will the greateft part of his 
eftate. All the colleges ^and halls in the univerfity 
were direfted to toll a bell on the day on which 
the doftor was buried ; as had ahb been done two 
day^ before, when an oration was. made* in honour 
of his memory by the univerfity-orator. His fu- 
neral was attended by the yice-chancellor, the 
regius profcflbr of phyfick, and all of thaX faculty ; 
by the noblemen of the univerfity, the dolors and 
bachelors of divinity and law, and the m^ers 
of arts. And before the interment, a Latin oration 
was made over the body in the convocation- houfe. 

We (hall hereinfert, the charafter of Dr. Radcliffe, 
as drawn by the author of the Britifh Biography, 
8vo. in the feventh volume of that work : 

* Dr. Radcliffe was the moft celebrated phyfician 

* of his time, and was generally confidcFcd as fu- 

* perior to all others as a fuccefsful praftitioner. 

* His greateft excellence feems to have been an happy 

* fagacity in finding out the caufes of difeafes, 

* which the better enabled him to apply the proper 

* remedies. As he was a^tto fpeak conteraptuoufly 

* pf other phyfici^ans and of their modes of praftice, 

* fo the gentlemen of the faculty in his own time, as 

* weU as fince, have fpoken very flightingly of him 

* in their turn. It is probable, that people in ge-; 

* neral entertained too high an opinion of him, to the 
•^prejudice of other phyficians of real merit; but, on 

* the other hand, there feems reafon to believe, that 

* thofe of the fame pro feffion have not done juftice 
' to the medical abilities of Radcliffe. Sir Hans Sloane 

* had an high opinion of Radcliffe*s merit ; and, in 

* ojcj'^r to exprefs more emphatically his contempt of 

* fuch perfons as fpent the beft part of their time 

'in 
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* in niceties of langiaage and verbal criticifms, be 

* obferves, in the introduftion to the fecond volume 

* of his Natural Hiftory of Jamaica, that one of this 

* turn would needs perfuade him, that Dr« Radcliffe 
J could not cure a difeafe; becaufe he had ken a re- 

' cipeof his, wherein the vford Piluia was fpclt with 

* II, Radcliffe was not a hard ftudent» but he cer« 

* tainly had a liberal education, and was unqueftion-* 
^ ably a man of wit, and firong natural underfland- 

* ing ; and the uncommon extenfivenefs of his prac- 

* tice, muft have greatly contributed towards increaf* 

* ing his ikill and abilities as a phylician/ 

By his will Dr* Radcliffe left loool. per annum 
to his fifter, Mrs. flannali Redfliaw, for her life ; 
to his lifter, Mrs. Millicent Radcliffe, 50oK per 
annum for her life ; and to^two of his nephews,^ to 
one 500I. per annum for life, and to the other'aooU 
He alfo gave the fum of 500I. per annum for ever 
to St. Bartholomew's Hofpital,* towards mending 
the diet of the patients ; and alfo lool. for ever, for 
buying linen for the faid hofpitaL He alfo gave an- 
nuities for their lives to five of his fervants ; and to 
his four executors 5O0I. each, for their trouble. 

But the principal part of his jeftate he bequeath- 
ed to the univerlity of Oxford, to which lie was a 
very munificent benefaftor. He left all his-eft^tes 
in York'fliire in truft,' to pay thereout 600I. per an- 
num to two perfons, to be chofen out of the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, when they are mafters of arts, 
and entered on the phyfic line. They are to receive 
this fum for their maintenance for the fpace of ten 
years,, and no longer; the half of which time, at 
leaft, they are to travel inparts beyond fea, for their 
better improvement. And the yearly overplus of 
his Yorkfhire eftates he left to Univerfity-collegc 
in Oxford, for the buying perpetual advowfonsv for 

the 
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the members of that college He alfo left five thou- 
faiid pounds for building the front of Univerfity- 
college, down to Logic-lane, anfwerable to the 
front that was already built ; and for building the 
Mafters lodgings therein, . and chambers for his 
two travelling fellows. He likewifeleft forty thou- 
fand pounds for building a library in Oxford, and 
purchafing the lands on which it Was to be built : 
and gave one hundred and fifty pounds per annum 
for- ever, as a falary for the library- keeper ; one 
-hundred pounds per annum for ever, for purchaf- 
ing books for the faid library ; and one hundred 
pounds ;per annum for keeping it in- repair^ 

The Radcliffean Library was finifhed in the year 
1747, and is a great ornament to the univerfity of 
Oxford. James Gibbs was the architect by whom 
it was erefted. Itftands in the middle of a magni- 
ficent fquare, formed by St. Mary's Church, the 
public fchools, and Brazen-nofe and All-fouls 
colleges. It is a fumptuous pile of building, Hand- 
ing upon arcades, which, circularly difpofed, in- 
clofea fpacidus dome, in the center of which is the 
library itfelf, and into which there is. an afcentby. 
a flight offpiral fteps, well executed. The Library, 
which has been ftiled a complete pattern of elegance 
and majefly in building, is adorned with fie com- 
partments of ftucco-. It is enclofed by a circular 

~ l'eries~of arches, beautified, with feftoons, and fup^ 
ported by pilafters of the Ionic order; behind' thefe 
arches are formed two circular galleries above and 
below, where the books are difpcH'ed in elegant ca- 
binets : the compartments of the cieling in the up- 
. per gallery are finely ftuccoed : the pavement is of 

, two colours,' and made of a particular fpecies of (lone, 
brought from Hart's foreft in Gerrrlany ; and over 
the door is a flatue of Dr. RadclifFc, well executed 

by 
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by Ryfbrack. The finifhing and decorations of 
this Attic edifice are all in the higheft tafte ima- 
ginable ; and the beautiful area in which this noble 
hbtary ftands is adorned with a confiderable num- 
ber of obelifks and lamps. 

As Dr. RadclifFe's eftate* produced more than 
wasfufficient for the particular purpofes for which 
he bequeathed them, his truftees erefted and com- 
pletely furnilhed the public infirmary, at the north 
fide of the city of Oxford ; and which is-'deno- 
"VTH", ^*'! Radcliffe Infirmary, for the relief 
ot the Sick and Lame Poor, from whatever County 
recommended." This is an inftitution naturally cal- 
culated to be produaive of very CKtenfive benefit ^- 
as, in fuch a fitiiatioa as that of Oxford, it not on-^ 
ly relieves the poor, but fcrves as a fchool for thofe 
who ftudy tht healing art. 

.fuC-/^^"^'''"l Radclifie's Life and Letters, 
4th edit.8yo. ,736. Biog.Britana. Britifli Bloc 
vol. vii. 8vo. 1772. ■ *•• 
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The LIFE OF 
JOHN FLAM STEED. 

[ A. D. 1646, to 171-9.] 

JOHNFLAMSTE ED, the celebrated Aftro- 
nomer and Mathematician, ^was the fon af 
Stephen Flamfteed, a fqbftantid yeoman of Denby, 
a village in Dcrbyfhire, where he was born in the 
•year 1646. He had from his infancy a natural ten^ 
dernefs of conftitution, which he could never fur- 
mount. He was educated at the free^fcbool of 
Derby ; and at fourteen ye^rs; of age was afflift^d 
with a fevere fit of ficknefs, which being followed 
by a confumption, and other diftempers, prevented 
bis going to the univerfity, as had been intended. 
He was taken from fchool in the year 1662, 
and, within a month x)r two after, had John de 
Sacrobofco's book *' De Sphaera" lent him^ which he 
fet himfelf to read without^ny inftruSdr. This ac- 
cident, and -the leifure which lie now had, laid the 
J»^ouud•work of all that mathematical and aftrono- 
mical knowledge, for which he became afterwards 
io celebrated. He had aheady read a great ileal of 
hiftory, ecclefiaftical as well as civil; but this 
fubjea was entirely new to him, and he was greatly 
delighted with it. Having tranflated fo much from 
Sacrobofco as he thought neceflary into Englifh, 
he proceeded to make dials by the direftion of fuch 
ordinary hooks as he could procure ; and. having 
changed - piec» of aftrology, found axliong his 

father's 
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father's books, for Mr. Street's Caroline. Tables, he 
fet himfeif to calculate the places of the planets. 
He fpent fome part of his time, however, in aftro- 
logical ftudies, yet fo asto make them fubfervient 
to ufeful aftronomy ; for he never was captivated 
with the folemn pretenfions of that vain fcience. 

Having calculated by the Caroline Tables an 
cclipfe of the fun, which was to happen on the 
22cl of June, 1666, he communicated it to a relati- 
on, who fhewed it to Emanuel Halton Efq; of 
Wirigfieid-manor, in Derbyfhire. This gentleman 
was a good mathematician, as appears from fome 
of his pieces, publifhed in the Appendrx toFofter's 
Mathematical Mifcellanies. He came to fee Mr. 
Flamfteed foon after; and finding he was little 
acquainted with the aftronomical performances of 
others, fent him Ricciolus's New Almageft, in La- 
tin, and Kepkr*s Rudolphinc Tables, with fome 
other mathematical books to which he was before 
a ftranger. And from this time he profecuted his 
ftudics with great vigour, and with equal fuccefs. 

In 1669, he collefted fome remarkable eclipfes 
of the fixed liars by the moon, which would hap- 
pen in 1670, calculating them from the Caroline 
Tables ; and direfted tliem to lord Brounker, then 
prefident of the Royal Society. This piece being 
read before the Society, was fo much approved, 
that it procured him letters of thanks, dated Jan. 
the 14th, 1670, from Mr. Oldenburgh, their fecre- 
tary, and from Mr. John Collins. And after this 
he had accounts fent him of all the mathematical 
books which were pubUfhed, cither at hoiDC or 
abroad. 

Tn June, 1670, his father, who had hitherto dif- 

countenanced his ftudies, taking notice of his cor- 

refpondence with feveral iiigenious menwhom he 

had never fecn, advifed him to lake a journey to 

N 2 London, 
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London, that h^ might be perfonally acquainted 
with them. Mr. Flamftced gladly embraced this 
pfopofal, and vifited Mr. Oldenburgh and Mr. 
Cx)llins ; and tliey introduced him to Sir Jonas 
Moore, one of the moft eminent mathematicians 
of thofe times, and the firft Enghfli author of a 
Syftem of Mathematics. Sir Jonas took Mr. Flam- 
fteed under his proteftion, prefented him Mr. 
Townley's micrometer, and undertook to procure 
him glalles for a telefcope at a moderate rate. 
Flamtteed fbon after went to Cambridge, where 
he vifited barrow, ., Roe* and Newton; and at 
the fame time he entered himfelf a ftudent of 
Jefus-coUege ; and Sir Jonas Moore contributed 
to his expences. 

In the fpring of the year 1672, he extrafied fome 
obfervations from Mr. Gafcoigne's and Mr. Crab- 
tree's Letters, on Mathematical Subje£ts, which had 
not been made public, and which he tranfiated mto 
Latin. He finilhed the tranfcript of Mr. Gafc6ignc's 
papers in May ; and fpent the remainder of the year 
in making obfervations, and in preparing advertife- 
ments of the approaches of the moon and planets 
to the fixed ftars for the following year. Thefe 
were publifhed by Mr. Oldenburgh in the Philpfo- 
pbical Tranfi£tions ; with fome obfervations on the 
planets, which Mr. Flarofteed ihiparted to him. 

In 1673, he wrote a fmall traft in Englifh concern- 
ing the true and apparent diameters of all the 
planets, when at their neareft or remoteft diftances 
from the earth. In 1674, he wrote an Ephemeris, 
to fhcw the falfity of aftrology, and the ignoraticc 
of thofe that pretended to it ; and gave a table of the 
moon's rifing and fetting carefully calculated, to- 
gether with the eclipfes and ?4)proaches of the moon 
and planetl to the fixed ftars. This was comniu- 
nicated to Sir Jonas Moore, for whom Mr. Flamfteed 

made 
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made a table of the moon's true Southing t^jat year ; 
from which, and Mr. Philips's Theory of the Tides, 
the high waters being made, he found that they 
Ihewcd the times oftheturnof the tides very nearly, 
whereas the comnwn feamen's rules w6ulderr fonie^ 
times two or three hours. 

In 1674, Mr. Fl^rnfteed pafling through London 
in the way to Cambridge, Sir Jonas Moore informed 
him, that a true account of the tides would be high- 
ly acceptable to hi.s majefty ; wpon, vyhich he com* 
pofed a fmall Ephemeris for the king's ufe. Sir 
Jonas had heard him often difcourfe of the weather 
glafs, or barometer, and the certainty of judging of 
the weatlier by it,, from a long feries of obfervations 
, he had made uppn it ; and now requefted him to fet 
him up a pair of thefc glaffes, which Mr, FJamfleed 
did, and left him materials for making mprc. Sir 
Jonas put a. high value on thefe.glafles ; . a\id ine;i- 
tiqiiing them as curipfitie* to the kinjj and d^ke 
of York, he was/ordered to ^xliibit them the next 
day, which he did, together with Mr. Flanlfteed^s 
direftions for judging of tlae Weather from their ri^ 
ling or falling. Sir Jonas was a very ii nee re friejid 
to Mr. Flam^leed; he took nwch pains to intro- 
duce him to the notice ai>d pjatronageof the l^yig 
and duke of York,;, and whenever he acquainted 
them with any tiling curious which he had gathered 
from Mr. Flamfteed's difcourfe, he tpld th.e'm frank- 
ly fronv whom he had it ; and alfo recommended 
hini. to. tlie* nobility and perfons of diftirifition about 
the court. 

Mt. Flamfleed having taken the degree of raaftcr 
of arts at Cambridge, refolved to enter into holy or- 
ders, and to fettle at a fmall living near Derby, which 
was in the gift of a friend of his father's. In the meart> 
ijne, Sir Jonas Moore having notice of his defign^ 
N 3 wrote 
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wrote to him to come to London, whitheF he 're- 
turned in February, 1675. He was entertained in 
the houfc of that gentleman, who had other views 
for him ; but Mr. F'lamftced perfifting in his refo- 
lution to lake orders, he did not difluade him from it. 
On the 4th of March following. Sir Jonas brought 
Mr. Flamfteed a warrant to be the' king's aftro- 
nomery with a falary of lool. per annurn, payable 
out of the Office of Ordnance, to commence from 
the Michaelmas before. This, however, did not 
induce him to relinquifh his defign of entering into 
holy orders ; To that the Eafter following he was or- 
dained at Ely-houfe by bifliop Gunning, who ever 
after converfed freely with him, and particularly 
upon the new philofophy and opinions, though that 
prelate always maintained the old. 

On the 10th of Auguft, 1675, the foundation of 
the royal obfcrvatory at Greenwich was laid ; and 
as Mr. Flamfteed was the firft royal aftronomer, 
for whofe ufe this edifice was ercfted, it ftill bears 
the name of Flamfleed-houfe, During the building 
of it he lodged at Greenwich ; and his quadrant and 
telefcopes being kept in the queen's houfe there, he 
obferved the appulfcs of the moon and planets to 
the fixed ftars. In 1681, his ** Doftrine of the. 
Sphere" was publifhed in Sir Jonas Moore's Syf- 
tern of the Mathematics. 

About the year 1684, he was prefentcd to the 
living of Barftow, near Blechingly, in Surrey, 
Of the manner in which Mr, Flanifleed obtained 
this living, the following accovint^ is given by Mr. 
Roger North. ** Sir Jo!us Moore once invited the 
lord- keeper North to dine with him at the Tower; 
and, after diniter, prefepted Mr. Flamfteed. His 
lordfhip received him with much familiarity, and 
encouraged him to come and fee him often, that he 

might 
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might have the pleafure of his converfation. The 
ftar-gazer was not wanting to hirafelf in that ; and 
his lordlhip was extremely delfghted with his ac- 
cotints and obfervations about the planets, cfpe- 

xially thofe attendant on Jupiter; Shewing how the 
cclipfcs of them, being regular and calculable, might 
reftify the longitude of places upon the globe, and 
demonftrating that light did not pafs inftantameoufly, 

' biit in time ; with other remarkables. in the heavens. 

. Thefe difcourfes always regaled his lordfhlp ; and 

. a good benefice falling void, not far from the ob- 
fervatory, in the gift of the great feal, his lordfhip 
gave it to Mt, Flaniftced ; which fet him at eafc in 

- his fortunes, and encouraged his future labours 

• from which great things were expefted ; as applying 
the Jovial obfervations to marine ufes, for finding 
longitudes at fea, and to cor reft the globes, cclef- 
tiaL and terreftrial, which were very faulty. And 
-irt otdcr to the firft» he had compo fed tables of the 

. cclipfes of the fatellites, which fhcwcd when they 
were to happen, one~ after another ; and of thefe, 
finely painted upon neat board, he made a prefcnt 
to his lordfhip.- And he had advanced his other 
<lefign of reftifying maps, by having provided large 
blank globes, on which he might infcribe his places 
correfted. Rut plenty and pains feldom dwell toge* 
ther; for as one enters, the' otl/er gives way; and, 
in this inftance, a good living, penfions, &c. fpoiled 
a good cofmographer and aftronomer ; fo very little 
is left of Mr. Flamfteed's fedulous and judicious 
applications that way/* 

. In juftice to Mr. Flamfteed, it (hould be obferved, 
that there appears no juft ground for North's reflec- 
tion againft him, at the clofe of the above paffage.. 
His aftronomical inquiries might not produce all 
the coufequences which he fometimes^ expeftcd 
N 4 from 
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from them ; ' but nothing of this kind fccms to hav^ 
arifcri from any \?ant of application in him: fo*' 
. the Philofophical Tranfaflion^ afford ample evidence 
of his aftivity and dihgence, as well as of his penlc- 
tration and exaSnefs, in aftronomical ftudies, after 
he had obtained the preferments that have been 
already mentioned, and which were all that ever 
were conferred upon him, , 

In December, 1719, Mr. Flainfteed was feized 
with The ftranguary, which carried him off on the 
lafl day of that month. He left a widow behind him, 
by whom he had no children. He had fpentagreat 
fart of his life in the purfuit of knowledge ; and - 
his uncommon meritasanaftronomer was acknofw-* 
ledged by the ableft of his contemporaries ; particu- 
larly by Dr. John Wallis, Dr. KdmundHalley, and 
Sir Ifaac Newton ; and amongft his foreign corre- 
fpondents, was the celebrated Caffini. 

His ** Hiftoria Cc&leftis Britannica" was publiflicd 
at London in 1725, in' three volumes, folio, and 
dedicated to the king, by his widow, Mrs. Marga- 
ret Flamfleed, ai>d' Mr. James Hcdgfon. Great 
part of this work had been printed pff before his 
death, and the reft complfeattd, except the Proiego* 
rnena prefixed to the third volume. 1 . 

The celebrated mathematician, Dr. John Kcill, 
obfervcs, "that Mr. Flamfteed, with indefatigable 
pains for more than forty years, watched the motions 
of the ftars, and has given us -innumerable obferva- " 
tions of the fun,- moon, and planets, which he made 
with yery large inflruments cxaftly divided by moft 
cxquiilte art, and fitted with telefcopical fights. 
"Whence we are to rely more upon the obfervatiohs 
he hath made, than on tlibfe that went before him> 
who had made their obfervations with the naked eye, 
without the afiiftance of tekfcppes. The faid Mr. 

Flamfleed 
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,FI«xifteed has likewife compofed the Britilh cata- 
logue of the6xed flars,. containing about tierce thou- 
fend ft?irs, which is twice the number that are in 
the catalogue of Hevelios, to each of which he has 

; annexed its longitude^ latitude, right afcenfion,'and. 
diftance from the pole,^ together with the variation' 
of right afcenfion and declination, while the longi- 
tude increafps a degree, . This catalogue, togethir 

.with moft of his dbfervations, is printed on. a fine- 
paper and charaAer,'^ 

*^* Jutborities. Biog. Britan^ New Gen%. 
Biog. DiSt. Brit. Biog. v,ol. vii. Kcil I 's Preface 
to his latrodudioa to the true Philofophy. 



Tre life of 

JOSEPH ADDISON. 

[ A. D. y6j2r to 1719. ] 

JOSEPH ADDISON,- the fon of Lancet 
lot Addifon, dean of Litchfield, was born at Mil* 
fton near Ambrofbury, in the county of Wilts, of 
which place his father was then re£tor, on the firft 
of May,. 1672 ; and being not thought likely to live, 
was baptized on tlie fame day, as appears fioni. the 
church -regifter. 

The firft rudiments of education^ he received 

lander the care of the reverend Mr. Naifh, at Am- 

brofbury. He was afterwards removed to a f9hool. 

;M: Salilbury, and from thence to the Charter-houfe, 

N 5 where 
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whare he was under the tuition of the learned Dr. 
Ellis, and where he contrafted an intimacy with 
Mr. Steele, afterwards Sir Richard, w^ich lafted 
as long as Mr. Addifon lived. 

He was not above fifteen when he went to the 
univerfity of Oxford, where he was entered of 
Queen's-^collcge, in which his father had ftudied. 
He applied himfelf at this time with fuch diligence 
to claiiical learning, th^t he had ac<(]uired an elegant 
Latin ftyle before he arrived at that age, in which 
lads ufually begin to write good Englifh. 

A paper of his verfes in that tongue, fell, by acci- 
dent, in the year 1687, into the hands of Dr. Lan- 
cafter, dean of Magdalen -college, who was fa well 
- pleafed with them, that he immediately procured 
their author's eleftion into that houfe, where he 
took his degrees of bachelor and matter of arts. 

His Latin poetry, in the^courfe of a few years, 
was exceedingly admired in both the univcrlities, 
and juflly gained him the reputation of a good poet, 
before his name was fo much as known in towiu 

it is not exaftly known at what age our author 
wrote fome of his Latin poems ; however, they 
wejre certainly written very early, and they ftill 
retain that high efteem which was firft conceived 
of them. They were publifhed in the fecond vo- 
lume of **Mufarum Anglicanarum Analedla,"andare 
as follows. I. " Pax Gullelmi /fufpuUs Europtg 
reddita^ 1697 ; Peace under the Aufpices of Wil- 
liam reftored to Europe." 2 *' Baromctri De^ 
'cnpiio ; A Defcription of the Barometer." 3. ^^Pra» - 
itn inter rigmaos i^ Grues conunijjum ; A Battle 

tween the Pigmies and the Cranes.'* 4. ** Re^ 
e^lo delineata ad altar e Coll, Magd, Oxon. A 
m upon the Rcfurreaion,^being a Defcription 
he Painting Cver the Altar in Magdalen- 
college in Oxford/' j. ** S^btrtfttrium ; The 
7 Bowling- 
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Bowling-Green.'^ 6. *.* ^d D. D. Hannes tnjignif- 
Jimum M^j^Uum <sf Poetam ; To Dr. Hannes/an ex- 
ctllent Phyfician and Poet, an Ode." 7. '* Ma- 
china gcjliculan'es^ Jlnglice\ A puppet-fhjew." 8. 
** j^d inftgn'Jfimum Firum JD. T, Burnettumy Sacra 
Tbeoria Tellutiy Auihorem \ To the celebrated Dr. 
Thomas Burnet, Author of the Theory of the 

Earth, an Ode.'* Thefe poems have been tran- 

ilated into Ehghfli by Dr, George Sewcl, of Peier- 
houfe, Cambridge; and by Mr. Newcomb, and 
Nicholas Amherft, fcfqrs^ both of Oxford. 

He was twenty-two years of age before he pul)- 
liflied any thing in Englifli ; and then appeared a 
copy of verfes addrefled to Mr, "Dryden ; which 
procured Him immediately, and that very defervedly, 
from the beft judges in that nice age, a great repu- 
tation. 

Not long after, hcpublifhed a tranflation of the 
fourth Georgic of Virgil (omitting the ftory of Arif- 
taeus) exceedingly commended by Mr. Dryden. He 
wrote alfo that difcourfc on the Georgics which is 
prefixed to them by way of preface, in Mr. Dry- 
ien's tranflation, and which is allowed to be one of 
the jufteft pieces of criticifm in our own, or in any 
other language. 

, Mr. Addifon now finding his reputation efla- 
blifhed as a poet, obliged the world frequently with 
poems upon different fubjefts ; amongft the reft, 
one dated the thir^ of April, 1624, dircfted t6 
Mr. H. S. that is, Henry Sacheverell, who was 
afterwards the famous Dr. Sacheverell ; with whom 
Mr. Addifon hved in perfe£l friendfliip, till it 
was diflblved by their difagreement in political 
principles. 

The following year, Mr. Addifon began to have 

higher views, which difcovered themfeivs in a poem 

' N 6 . to 
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to king WilliaiBy oh one of his campaigns, ad^refled 
to the lord keepcV Sir John Somers. - 

That judicious flatefman received this mark of a 
young author's attachment, with great politencfs ; 
took him thenceforward into the number of his 
friends ; and gave him, upon all occaiions, fignal 
proofs of a fincere efteera» 

He had been very preffingly foHcitedy while. at 
the univerfity," to enter Into holy orders ; which he 
feemed once lefolved on, probably frcm refpeft to 
his father; but his great modefty inclining him to- '' 
doubt his own abilities, he receded from his choice ; 
aiid having ihewn an iriclindtion to t/avel, he wa» 
encouraged ti> it by his patron, who, confidering 
that his country might be benefited by the travel* 
of a man of Mr» Addifon's fine genius, procured him 
from the crown an annual penficn of 300!. which 
enabled hiili to make a tour to Italy, at the latter 
end of F69Q. 

In 1 73 J J Mr^ Addifon wrote .from Italy ai> 
epiftolary poem to Montague, lord Habfax. This 
was mod jufily admired as a finiflied piece of its' 
kind; and indeed feme have pronounced it the 
very bell of Mr. Addifon's performances. 

This poem was tranllated by the Abbot Antonia 
Mario S^lvini, Gretk profelfor at Florence, into 
Italian verfe J which tranflation is printed with the 
original, in Mr» Tickell's q^uarto 'edition of Mr. 
Addifoja.^'s works. 

Lord Halifax tad, that year, been .impeached 
by the commons in patliamer.t, for procuring, ex- 
orbitant g.aiits from the crown to his own ufej 
jnd farther changed, with cutting down and waft- 
ing the timber in his majefty's fereftSy and with 
holding feveral offices in the Exchequer, that were 
inconfiftcnt, and defigned as checks upon each 

. . otheif. 
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other. The, commons hai likewife addrefled. the 
king to remove him from bis counfels and prefence 
for ever. . 

This attack had occafioned his retiring; and 
Mr. Addifon's addrefs at this time is a noble proof 

* of his gratitvde, as well as a lading monument of 
his jprood fcnfe. 

• Mr. Addifon came home in 1703. He would have 
returned earlier, had he not been thought of as ai 
proper perfon to attend prince Eugene, who coip* 
manded fgr the emperor in Italy; which employ- 
ment he would have been well pleafed wirh ; but the 
death of king William put an end to that plan, caufed 
a ceifation of his penfion, and left him without hope 
of preferment. 

He remained at home a very coniiderable fpace 
of time (his friends being then out of the miniftry) 
before any occafion ofte ed, either of his farther 
difplaying his great abilities, or of his meeting with 
any fuitable reward for the honour Jiis works had 
already done bis country. He was indebted to aa 
accident for both. 

In the year 17049 the lord treafurer Godolphin 
happened to complain to the lord Halifax, that the 
duke of Marlborough's vidory at Blenheim had not 
been celebrated in verfe in the -manner it deferved ; 
intimating, that he wou^d take it kindly, if his lord- 
ihip, who was the kno\frn patron* of the poets, 
would name a gentleman capable of writing upon 
fo elevated a fubjeit. 

Lord Halifax replied with fome quicknefs, that 

V he was well acquainted with fuch a perfon, but that 
^e would not name him ; adding, that he had long 
feen with indignation, men of na merit maintained 
in pomp and luxury at the expence of the publuk, 
while pcrforrs'of too much modefty, -w»th great abir 
lities, langaifhed' in obfcurity. The treafurer faid 

very 
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' very coolly ; that he was forry Ws lordfhip had 
occafion to make fuch an ohfervauon ; and that, 
for the future, he would take care to rendtr it Icfs 

' juft than it might be at prcfent; but that, in the 
mean titne, he would pawn iiis honcur,* whoever his 

. lordfhip fliould name, might vent^ure upon this 
theme without fear of loiing his time. Lord Halifax 
thereupon nan>ed Mr* .A^difon, hut infifted ,that 

. the treafurer himfelf fliould fend to huu, which he 
promi fed. 

Accordingly he prevailed upon Mr. Boyle, after- 
wards lord Carleton, chancellor of the exchequer, 
to go, in his, name, to Mr. Addifon, aiid coiunui- 
nicate to him the bufinefs 5 which he accordingly 
did in fo obliging a manner, tliat he readily enter- 
ed upon the talk. 

The k>rd-treaf«rer Godolphin faw the poem lic- 
fuTQ it was finished, when the author h*^ written 
fi'o farther than the fanioys fimile of the Angel ; and 
was fo w«ll pleafed with it, that he immediately 
cnade him a comraiffioner of appeals. 

This celebrated poem is intituled ** The Cam- , 
paign," addreffed to the duke of Marlborou-h, and 
contains a fhort vif w of the military tranfadiions 
in the year 1 704, with a very particular, as well as 

: foctcal defcriptioii of ^he-two great aftions at Schel- 
ieroberg and Blenheim. 

Several other eminent writers employed their pens ~ 
en thfi fame fubjeft ; particularly Mr. J.Philips, 
and Mr. Euftlen, who was afterwards poet-laureat. 
However, Mr. Addifon's was by far the moft ad- 
mired; and fojtie of "his warmtft friends have ven- 
tured to prefer this poem to the reft of his works. 

-Perhaps this is a partiality to the fubjeft, rather than 
to the piece itfelf, which, however fine, could not 
be the moft excellent of Mr, Addifon*s per.'brmaoces, 
beaufe of its r*atj3ra; irregularity. 

la . 
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, In 1705, Mr. Addifoti publiflicd an account of 
his travels, dedicated to lord Somers, From want of 
tafte, this performance was at firft but indifferently 
received ; but being at length carefully examined, 
and highly commended by trie mod eminent men 
of letters both at hom^ and abroad, it rofe to five 
times the original price before a fecond edition could 
be printed. 

The two great points laboured in thefe travels, 
are, the recommending the c^affic writers, and pro- 
moting the caufe of liberty. — Thefe points had 
been before purfdcd in the poetic epidle to lord 
Halifax, and therefore Mr. Ticlcellhas very jullly 
and judicLoufly obfcrved, 'that this epidle may be 
confidered as ihe text, upon which • the book of- 
travels is a large comment. 

The fame year, Mr. Addifon attended lord Hal i- 
, fax to Hanover; and, in the fucceeding ycar^ he 
was made choice of for under- fee retary to Sir Charles 
Htdges, then appointed fecrctary of ftate ; and foon 
after, the earl of Siuiderland lucceeding Sir-Charles 
in- that office, continued iVlr« Addifon in the poft of 
under-fecretary. 

Operas being at this time much in vogue, many 
people of diftinciion and true tafte importuned Mr. 
Addifon to make a tr-al, whether fenfe and found 
were really fo incompatible, as (ome admirers of the 
Italian pieces would repi-efent them. He was at laft 
prevailed upon to comply vvnh their requefts, and 
com pofed his inimitable ** Rofamond.** 

This piece was infcribed to the duchefs of Marl- 
borough ; and though it did not fucceed on the 
ftage, it has been, and ever will be, applauded in 
the clofet. 

About the fame] time, Addifon affifted the inge- 
nious Sir Richard Steele in bis play called '^H he Ten- 
der 
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der Haiband/' to which he wrote a humourous pra« 
logue. Sir Richard, whpfe |;ratitude was full as 
warm as his wir,. furprtzed him with a dedication ^ 
which may be confidered as one of the few monu- 
ments of pratfe, not unworthy of bim to whofe hp* 
jjour it was ercfted. 

In 1709, the marquis of Wharton, bcin^ appoint- 
ed lord-lieutenant of Ireland, carried overMr. Ad* 
difon into that kingdom, in the quality of his fecre- 
tary. Her roajefty alfo w;is pleafed, as a mark of 
her peculiar favour, to. augment the falary annexed 
to the place of keeper of the recpKls in that kingdon>i 
and to bellow it upon him. 

While he was in Ireland, his friend Steele pub- 
liflied the Tatler ; which appeared for the iirfl 
time on the 12th of April, 1709* Mr. Addifon dif- 
covcred the Author by an obfcrvation on Virgil,, 
which he had confimunlcatecl to him. This difco- 
. very led htm to farther affiftances, infomuch, that,, 
as Steele well exprefled it, he fared by this metos 
like a diftrefled prince who calls in a powerful neigh- 
bour to his aid; that isr,. be Was undone by his 
auxiliary. . Such was the fuperiority of Mr Addifon's 
genius, and fo true atade the town then had of correft 
and fine writing. 

The papers written by Mu Addifon were not dif- 
tinguifhed in this v col legion by any mark $ bat Sir 
Richard Steele, at the requeft of Mr. Tickell^ point- 
ed them out to him; and not only fo, but ihewed' 
him fuch as they were jointly concerned in: and 
thefe, as welt as his own, are printed in the fecond 
volume of Mr. Addifon^s works. 

. Upon . the change in the miniftrvj* our author 
being more at leifure, engaged oftener in that 
work, until its conclufion on the fecbiid of January,. 
1711. 

Immediately 
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Immedlatety after rhe Tatler was laid down^ 
Sir Richard Steele formed the projeft of the Spec* 
tator; the plan of which he concerted with Mr. 
Addifon* 

. The fir (I paper appeared on the \{t of March, 
1711 ; and in the courfe of that celebrated work, 
Mr. Addifon fufniflied a great part of thofe papers 
.which were moft admired. It was finifhcd on the 
fixth of September, 1712 i and Mr. Addiion, to pre- 
vent anydifputes or miftake, which might otherwife 
have happened, took care to diftingaifli his papers, 
'throughout the whole, by oi^t of the letters in the 
name of the mufe Clio; 

The affinity between the Tatlers, Spectators, 
and Guardians, makes it unneceiTary to enter mi* 
nutely into the merit of fucb papers as Mr. Addi- 
fon comributed, in the carrying on Che two laft un-* 
dertakings. In the S{)e6^ator$, the character of Sir 
Roger dc Coverlcy was his particular favourirc. We 
are told by a gentleman, who was thought to be 
well acquainted with Mr. Addifon's affairs, that 
he was fa tender of his charaftcr, as to go to Sir 
Richard Steele, on his publifhing a Spedlator, where- 
in he made Sir Roger pick up a woman in the tjcm- 
pie cioifters ; and would not part with bis friend, 
until he had promifed to meddle with the old knight^s 
charaftcr no more. However, Mr. Addifon, to 
make fure, and to prevent any abfurdities, which 
the authors of fubfequent Spe&ators\might' fall into, 
refolved to remove that charader out of the way ; 
or, as he pleafantiy exprefled it to a^ intimate friend, 
kill Sir Ro^er, that nobody eHe might murder 
him. 

When the old Spectator was laid down, a new 
one appeared ; which, though written by men of 
wit and genius, did not fucceed ; and they had 
the good fenfe not to pufh the attempt too f^irJ! 

Without 
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Withoat qii€ftion, ibq original Speflator will' al- 
wa>"s be cftccmcd, not only as excellent in ks 
nature and executioiXj but as truly honourable lo 
the times in which it was received with fo much ap- 
plaufe. 

The Guardian, a paper in the fame tafte, and, 
which is faying much more, in the fame fpirit, enter- 
tained the town in the years 17 139 and 17 14 ; Mr. 
Addifc n had a large (hare therein, and kis papers 
were particularly applauded : he alfo wrote once or 
twice in the Lover, another periodical paptr* 

it i^as neceffary to fpeak of thefc performancfs 
together, which has. carritd us a litlle out of the 
order of time. Let us return therefore to the year 
17 13, in which appeared his famou'i tragedy of 
Ca:o. ^-- '\ - . 

Ife took up the defign of writing a tragedy on 
that fubje^ty when he was very young; he aAually 
wrote great part of it while he. was on his travels; 
however, he retouched it on his return to England 
without any formed defign of bringing it on the 
fiage ; but fome friends of his believing that it 
might be advantageous to the caufe of liberty, he was 
prevailed on to make it fit for the ftage; which he 
accordingly did,' by adding the greateft part of the 
laft ^et. . , - ' 

When it appeared, it^was gazed on as a wonder; 
all parties applauded it ; it ran thirty-five oigbl^ 
without interruption; anc}, what was more to the 
au h^r*s reputation, the bed judges declared in its 
favour, when they had read it, with the fame paf- 
fion the pit had done when it was firft performed. 
Mr. Pope WTOte the prologue, which is fublime. Dr, 
Garcli the epilogue, which is humourous. It was 
recommended by many excellent copies of vcrfes 
prefixed to it ;. among which, the fincerity of Steele^ 
,aind the genius of Mr. Eufden, defcrve to be diftin- 
guiflaed. 

Foreign 
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Foreign nations have done this work of our au- 
thor's as n">uch honour as our own, and indeed . 
it is one of thofe few performances which cannot 
receive more honour than it defcrves. 

Mr. Beyer tranflated it into French the farre 
year wherein it was puhhfhed ; but very indifFc- 
renily. Abb6 du Bos made an excellent vcrfion ; 
of u hich, however, only the three firft fccnes were 
printed. L'Abbati Salvini tranflated it into Italian. 
' His tranflat!on was afled at Leghorn with pro- 
di^iou^ applaufc', and he afterwards publiflied it 
at Horence. It is not known whether Signior 
Valctra's tranflation w?.s ever -printed ; he was a 
young Neapolitan nobleman, who did it purely for 
bis amufement. The Jefuits at St. Qmcr's tranfla- 

• ted it into Latin, and caufed it to be aSed by their 
pup'ls there, with great magnificence. They like- 
wife fent Mr. Addifon a copy of their tranfla- 

• tion. 

Queen Anne was not the laft in doing jufticc to 
' our author, and his performance. She was pleafed 
to fignify an inclination of having it dedicated to 
her ; but the author publifhed it without a dedication, 
becaufe, as it is faid, he had propofed to dedicate 
it elfewhere, and by thi? method he thought to 
avoid offending either his duty or his honour. If 
in the fubfequent part of his life his leifure had 
been greater, we are told he would have written 
another tragedy, intituled, " The Death of Socrates." 
But the honours beftowed on him-for what he had. al- 
-ready performed, deprived pofterity of thi^ promiled 
labour. 

Upon the death of the queen, the lords juftices, 
regents of the kingdom till the arrival of G orge I. 
appointed Mr. Addifon their fecretary, which look 
faim off froiii a dt'fign he had formed, of comp.jfmg 

an 
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^ ^n Eoglifli diAionary, on the plan of the famous 
* Italian diAionary of the academy tklla crufca. The 
king bad fome thoughts of making him fecretary of 
Hate at that time, but he was at pains to 'decline it, 
and accepted a fecond time, under tde carl of Sun- 
derlapdy the poft of fecretary to the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland ; he held it however but a very little time ; 
for on the earl's being removed, he was made one 
of the lords of trade. 

In 1 7 15, on the firft breaking-out of the rebellion, 
he publifhcd the Freeholder, which is a kind of poli- 
tical Spe£tator. 

The Freeholder is particularly irentibned, be- 
caufe it was a work written by Mr. Addifoh, en^ 
tirely, and upon his own plan. Some indeed have 
fuppofed, that he was aififliedin this work by Mr. 
Philips. But there feems to be no (foundation for 
this report, fince neither Mr. Tickell fays any thing 
ofit, nor does it appear from the papers themfelves,. 
that they were written by different bands ; .for they 
are the moft uniform, and the greatefl part of them, 
the moft out of every nian's way of writing but Mr. 
Addifon, that can be imaginied^ 

Mr. Addifon certainly wrote thefc political pagers 
in confequence of his principles, out of a defire tov 
remove prejudices, and from a flrong inclination to 
'fupport the government, and make his country 
happy. The making him fecretary of ftate, there* 
fore, was but doing himjuftice for fo extraordinary 
and well-timed a fervice, which more jthan balanced 
that deficiency >\hichhe had objefked againft his 
own preferment, that he Was no fpeaker in the houfe 
of commons. 

There were ^j; papers in all ; the firfl waspub' 
lifhed on the 23d of Sept. 17 15; and the lall on. 
the 29th of June, 17x6. He publifhed. alfb at this, 
time, fome httle piecei of poetry^ fuch as verfes to« 

Sit 
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Sir Godfrey Kneller, on the king's picture, and an- 
other copy to the princcfe uf Wales, with the tra* 
gedy of Cato. In April, 1717, his majcfty king 
George L was pleafed to appoint our aathor one 
of his principal fecretaries of ftate. His health, 
which had been before impaired by an afthmatic 
dtforder, fuiFered exceedingly by an advancement 
fo much to his honour, but attended notwithftand- 
ing .with very great fatigue. He bore it how- 
ever with very great patience, till finding, or ra- 
ther fufpe^ilng, that it might be prejudicial to 
the public buhnefs, he relign^ his office. Having 
thus procured for himfelf a vacancy from bufihefs, 
he grew better, and his friends were in hopes that . 
hisr health would have been thoroughly re-efta« 
blifhed. 

In his leifure moments he applied himfelf to a 
work on the evidences of Chriftianity, the firft part 
whereof, though unfinifhed, is preferved and, printed 
in his works. He likewife intended to have 
parapfarafed fome of the Pfalms of David ; but a 
long and painful relapfe broke all his deiigns, and 
deprived the world of this excelleiit perfon, in the 
month of June, ,1719. He died at Holland-houfe 
near Kenfington; and left behind him an only 
daughter, by the countefs-dowager of Warwick, 
whom ke married in 17 16; After his deceafe, Mr. 
TickeU,who had the author's commands and tnftruc- 
tions, colleAed and publilhed his works in four vo- 
lumes in quarto. In this edition there are feveral 
pieces hitherto un mentioned, of which it is neceflary 
we fhould fpeak. The firft in order of time is, ^ The 
DiiTertation upo|i Medals;" which, though publifhed 
after his death, yet the materials for it were col- 
leAed in Italy, and he aduall^ began to digeft them 
into order, when at Vienna, m the year ijoz. 

4 Iq^ 
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In November, 1707^ appeared a pamphlet under 
the title of, " Th€ Prefent State of the War, and 
the Ncccffity of aa Augincntation confidercd." It 
18 now printed among Mr. Addifon's works, and 
I believe nobody who reads it will doubt that it is 
his. The fpirit with which it is written, the weighty 
obfcrvations contained therein, on the ftrengtb and 
intereft of foreign nations, and the comprehenfive 
knowledge {hewn of ail things relating to our own, 
evince it the work of no ordinary hand. 

The **Whig Examiner" came ojt on the 14th of 
Sept. i^io, for the firft lime. There were five 
papers m all attributed to M^-. Addifon. Tlicfe 
are by much the fcvcreft things he ever wMOtc. 
Dr. Sacheverell, Mr. Prior, and many oiher perfons, 
are in them very harlhly treated. ** The Examiner" 
had done the fame thing on the part of the tories ; 
and the avowed defign of this paper was to make 
reprifals. 

in 171 jf was" publifhed a iitlle pamphlet, en- 
titled *• The late Trial and Conviflion of Count 
Tariff."' It was intended to expofe the tory mi- 
niftry, on the head of the French commerce bill; 
and is likewifc a very fevcre piece, T^.efc are all 
that are frvcluded in Mr. Tickell's edition; they 
were publilhcd in the life-time of Mr. Addifon, 
without his name; as was alfo ** The Drummer, 
or the Haunted Houfe," a comedy, not taken no- 
tice of in this edition, byt publiflied afterwards as 
Mr. Addifon's, by Sir Richard Steele. 

The following pieces have likewife been afcribed 
to our author, D'tffertatlo di irtjignioribus Romano* 
rumpoetis; A Diflertation upon the mofl eminent 
Roman poets. . This is fuppofed to have been 
written about 1692, ^nd is allowed to contain 
many ufeful obfervations ; but nobody has hitherta 
ventured to decide pofitively whether it is, or is 

not| 
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inot, Mr Addifon's. " A Difcourfe on ancient • 
and modern Learning;" the time when it was 
written uncertain, but probably as early as the > 
former. It was preferved amongfl tke manufcripts 
of the lord Somers, wiiich, aficir the ^eath of 
Sir Jofeph JekyI, being publicly fold, this little ' 
piece came to be printed in 1739^ and was as • 
well received as it deferved. To thcfe we muft 
add, «* The Old Whig, No. t. and 2. *» Pam- 
pbletsr written in defence of the peerage-bill in 
1719- ' 

In the latter end of 1718) and in the beginning ' 
of 1 7 19, the peerage-bill began firft to be talked 
of, and the fcope of the bill was this : That, 
inflead of the fixteen peers iiiting in parliament 
as reprefentatives of Scotland, there fhould be, for 
the future, nine hereditary peers by the junftion 
of nine out of the body of the Scotch nobiJity, to 
the then fixteen fitting peers. That fix Englilh • 
peers fliould be addrd, and the peerage then to re- 
oaain fixed ; the crown to be retrained from mak« 
ing any new lords, but upon the extinftion of 
families. What was the real view of this extraor- 
dinary fcheme, it is not our bufinefs to enquire. It 
is fufficient for our purpofe to obferve, that it gave 
a great alarm to the nation, and many papers were 
written with great fpirit againft it : amongft the 
reft, one called *' The Plebeian," faid to fall from; 
the pen of a member of the houfe of commons;- 
and now known to have been written by Sir Richard 
Steele. To this, fcveral anfwers were publi(hed, 
and abundance of pieces written in fupport of this 
projefV, none of which, however, were favojrably 
received. *^ 

At length came forth the Old Whig, No. i. on 
the ftate of the peerage, with remarks on the 
Plebeian; a ^[uarto pamphlet, written with great 

perfpicuity, 
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perfpicuity, in a nervous ftjle, not without iome 
fevere reBeflions on the Plebeian* The author 
of that paper d^d not AiiFer it to remain long ub- 
anfwered. 

In his fecond number, be replied to all the argu« 
ments therein made ufe of; treating the author with 
a good tleal of afperity , alledging among other things, 
that the pamphljst had a very proper Jtitle, the au* 
tbor, if be was a whig, feeming fo old as to have 
forgotten hit principles. There does not appear, how- 
ever, any thing in the firft Old Whig which betrays 
the author's knowledge of the Plebeian coming from 
Sir Richard Steele; neither is there any thing in 
the fecond Plebeian, which intimates the writers^ 
having the leaft fufpicion, that the Old Whig was 
Mr. Addifon's* 

The fecond Old Whig was written in fupport of 
the firft, and in anfwer to the fecond Plebeian. It 
is a very judicious, and at the fame time a very 
warm and very humourous, pamphlet ; from the 
very beginning of which it is apparent, that the au- 
thor knew, or at leaft was refolved to coniider Sir 
Richard as the writerof the Plebeian. He ftyles him 
the pcrfcft maftcr of the vocation of pamphlet- writ- 
ing in one place, calls liim Little Dicky in another, 
tells him, he has' made the moft of a bad caufe in a 
third, and advifes him as a friend in the clofe,' if he 
goes on in the new vocation, to take care that he be 
as happy in the choice of his fubje£t, ai he is in the 
talents of a pamphleteer. 

The fourth Plebeian contains an anfwer to the 
fecond Old Whig. It is written with much greater 
virulence than any of the reft of the papers ; his con* 
cluiion is very remarkable. **Authors,** fays he, ** in 
thefe cafes are named upon fufpicion, and if it 
is right as to the Old Whig, I leave the worldtojudge 

• of 
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of chit catift by comptrifon of this performance wkk 
bis ether wtritings ; and I fliall fay no more of what 
ia written in fiipport of vaffiila^e, bcft end thit pa* 
per by firii^ every free breoft with that noble exhor« 
tation of the ttagedian. 

Remember, O f my friend^ Sk» 

Mr. ADDiaew^s Cato« 

This it fufficient to fhew Sir Rtcbard's belief; n6(t 
hath any body queftioned tjie truth of his conjefiure.^ 
The Peerage^biil went ofF notwithftanding for that 
feffions ; and Mr. Addifon died before it came oit 
'a^ain« 
. It may not^ however, be amifs to obftrve, that, 
Decemfaier 7, 17199 on a motion in the Houfe of 
Commons, for committing the Peerage-biil, it wals* 
carried inilie negative, by 2691 againft 177. 

Of the manner of Mr. Addifon's death fome ac-^ 
count hat been giyen by Dn Young. From him! 
we learn, that after a long and minly, but vain 
firuggle with bis diftemper, Mr. Addifon d\"mifled 
bis phyiiciaos, and with Uiem all hopes of life, fiut 
with his hopes of life ho dirmiiTcti not his con* 
ccrn for the living, but fent for the young earl of 
Warwick, fon to his lady by a former hu(bandy who 
immediately came ; but life now glimmering in the 
focket, the earl was iilent. Bat after a^ decent and 
proper paufe, hia lordKhip faid, ^* Dear fir, you 
*< fent for me : I believe and hope that you have 
** fome commands $ 1 £haU hold them moil iacred." 
forcibly grafping the eari*s hand, Mr Addifon foftly 
replied, ^< See in what peace a Chriftian can die 1^ 
He ipoke with great difficulty, and foon expired. 

Dr. Johhfon obfcryes of Addifon, that *^ if any 
judgment be made from his books, of his moral 
charader, nochiog will be found but purity and 

Vol. V. O ex.ei^^lcnce. 
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•xcellence. Knowledge of mankind, indeed, Ufa 
cxttniive than that of Addifon, will fhew, Jthat to 
write and to iive arc very diflFereitt. Many who 
pralfe viitue, io no more than pratfe it* Yet it 
is reafonable to believe, that AddiQ>n's profeffions 
and prafticc were at no great variance ; fince, 
amidft that ftorm of fadion in which, moft of his 
life' was^pai&d, though his ftation made him con- 
fpicnous, and his adivity made him formidable, the 
chara£ter given him J)y his frknds was never con- 
tradided by his enemies : of thofe with whom in» 
tereft or opinion united him, he had not only the 
tfteem but the kind ciefs; and of others, whom the 
violence of oppofition drove againft him, though 
be might lofc the love, he retained the reverence, 
• ♦*Iti8 juftly obfcrvcd by Tick^n,that he em* 
ployed wit on the fide of vinue and religion. He 
not only made the proper ufe of wit himfeif, but 
he taught it to others; and from his time' it 
has been generally fubfervient to the caufc of rca- 
Ibn and of truth. He has diflipated the prejudice 
that had long con neftd gaiety with wit, and ea- 
iincfs of manners with laxity of principles. He 
has rcftored virtue to its dignity, and taught inno- 
cence not to be afhamed. This is an elcvati.oii> 
of literary charafier, aif^ve all Greeks above all. Ra^ 
man fame, No greater felicity can genius attain 
than that of having purified intelieftual pleafure, 
fcparated mirth Jrom indecency, and wit from li- 
ccntioufnefs ; of having taught a fucccffion of wri* 
ters tp bring elegance and gaiety ta the aid of good- 
nefs ; and, if I may ufe expreflions yet more awful^ 
of having turned many t§ righuoujnejs^^ 

*^* jfuthorities, Tickell's 4to, edit, of Addifon's 
Works, Lond. 1721. Cibber'sLivesofthePoet«, Gci. ' 
Biog. Diflionary. Young's Cunj*.'ftures en Original 
Couipoiidon. Johnfon*s Lives of the Poets* . 

The 
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' T h.e' L I F E o f 
Sir CHRISTOPHER WREN.- 

[ A. D. 1632, to 1723. ] 

THIS celebrated arch'teft and philofoplur wa» 
the only fon of Dr. Chriftopher Wren, redtor 
of Eaft-Knoyle in Wiltfliire, where he was born on 
the 20th of Oflober, 1632. He received a part of 
his education under the famous Dr. Bufby, at 
Weftminfler-fchool ; whence he was fent to Ox- 
ford, and admittc3 a gentleman commoner at Wad- 
ham-college, when he was about fourteen ye^rs of 
age. And the advancements which he made there ~ 
in mathcma:ical knowledge, before he was fixteen 
years of age, are fpoken of, by that eminent maihe- 
matician Mr. Oughtrcd,'as very extraordinary. His 
uncommon abifities excited the -attention and ad. 
miration of Dr. Wilkins, vthen warden of his col- 
lege ; and of Dr, Seth Ward, the Savjlian profcffi r 
of aftroiTomy, who then rtfided in that college. By 
Dr. Wilkins he was intrcduccd in-to the notice and 
favour of Charles, cleflor Palatine, to whom he 
prefented feveral mechanical inftrumcnts of his own 
invention. 

In 1647, he became acquainted with Sir Charles 
Scarborough, at whofe requcft he undertook ihe 
tranflating of Oughtred's Geometrical Dialling into 
Latin ; and the fame year he invented fever; I other 
maihematical inftrumerits, and wrote a treatife ,of 
fpherical tri^onomvtry' in a new' oictholl. ' He to>k 
.02 . . the 
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the degree of bachelor of arts in 1650; and the fol- 
lowing year he puUiflied a ftiort algebraical trad» 
*|ielating to the Julian period. He was eleded a fcl* 
low of All-fouU college in thte begii\ning of^No- 
vcmber, 1653, and on the nth of Ekcember follow- 
ing he took the degree of mafter of arts.t In the 
mean time, he became one of the iirft members oC 
the Philofophical Society at Oxford ; at whofc frrft 
aiTemblies in Wadharo^coIIege^ he exhibited many 
new theories^ inventions, experiments, and mecha« 
nic improvements. 

In 16^7, he was ele£led profeffor df afironomy 
ih Grtfham-college : and his leAures there on that 
fcience Were attended by many eminent and learned . 
.perfons. One fubjed of his leSiires was upon 
telefcopes, to the improvement of which he had 
greatly contributed. In 1658, he folyed the problem 
propofed by the famous Monf. Pafcal, under. th^ 
feigned name of Jean de Montfert, to all the EngliJh 
matlumaticians ; and returned another to the ma-< 
thcmnticians in France ( formerly propofed by 
Kepler, and then folved likewife by Mr. Wren), 
of which they never gave any folution. 

On the 5th of February, 1 661, he was chofea 
SAvilian-profeflbr of agronomy at Oxford, in the 
room of Dr. Seth Ward ; jupon which he refigncd 
bis Grefham-profefforfliip on the 8th of March fol- 
It wing, and on the 15th of May entered on the 
other. On the 12th of September the fame year, 
he was created doftor of the civil law. 

Among his other eminent accompliihments^ 
Dr. Wren had already acquired fo confiderable a 
ikill in architedure that he was fent for the fame 
year from Oxford, by order of Charles II. to aiGfi 
Sir John Dcnham, furveyor-general of his majefty's 
works. In 1 66 J, he was chofen a fellow of the 
Koyal Society, being one of tbofc who were- firft 

' appointed 
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appointed by the Council after the grant of the v 
charter. And not long- after^ it being expedkd 
that the king would make the Ibcicty a vifit, the 
lord Brounker, then prcfidcnt, by a letter, defircd 
Dr. Wren's advice, who was then at Oxford, what 
experiments would be moft proper for his roajefty*s 
entertainment. To whom the do&or in bis an« 
fwer, dated July 30, 1663, recommends princi- 
pally the Torricellian experiment, and the Weather 
Needle, as being not merely amufements, but ufeful, 
and likewife neat in the operation, and attended 
with little incumbrance. 

The new inftitution of the Royal Society, !>. 
Wren greatly promoted by many curious and ufe- 
foi difcoVeries in aOfonomy, natural philofophy, 
and other fciences, of which Dr. Thomas Sprat, 
afterwarde biihop of Rochefter, who was then a 
member of it, has given the following account ia 
kb " Kftory of the Royal S#c?ety.»* 

•* The firft inftance, fays Dr. Sprat, that I (hall 
■litntioo, to which Dr. Wren may lay. peculiar 
elatm, it the doArine of motion, which is the moft 
•onfideable of all others, fdr eftabtifliing the firft 
principks of philofophy l^ geometrical, demonft ra- 
tions. This Des Caries had before begun, having 
tal^n up tome experiments of this kino upon con- 
je£tQre, and made them the firft foundation of hit 
iiRthole fyftem of nature.. But lome of his conclu* 
fiotts &eming very queflionable, becaafe they- went 
0oty derived from the grofs trials of baKs meeting 
one another at tennis, and billiards ; Dr. Wren 
produced before the fociety an inftrument to repre- 
sent theeffeds of all forts of impulfes, made between 
tva hard globous bodies, either of equal, or of 
different bignefs, and fwiftnefs, following or m^et- 
in^ each other, or the one moving and the other at 
reft. From thefe. varieties arofe many unexpeacd 
O 3 cfeas; 
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cffeasj of all which he demonfirared the trae thccM 
rics, after thty had been confirmed by many hun- 
dreds of experiments with that inftrumcnt. Thefe 
he propofed as the principles of all de monft rat ions- 
in natural philofophy. Nor caa it kem ftrange, that 
thcfe elements fhould be of fuch univerfal life; if 
we confider, that generation, corruption, alteration, 
and all the vicifStudcs of nature^ are nothing elfe 
but the efFefts arifing from the meeting of little. bo- 
dies, of different figures, magnitudes, and velocities. 

**The fccond work, which he has advanced, is 
the hiftory of the feafons; which will be of admirable 
benefit to mankind, if it fhall be conflantly purfued, 
and derived down to pofterity. His propofal there- 
fore was, to comprehend a diar}' of wind, weather,, 
and other conditions of the air, as to heat, coldy 
and weight; and alfo a general defcription of ihc 
year, whether contagious or healthful to men or 
hearts ; with an account* of epidc:TiicaJ difeafes, o£ 
Wafts, mildews, and . other .ai:cid€n|,<i^. belongfng 
to grain, cattle, fifti, fowl, and infefts^i 'And b«i« 
caufe the difficulty of a conftant obfe'rvatioai of tb© 
air by night and day feemed invincible/ he ih ere** 
fore deviled a clock to be arn^xed tO a wiW'.hejr-cock^ 
ivhich moved a run'dle covered with paper, upoii 
\vhich the clock moved a black-lead pencil; fo that 
•the obferver by the tiacps of the pencil oh the papec 
ini^ht certainly conclude what wiads had blown 
in his abience for twelve hours fpace. . After. a like 
manner he contrived a thermometer t6.be its owi> 
, regifter. And becaufe. the ufual thermometers were 
not found to* give a true meafur^ of the extenfioa 
of the air, by rea'X)n that the accidental gravity of 
the liquor, as it lay higher or lower in the glafe^ 
weit>hed unequally on the air, .and. gave it a farthcir 
coniraftion or extenfion, over and above ihat which 
was produced by heat and coWj Jthcrefore;he.ia-» 

./ ' - vented. 
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vented a circular thermometer, in wrhich the liquor 
cccafions no fallacy, but remains always in one 
height, moving the whole inftrumenc, Lke awheel 
on lis axi**. 

*• He has contriv^ed an inftrument to meafure. the 
quantities of rain that falls* This, as fbon as it 
is fuil, will pour out itfelf; and at the*year*s fcr.d 
jdifcovcr how much rain has fallen oa fuch a fpaoc 
of land, or other hard fuperficies; in ordjr to the 
theory of vapours, rivers, fcas, &c, 

*^ He has devifed nfiany fubtle ways for the eaficr 
£{iding the gravity of the atmofpher^, the degr.es 
of drought aud moifture, ?nd many of its other ac*- 
Cidents. Amongft thefe inflruments" there are Ka- 
•lances, which are ulcful to oihcr purpofcs, th^t 
rflicw the weight of the air by their fpjntaneous 
iaclination.^ 

••* Amoogfl the^new difcoverlcs of the pendulum, 
.l^hefe arc to be attributed to him : that the pci>di^- 
l*uiTi in its 'motion from reft to reft, that is, u\ oiic 
defecnt aud afcent, moves utifquttlly in equal times, 
according to a line ofiir>es; that it would contsnu^ 
to move either in circular or eliptical motioits, and 
fuch vibrations would have the fame peri* ds wi h 
tharc that are reciprocal; and that by a com^li- 
cation of feveral pendulums depending one upon anor 
ther, there might be reprcfented motions, like the 
planetary heliaral motions, or more intricate ; and 
yet that the'e pendulums would diftover Wltfiouc 
confufion (as the planets do) three or four feveral 
motions, zfting upon one body with differing pe-< 
riods; and that there may he produced a natural 
.ftandard for meafure fro.n the pendulum fjt vulgar 
life. . ^ 

*' He hat invented many ways to make aftrono- 

niical obfervdtions more accurate ^nd eafy. H<f has 

fitted and hung quadrants, fextants, and radii, mo^e 

. O 4 com- 
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commodioufly than formerly. He has made two te- 
le&apes^ to open with a J6int like a feAor, by wbick 
pbfervers xnay infallibly take-adiftaace to ' half-mi- 
nuteSy and find no dif&rence in the fame obferva*- 
tion reiterated ieveral times ; nor can any warping 
or luxation of the infhrument hinder the truthof it. 

^ He ha> added many forts of retes^ ferews, and 
<)ther devices to telefcope^^ for taking^fnaall diflahces 
and apparent diameters to feconds. He has madt 
.apertures to take in more or lefs light, as the obfer^ 
ver pleafes, by opening and (hutting like the pupil 
of the eye, the better to fit gla&s to cr^ufculint 
.obfervations. He has added much to the theory 
of dioptrics, much to the manufa&ure itfelf of grind* 
ing good glafles. He has attempted^ and not with* 
out fuccefs, the making of glafles of other forios 
than fpherical. He has exaAly meafured Sf\d de« 
iineated the fpheics of the humours in the eye, 
whofe prppqrttoBS one to anodier were only gueflbd 
^t before. \ This 'accurate difcuffion produc»l the 
reafon, whywe fee things ere&ed ; and that reflee- 
lipn ^onduces^s pmch to vifion, as lefra&ion. 

'^ He difcoarfed to them a natural and eafy thoorjr 
of refraftion, which exa£^ly anfweced every expe-. 
riment. He fully demonftrated all dioptrics in a 
few propofitions, (hewing not only ( as in Kepler^'S 
dioptrics) the common properties of glalies, but the 
proportions by which the individual rays cut the 
axis, and each other ; upon which the chaiges (as 
they ?re ufnally called) of telefcopes,^ or the propor* 
tion of theeye-glafles'and apertures, are demonftra- 
bly difcovered. 

** H^ has n^ade conftant obfi^-vatlons on Saturn, 
and a theory of that planet, truly anfwering all ob» 
fervaticns, before the printed difcourfe of Huygcnius 
(>n thaf f^il>jeft appeared. ^ - 

"He 
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** He has afliyed to raak« » true ftlfcnogFaphy by 
meafiire ; the world having nothing yet but pidures 
nither than furveys or maps of the moon; He has 
ftated the theory of the moon's Hbiation, as far as 
his ob&rvations could carry him. He bafr iserbpofed 
a lunar globe, reprefenting hot onl^ the fpots and 
various degrees of wfaitenefe i^on its fiirface, but 
the hills^ eminences, and cavities, moulded in fo« 
fid work» The globe, thus fafliioned inta » true 
model of the moon, as you turn it to the light, re* 
prefents all the menftrual phafes, with the variety 
ef appearances, that happen ff«m the ihadows of 
the mountains and valleys. He has made maps of 
the Pleiades, and other telefcopical ftars ; and pro* 
pofed methods to determine the great doubt of the 
earth's motion or reft, by the fmall ftars about the 
pole to be &en. in large telefcopes. 

" In order to navigation, he has carefully piir- 
fued many magneticai experiments ; of which this 
ss one of the nobleft and moft fruitful of /pecula-- 
libti. A large terella is placed in the midft of a 
plane-hoard, with a hole, into which the terellaf 
is half immerfed, till it be like a globe with the 
poles in the horizon. Then is the plane dufted 
over with ftecl filings equally from a fieve. The 
duft by the magneticai virtue is immediately figured 
into furrows, that bend lifte a fort of helix, pro^ 
ceeding as it were out of one pole, and returning 
into the other. And the v^hole plane is tlius figured 
like the circle of a planifpbei-e. 

** It being a qucftion amongft the problems of na- 
vigation very well worth refolving, to what me- 
chanical powers failing (againft the wind efpecially\ 
was reducible \ he (hewed it to be a wedge. And 
he -demonftrated, how a tranfient ' force upon an 
oblique plane would caufe the motion <^ the plane 
^ O 5 againft 
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againft the- firft mo«cr. And he made att ihftrtr- 
ment, that mechanically prodiuced the fame efFed,; 
and Ihewed the rcafon of tailing to all .winds. 

" The gcometFfcal mechanics of rowing he 
Ihcw^d to be a. veftis on a moving or cedent ful- 
crum. For this end he made inftruments to fin A 
what the expanfion of body was towards the hin* 
drance of motion in a liquid medium, and what* 
degree of impediment was produced b^t what degree 
of' expJinfion ; with other things, that are flie nc-« 
ceffary elements for laying down the geometry of 
fail ng, fwimming, rowing, flying, ^jid the fabrick$ 
of (hips. 

- " He has invented a very cmnpus and .exceeding- 
fpeedy way of etching. He has ftarted fcveral things 
towards the emendation of water-works. He ha» 
made inftruments of refpiration, and for ftraining 
the breath from fuliginouS vapours, to try whether 
the fame breath fo purified will ferve agairt* 

** He was the firft inventor .of drawing piftures 
by.microfcopicsl glaflts. He has found out perpe^ 
tual, a^ leaft long- lived lamps, *and regifters of sfur* 
naces, and the like, for keeping a perpetual tem- 
per, in order to various ufes.; a3 hatching of eggSjj_ 
infeftsV'prodiiaion of plants, chy.mical prepara- 
tions, imitating nature in producing foffils and mi- 
nerals, keepuig the motion of watches equal ia 
order to longitudes, aixd aftronpmical ufes, and 
infinite other advantages. 

** He was the firft aiathor of the noWe anatomical 
experiment of injcfting liquors into the veins of 
animals; an experiment; now vulgarly known-; 
but long fince exhibited to the meetings at Oxford, 
and thence carried by fome Germans, and pub- 
lilhed abroad. By this operation, divers creatures 
were imroedia^tely purged, vomited, intoxicated^ 
killed, or revived, accoi^in^ ta the quality of the 

liquor. 
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liquor injeaed. Hence arofe many new experi* 
ments, and chiefly that of transfuiing blood, which 
the fociety has pxofecuted in fiindry inftance^. 

** This is a fhort account o£the principal dif- 
coveries which Dr. Wren has prefentcd or fug- 
gefted to this affembly. I know very well, that' 
iomc of them' he did only ftart and defign ; an4 
that they have been fince ' carried oh to perfeAion 
by the induftry of other harfds. I purpofc not to 
rob them of their fhare ih the. honour; yet it is 
but reafonable, that the original invention fhouJd 
be afcribed to the true, author/ rather than the 
finilhers. Nor do 1 ftar that this will bethought 
too much, which I h^ve faid concerning him; foi:' 
there is a peculiar reverence due to fo much excel- 
Icnte, covered with fo much modefly, 'And it i$- 
not flattery, but honefty, to give him his juft praife ; 
who is fofar from ufurping the fame of other men^ 
that he endeavours with- all care to conceal hi$» 
own." 

^ In the year 1665, Dr. Wren went over t& 
France, where lie not only furveyed all the build-f 
ings of note in Paris, and made excuffions to divers: 
other places, but took particular notice of what was^ 
moft remarkable in every branch of mechanicks, a^nd 
contradled an acquaintance -with moft of the con- 
fiderablc virtuofii And iii a letter^ which he wrote* 
at this time to one of his friends, he tells him,- 
•'^ he was* fo careful not to- lofe thejmpreflions of 
riiofe ftruftures he had furveyed, that he fhoiild 
bring all France in* paper, &c.'* And he concludes 
his letter with a numerous catalogue of architefts, 
■fculptors,' ftatuaries, ilucco-makcrs, painters in 
hiftory and portraiture-, gravers of medals and coins, 
and other artifts, then famous in. that country.. 

. Upon hi? return to Kngland, he was appointed 

Sttchiteft, and OAe.of die commiflioners, for the- 

Q 6 , reparation^ 
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T^ptcaftioii of die catbedmi of St. Paul. And witbia 
a icw days after the fire of London, which hegan- 
upon the ad of Septem^ry 1666, he drew a plaa 
^ a new city. This model was fo formed, that 
the chief flreett were to crofs each other in right ^ 
lines, with lefler ftreets between them ; the public 
buildings and markets to be fo difpofed, as not to 
|nterfeiie with Hie ftreets; and four piazzas placed 
iK proper diftaoces, id which feveral of the ffreett 
were to meet. ^The parochial churches were to be 
$0 placed, as to he feen at the end of every v^a 
of noufeSf and difpofed in fuch diftances from each, 
aa to appear neither too thick nor thin in profped. 
The cathedial of St. Paul was to have been the 
penter of the city, from whence ftreets were to 
have proceeded to all the principal parts of it. The 
public halls for the feveral companies^w^re to have 
l^ed the Thames, and to have been built upon a 
quay« on which alfo were to have been ereded 
hpufes for fome of the principal merchants. But 
ibe execution .of this noble defign was unhappily 
preveuted by tiie difputes which arofe about private 
property, and the hafte and hurry of rebuilding; 
tliough it is faid, that the pra^cability of Dr. 
Wren^s whole plan, without lofs to any man, or 
infringement pf any property, was ,at that time 
demonftrated, and all material objeSions fully 
1?eighed and anfwcred. 

Upon tlie deceafe of Sir John Denhara, who died 
ia March, '1668, Dr.. Wren fucce^ded him in the^ 
' odice of furveyor-general of his majefty*s worlds. 

In 1668, he finilhed that magnificent edifice, thc| 
^atre at Oxford. In tliis ftrii&ure, the admirable 
<;oiitrivance of the flait roof, being eighty feet over 
one way, and feventy the other, without any arch- 
Work or pillars to fupport it, is particularly remark- 
able. The variety of bufiaefs in which he was how 

engaged 
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faga^e4 •• «n ftvchi|e£t« requiring his conftant at« 
((eniancc, he reined his Savilian profeiibrihip at 
Oxford on ihe 9^ of April, 1673. And the year 
Ibllowin^ he received from king Charles il. the 
.honour of knighthood. Some time after,^ he married 
Faith, die daughter of Sir Thomas CoghtU of Ble* 
fhington in O^ifordfbire,^ by whom he had one foa 
of his own name. And flie d^ing foon after, he . 
married Jane, daughter of William lord Fitz Wil« 
Uam, bairoa of Lifford in the kindom of Ireland. 
By he;r he had two children, a fon named William, 
and a daughter of the fame name with his lady. 

la 1677, Sir Chriftopher Wren finifhed the mo* 
nument, which was ereAed to commemorate the 
burning and rebuilding of I^ndon. ' It is a pillar 
of the Doric order, Uie pedeftal of which is forty 
feeth^h, and 21 iquare, the diameter of the column 
15 feet, and tlie altitude of tlie whoie 202 ; and it 
greatly exceeds in height the pillars at Rome of th« 
emperors Trajan and Antoninus, the fta^ely re- 
mains of Roman grandeur ; or that of Theodofius 
atConAanftinopIe. The author of*' The Review of 
our Public Buildings/* obferves, that this monu- 
ment is ** undoubtedly the nobleft modern column 
in the world; Inay, in fome refpeds it may juftly 
vie with thofe celebrated ones of antiquity, whicn 
are coofecrated to the names of Trajan and Anton ine. 
Nothing can be more bold and furpfizing, nothing 
more beautiful and harmonious : the bas relief 
at the bafe, allowing for fome few defeds, is finely 
imagined and executed as well: and nothing ma- 
terial can be cavilled with, but th^ infcriptions round . 
about it.** Thcfe, however. Sir Ghriftoper Wren 
had prepared in a more elegant and mafculine ftyle ; 
but he was over-ruled. 

In 1680, he was eleded prefident of the royal 
ibciety ; and in lOSi^ he had cqmpkated the church 

of 
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of St. Stephen's, Walbrook*. It is t>bferved by ait 
ingenious writer, that ** the Church in Walbrook> 
fo little known among us,^ is famous all over Eu- 
rope, and is juftiy reputed the maftcr-piece of the 
Celebrated Sir Chriftophcr Wren. Perhaps: Italy 
itfelf can produce no modern building, that can 
vie with it in tafle or proportion ; there is not a 
beauty which the plan would admit oF, that is not to 
be found here in its greateft perfcdioh ; and foreign* 
ci^ very juftiy call our judgment in queftion for' 
underftanding its graces no oetter, and allowing it 
no higher a degree of fame.** 

In 1685, he was chofen member of parliament 
for Plympton in Devonlhire, In 1690, he began 
to build the royal apartments at Hampton-court, 
which were finiflied in 1694, juft before the death 
of queen Mary. King William once faid, in the 
prefence of feveral perfons of the firfl quality, that 
thefe two apartments, for good proportion, ftate, and 
convenience, jointly, were not paralleled by any 
palace in Europe. Queen Mary had an elegant taftc 
for the pofite arts, and a knowlege in many fciences 
greatly fuperior to moft of her fex ; and flie took- 
pleafure in converfing freely with- Sir Chriftopher 
Wren, not only on the fubjeft of archit©6ture, but 
on other branches of the mathematicks. 

In 1690, he finifhed Che Ifea- college, and be* 
flics crefting the building, he alfo»prrfcribed the 
ilatutes and whole oeconomy of the houfe. He was 
alfo the architeft of that magnificent edifice, Green* 
wich-hofpital ; and employed his'time," labour, and 
fkill, in erefting it, without any falary, emotomeht, 
or reward, in order to promote the generous pur- 
pofe for which it was defigned. 

In 1700, he was eleflcd a burgefs in parliament 
for We) mouth arid.Melcombe Regis, in Dorfetfhire. 
In 1708, he was appointed on^ of the commiiiion- 
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ei5 for b»i Wing the fifty new ch^^rebes ia'and about 
London. -la lyiOt: he. finilhed Uife cathedral of 
St. Paul. It has been obl'erved, tliat this ample and- 
magnificent Cathedral was compleatcd m the fpace 
of tbirty-fiveyears, under one architcfi, and one 
bilhop of London, Dr* Henry Compton ; but in the 
reigns of four princes, Charles IL James IL Wil- 
liam and Mary, and queen Anne ; whereas that of Sti 
.Peter's at Rome was 145 yeafs in^building, by twelve 
architedis, affifted by the policy and intcreft' of the 
Roman fee, the ready acquiluion of marble, . and by. 
the bed artifts in the^ world in fculpture, ftatuary, 
painting* and mofaic work> and m the reigns of 
nineteen popes. 

St. Paul's cathedral is the moft magnificent pro- 
teftant Church- in the world; and it is generally 
acknowledged by all travellers of tafte, that the out- 
fide, and particularly the front of St. Paul's, is 
Hiuch fuperior even to St. Peter's at Rome, The 
whole expence of erefting St PauFs cathedral, wa^ 
736,752)- 2s. 3d. When Sir Chriftopher Wrea 
was firft called upon to produce his defigns for 
this ftately edifice, he had before drawn feveral, in. 
order to difcover what would be moft acceptable to 
the general tafte ; and* finding that perfons of all 
degrees declared for magnificence and grandeur, he 
formed a very noble one, conformable to the beft, 
flyleaf Greek and Roman architefture, and hav- 
ing caufed a large model to be made of k in wood, 
with all its ornaments, he prefented it to his majef- 
%y ; ^ bat the bithops not approving of it as not hav- 
ing enough of the cathedral form, S4r Chriftoplier 
•^^s ordered to amend it ; upoo which he produced 
the plan of the prefent ftrufture, which wa$ approved 
of. The firft defign, however, which was only 
qf the Corinthian order, like St. Peter's at Rome, 
&jr: Chriftopher himfeiffet a higher value upon than 

»ny 
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any other ht eter drew, and would have fmt it in 
execot^n with more chearflalneft than that whieh 
we now fee ereftod. This carioas model is ftill pre* 
ftnred in the cathedral. 

He wts employed ii> erecting a great variety o# 
other churchety and public edifices ; but notwidir* 
ftanding his extraordinary merit, in Apr)}, 171^* 
bis patent /or the royal works was fnperfeded, in 
the'eighty-fixth year of his age, after more than fifty 
years fpeat in a contintied« aftive* and laborions 
fervice to the crown and the publick. The removal 
of this iliuftrious architect from his place at fo 
advanced an age, was eKtreinely ungenerous. Till 
this time he had refided in a houfe which is appfo- 
priated to the office of furveyor-gcneral, in Scotland* 
yard, adjoining to Whitehall. But after his re- 
moval from that employment, he dwelt occafionally 
in St Jamcs's-llreet, in Wcftminftcr, and remained 
furvcyor of the abbey from the year 1698, when hm 
was conftituted to that office, till the. time of his 
death. He had another houfe, that belonged to 
the furveyor general to the crown, at Hampton- 
court ; the cnjoynaent of which had been granted 
him by queen Anne, and was held by an Exchequer* 
kafe, which defcended to bis fon and heir. In 
coming from this houfe to London he contra^d a 
cold which occafioned his deaths ki the 91ft year 
of his age, on the 25th of February, in the year 
1723. He died as he had' lived, with grea>t calm^ 
nef^ and fcrenity. ' His funeral was^ attended by 
many perfons of honour and diftioition, with great 
folemhity, from his Iwufc in Weftminfter, to St. 
Paul's cathedral ; where his corpfe was depofited in 
the vault under the fouth wing of the choir,' near 
the eaft end, under a flat ftone on the patement, 
which is raited in between two pillars ; upon whicb 
ftone is a ihort infcrlption in £»gli(h; covering the 

fingl© 
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ftigle vault which contains his body. But the 
church itfeif, which was built by him, being the 
Inoft noble and proper monument to perpetuate the 
memory of this great man, he wanted no odier ; 
9& is juftly intimated in another infcription^ writ* 
tea by bis fon, in Latin,, and placed op'ihe fide 
of the weftern jHllar, above the former, to the 
following purpofe. ** Underneath here lies buried 
CHRisTorHsi^ Wren, the builder of this church 
and ci^, who lived upwards of ninety years, not td 
himfel^ but for the good of the publidk. Reader, 
-if thou ieekeft his monument, look round.** 

Sir Cbriftopher Wren was in bis perfon of a low 
Aature, and thin; but by temperance and ftilful 
oianagement (for he was a proficient in anatomy 
and phyfick) be enjoyed a good ftate of healthy and 
hi9 lift was protrafted to an unufual lengtfaT. He 
ought however probably be partly indebted for ^ 
bis health and long lift to the chearfulnefe and 
cvennefs of his temper, for which be was ^er re- 
markable. He was alfo modeft, devout, ftriAly 
^virtoouS) and very communicative of what he knew. 
He was extremely difinterefted ; and the acquifitiofi 
<of wealth appears hardly in any degree to have beeft 
•%n chjeA of bi^ attention. 

Befides being the greateft architeA of the ^ in 
which he lived, fo extenfive was ^his learning and 
knowledge in all the polite arts, but efpecially the 
4mathematick$ ; his invention fo fertile, and his di£- 
coveiles fo numerous and ufeful ; that he muft 
always be efteemed a benefador to mankind, and 
an ornament to his country. Mr. Hooke, who 
was intimately acquainted with him, and very able 
to make a juft eftimate of his abilities, fp^aks of 
him in the following emphatic terms : *^ I* muft 
affirm, fays he, that iince the time of ^rchimedeb 
.there fcarcely ever has met in one man^ in fo great 

a per- 
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a perfeaioiT, fuch a naochanical* head, and fo phi-» 
loibphical a mind." 

Sir Chrillopher was fucceeded in his eftatc by his 
cldeit fon and only furviving child, Chriftopher 
Wren, Efq ; who was educated at Eton fchool, 
whence he was. removed to Pcrobroke^hall in Cajn- 
bridge. In 1684, he was made deputy-clerk-en- 
grojiler ;-and m 1698 he travelled through Holland, 
France^ and Italy. He was twice chofen member 
of parliament for WindfoiJ, in the years 1712, and 
1714* He was a learned and pious mad, a good 
antiquary, and beloved by all his a<!qA3aintance for 
Ills; communicative difpolition. He died in. 1747 
at fhe age of fcventy-t-wo, ai>d Ucsr interred at Wrox^ 
hall in VVarwicklhire, where he had a country-feat*. 
— In 1708, hepubliflied in 4to, a tregtife intituled^ 
V Nyitiifmatpm antiquorum fylloge, populis Gr«* 
QiSf iiyiunicipii^ et Cc^oniis Romanis caibrum. Ex 
chinieliarcho cditoris." H« allj^Jeft behind him ^ 
Ireatife in manufcript wiph the following titles 
f* Parentalia: Memorial^ of the Lives of .the Riglit 
Ueyerend Father in God, Matthew Wrtn> IX IX 
Lord Biihop of Ely •, Chriftopher Wren D.D. Deaa 
of Windfori and Sir Chriftopher Wren, knight. 
Surveyor-general of the R.oyal Buildings. With Col- 
legions pf K^cords and Origiiial Papers.*' This piece,. 
with fonae alteration m the title, was publifhed by 
jii^ (qu Stephen in 1750, in folio — Sir Chrifto* 
4)h^r's dajWghter Jane died in her fa jher*s life time, 
tmmarrred, at the age of twenty-fix, as appears by a 
^monument of white marble erefted to her memory 
againft oi^e of the pillars near the fouth-eaft end of 
•St. Paul's vault, in which. Ihe was alfo interred, ah- 
moft oppofite to her father. 

The foliowing.is a.catalogue of the churches of 
the city oi- i-ondon,. rdjal palaces, ..hofpitfils, and 

public 
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puWic edifices, built by Sir Chriftopher Wren, dur- 
ing the fpace of 50 years, viz. from 1668 to- 17 jij*" 

St. Margaret, Lothbury r 
St* Margaret Patteos 
St. Mary Ahchuch 
St. Mary» Aldermanbury 
St. Mary-lebow , 

St. Mary Magdalen 
St. Mary, Somerfct , - 
St. Mary-at^lMll 
St* 'Nicholas^ CoU-abbof 
St. Olave^ Jewty . , 

St. Pcter^ CornhiU tt 
St. Swithin, Cannon-ftr ., 
St..Stcplijcn,. .Walbrook v 
Sr. Stephen, Golemaij- dr.. 
St. Mildred, Br^ad-ftr^t^. 
St. Magnus, iLQn4onTt)r. 
:St.Foftcr^siChurcl| 
St,:Mildrcd, Poukry ; :, 
St. Chriftopher 
St. Dunftan m the Eaft 
St. Mjtry, Aldcrmary' 
St. Sepulchre's ,. , 

The I^onument / 
Cuftom-houfe, London. ' 
Winchefler Caftle 
Hampton-court (new 

part) 
Chelfea-hofyital 
Greenwich hofpital 
The Theatre at Oxford 
Twnity-colleoe library aft 

Cambridge 
The Chapel of Emanuel- 

college,, Cambridge. 
Ta 



St. Paul's cathedral 
Alhallow's the Great 
Alhallow's, Bread-ftreet 
Alhallow's, Lombard -ftr. 
St. Alh^n, Wood-ftreet 
St. Anne and Agnes 
St. Andreir, Wardrobe 
St. Andrew, Holborii 
St. Anthblin' • 
St. Auflin.) 

St- Bennct,: Graccchureh 
5t- Bennet, Paul's-wharf 
St. Bennet, Finke -. 
St. BnJe .- 
St. Bartholomew j - 
Ghrill!s-ChmGh;. ..: 
Su Clement^ EafUdhrap 
St. Clement Danes 
St. Dionis Backchurch 
St.' Edmvind the King 
St. -George, Botolnh-lane 
Sf.^.James,-GarIicK| hill 
$t. Jamesf We{lmrnfter> 
St. Lawrence, Jewry * 
St. Michael, Bafling-hall 
St. Michael Royal 
St. Michael, Queen-hithe 
St. Michael, Wood-ftreet 
St. Michael, Crooked- 
lane 
St. Martin,, Ludgate 
St. Matthew, Friday- 

ftreet 
St. MichaeU CornliiU 
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To thefe may be sdded the frontifpiccc of the ^ I 
Middle Tciupje near Flect-ftrcet, creded in 1684. 
And all the renovations of Weftminfter-abbcy, I 
which were made by Sir Chriftopber from 1698, till 
his deceafe in 1723$ and fince from defigns formed 
by him. But beiides thefe, federal other defigns of 
hliildings were drawn by him, that were not put in 
execution \ particularly, a defign for rebuilding the 
palace of Whitehall, fome time after the ceftoration ; 
ai>id two defigns for rebnildir^ Whitehall, after the 
fire at that palace in 1697. A large colle£Hon of his 
Oughts and defigns was purchafed by the memn 
hers of All- Souls college, which fill feireral large 
folios, and are repealed in their library, which 
IS adorned with a curious buft of Sir Chrifiopher^ 
who was a fellow of that college. 

Sir Chriftopher Wren was the author of (everal 

E' ces, fome of which have been pobliihed in the 
ilofophical TranfaAions, and others in the Parcn** 
talia, kc* and fome of his |»roduAions are yet re-< 
mainmg in manulcript. < 

s 

♦^* AutBoritiis. Ward's Lives of the Urtthzm 
Profeflbrs. Gen. Bioe. Dift. Britifb. fiiog. toL vri« 
8vo. Critical View of the public buildings in Loiick 
and Weftminftecy edit. 17 54. 
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ThbLIFEof 
SIR ISAAC NEWTON.. 

[A. D. 164a, to 1726.] 

MR. ISAAC NEWTON, th^iatherof 
t>iir great pbilofopher, was defcended from an 
ancknt family, which had its origin at Newton in 
Xjincafliire; but removing thence, was afterwards 
featcd at Weftby, in Lincolnftiire ; and about the year 
13 JO, becoming pqifeiled of the manor of Woolf- 
thorpe. ^n the fame county, fixed its refidcRce upon* 
that dcmefne. Here this prodigy of philofophical 
and nathematical learning was bomron Chriftmas- 
day, in i642* 

His • father dyings left him lord of that mailot 
while be was yet a child ; and a few years after, 
his mother engaged in a fecond marriage; however^ 
being a woman' of good fenfe, and of an ancient 
family herfelf, of tlie name of Afcongh, (he did 
not negle£t to take a becoming care of her fon's 
education ; and at twelve years of age put him ta 
the free-fchool at Gi^ntham iii the fame comity* 
It was not her deiign to breed tiim a fcholar ; there- 
fore, after lie had been at fchool fome years^ he- 
was taken home, that (being deprived as he was, 
of his father) be might betimes get an iniight into 
his own affairs, and be able the fooner to manage 
them bimielf. But upon trial the youth ihewed fo 
little difpofition to turn his thoi^li^ that way, axul 
at the fame time fluck fo clofely to his books, that his 
mother concluded it bcft to let him purfue the bent 
S of 
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of his own inclinations. For that purpofe fhe fent 
*him back to Grantham; whence, at eighteen jears 
of age, he removed to ^Cam bridge, where he was 
admitted into Trinity- college, in the year 1660. 

The ftudy of the mathcmaticks had been intro- 
duced into the univerfity in the beginning of this 
centary. From that* period> the elements of geb- 
«ie*try and algebra became generally one branch 
of a tutor's leftures to his pupils; but particularly 
Mr. Newton, at his admiffion, f6und Mr, (after- 
wards Dr.) Barrow, the moft eminent niathemati- 
cian of the time, felbw of his college. Mr. Lucas 
alfo dying Ihortly after, left by liis will the ap* 
pointment for founding his mathematical left ore 5 
which was fettled' in 1663, and Mri Barrow chofen 
• the firft profeflbr* 

Our author, therefore, by thus turning his thoughts 
to the mathcmaticks, fecms to have done no more 
than fall- in, as well with his own particular fitu- 
ation, as with the general lafte of that time ; but then 
it is univerfally confefled^ he did it with a genius- 
diat was fuperiofto all that ever went before him. 

For a beginning, he took up Euclid's Elements ; 
he run his eye over the book, and at fight was maf- 
ter of every propoiition in it. This done, the youth- 
ful vigour of his underflanding would not fufFer 
him to fVay and fit down, in order to contemplate 
the fingular excellence in tliat author's elegant 
manner of demonftrating, whcrdby the* whole fcries 
and connexion of the truths advanced is continu- 
ally kept in view up to their firft principles. This 
neglect, h^wever^, he was fenfible^f in his riper 
^e ; but his ingenuity in confeiTing an error, which 
otherwifc nobody could have furmifed, and that too 
after he w^as grown equally full of years and honour, 
by fetting out in another way, was, in him, only 
. . ' . allendcr 
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a ficnder jtiftancc of amoft amiable' fimplrcity of 
difpolition. 

' The truth iV, when he firft went to college, Des 
Cartes was ail the vogue. That eminent mathe- 
matician and philofopher had greatly extended the 
bounds of algebra, in the way of.expreffing geome- 
trical lines by algebraical equations, and thereby in* 
troduced a new method of treating geometry. 
' Our author flruck into this new analytical way, 
and prcfently faw to the end of the fartheft advances 
made by Des Cartes ; but having founded the depth 
of that author's underftanding, without feeling 
tlie extenfive power of his own, he proceeded to read 
thofe pieced' of Dr. Wallis which were then printed," 
andparticuIarlyhis"Arithmetica Infinltorum." Here 
our author firft found that matter which fet his 
boundlefs invention to work; and led him by deg^;ees* 
to tiie invention of his " New Method of Infinite 
Series and Fluxions," which after about two years' 
clofe application to the beft mathematical' authors- 
then extant, hecompleated and made public n 1665 ;' 
and the fame year he took the degree' of bachelor 
of arts. 

About this time ' he obferved; that the"" greateft 
mathematical profeflbrs were bufied in finding ou^ 
improvements to telefcopes, and he threw afide all 
abflrafted fpeculations, to engage in this more ufeful 
ftudy, ' , ' 

Des Cartes, in his dioptrics, the beft of his per* 
fbrmances in philofophy, taking up with the com-» 
monly-received opinion, that light was homogene-- 
dus ; had upon this principle firft difcovered the 
Jaws of refraftion, and demonftratcd, that the per* 
fe<5ting of telefopes depended on finding out- the 
way of making the glaffes in elliptic, parabolic, or 
hyperbolic figurest 

ThJf 
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This had fet our eminent men ta work, and- 
amongft others Mr. (afterwards Sir Chriftopher) 
Wren, who had juft made coniiderable advances 
towards compleating this fo uieful an inventioot as 
it was then thought to be. " 

Mr. Newton, therefore, wliofe private affairs had 
4rawn him into Lincolnihire for a (hort time, nd 
fooner got back to college than he applied him^elft 
in the year 1666, to the grinding of optic glafles 
of other figures than fphef ical, havine no difiruft 
as yet bf the homogeneous nature of light ; but 
not hitting prefently upon any thing in this attempt^ 
which fucceoled to his mind, he procured a glafs 
prifm, in order to try the celebrated phenomena of 
colours, not long before difcovered by Grimaldi* 

He was much pleafed at firfl with viewing the 
vivid brightnefs of tlie colours produced by this 
experiment ; but after a»while, . applying himfelf 
to confider them in a philofophical way, with that 
circumfpeAion which was natural to him; he bb» 
came immediately furprized to fee them in an ob- 
long form i which, according to the received mk 
of refra£tions, ought to have been circular; yet 
at firft he thought the irregularity might pof&bly 
be no more than accidental ; but this was a queilipn 
he could n6t leave without farther fatisfaftion : he 
Ibetefore prefently invented an infallible method of 
deciding it, and this produced his ** New Theory, 
gf Light and Colours." 

However, the theory alone, unexpefted and fur- 
prifing as die difcovery was, ^id not fatisfy him-{ 
he rather coniidered the proper ufe that might he 
made for improving telefcopes | which was. his firft 
defignk 

To this end, having now difcovered light not 
to be homogeneal, but an heterogeneous mixture 
^f differently refrangible rays, he computed the 

errors 
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errors arifing from this difFerent refrangibility; and 
finding them' to exceed ibnle hundreds of tiroes 
thofe oGcaiioncd by the circular figure of the gl flTcs, 
he laid aiide his glafs-works, and took reflexions 
into confideration. 

He nowr underftood that optical infiruments mi^jht 
be brought to any degree of perfciftion imaginable, 
provided a reileding fubftance could be found, which 
would poiifh as finely as glafs, and refled^ as much 
light as glafs tranfmits, and the art of giving it a 
parabolic figure be alfo obtained. But thefc leemed 
to him very great difficulties ; nay, he almofl thought 
them infuperable, when he farther confidercd, that 
every irregularity in a rcflcfling fuperficies malce^ 
the rays ftray five or fix times more from their due 
courfe, than the like irregularities in a refraSing one. 
Amidft thefe thoughts, he was forced from Cam- 
bridge by the plague; and it was more than two 
yc'-rs before he made any further progrefs on the 
fubjefV. However, he was far from pafling away 
the hours in a negligence of thought in the" coun* 
try ; on the contrary, it was here, at this time, that 
he firft ftarted the hint that gave rife to the f^ flem 
of the world ; which is the main fubjcfl of Ihs 
•* Principia.'* 

The confideration of accelerated motion in the 
Method of Fluxions above-mentioned^ which he 
was ftill innproving, unavoidably led his thoughts 
to the fubjeft of graviy, the effe<a of which is an 
i'nrftance of that motion in nature. And now, as 
|ie fat in a garden alone In the country, he very na- 
turally fell into fome reflieftions on the power of 
this principle ; that, as this power is not found fen- 
fibly diminifhed at the remoteft diftancc from the 
centre of the earth to which we can rife, neither at 
the tops of the loftieft buildings, nor on the fuih- 
mits of the higheft mountains, it appeared to him 
Vol. V. P reafonablc 
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reafooable to conclude, that thts power muft extend^ 
much farther than was.ufually thought. Why not 
as high as the moon? faid he to hinafelf ; and, if 
fo, her motioQ muft be influenced by it; perhaps 
fhc is retained in her orbit thereby ; however, though 
the power o€ gravity is not feoiibiy weakened in 
the little change ofdiftance at which we iEan plac^ 
ourfelves from the center of the earth ; yet it is very, 
poffible^ that, as high as the moon, this power may 
differ much in ftrengtb from what it is here. 

To make an eftimate what might be the degree 
of this*diminution, he confidered with hiqifelf, that, 
if the moon be retained in her orbit by the force of 
gravity^ no doubt the prinmry planets arc carried, 
round the fun by the like power ; and by corapar* 
ing the periods of the feyeral planets with their dif- 
tances from the fun, he found- th?it if- any power 
like gravity held them in their cowrfes^ its ftrength 
muft dccreafe in the duplicate proportion of the in- 
creafe of di fiance. 

This he concluded, by fuppofing them to move 
in perfed circles cohce![itrical to the fun, from which 
the orbits of the greatcft-^rt df them do not much 
differ. Suppoiing therefore t^he power of gravity, 
^fvhen^ extended to the moon Vo decreafe in the fame, 
manner, he computed whether that force would bq 
fufficient to keep the moon in her orbit. 

In this computation, bcjng abfent from books,, 
he took the common eftimate, in ufe among geo-. 
graphers and our feamen, before Norwood had mea- 
fared the earth, that fixty Englifli; miles compl^tei 
one degree of latitude ; but, as this is. a very faulty_ 
fuppofition, each drgrce containing about iixty-ninc, 
Englifh miles and an half, his* cpmputation upon 
it did not. make the power of;gravny, decreafiog in a 
duplicate proportion to, the diftsfcnce, anfwerable to, 
the power, which retained the moon in her orbit ; 
. ^ ; whence* 
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whence he concluded, that foroe' other caufe muft a 
Icaft jom with the a£lion of the power .of gravity 
en the moon. For .this reafon, he laid afide, for 
that time, any farther thoughts upon the matter. 

An eafinefs fo refigned, as to give up a favourite 
opinion, founded upon the beft ailronomical obfer* 
rations of the whole planetary fyftem, js^ an illuf- 
trious proof of a temper exadly fitted for philofo- 
phicat enquiries. 

^ Mr. Voltaire relates it, as an anecdote of parti- 
cular ufe in the hiftory of the human mind i as it 
(hews at once, both how great an exadnefs is 
necelFafy in thefe fciences, and likewise how dilin** 
tereiled Mr. Newton was in his fearch after truth. 

it is indeed a little furprifing, that he fliould 
not thtn be acquainted with Mr. Norwood's Men- 
furation, which was made in 1635 ; and feems 
to be more fp dill, that he did not inform himfelf 
when he returned to Cambridge, which he did 
fhortly after. In the year 1667, he was chofen 
fellow of his college, and took the degree of 
mafter of arts. His thoughts were now again en* 
gaged upon his newly^prcjcfled telefcope by reflec* 
tion ; which, being a very ufeful invention, he was 
moft deiirous to complete: and in 166S1 having 
confidcred what Mr. James Grcgjory propofed in 
his ** Optica Promota," concerning fuch a tele« 
fcope, with a hole in the midft of the obje£k-metaf, 
to tranfmit the light to an ey^-glafs placed behind 
it,, he thought the difad vantages would be fo great, 
that be refolved, before he put any thing in prac* 
tice, t© alter Mr. Gregory's dcfign, and place the 
eye-glafs at the fide of the tube, rather than in the 
middle; he then made a fmall inftrument, with an 
ob|e(9^-aietal fpherically concave : but this was only 
» rude ellajr ; the chief defeft lay in wanting a good 
poliih for the meUK This therefore be fet himfeif 
. Pa to 
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to find out, when Dr. Barrow refigning the mathe- 
matical -chair at Cambridge to him, in Nov. i66g, 
the bufincfs of that profellorfcip interrupted his at- 
tention to the telefcopc. 

In the mean time, an uncirpeded occafion drevtr 
from our author a di fee very of the vaft improve- 
ments he had made in geometry by the help of his 
new analyi]». 

Lord vifcount Brouncker, the year before, bad 
publifhed a quadrature of the hyperbola in an infi- 
nite feries; which, by the help of'Dr. Wallis's divi- 
fion, was foon after demonftrated by Mr. Nicholas 
Mercator, in his ^* Logarithmotcchnica," in 1668. 

This being the firft appeJirance of a feries of this 
fort, drawn from the particular nature of the curve 
cxprefltd in an abftradied algebraical equation, and 
that in a manner very new, the book prefently came 
into the hands of Dr. Barrow, then at Trinity- 
collage ; who having, upon another occafion, been 
informed fomc time before by Mr. Newton, that 
he had a general method of drawing tangents, com- 
municated this invention of Mercator*s to that fel- 
low-collegian : upon fight of which, our author 
brought him thofe papers of his own, that con- 
tained his " Analyfis per aequationes numero lermi- 
.norum infinitas." 

The doctor perufing it ftcod amazed at the pro- 
digious performance, and immediately accquainted 
his friend Mr. Collins with it; at whofc requeflhe 
afterwards obtained leave of Mr. Newton to fend 
him the papers. Mr. Collins taking a copy before he 
returned the treafure, thence got the means of 
difperfing other tranfcripts to all the moft eminent 
of his maihematical acquaintance* But, notwith* 
{landing this, it was not till many years afterwards, 
that the full extent to which our author had carried 
the invention came to be well uncierftood. 

Mr. 
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Mr. FontenelJc obfcrvcs, that it wa$ natural to 
expert, that Mr, Newton, upon feeing Mcrcator's 
be>ok, would have been forward to open his treafure, 
and thisreby fecure to himfelf the glory of being 
the firft difcoverer. But this was not his way of 
thinkings on the contrary, we know, from his owa 
words, that he thought Mcrcator had entirely difco- 
vered his fecret ; Of that others would before he was 
of a proper age for writing to the publick. The empty- 
mme barely of doing what nobody elfe could do, 
he looked upon as a child's bauble ; his views were 
much higher, and more noble; he thought to build 
bis fame upon a more fubftantial foundation. 

Thcfe fpcculative inventions, therefore, however 
ingenious, were kept by him as neceflary tools and 
implements in his refearches into the works of Na» 
ture; there he knew they would be of ufe to him j 
and he knew too how t > uTe them there to advantage ; 
and in thefe views only it was, that he fet any parr 
ticular value upon them. Nay, he was now aftually 
making this ufe of them, in difcoveririg the proper- 
ties and unravelling the fubtle adtions of lighr. 

As his thoughts bad been for fbme time chiefly 
employed upon opticks, he made his difcoveries in 
that fcience the fubjedt of his leftures for the three 
firft years after he was appointed mathematical pro- 
feffor. 

He had not finifhed thefe leisures when he was 
chofen fellow of the Royal Society in January, 1672 ; 
and, having now brought his theory of light and 
colours to a great degree of perfusion, he commu- 
nicated it to that Society firft, to have jtheir judgment 
upon it; and it was afterwards publilhed in their 
Tranfaftions of Februacy, 1672. 

But, notwithftanding all this precaution which 

was taken in preparing it for public view, yet it was 

io ablolutely new and unfufpefted, fo totally fub- 

P 3 verfivc 
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^er/Svc of all men's fettled opinions in this matter ; 
ftich a nice degree of accuracy and exadinefs mi] 
neceffary in making the experiments upon which 
it was founded, and the reafoning alfo upon thofe 
experiments was fo very fubcle and penetrating, that 
it no fooner went abroad into the world, than it fouud 
oppofers in all quarters wherever it appeared. 

Our author was thus uncxpedicdiy drawn into 
various difputes about it; which being for the 
moft part occafioned, either by too much haftineiSi 
in trying his experiments, ©r cJfe by reafoning wrongly 
upon them, were very grievous to him. 

He had fpent eight years in repeating the expe*» 
fiments which afccrtaincd <he truth of the fa£^^ and 
now thought to oblige the world, by difclofing one 
of the moft hidden fccrets of Nature 5 and there was 
room to expeft the l>enefa£tion would be received 
with all imaginable gratitude : but, fteeped as they 
tvere in error, thcdifcovery feems to have been con- 
itrued into a reproach of their ignorance ; and they 
fufTeied for it. - .> 'i 

By this fpecimen, the great inVentor dearly faw 
what w uld be the confequence of giving the reft 
'of his theory, where he knew there muft appear fi> 
many yet more amazingly fevere truths. 
" For this reafon, he laid by his optical lefturcf, 
after he' had prepared them for the prcfs,- with a de- 
iign to publifli them: and as he had referred, for the 
demonftrations of fome things therein, to his Analyih 
by Infinite Series; his intention was, that the lee- 
'turcs ftiould be accompanied with it: for which 
purpofe he had enlarged and revifed it, and caft it 
'into a better form. He had Hkewife illuflrated it 
wi:h a ftreat variety of examples, and fet the whole 
Mcthf d of Fluxions entitely in a new light. How- 
ever, he had not com pleated his whole delign, betofc 
the decree againft publication was paflfed ; for he 
'had thought of adding Hhe manner of lefolving 

fiich 
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fikdh problerttfi as could not be reduced to quadra- 
tttrc&, Whkh he n.evcr com pleated. 

In thistondudl, our author evidently afled agajnft, 
Ms own fame 5 Vut that motive had little weight 
with bim, when thrown in the balance againft 
the fweet enjoyment of an unrobed ferenity 'of 
thought ; a bkffing which he valued above all 
the glory that mathcirtaticks or phjlofophy could heap 
upon bim. 

!n this dif^ofition of mind he refumed his reflefl*. 
ing-tetefeotje, the' moft immediately ufcful part of 
- his opticks ; and obferving that there was no abfo* 
lute neceflity for the parabolic figure of the glalTe?, 
fince, if metals could be ground truly fphericai, 
they would bear as great apertures as men would be 
able to give a pblifh to, he completed anoth-er in* 
ftruhnent of this kin<3 5 which ^ntwering the pur- 
pofc fo well, as, though it was only fix inches long, 
yet hc'had fecn with it Jupiter diftinftly round, as 
ialfo his four fatcUitcs, and Vepus horned, he fent 
it to the Royal Society at their requeft, together \f ith 
a dcfcfiption of it; which was afterwards pq^lifh- 
cd in the Philofophical Tranfadions far the year 
1672, No. 81. 

^ There are likewife, in the two immediately fub- 
Tequent nuilf^bers^ feveral further obfervations and 
• ^particulars relating to this new invention, comnlu* 
nicated by him in the view of feconding th6 defigfi 
of the Society, to recommend it to fomc ftilful artiAs, 
for further improveqncnt, with refpcft to the two 
particulars which were ftill wanting, a proper com- 
pofition of metal, and a good polifb ; in confequence 
of which, the Society made feveral attempts,- but 
•without fttccefs. 

The fame ye^ar, he publiftied, at Cambridge, m 
8vo, *' B^rnardi f^aremi Geographia Genera is ^ in 
fUa Affttiknei Generaks Telfyris €xplicaHtur^ au&a 
<3t iltufirata ah If. Newton.** 

P 4 About 
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About this time he had likewife fome thoughts 
of publilhing Kinckhuyfen's Algebra, but after- 
. wards dropped that deiign. 

; la 1675, Mr. Hooke laying claim to fome of his 
inventions in his " New Theory of Light and Co- 
lours," he aflerted his right thereunto with a becora- 
ing fpirit; and, the following year, at the requeft 
of Mr. Leibnitz, he wrote two letters to be commu- 
nicated toliim, wherein he explained his invention 
of Infinite Series, and took notice how far he had 
improved it by his Method of Fluxions ; which, 
iiovvever, he ftiU concealed, by a tranfpofition of 
the letters in Jo an alphabetical order, that made up 
the two fundamental probjems of it. This was done, 
that he might be at liberty to aher his method in 
fome things, in cafe any body elfc fliould find it out. 

In the winter between 1676 and 1677, he found 
the grand propofition, that, by a centripetal force 
reciprocally as thejqiiare of the diftance, a planet 
mull revolve in an ellipfis about the centre of force 
. placed in the. lower focus of the elliplis, and with 
a radius drawn to that centre defcribe areas propor^ - 
tional to the times. 

Li 1680, he ^ made feveral aftronomical obferva^ 
tJons upon the comet that then appeared; which, 
fgr fome confiderable time, he took npftOjbe one 
and the fame, but. two different comets, againft tha 
opinion of Mr. Flamfteed. 

However, the confequences of the, theory of cen- 
tripetal and centrifugal forces being thi fubjeft of 
jnuch enquiry about this time, he received a letter 
from Mr, Hooke, explaining what muft be theli|ic 
defcribed by a falling body, fuppofed to be moved 
circularly by the diurnal motion of the eartli, an^ 
.perpendicularly by the power of gravity. 

This letter put Mr. Newton upon enquiring 
what was the real figure in which fuch a body 

moved ; 
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jnoved ; and this enquiry gave occafion^ to hi& re- 
fuming his former thoughts concerning the moon : 
and Picart having, not long befo^, viz. in 1679, 
Qieafured a degree of the earth, by uiing I;iis mea* 
fures^ the moon appeared to be retained in her 
orbit purely by the power of gravity ; and, confe- 
quently, that this power decreafcs in the duplicate 
proportion of the diftance^ as he had formerly con- 
jedured. 

Upon this principle, he found the line defcribed 
by a falling body to be an ellipfis, the centre of 
.the earth being one focus; and finding by this 
means that tlie primary planets really moved in 
fuch orbits as Kepler had guefled, he had the fa- 
tisfaftion. to fee, that this enquiry, which he had 
undertaken at firft out of mere curiofity, could be 
applied to the grcatdft purpofes. Hereupon be dretv 
up near a dozen propoiitions relating to the motion 
of the primary plahcts about the .fun ; which were 
communicated to the Royal Society the latter" end 
of the year 1683. 

Thcfe propofitions' coming to the knowledge of • 
Dr. Edmund Haliey, the celebrated aftronoracr, , 
that geiitlemain, finding himfelf baffled in his at- 
tempts to demofiftrate this motion of the primary - 
planets clearly without his afliftaricc, took a^ journey 
to Cambridge in Auguft, 1684, in order to 'confult 
Mr. Mewton. 

Our author prefently informed him, that he Fud 
abfolutely compleated the much-defired detnonftra- 
tfon ; and Dr. Haliey receiving it from him in No-, 
vember, made him a fecond vifit at Cambridge; 
where he got his confent, with fome di/Iiculty, tp 
have it entered in the. regifter-books of the Koyal 
Society. After which, by Dr. Haliey- s impoita- 
nity, and the rfequeft of that Society, our author 
:was prevailed witli to finifti the work. 

P5 The 
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The third book, being only a corolfafy of foirfe- 
propoiitions in the firft, was then drawn up bV 
liim in the popular way, with a defign to publilh 
jt in that form with the other two : but the ma- 
nuTcript being prefented with a dedication to th^ 
Royal Society, in April, j686, Mr. Hooke, very 
injurioufly,^ infiflcd upon his having demonftTated 
Kepler's problem before our author ; whereupon, 
rather than be involved again in controverfy, he 
determined to fupprefs the third book, till his 
friends prevailed upon him to alter that refolution. 
However, he was now convinced that it would be 
bed A)ot to let it go abroad without ftrift deraon- 
fftration, 
, The book was put to the prefs by the Society 
foon after Midfummer, 1686, under' the care of 
Dr. Hallcy, then afliftant-fccretary ; and it came 
out about Midfumracr, 1687, "under the title of 
•• PhUoJophia:^ Naiuraits Principla Mathematical^* 

From hence it appears, that this tieatife, full of 
fuch a variety of profound inventions, was com- 
pofed from fcarcely any other materials than the 
lew propofitions before-mentioned, in the fpace of 
eighteen months. 

The fccond edition, with great additions and 
improvements by the author « was printed in 1713, 
4to. under the dire£iion of Mr. Roger Cotes, pro- 
feflor of aftronomy and experimental philofophy in 
that univerfity, who prefixed a preface, giving an 
account of the philofophy contained in the book, 
cfpecially with regard to the famed vortices of De$ 
Cartes ; which, though irrefragably refuted herein, 
ftill had tfieir abettors. 

The third edition, with ftill further improve- 
ments by the author, was publifhed at London, ia 
4to, under the cate of Henry Pemberton, M. D. 

TbJ» 
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This- book, in whicli our author had built anew 
lyftemof natural philofophy, upon the moft lublimc 
geometry, did not meet at firft with all the applaufc 
it defcrved, and was one day tp receive. Two rea- 
fcns concurred in producing this efFedl : Des Cartes 
had then 'gotten full pofleflion' of the world ; his 
Philofopliy was, indeed, the crejiture of a fine ima- 
gination, gaily dreilbd in a tempting metaphorical 
ftyle; he had given her, likewife, fome of Nature's 
true features, and painted the reft to a feeming of 
Nature's likenefs, ^ith a fmiling countenance ; be- 
fides. whatever fhe faid was eaiiiy upderftood ; and 
tlius fhe yielded herfelf up, without any great diffi- 
culty, to her votaries. Upon thefe accounts, people 
in general even took unkindly an Attempt to awaken 
them outof fo pieafing a dream. 

• On the other hand, Mr. Newton had, with an 
unparalleled penetration, purfued Nature up to her 
moft fecret abodes, and was intent to denionftrate 
her refidence to others, rat|ier than anxious to point- 
out the way by which he arrived at it himfeif. He 
finifhed his piece with that elegant concifenefs 
which had juftly gained the ancients an univeifal 
efteem*. Indeed, the confequences flow with fuch 
rapidity from the principles, that the reader is often 
left to fupply a long chain to connect them 5 there- 
fore it required fome time before the world could 
underftand it; the beft mathematicians were oblig- 
ed to itudy it \yith care before ttiey could be maf- 
ters of it ; and thofe of a lower clafs durft not ven- 
ture upon it, till encouraged by the teftimonies pf 
the moil learned : but, at laft, when its worth came 
to be fufficiently known, the approbation, which 
bad been fo fiowly gained, became univcrfal 5 and 
nothing was to be heard from all quarters but one 
general ihout of admiration. 

P 6 ♦• Docs 
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" Does Mr. Newton eat, or drinky or flccp, 
like other men ?" fays the marqais THopital,. one 
of the great eft mathematicians of the age, to the 
Englifh who vifited hira ; ** I reprefent bitti to my- 
felf as a celeftial genius, entirely difengagtsd from 
matter." 

In the midft of all tbefe profound, phtlofbphical 
refearches, juft before his Principia went to the 
piefs, the privileges of the univerfity being attacked 
by king James IL our grejtt philofopher appeared 
among the moft hearty aflertors and defenders of 
them ; and was, accordingly, one of the delegates 
to the high-commiffion-court { where the fteadyde^ 
fence they made was fo unexpeftcd, that the king 
thought proper to drop the affair. 

After this he was chofen one of the univerfity 
reprefentatives in the Convention Parliament in 
ib88, in which he attended till its dilToIution. 
- Charles Montague, afterwards earl of Halifax, 
fat likewife, for the iirfl time, in that parliament ; 
and, being bred at the fame college, was well ac« 
quainted with our author's abilities ; and undertak- 
ing the great work of re-coining the money when he 
became chancellor of the exchequer, he obtained 
of the king, for Mr. Newton, in 1696, the office 
of warden of the mint. 

1 his poft put him in a capacity of doing fjghal 
fervices in that affair, which was of fa great impor- 
tance to the nation : and^ three years after, he was 
promoted to be mafter of the mint, a place worth 
from 12 to 1500U per annum, which he held till 
his death. 

Upon this promotion he appointed Mr. Wil- 
liam Whiflen, then mafter of arts, at Clare-hall, 
his deputy in the mathematical profeffoiffiip at 
Cambiidge; giving him the full profits, of the 

place ; 
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place ; and not long aft» he procured him to be 
his fuccelTor in that poft* 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris having, 
this. year, made a new regulation for admitting jfo- 
reigners. into that fociety, Mr. Newton was immedi- 
ately ele£ted a member of that academy. 

In 1703, he was chofen prefidcnt of the Royal 
Society ; and he remained in that honourable na- 
tion to the time of his death. 

In 1 7049 he publifhed, at London, in 4to. his 
** Optics : or, a Treatife of the Reflexions, 
RafraAions,^ Inflexions, and Colours of Light.*' 
He bad at times employed thirty years in bringing 
the experiments to that degree of certainty and 
exaftnefs, which alone could fati^fy himfelf. In 
reality this feems to have been his favourite inven- 
tion. 

In the fpeculations of infinite ferics and fluxions, 
as alfo in his demonflrations of the power of gra- 
vity in prcferving the foiar fyftem, there had been 
fome, though diftant, hints given by others before 
him ; whereas, in the diflc&ing a ray of light into 
its firft conftitucnt particles, which then admitted 
of no farther feparation ; in the difcovery of the 
.diflrerent rcfrangibihty of tliefe particles thus fepa- 
rated, and that thefe conftituent rays had each its 
own peculiar colour inherent in it ; that rays falling 
in the fame angle of incidence have alternate fits of 
reflexion and refradtion ; that bodies are rendered 
tranfparcnt by the minutenefs of their pores, and 
become opaque by having them large; and that 
the moft tranfparcnt body,, by having a great thin- 
nefs, will become lefs pervious to the light : in all 
thefe, which made up his New Theory of Light 
s^nd Colours, he was abfolutely and entirely the 
iirft ftarter ; and, as the fubjeft is of the moft fubtle 
. And 
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and delicate nature, he thonght it neceflary to be 
himfelf tlje laft finifher of it. 

. fiut his afTiduo^s philofophical refearches for fo 
many years were far from being confined to th* 
fubjeft of light alone : ort the contrary, all that 
we know of natural bodies ff ein^d to be compre- 
hended in it ; he had found out, that there was 
« mutual adion at a diftance between light and other, 
bodies ; by which both the reflexions and refrac- 
tion$f as well as inflexions, of the former were 
^onftantly produced. 

Tt) afcertain the force and extent of this prin* 
ciple of a£tion, was what had all along engaged 
his thoughts ; and what, after all, by its extreme 
fubtlcty, efcaped even his rooft penetrating fpirit. 
HoWcver, though he has not made fo full a difco- 
very of this principle, which di reds the courfe of 
light, as he has in relation to the power by which 
the planets are kept in their courfes ; yet he gave 
the befl: direftions poflible for fuch ^s might be 
inclined to carry on the work ; and ferniChcd mat* 
tcr abundantly enough to animate them to the pur- 
fuit. He^ has, indeed, hereby opened a way of 
pafl!ing from optics to an entire fyftem of phyfics ; 
and, if we look upon his queries as containing the 
hiftory of a great man's' firft thoughts, even in that 
view they mull be entertaining and curious. 

He was very anxious that his true meaning i#i 
them ihould be rightly underftood , which wa&, to 
furnilh fufficient motives for making farther en- 
quiries ; but, in the meantime, not to determine 
■any thing : and, when Dr. Freind publifhed hi* 
Leftures in Chemiftry, a few years after, and in ex- 
plaining the phenomena of chemical experiments 
■aflfumed the aftraftion for a principle, which in the 
^uerie^ was eniy ftarted. as a- conjefture,: bur author 
c^^plained of it as an injury done to him. Upon 

the 
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Ihe Tame accdunt it was, that, in the advcrtifem^nt; 
prefixed to the Optics, hcsexpreffed a dcfirt that 
his book might not be tranflated into Latin without 
bis confcnt ; and, when Dr. Clarke, whb, to pre* 
vent others, immediately undertook it, with his 
Approbation, prefented the manufcript to him, find* 
ing herein his fenfe accurately exprefled in elegant 
language, he was fo much pleafed 'with it, that hd 
^avc him 500 1.. or 100 1; for each of his children. - 
Dr. Clarke's tranflatioh was printed at London 
in 1706, 4to. and our author printing a 2d edition 
of this book, with improvements, there, in 17 18; 
8vo. the fecond edition of Dr." Clarke's tranflation 
was likewife pubHfhed in 1719, 4^0. Mr. Peter 
Cofte tranflated it into French from the fecoiid 
editiott* 

The firft edition of the Optics was accompanied 
with his Quadrature of Curves by his New Analy- 
fis ; to which he fubjoined, An Enumeration of 
the Lines of the Third Order r both contained 
under the following title, ** Traftatus duo de . 
Speciebus & Magnitudine Figurarum Curvili- 
nearum." This was the firft appearance in print of 
his Method of Fluxions. It was apparently done 
upon the plan of his original intention in 1671, as 
has been mentioned. He declined to publifh it then, 
on account of ax:ontroverfy, and it unluckily prov* 
cd theoccafion of drawing him into another now. 

In 1705, qvrcen Anne, in confideration of ht* 
extraordinary merit, conferred the honour of knight** 
hood upon him. 

In 1707, Mr. Whifton, by our author's per- 
ftiiflion, publilhed his algebraical leftures' undet 
this title: " A-'lhmetica ilniver/dlisy five dt Cam-^ 
pofetione (it R^/olutiont Aritbmet'ua Lii^er :^' and it 
was put into Englilh by Mr. Ralphfon from this 
edition. «- 

^•^ 1 , Sir 
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Sir Ifaac printed a fecond edition, wtth improve^ 
ments, under the care of Mr. Machin, profeflbr of 
aftronomy at Greftiam^oUege, and fecretary to the 
Royal Society. 

This work was another fpecimen of the vnft 
depth of our author's genius. Dr. Pemberton tells 
usy that he called this treatife by the name of Uni* 
verfal Arithmetic, in oppolition to the injudicious 
title of Geometry, which Des Cartes has ^ven to 
the treatife wherein he (hews how the geometer 
may affift his invention by fuch kind of computa- 
tions. 

In 171 1, our author*); " Antilyjii per Suatitifa'* 
turn Series, Fluxiones i^ Differentias cum Enumgret^ 
tiorj Linearum Tertii Ordinis,** was publiihed at* 
London, in 4to, by William Jones, Efq; F« R, S. 
who met with a copy of the firft of thefc pieces 
among the papers of Mr» John Collins, to whom^ 
as already mentioned, it had been communicated 
by Dr. Barrow in x669» 

The publication of this book was occafioned by 
the difpute about the invention of the Method of 
Fluxions, which likewife gave birth to ; the follow- 
ing work, undertaken by the confent of Sir Ifaac^ 
and printed the next year at London, in 4to. A col- 
leftion of feveral letters by Sirlfaac and others, in 
relation to that controverly, under this titlei 
•* Commercium Epiftolicum D. Johannis Collins {3* 
filiorutnj de Anaiyji promotd, ^Jfu Societatis Regia in 
tucifk editum. 

In 17 14, Mr. Humphrey Ditton and Mr, Wil- 
liam Whifton having propofed and publifhed a - 
new method of difcovering the longitude at fea by 
fignals, it was laid before the Houfe of Commons, to 
procure their encouragement : upon which a cona- 
mittee was appointed to take the matter into con- 
fideration j who, fending to ^Sir Ifaac Newton for 

his 
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his opinion, he immediately drew up the following 
paper, which was delivered to tlie Committee on 
the 2d of June* 

** For determining the longitude at fea there 
bave been feveral projefts^ true in theory, but dif- 
ficult to execute. 

** I. One is by a watch, to keep time exaflly'; 
but,^ by reafon of the motion of a (hip, the varia- 
tion of heat and cold, wet or dry, and the differ- 
ence of gravity in difTerent latitudes, fuch a watch 
bath not yet been made. 

"II. Another is by the eclipfes of Jupiter's fa- 
tellites ; but, by reafon of the length of telefcopes 
ncceflary to obferve them, and the motion of a (hip 
at fea,, thofe eclipfes cannot yet be there obferved. 

" III. A third is, by the place of the Moon ; but 
her theory is not yet exaft enough for that purpofe ; 
it i$ exaft enough to determine the longitude with-* 
ill two or three degrees, but not within a degree. 

". IV. A fourth is Mr.- Dittpn's projeft ; and 
this is rather for keeping an account of the longi-^ 
tude at fea, than for finding it if at any time it 
fliouldbe loft, as it may. eafily be in cloudy wea- 
ther. How far this is pra£l]cable,. and ,with what 
chaige, they that are fkilled in fea-afFairs are beft 
able to judge. In failing by this method, when- 
ever they are to pafs oyer very deep feas, .they muft 
fail due eaft or weft ; they liiuft firft fail into the 
latitude of the next place to which they are going 
beyond it, and then keep due eaft or weft till they 
come at that place. 

•* In the three firft ways there muft be a watch 
regulate4 by a fpring, and reSified every vifiblc 
fun-rife and fun-fet, to tell the hour of the day or 
night. In the fourth way fuch a watch is not 
neceflary. In the ^firft way there muft be two 
watches, this and theN^ther above-mentioned. In 
2 any 
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any of the three ifirft ways it may be of fervkc to 
find the longitude "wkhm i degree, and of m^ich 
more ierviceto find it within forty mtn\ites, or half 
a degree, if it may j and the fuccefs may defer ve re- 
wards ajccordingly. 

* *• In tlie fourth way, it 1s.eafier to enable feamen 
to know their diftance and bearing from the fhorey^ 
forty, fixty, or eighty miles off, than to crofs the 
feas ; and fome part of the reward may be given, 
when the firft is 'performed on tlic coaft of Great 
Britain, for the lafety of thips cotoing lK>me ; and 
the reft when feamen ihall be eftabled to fail to an 
affigned remote harbour without 'lofirjg tlieir longi- 
tude, if it inajr be.** 

Upon this opinion the Houfe of Commtwis threW^ 
afide the petitions of Ditton and Whifton. 

In 17151 Mr. Leibnitz, intetklifrg to bring thi 
World more eafily 4rtto a belief tfctf Sir Ifaac bad 
|akcn the method of Fluxions fromlMe differential 
method, thoDglit to foil his tnith^matfOal-ffeiirby 
the famous 'i^&Merti 6f flue Trajeflofiesr, which h4 
therefore proppfed to tlw Englifti 'by Way of dhal^ 
lenge. But the felution of this, though tt was th^ 
moft difficult propofition his antagonift could thinR 
of, after a great deal ot fhidy ; and which> ihd^ed^ 
might pafs for a confiderabk performancfe in anofher, 
vet-was hardly any niore than an artiufement to Sit 
Ifaac. He received the problem at four o'clock in 
the evening, as he was returning from the Mint; 
and, though he was extremely fatigued with bufi* 
nefs, yet he finifticd the foiutioiT of it befoYc h4 
went to bed. 

As Mr. Leibnitz was privy couti fell or of juftice 
to the eleftor of Hanover, when that prince was 
taifed to the Britifh throne, Sir Ifaac cime to be 
taken particular notice of at court ; ahd it 'was for 

tht 
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rtl6 imtnediate fatisfa£tion of king George!^ that he 
was* prevailed with to put the laft liand to the dif*- 
pute about the invention of Fluxions. 

In this court, tlie princefs of Wales, afterwards 
queen-confort to his late majefty, king George ll* 
happened to have a curiofity which led her parti- 
cularly to look into philofophical' enquiries. Nor 
fooner, therefore, was (he informed of Sir Ifaac's 
attachment to the houfe of Hanover, than (he en- 
gaged his converfation, which prcfently endeared 
him to her. Here (he found, in every difficulty, 
that full fatisfa6tton which (he had in vain foiiight 
f6rei(ewhere; and her highnefs was often heaid 
to decbre in public, that die thought herfeif 'happy 
in coming into the woiid at a juncture of timo 
Which put it in her power to converfe with him* 

Amongft other things, Sir Ifaac one day ac« 
quatnted her highnefs wuh his thoughts upon fome 
points of chronology, and corataunkat^ to he^ 
what- he h^d formerly wrote purely for his owa 
amufement upon that fubjeft. J3ut the pUn apr 
geared to be fo unex{ie£tediy new and ingenious, 
that'fhe^could n«t be fatisiied tilt he promifed he{ 
to complete a work (he found fo happily begun. 

Not long after, about the year 1718,' the prin«> 
•cefs begged (he itlight have a copy of thefe papers* 
Sir Ifaac teprefented to "her highnefs that they lay 
Yfcry confufed ; and, beiides, what he had written 
therein was imperfcft ; but, in a few days, he 
could draw up an abftraft thereof, if it rtiight be 
-kept fecret. Som^ time -^fter Ije had done this and 
, prefented it, (he defired that Signior Conti, a Vc^ 
netian nobleman, then in England, might have a 
copy of it. This was a reqaeft which could noit 
be denied, efpecially as the condition of fecrecy ^aa 
readily promifed, 

NotWitk* 
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Notwitbfbnding this promtfer Comi, who-, dur-» 
ing his ftay in England, had always afFedod to 
fhew a particular friendfhip for Sir Ifaac, no foonep 
got crofs the water into France, but he difocrfed 
copies of it ; and got an antiquary to tranilate it 
into French, and to write a confutation of it. This 
was printed at Paris in 1727 ; after which, a copy 
of the tntnflation only, without the remarks, under 
this title", " Jihrigi de Chr§nokgii de M. le CbevQlkr 
Hiwton^ fait par lui^mime & traduit fur le manU'* 
fcript Angloisy^ was delivered, as a prefent, from 
the bookfeller tliat printed it, to our author, in order 
to obtain his confent to the publication; which, 
thou^ exprefsly denied by him, yet the whole was 
publiOied not long after in the fame year. 

Upon this, Sir Ifaac publiflied, in the Philofo* 
phical TranfaAions* No. 316, vol* xxxiv. p. 315, 
^^ Remarks upon the Obfervations made upon a 
Chronological Index of Sir Ifaac Newton, tranllatr 
ed into French by the Obfervator, and published at 
Paris." 

About the year 1722V this incomparable man^ 
being then in the 80th year of his age, was feized 
with an incontinence of urine, thought to proceed 
from the ftone in the bladder, and judged to be in« 
eurable : however, by the help of a ftridk regimen, 
and other precautions, which till then he never had 
occafion for, he procured great intervals of eafe 
during the remaining five years of his life ; yet he 
was not free from fome fevere paroxyfms, which 
even occaiioned large drops of fweat to run down 
his &ce. 

Under thefe circumftanccs he never was feen to 
utter the leaft. complaint, npr exprefs the leaft im- 
patience ; and, as foon as he had a moment's eafe, 
he would fmile and talk with his qfual chearfulnefs* 
Till thi? time he had always read and; wrote fevcral 

hours 
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.hours in a da]r» but he was now obliged to rely 
upon Mr. Conduit for the difcharge' of his office in 
the Mint. 

On Saturday morning, March 18, 1726, he read 
the news-papers, and difcourfed a long time with 
Dr. Mead, his phyfician, having then the perfefl: 
life of alt his fenfes and his underilanding ; but that 
night he entirely loft them all ; and not recovering 
them after, he died on. the Monday following. 

His body lay in ftate in the Jerufalem- chamber, 
and, on the 28th of March, was conveyed to Weft- 
minfter-abbey, the lord-chancellor, the dukes of 
Montrofe and Roxburgh, and the carls of Pem- 
.broke, Suflfex, and Macclesfield, holding up the 
pall. The corpfe was interred juft at the entrance 
into the choir, on the left hand, where a ftately 
monument was ere£led to his memory, upon which 
is the following elegant infcription : 

H. S. E. 

IsAAcus Newton, Eques Auratus, 

Qui animi vi prope divina 

FJanetarum motus, figuras, 

Cometarum femit^s, Oceanique aeftus, 

Sua mathefi facem praeferente, 

Primus demonftravit. 

Radiorum lucis diilimilitudines, 

Colorumque inde nafcentium proprietates, 

Quas nemo antea vel fufpicatus erat, perveftigavit* 

Naturae, Antiquitatis, S. Scripturae, 

Sedulus, fagax, fidus interpres, 

Dei Opt. Max. majeftatem philofophia afleruit, 

Evangelii iimplicilatem moribus expreffit. 

Sibi gratulentur raortales, tale tantumque extitifle 
HUMANI GENERIS DECUS. 
Natus XXV. Decemb. MDCXLII. 
Obiit XX. March, MDCCXXVI, ^ 

As 
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- As to his pcrfon, he was ol a itiiddHng {ktdre» 
and fomewhat iticlificd to be fat in the latter par^ 
of his life. His countenance was pleafing and veJ- 
ncrabie at the fame time, efpeciailj when he took 
ofF hiis peruke, and fliowed his white hair, which 
i;^as pretty thick. He loft but one tooth, and never 
made ufe of fpeftacles during his whole life ; which 
perhaps might be the ground for M. Fontenelle's 
faying, in a kind of panegyric, that he had a very 
lively and piercing eye. For bifhop Atterbtiry, who 
feems to have obfervcd it more critically, afTures U5, 
that, "This did not belong to him, at leaft not 
for twenty years paft, about which time,*' fays the 
bifhop, *• 1 became acquainted With him. Indeed, 
in the whole air of kis face and make, there was 
nothing of that penetrating fagacity which appears 
in his compofitions ; {le had foraething rather Ian 
guid in his look and manner, which did not raife 
any great expeftation in thofe who did not know 
him.'' 

His charafler has been drawn by Fontcnelle, and 
by Dr. Pemberton, from whom we fhall chiefly fe- 
left what is neceflary to complete the memoirs of 
onr illuftrious phiiofpphcr. 

In contemplating his profound genius, it prc- 
fently becomes a doubt, which of thefe endow- 
ments liad the greateft fhare in his compofition ; 
fagacity, penetration, ftrejngth, or diligence. But 
he himfelf fpofce of his own abilities with great flio- 
dcfty, ; 

One day, when one of his friends had faid fome 
handfome things of his extraordinary talents. Sir 
Ifaac, in an eafy and unaffected way, aflured hira^ 
that, for his own part, he was fenfible, that what- 
ever, he had done worth, notice was owing to a 
patience of thought, rather than any extraordinary 
iagacity which he was endowed- With above other 

men. 
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inen^ ^* i keep the f^hjG& coiiftantly before me,, 
and w^it till the firfl dawnings open flowly, by 
iittje and little^ into a full and clear light." , 

The readinefs of his invention made him not 
think of putting his meipory much to the trial; 
bqt thi^was the offspring of a vigorous intenfencfs' 
of thought, out of which he was but a common 
man4. Hafpent, therefore,, the prime of his age iri 
thefe ^abftrufe refearches, when his fituation in a 
college gave him Jeifufe, and even while ftudy was 
his proper profeffion : but, as foon a^ he was re- 
moved to the Mint, he applied himfclf chiefly to 
tlie bufinefs of that office ; and fo far quitted m^- 
tbematick« and philofophy, as not to engage in any 
new. purfuits of either kind afterwards. 
. Or.Pemberton tells us, that he found Sir Ifaac 
had read fewer of the modern mathematicians tUan 
one could have expefted ; but his own prodigious 
invention readily fupplied liiui with what he might 
have ocqafion for in any fubje£k lie undertook. He 
often ccnfared the handling geometrical fubjefts 
)py algebraic calculations ; and frequently praifed 
Slufius, Barrow, and Huygens,. for not being in* 
fluenced by the" bad tafte which then began to pre- 
vjiil. He ufed to commend the laudable attempt 
of Hugo de Qmerique, to reftore the ancient ana- 
lyfis,. and yery much efteemed ApoUonius's book 
** De ^Se^ione Rationis^*^ for giving us a clearer 
nption* of that analyfis than we had before^ He 
particularly recommended Huygens's ftyleandman* 
ner,,as being, he thought, the moft elegant of any 
matliCsmatical writer of modern times, and the moft 
j\x& imitator of the ancients ; of whofe tafte aaid 
form of demonftiation Sir iJaac always profeflcd 
himlelf a, great admirer. 

Dr» Pemb^rtpn rlikewifc obfexves, that his me-r 

iOiory^ iudocdy. y?as maclz decayed in the laft years^ 

:. •' ' * of 
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of his life ; yet the commcn difcourfey that he did 
not then underftand his own works, was entirely 
groundlefs. This opinion might, perhaps, arife from 
his not being always ready to fpeak on thefe fub- 
jeds when it might be expeAed he fhould. But 
this the doftor imputes to an abfeace commonly 
feen in men of great genius. 

He had likewife a natural modefty and raeek^ 
nefs of difpofition, which evinced itfelf ftrongly in 
his conduft to Leibnitz, but he was not totally 
infcnfibie of injuries ; and, after having been fo 
perfidioufly treated by Conti, his cuflomary caution ' 
increafed into a habit of referve, which bordered 
upon miftruft, and was taken amifs by men of 
integrity, whofe great and fimil^r talents intitled 
them to ifree communications of his fuperior know- 
ledge. 

Another cotifequence of his native modefty was, 
that he never talked either of himfelf or others, nor 
ever behaved in fuch-a manner, as to give the^moft 
malicious cenfurers the leaft occafion even to fuf- 
peft him of vanity. He was candid and affable, 
and always put himfelf upon a level with his com-» 
pany. He never thought either his merit or repu- 
tation fufficien^ to excufe him from any of the com- 
mon offices of focial life. No fingularitics, either 
natural or affcfted, diftinguiflied him from other 
men. 

Witli refpeft to his religious fentiments, though 
he was firmly attached to the Church of England, 
he was averie to the perfecutioh of the Non-con- 
fonnifts. He judged of men by their manners ; 
and the true Schifmatics, in his opinion, were 
the vicious and the wicked. Not that he con- 
fined his principles to Natural Religion^ for he 
was thoroughly perfuaded of the truth of Re- 
velation , and, amidft the great variety of books 

which 
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%hich he had conftantly before him, that which 
he ftudied with tbe greateft application was tjnc 
Bible. 

He did not negleft the opportunities of doing 
good, which the revenues of his patrimony, and 
a profitable employment, improved by a prudent 
ceconomy, put into his power. When decency 
upon any occafion required expence and ftiew, 
he was magnificent v\^ithout gnjdging it, and 
with a very good grace. At other times, that 
pomp, which Teems great to low minds only, was 
utterly retrenched, and the expence referved for 
better ufes, . 

He never married, and, perhaps, h6 never had 
leifure to think of it. Being immerfed in pro- 
found fludies during the prime of his age, and 
afterwards engaged in an employment of 'great im- 
portance, arid even quite taken up with the com- 
pany which his merit drew to him, he was not - 
^ fenfible of any vacancy in life, nor o£. tl^e want 
of a companion at home.— —He left 32,060!. 
at his death, but made no wiil ; which Mr. Fon*. 
tensile tells us was, becaufe he thought a legacy 
was no gift. 

After Sir Ifaac's death, there were found amon^ 

his papers feveral difcourfes upon fubjeAs of 

Antiquity, Hiflory, Divinity, Chcmiiby, and 

. Mathcmaticks. Some of thefe have been pub- 

lifhed. 

Befides thofe ah-eady mentioned, in 1727 ap- 
peared a table of the affays of foreign coins, drawn 
up by him, and pubiifhed at the end of Dr. Ar- 
buthnot's book on that fubjefl. And the next year 
came abroad his Chronology, under this tide : 
** The Chronology of Antient Kingdoms amended : 
to which i* prefixed, a Short Chronicle from the 

Vol. V. Q, firft 
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firft Memory of Things in Europe, to the Con- 
queft of Perfia by Alexander the Great. By Sir 
Ifaac Newton. Dedicated to the queen, by Mr. 
Conduit." 

After this, came out his ^' Obfervations on the 
Prophedes of Daniel and the Apocalypfe of St. 
John," in4to. London, 1733' Though this ap- 
pears to be a very unfinilhed piece, yet there are 
feen fome ftrokes in it which diicover the band of 
its great roafter. Among other things, he has 
ihewn the cxaft duration of our Saviour's miniftry 
upon earth by a ftrift demonftration : — a difficulty 
which had mocked the efforts of the beft writers be- 
fore him. 

i^ J734» Dr. Berkeley, biftiop of Cloync, in 
Ireland, m a piece intituled, ** The Analyft/* at- 
tacked his Method of Fluxions, as being obfcure 
and unintelligible ; fince the doArine of moments, 
upon which it was founded, neceilarily involved a 
notion of infinity, whereof we can form no compre- 
henfible or adequate idea ; and therefore ought to 
be excluded from all geometrical difquifitions. 
This gave rife to a controverfy, which occafioned 
the republication of our author's Method of Flux- 
ions, and Analyiis by Infinite Series. 

The treatife, being written in Latin, was tranf- 
lated into Englifh, and printed in 1736, 4to, with 
a perpetual commentary, by Mr. John Colfon, af- 
terwards profcflbr of mathematicks at Cambridge ^ 
wherein, among other things, he inferred " A De- 
fcncte of the Method againft the Objeftions of Dr. 
Berkeley. 

In 1737, wasjprinted an Englifli tranflation of a 
Latin Diflertation upon the Sacred Cubit of the 
Jews, written by Sir Ifaac. It was found fubjoincd 
to a work of his not finiOied, intituled '' Lexicon 
Propheticum.** 

3 La%# 
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Laftly, in 1756, there were publilhed. In Sva* 
Four Letters from Sir Ifaac Newton to Dr. Bent« 
ley ; containing fome Arguments . in Proof of a 

Deity. 

*^* AuihoritUs. Biog. Br^tann. Pemberton't 
Review of Sir Ifaac Newton's ^Jiilofophy. Birch's 
Hift. of the Royal Society. Whifton's Memoirs. 
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